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moving City 


The community owes 


itself and future 


consider all the angles. 


Plus, Jimmy Carter chickens out after laying rotten egg 


BOSTON MAYOR THOMAS 
MENINO MAY FANCY HIMSELF 

URBAN MECHANIC, BUT 
beginning suspect that has edifice 
complex. 

Early his administration, Menino 
staked much the construction the 
new waterfront convention center, which 
astounded skeptics with its distinctive yet 
practical design. Its lack parking 
very real problem, but solution being 
planned. 

Menino, who has widely recognized 
capacity for obstruction, earned high 
marks for his role helping relocate 
and facilitate the construction the Insti- 
tute Contemporary Art’s internationally 
acclaimed new home not far from the con- 
vention center. 

And the mayor’s idea more trial 
balloon, really get good old-fash- 
ioned, for-profit developer build 
story office tower the Financial District 
not only provocative, it’s, well, vision- 
ary: good for the economy (jobs), good for 
the tax base (new revenue), good for the 
skyline (needs drama). With the right 
conditions and proper review 
process, could winner. 

The jury still out, however, his 
idea sell off the current city hall and 
build new one the waterfront. 
understandable that Menino has the wa- 
terfront on his brain. History will hold its 
transformation and development being 
not only synonymous with his mayoralty, 
but probably his most enduring legacy. 

Before the public sees fit issue 
giant check, important keep this 
administration’s complete record 
development mind. It’s mixed. 

The convention center, admirable 
though may be, has yet realize its 
promise. The rejuvenation Fenway Park 
owes nothing the mayor. Market forces, 
not municipal foresight, are what are 
transforming the larger Fenway-Kenmore 
neighborhood. (In retrospect, Menino and 
the legislature look either downright fool- 
ish desperate their one-time willing- 
ness use guarantee taxpayers’ dol- 
lars bail out the Red Sox’ previous dim- 
witted management.) And the city’s con- 
ceptualization how best use the 
downtown greenway made possible the 
Big Dig has not been profile imagina- 
tion. let’s slow with the idea mov- 
ing Boston City Hall. 

Boston College professor emeritus 
Thomas O’Connor, the closest thing this 
city has official historian, noted 
essay earlier this week how 
central City Hall’s historic location 
the life the city. would add his 
thinking the idea that the open space 


City Hall Plaza, brutal and under-uti- 
lized may be, nevertheless has calcu- 
lable value as urban open space. 

Open space one the things that 
make Boston so appealing, so livable, so 
humane. From Franklin Park Frederick 
Law Olmsted’s Emerald Necklace fens 
and marsh and parks that culminates 
the drama the Comm Ave Mall, the Pub- 
lic Garden, and Boston Common, Boston 

Can City Hall Plaza ever delightful? 
That is, admittedly, tall order. But 
possible. Why not plant grass? Create 
second Public Garden? Cet funky: contem- 
plate downtown apple orchard. Follow 
the example Paris: cultivate world- 
famous flea market. With all the brain- 
power concentrated Boston and across 
the Charles River Cambridge it’s hard 
believe that innovative and transforma- 
tional ideas have been exhausted. 

There are, of course, the economics of 
the idea considered. will com- 
plicated equation. There’s doubt about 
that. But the financial considerations 
need weighed against human con- 
siderations. The money important, but 
it’s not the only thing that should con- 
sidered. And, architect David Eisen 
points out short but closely argued 
piece this issue (“How Save City 
Hall,” This Just In, page 9), it’s going to be 
extremely hard build new city hall 
less imperfect than the one already 
have. Still, the revenue generated sell- 
ing off the prime piece city real estate 
upon which city hall sits would much 
alleviate Boston’s fiscal crunch, and 
would consider supporting such argu- 
ment for the proposal were 
accompanied another commitment: 
apply more rational and across-the- 
board “in lieu taxes” formula the dis- 
proportionate volume untaxed property 
owned the large number hospitals, 
colleges and universities, churches, and 
other charitable institutions that occupy 


so much of Boston’s relatively small land 
Mass. Moreover, it’s time the State House 
begins working with the city create 
such policy. 

Kudos to Mayor Menino for thinking 
big thoughts. But when brings this 
issue again, undoubtedly will 
when delivers his State the City 
address few days into the coming year, 
the community owes itself and 
future generations to consider all the 
angles. Boston, after all, more than 
collection Legos. 


CARTER CHICKENS OUT 

Former president Jimmy Carter giving 
sanctimony bad name. First publish- 
grossly ill-informed book, shamefully 
and misleadingly entitled Palestine: Peace 
Not Apartheid. Then finks out ona 
chance debate Harvard Law School pro- 
fessor Alan Dershowitz, an unreconstruct- 
supporter Israel and fierce critic 
Carter's book, at Brandeis. 

Carter’s decision may not have been 
courageous, but was probably prudent. 
famously combative style 
owes more his youth Brooklyn than 
his current proximity Brattle Street. 
It’s doubtful that Carter’s preacher- 
teacher style could weather such as- 
sault well. But the professor has more 
than style his side. has facts, 
well Carter’s distortion history, 
his most formidable weapons. Israel may 
open wide-range legitimate crit- 
icism for its treatment the Palestinian 
people. But the bloody and murder- 
ous dedication Palestinian political 
leaders, so many of whom are still com- 
mitted to the destruction of Israel, and 
who are killing their brother Palestinians 
over the question, that remains the root 
that problem. That Carter many 
ways genuine man goodwill makes 
his distortion the painful situation 
the Middle East even more painful and 
unacceptable. 
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Your December editorial 


Dollars and Sense 


“Broke Not?” does 


excellent jobofdescribing 
how more transparent 
budget process could help 
the people Massachusetts 
government does and the 
choices face. How much 
education, health care, 


public safety, and other important public services? How has 
this changed over time? the budget balanced, and what 
are the challenges ahead? 


was very pleased that 
you pointed the recom- 
mendations the Budget 
Transparency Project, con- 
vened by the Massachusetts 
Budget and Policy Center 
roadmap for producing 
budget that people can un- 
derstand and participate 
shaping. 

disagree, however, 
with your suggestion that 
there has been lack 
leadership from governor- 
elect Patrick. has spo- 
ken consistently about his 
commitment trans- 
parency. Perhaps more im- 
portant, Patrick named two 
members the Budget 
Transparency Project 
chair his transition team 
budget and finance 
and has asked them 
make improving trans- 
parency primary focus 
their work. 

There every indication 
that this governor will pro- 
vide strong leadership 
restoring sense civic 
engagement, and will pro- 
vide access information 
that people need make 
their participation real and 
meaningful. 


NOAH BERGER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


LOVE LOST 

I’m horrified the lack 
professionalism displayed 
store owner/funeral- 
home worker Troy Schoeller 
(“Fatal Attraction,” News 
and Features, December 
12). describing the way 
rebuilt entire baby with 
duct tape, coat hangers, 
and caulk. Being the father 
dead infant myseif, 


Write 
Letters may be mailed to 
the Boston Phoenix, 126 
Brookline Avenue, Boston, 
MA 02215; faxed to 617. 
859.8201; or e-mailed to 
letters@phx.com 
writers’ e-mal 
(e-mailed letters 
must include a telephone 
number for verification and 
a hometown). All letters 
are subject to editing for 
considerations of space, 
fairness, and clarity. 


found this very disturbing. 
Hey, Troy, keep your trade 
secrets the closet! 
That baby was someone’s 
son. Have some respect 
for the dead. 

MARK HOGAN 


MEDFORD 


COPPING PHOTO 
both police officer for 
more than 21 years anda 
journalist both the print 
and broadcast media, I was 
turned off what appeared 
to be Jeff Manzelli’s self- 
importance, described 
Mike Milliard’s piece 
“Sound Off” (News and 
Features, December 15). 
During college days 
covering anti-war rallies 
for campus newspaper, 
remember getting some- 
what paranoid about oth- 
ers the crowd snapping 
photos with penlight cam- 
eras. Others worried too. 
Why were they taking pho- 
tos? After while just 
started smiling for them 
our fingers the 
air. one likes have 
their picture taken invol- 
untarily. sounds like 
bothered the police officer 
from the MBTA police de- 
partment, just both- 
ered back the 
and early 


Should Manzelli have 
been arrested for wiretap- 
ping and disorderly con- 
duct? If | were an MBTA 
cop, probably have 
passed over the wiretap- 
ping charge and gone 
straight for the latter. 
you start acting like 
apparent asshole, you 
better prepared for the 
consequences. 

In-your-face reporters 
have the First Amendment 
their side, but 
don’t want inter- 
viewed, move your 
Next victim, please. 

Once again, think 
back those anti-war 
protests the Boston 
Common. We often 
would see figures the 
tops buildings taking 
pictures the crowded 
rallies. didn’t like 
one bit. When anyone 
steps over the line, you 
can step into pile 
you-know-what. 

SGT. SAL GIARRATANI 


METRO BOSTON DMH POLICE 


CORRECTIONS: 
“Cop Drug Dealer?” 
(News and Features, 
November 10), Roberto 
Pulido was incorrectly 
identified the owner 
Factory Street, where 
alleged have host- 
after-hours parties. 
“Manhandled No More” 
(News and Features, 
December 15) should have 
indicated that Sallie 
stock has risen 

almost 2000 percent 
since 1995, and that Ted 
Kennedy has not received 
campaign funds from 
the company’s PAC 
since 2000. 
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Reality Check 


Show You Care 


Observing Global Orgasm Day 


Sure, everyone looks forward to winter solstice 
because we know that after weeks of dreary 
darkness, ‘ney days will get longer and bright- 
er. But the first Global Orgasm Day on Friday, 
December 22, 2007, should give a new mean- 
ing to “Here Comes the Sun.” 

Organized by Donna Sheehan and Paul 
Reffell — long-time peace activists who started 
Baring Witness (baringwitness.org), which 
seeks world peace though nudity — Global 
Orgasm Day is an attempt to change the global 
tide against war by, well, mass orgasming 
on a specific day. Before you write this off as 
crackpot, Sheehan and Reffell explain on their 
Web site (globalorgasm .org) that the Clobal 
Consciousness Project at Princeton University 
has measured sustained effects of human 
consciousness — which emanated during such 
strenuous events as September 11 and the In- 
dian Ocean tsunami — on matter and energy. 
So, it actually makes a lot of sense. 

Actually, it’s a great idea. 1 mean, who 
is going to complain except Lynne Cheney, 

Bill Bennett, and, these days, Mitt Romney? 

But the best thing about Global Orgasm Day 

— well, maybe the second-best thing — is that 
it’s a throwback to the wacky yet well- 
intentioned 1960s, a time when anti-Vietnam 
war demonstrators, egged on by Abbie 

Hoffman, once hoped to levitate the Pentagon 

by meditating and singing “All 1 am Saying is 
Give Peace a Chance.” Taking ideas from far-out 
psychologist Wilhelm Reich's The Function of the Or- 
gasm and crossing them with Norman O. Brown's 
theories in Life Against Death, Sheehan and Reffell 
have essentially created what seems like the 
senior-prom theme for UC Berkeley circa 1968. 


Sneakers! 


Getting your kicks Harvard Ave 


Let’s play a game — word association, but with phrases. 
I say, “Model Café.” You say, “rank bathrooms.” 
\ I say, “Harvard Ave.” You say, “DL Polonsky’s shitty 


drawings.” 


I say, “Horror Business.” You say 


I say, 
I say, 


“super-expensive Nikes.” 


LA I say, “Re:generation Records.” You say, “people so punk they 
spit their mother’s kitchen floor.” 
} , “that buff, sleeved dude 
who talked about rebuilding baby last week’s Phoenix.” 
You say, “huh?” 

“AWOL.” You say, “George Bush?” 

Allston-Brighton isn’t the first neighborhood that comes to 
mind as a place to get a pair of crazy-cool sneakers. That would 


This Just In_ 


Let's face it: the Pentagon is asking $468.9 
billion for fiscal year 2008, a 6.3 percent in- 
crease over its 2007 budget request of $441.2 
billion. In hardcore porn talk, that’s a“money 
shot,” and we've got to do everything we can 
to bring peace on earth and good will toward 
women and men. This may be our last chance 
to influence President Bush — who seems 


Lam, one of AWOL's three co-owners. “Street culture is all, like, | 

booming. We wanted to do something with it, and we're all 

really into this type of clothing.” He means the rest of the gear j 

that goes along with limited-edition-sneaker fetishes: hoodies, 

oversize T-shirts, straight-brimmed New Era hats. } 
AWOL is the third high-end sneaker/streetwear store that’s 

opened in the past year. A year ago, there was only Concepts, 

the back the Tannery. “The always been huge, 


but I think it’s starting to get really big in Boston” says another } 
AWOL partner, Tam Lee. “ 
on to the whole scene.” ante 


One of the most amazing things non-shoe-obsessed neigh- 


relatively unmoved by the Iraq Study Croup 
Report — before he announces his major Iraq 
policy statement in January. 

The 1960s bumper sticker read: WHAT IF 
THEY GAVE A WAR AND NOBODY CAME? Maybe now, 
if everybody comes, they won't give the war. 
Works for me. 

Michael Bronski 


The city’s actually really late to catch 


be Harvard Square, or Newbury Street, or the Christian 
Science area. But as of earlier this month, a brand- 
new independently owned sneaker-and- 
streetwear shop named AWOL opened 
on Harvard Avenue — a pave- . 
ment stretch better known 
for tattoos than for Artful 
Dodger hoodies. 

“We realized that the 
Brighton area there wasn't 
a store like this,” says Peter 


bors have noticed is that unlike some too-cool-for-school sneak- 
er shops, the clerks at AWOL are actually nice. Even to people 
with beards, flight jackets, and plain ol’ Sauconys. 
“We would never judge anybody,” says Lam. 
“We're trying to be supportive. Just by walking in, 
they’re helping us pay the rent.” 
_Camille Dodero 


AWOL, 180 Harvard Avenue, in Allston, is open Monday 
through Thursday, 11:30 am to 7 pm; Friday and Saturday, 
11:30 am to 8 pm; and Sunday, noon to 6 pm | 617.787.0600. 
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“IF MAKE CONSCIOUS ROBOTS THEY WOULD 
WANT HAVE RIGHTS AND THEY PROBABLY 


ROBOTIC DOG EVEN THOUGH 
KICK NORMAL ONE? 


Henrik Christensen, director the Centre Robotics and Intelligent 
Machines the Georgia Institute Technology. 


SONY 


Years and Counting 


PRC anniversary show 


The Photographic Resource Center (PRC) at 
Boston University, which is celebrating its 
30th anniversary, has announced a call for 
entries for the 12th installment of its annual 
— and acclaimed — juried exhibition. “The 
competition has always been about emerg- 
ing photographers,” says PRC curator Leslie 
Brown, “but this year especially, we wanted to 
hit new, new, new.” 

And the juror selection for the gallery/ 
resource center, located on the BU stretch of 
Comm Ave, reflects that desire. Jen Bekman, 
recently named one of American Photo maga- 


That proves consistent with the way 
Bekman, who runs her own quarterly photo 
competition called “Hey, Hot Shot!,” examines 
work. “I want to see some consistency,” she 
Says, regarding the way she approaches the 
selection process. want see want 
to see that a person is pursuing an idea, that it’s 
project with focus.” It’s crucial, she explains, 
that she be able to tell each photograph ina 
batch of submissions was taken by the same 
person. “My whole approach is having a certain 
amount of confidence in my point of view, and I 
tend to appreciate that in other people as well.” 


zine’s innovators of the year for her epony- 
mous New York City gallery, will judge the 
competition. “My gallery and my reputation 
has been that I’m interested in many types of 
photography,” says Bekman over the phone 
from New York. “Even though I own a gallery 
in New York that’s been written about in the 
New Yorker, I look at all different types of work. 
I'm a champion of digital photography and of 
self-taught photographers.” 

Bekman will select 10 to 15 people’s work for 
exhibition, from a pool of an estimated 300 en- 
tries. Where most juried shows select a single 


Brown cautions against submitting a “best- 
of” selection of works. “We want to see you 
working on an idea,” she says. 

Submissions — which should include the en- 
try form (available for download at the PRC’s Web 
site, bu.edu/prc/membersexhibition. htm), 10 
slides or jpegs (word to the wise: Bekman prefers 
looking at jpegs), an image checklist, a résumé, 
a $25 entry fee, and a statement — must be 
postmarked on or before February 10. Applicants 
must also be members of the PRC or join at the 
time of entry (discounted $30 memberships are 
available). 


piece from an artist, the PRC exhibits three to 
five pieces per person. “One of the things we 
feel most strongly about,” says Brown, “is that 
our exhibition is not just one image per person. 
We want to show selections from series.” 


Nina MacLaughiin 


“Exposure: The Annual PRC juried Exhibition” 
will run May 25 through july 1| preboston.org | 


BOB O'CONNOR Near Laugoras, Iceland, 2005, ink jet print (original in color), from the 
617.975.0600. 


2006 Exhibition. 


Fight Blight? 


How save City Hall 


’ fi All too many Bostonians dismiss City Hall as a wind- 
; swept monstrosity. They're the same ones, undoubted 
ly, who hunger for a Norman Rockwell portrait of life in 
the Hub. But the heart of contemporary culture is more 
Picasso, De Kooning, and Arbus; and City Hall, with its 
warts-and-all facade, captures the complex and contradic- 
tory nature of our city as filtered through the equaily bril 
liant minds architects Gerhard Kallmann and Michael 
McKinnell. 
Now comes Mayor Tom Menino’s proposal — his second 
in eight years — to build a new city hall on the South Boston 
waterfront and sell off the current building to developers, pre- 
sumably for demolition. Beyond the questionable cost-benefit 
scenarios and concerns about public transportation, Menino’s 
attack on the building raises a larger question: what form should 
give ourdemocratic institutions? 

For better and for worse, the current City Hall is as honest 
and powerful a portrait of the modern metropolis and its gov- 
ernment as we are ever likely to get. That familiar red brick out 
of which half of Boston is built warps upward to form a new 
and more aggressive foundation for the city. Towering concrete 
columns suggestive of classicism impose order on the sloping 
plaza, the Parthenon reinterpreted for the age of anxiety. The 
mayor's office and Boston City Council chambers poke out in 
twisted compositions of opaque concrete and transparent glass 
— doing contorted dances that suggest the nature of democracy 
in America. And floating above it all are the endless windows 
of the bureaucrats we rely on to make the city hum. Itisa 


powerful evocation of who we are, not a paint-by-number im- 
age of what we would like to be. 

There is real beauty in those sculptural forms and majestic 
spaces, and over the decades friendly critics have proposed 
a variety of therapeutic solutions for its worst features — its 
dysfunctional plaza and cold interior — which could unleash 
Government Center's potential. 

Hanover Street could be extended into the redbrick waste- 
land on one side, while a pedestrian bridge could cross over 
the congestion of Congress Street on the other to overcome 
the isolation that is one of the plaza’s real weaknesses. Add- 
ing water, greenery, and well-designed signage, as well as 
infilling the edges with activity-generating buildings might 
make it a place that connects rather than divides the city 
That monolithic red-brick base could be opened up with shops 
and cafés that would turn the fortress-like facade into some- 
thing more inviting. And opening closed entries and ironing 
out the lumps and bumps in the plaza would reduce the curs- 
ing that accompanies a trip from the T stop to Quincy Mar- 
ket. Inside, wood, fabric, and better lighting could warm the 
building's cold, hard heart and create more-inviting spaces. 
And where’s the beer garden that Kallmann and McKinnell 
envisioned spilling from the interior out to the plaza? 

If Mayor Menino wants to leave a lasting legacy, it should 
come from improving the public realm, not selling off the 
highest bidder, only to encounter the same questions about the 
true face of our city on a more difficult site somewhere else. 


DEMOCRATIC 
FORM: City Hall 
part Picasso, 
Kooning, and 
Arbus, part clas- 
sicism. 


_David Eisen 
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Check out the 
best local MP3s 
Boston. 


SAY AIN’T SO, TYRONE 
Twenty-seven. That's where the num- 
ber of defensive-back arrests in the 
year 2006 now rests, after yet another 
high-profile bust last week. The latest 
bust involves two-time Pro Bowler and 
former Denver Bronco Tyrone Braxton. 

Braxton was busted December 2 in 
suburban Aurora, Colorado, ina 
bizarre private-residence incident in 
which a woman and two other men 
were arrested and rung up on drug 
and prostitution charges. Braxton was 
caught possession small 
amounts of both cocaine and marijua- 
na and called his arrest a “favor” anda 
“wake-up call,” although later 
learned court that was actual 
arrest. was charged with patroniz- 
ing prostitute and possession mar- 
ijuana and freed on a $6000 bond. 
Braxton denied any involvement with 
prostitution. The whole case sounds 
suspiciously like one of those deals 
where the suburban police chief didn’t 
get enough signed-john Elway jerseys 
from his ex-Bronco resident. In any 
case, Braxton, who played on both 
Bronco Super Bowl teams, is due back 
in court on January 24. 


WEARY ABUSE 
Well, it had to happen sometime. This 
year’s deluge Tasering incidents in- 
volving high-profile athletes has ap- 
parently spun so far out of control that 
become matter for general-public 
protest. At least that’s what happened 
Houston last week, when local 

hapter the new and improved 

Panthers (Black Panthers Mark 

IV) held an anti-police rally in the 
wake of the last sports Tasering, 
which took place on November 14 and 
concerned Houston Texans offensive 
lineman Fred Weary. 

The Weary case seems the most ob- 
vious instance Driving While 
Black arrest to hit the pro-sports scene 
since Dee Brown got popped by 
Wellesley cops back the flat-top 
days of the early ‘90s. Weary was 
pulled over Houston police for“ act- 
ing suspicious” in a“high-crime area 
of Houston; when asked what they 
meant by “suspicious,” police claimed 


Traffic stop 
gone awry 


Extreme DU! 


that Weary had kept 
looking the police car. 
They then claimed he 
had been pulled over for 
illegal lane change 
and the absence of a 
front license plate. 
any case, Weary, who 
massive and dark 
skinned Wesley 
Snipes, was pulled out 
his car and Tasered after 
he “resisted arrest,” 
whatever that means. He 
later claimed that the 
Taser shot hurt worse 
than anything ever 
ball field. It’s worth not- 
ing that made this re- 
mark prior the 
ing the Patriots gave the 
Texans last weekend. 
“If that brother was 
not Texans football 
player, if that brother 
didn’t have the re- 
sources that has, would have 
been another big brother that was 
Tasered, and that’s it,” said New 
Black Panther Nation’s Quanell X. X 
organized a community meeting 
with police, who apparently assured 
the Panthers they would not Taser- 
ing any more Texans offensive line- 
men in the immediate future. 
Houston police have received 
complaints for excessive Taser force 
in the last year, including some for 
use against children. You heard it 
here first: some high-profile athlete 
is going to die or be seriously injured 
by a Taser round within the next 18 
months. And hell going break 
loose. 


YO, ADRIAN 
Here’s a new one: former and perhaps 
future football-crime prodigy Adrian 
McPherson has sued the New Orleans 
Saints, claiming the Saints’ mascot 
ruined his career after it drove a golf 
cart into McPherson’s knee during 
summer training camp. 
McPherson was once the can’t- 

niss-criminal superstar college 
football, not only quarterbacking the 
legendary Florida State CrimiNoles 
back in their warrant-laden heyday, 


Assault 


Weapons Money 
possession problems 


Courtroom 


Steroids 


Soliciting a 
prostitute 


Destruction of 


Deadbeat dad 


. YOU'RE WELCOME? Denver Bronco Tyrone 
Braxton called his drug and prostitution arrest 
“favor,” before realizing was really trouble. 


but racking impressive arrest 
record that included stealing blank 
checks, improperly using the credit 
card his equipment manager’s 
girlfriend, petty theft, and illegal 
gambling. kind college-foot- 
ball-criminal Mobius strip, McPher- 
son was once busted for stealing 
Peter Warrick game jersey — Warrick 
being the FSU wide receiver who 
brought shame his university 
when he was caught on foot from be- 
hind by a female police officer. 

Anyway, McPherson eventually 
went straight and tried both Arena 
football and the NFL. He was cut by 
the Saints this summer, following 
the mascot incident, and is now 
seeking damages compensate him 
for his lost career. Of course, his ar- 
rest record does not come into play 
here at all. 

This is the second controversial 
mascot incident this year. Red Sox 
fans may recall that their own Reedy 
the highly annoying froggish 
mascot of the Sox’ Greenville Drive 
single-A team, was arrested for sexu- 
misconduct. 


When he’s not googling “flat top crimi- 
nals” and “wayward mascots,” Matt Taibbi 
writes for Rolling Stone. He can be reached 
M_Taibbi@yahoo.com. 


We definitely don’t 
condone this 
Breaking 
and entering 

Public 

indecency 


private property 
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ARE MEERKATS THE NEW PENGUINS? 
The New pegged meerkats next 
year’s hot animal, Are they right? 
look those lovable mongooses (mongeese?), 
well five other species that could capture 
the public’s heart and imagination the 
months come. 


SLY: NOT DUMB LOOKS 
It’s been years since Rocky and 
since the original. This week, Rocky 
Balboa opens, and you 
can practically hear the late-night 
hosts sharpening their knives. 
ThePhoenix.com talks with 
Sylvester Stallone about the end 

the series, getting back ba- 
sics, Edgar Allen Poe? 


BOSTON PHOENIX VIDEO 
Over the past six years, Bazaar Bizarre has grown from 
punk-ish, DIY crafts Boston to, 
much bigger punk-ish DIY crafts fair two coasts. 
Our cameras were the thick this year’s mayhem 
the Cyclorama. 


MUSIC: THE YEAR LISTS 
The Phoenix’s music contributors provide their personal 
Top lists from the year that was. And since 
need yet another Top list like you need another hole 
your head, the Download delivers something 
even worse: extremely unscientific list the top 
100 blog-famous hits the year. Plus, handy 
guide handicapping this year’s competing 
Idolator and polls. 


EXTRA CREDIT 

LOOK FOR THESE 
WEB-ONLY 

ADDITIONS 

PHOENIX CONTENT 

For the Year Review 

issue, look online for year’s 
worth links past features 
and reviews. 


years ago, Howard 


Washington St., 
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BLOGS 


OUTSIDE THE FRAME 
Peter Keough explores the 
similarities Blood Diamond 
and Apocalypto, and argues 
that people prefer the latter 
because the torture better. 


WORD 

Night Before Christmas” 
Barnes and Noble, and our 
favorite books from 


SLOP CULTURE 
Our attempt year 
review. 


FLASHBACKS: 
FROM THE 
PHOENIX 
ARCHIVES 


GAME TIME. Twenty-five 


Restaurants 
cuisine, 
location. 


ing popularity video- 
arcade games. “What once title, 
seemed like little more theatre 
than the contemporary 
has now become full- 
scale cultural phenome- 
non. There’s records and 
competitions and living 
legends and write-ups Dan 
highbrow mags that print them 
time during the day when dance 
the better-stocked video 


“look 
dancing!” 


emporiums aren’t 
mean with junior-high- 

schoolers cutting class 

Authentic adults 

with authentic jobs, 
dressed three- 
piece suits 

and carrying at- 

taché cases; bored 
stay-at-homes; 
professors looking 
fill their time now 
that there’s more 


grant money 
had.” 


THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 
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PERCEPTION 


OVER THE PAST MONTHS YOU HAVE BEEN BOMBARDED WITH STORIES 
BRUTALIZED WOMEN. CHANCES ARE, YOU NOTICE. 


SALACIOUS DETAILS One 
after another the Herald 
paraded female victims 
across its front pages. 


mitt’s 


don’t have play Grand Theft 

Auto blind violence 

against women. The local TV- 

news and print media feature 

many dead women, they barely 
register much more than cartoons. The 
Herald alone put pictures individual 
female victims of violence on its covers 
this year. And one every five the pa- 
per’s covers mentioned story violence 
against women. 

All year long, stories of victimized 
women and girls were routinely plucked 
from the swarm of local and national news 
items that face editors each day and given 
front-page, talk-radio, top-of-the-hour 
treatment. The next one grabbed our atten- 
tion as soon as we lost interest in the last: 
Rachel Entwistle gave way to Imette St. 
Guillen, who was followed by Jill Carroll 
and then Dominique Samuels. 
guessing whether John Mark Karr killed 
JonBenet Ramsey, we were debating whether 
Phillies star Brett Myers should 
pitch the day after allegedly beating his wife 
outside hotel downtown Boston. Even 
long-dead victims were back the head- 
lines: Christa Worthington, Nicole Brown 
Simpson, and Aislin Silva. 

Yet while most became caught 
in the salacious details of each new story, 
failed see them part greater 
trend. It’s odd, given how quick are 
discern patterns and similarities even 
the most distantly related news events. 

Even worse, say those who make 
their business track and tend violence 
against women, these recent storylines 
were often disproportionately cast 
drama, with the victim struck down 
some psycho stranger terrifying isola- 
tion, when more often than not, domestic 
violence was involved. 


This distorted way looking vio- 
lence against women when rec- 
ognize all was crystallized the 
controversial ads run Republican guber- 
natorial candidate Kerry Healey, which 
made Benjamin convicted rape 
years ago, household name. Not long 
after, even learned rape victim 
within our governor-elect’s close family. 

Jane Doe Inc., which tracks homicides 
directly attributable domestic violence 
in Massachusetts, has identified 31 such 
deaths this year percent more than 
the average the previous three years. 
And at least 34 women have been mur- 
dered in the state under all circumstances, 
according Phoenix research, the highest 
total several years. Although violence 
in Boston and across Massachusetts has 
been topic constant public discussion, 
has gone unnoticed that rapes the 
city have climbed percent this year, and 
stunning percent since September 
compared with the same dates 2005. 

Allston-Brighton, rapes are 136 per- 
cent. Meanwhile, the Phoenix reported 
October, the arrest rate for rapes 
Massachusetts dropped nearly half dur- 
ing the past three years. 

Yet most missed this bigger picture 
eagerly consumed the details each 
new victimization what online sexual 
shenanigans Neil Entwistle was up to, or 
where the Baker House the ex-con 
staffer allegedly raped teenage girl. 

This ever-widening gap between percep- 
tion and reality has real consequences, say 
many the field: has made harder 
get public acceptance and support for pro- 
grams and initiatives that law-enforcement 
officials and women’s advocates believe 
would help solve the growing problem. And 
even these advocates advance their 
understanding the problem which 
they see being largely rooted domes- 
tic tensions they find themselves under- 
stood, and heeded, less and less. 

anything, says Mary Laube, executive 


ing 

ny 


director Jane Doe Inc., “the attention and 
focus keeping these practices and servic- 
and responses not just fully funded, but 
fully embraced, moving backwards.” 


RESISTING THE OBVIOUS 

Advocates women’s issues contacted 
the Phoenix are hard-pressed explain why 
the recent parade stories about victim- 
ized women failed register such. 

After all, it’s fairly obvious that most 
these stories became big news the 
first place largely because the victims are 
women. That’s why Jill Carroll’s abduc- 
tion stood out among the dozens 
reporters kidnapped Iraq; why Christa 
Worthington’s murder still fascinates four 
years later; why the Dorchester murder 
Nhaun Nguyen made the front pages, 
unlike the stories many young men 
shot down in the city. 

And yet, look for other storylines. 
For example, October gunman 
took group girls hostage, killing 
five them and injuring five more. You 
might not remember the incident that 
description; the words “Amish school,” 
however, probably ring bell. 

Not only was that massacre trans- 
parently gender-driven, came just 
week after remarkably similar event 
Colorado, which gunman abducted 
and sexually assaulted six girls, killing 
one. Another school-based shooting, 
Essex, Vermont, month earlier, targeted 
women, leaving two dead. 

New York Times columnist Bob Herbert 
later wrote, this obvious targeting would 
have dominated coverage, had it been 
based race religion and the inci- 
dents would have been labeled, properly, 
hate crimes. 

Instead, the coverage and discussion 
focused exclusively the school-shooting 
and Amish angles. That was wake-up 
call women’s advocates, says Laube. 
“We were stunned, and then livid, wait- 
ing for somebody talk about violence 
against girls and women,” after the 
Pennsylvania shooting, she says. 

And just then, Kerry Healey unleashed 
Benjamin LaGuer. 

became central figure the 
political campaign when Healey charged 
Deval Patrick with siding with criminals 
over victims, because at one time he had 
supported parole and re-examination 
the evidence for LaGuer. 

Healey launched television showing 
woman dark parking garage, appar- 
ently being stalked, while the voiceover 
reminded viewers that Patrick described 
LaGuer “eloquent” and “thoughtful.” 
The then asked: “Have you ever heard 
woman compliment rapist? Deval Patrick 
should ashamed, not governor.” 

This stranger-danger stereotype far 
from the norm. Yet seems that violence 


~ 
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against women gets our attention only 

them are act domestic violence com- 
mitted someone known the victim. 

This was one finding academic 
study media coverage domestic vio- 
lence, published this year in the Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence. 

And could seen locally 2006. 
Dominique Samuels, whose badly burned 
corpse was discovered Franklin Park 
this spring, dominated headlines until 
police arrested acquaintance hers, 
and alleged that the attack began sex- 
ual assault at the end of a night of social- 
izing. With this explanation, coverage 
the story immediately disappeared. 

Annalicia Perry was likewise big news 
when she was shot on the anniversary 
her brother’s murder, while visiting 
the spot the South End where died. 
Later, when police determined that 
angry ex-boyfriend Perry’s was behind 
her death, interest the story waned. 
The alleged shooter was arraigned last 
week, with no media coverage. 

Meanwhile, two other women murdered 
Boston this year, who were immediately 
tagged victims domestic violence (the 
husbands were quickly arrested), never 
reached the front pages the first place. 

comparison, the story Imette 
St. Guillen, Dorchester native killed 
Manhattan, made headlines and affect- 
policy long after the alleged perpetra- 
tor was caught. that case, the suspect 
was nightclub bouncer, charged with 
abducting St. Guillen before killing her. 
Not only did reporters continue delve 
into his story, but advocates recently intro- 
duced legislation Massachusetts seeking 
protect women from ex-con bouncers. 

And when Kerry Healey wanted scare 
Massachusetts residents, she chose to 
grab their attention with fictionalized 
re-enactment of a random, unknown 
attacker, even though she knows perfectly 
well such imagery overwhelming 
odds with reality. 

The fiction that women are often sav- 
aged and killed in bizarre, unique circum- 
stances more gripping. That’s why it’s 
prevalent prime-time television, which 
increasingly dominated crime shows 
featuring wildly disproportionate number 
female victims. For instance, brief plot 
summaries for the episodes top-rated 
CSI: Crime Scene Investigation that aired this 
year reveal at least 15 women killed, few by 
domestic violence, according Phoenix 
review — and that’s just one of three series 
the CSI franchise. Similar rates can 
found on the three Law 3 Orders, Cold Case, 
Without A Trace, and many more, not to men- 
tion true-crime shows like those hosted 
Nancy Grace and Rita Cosby. But losing 
ourselves in that unreality, we may be los- 
ing sight the truth sitting right before 
our eyes. Many activists believe that’s one 
reason remains difficult recognize 
domestic violence when happening 
someone know, even ourselves. 

activists were appalled 
Healey’s ads, and not just for perpetuat- 
ing the false perception stranger-danger. 
The ads also contradicted what they have 
been trying hard get people under- 
stand that because the attacker very 
often someone the victim knows and trusts, 
she often feels conflicted about him, and 
might find hard take steps that could 
lead his arrest and prosecution. 

According to the Healey ad, no such 
conflicted women exist — and if they do, 
they should presumably “ashamed.” 


REALLY GOING ON? 
The rhetoric surrounding Benjamin 
LaGuer obscured the ongoing work 
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How violence 
against women 
permeated our 
consciousness 
2006 


JANUARY 8 Natalie Sumner, 18, becomes Boston's first homicide victim of 2006, 
shot to death in a Brighton apartment. 

JANUARY 17 The Supreme Judicial Court rules the state can remove Haleigh Poutre, 
11, who was allegedly beaten into a coma by her Westfield parents, 
from life support. 

JANUARY 20 Rachel Entwistle, 27, and her baby, Lillian, are shot to death, allegedly 


husband Neil Entwistle, their Hopkinton home. 
FEBRUARY 26 I|mette St. Guillen, 24, of Dorchester, is killed in New York after a night 
out drinking. 


MARCH dancer hired for Duke University lacrosse-team party alleges that 
she was raped several them. 

MARCH Aman shoots his estranged girlfriend and himself front Mass 
Ave brownstone South End; dies, she survives. 

APRIL Carroll, reporter for the Christian Science Monitor, returns 
Boston after nearly three months of captivity in Iraq. 

Velveena Baskin, 38, beaten, kicked, punched, and strangled 
death in East Boston, allegedly by husband Whitney Baskin. 

APRIL 29 The badly burned body of Dominique Samuels, 19, is discovered in 
Franklin Park; police allege that she was strangled death 
acquaintance in her Roxbury apartment. 

MAY 20 Jeremias Bins allegedly bludgeons to death his wife, Carla Souza, and 
her 11-year-old son in their Framingham apartment. 

MAY 


Bernadette DePina, 49, is killed in her New Bedford home; police 
suspect the murder was in retaliation against her son, who is accused 
of a recent gang murder. 

JUNES East Brookfield police officer Robert Morrow jr. commits suicide one 
day after being charged with attempting to kill his wife. 


JUNE 23 Philadelphia Phillies pitcher Brett Myers allegedly drags his wife, Kim 
Myers, by the hair and slaps her across the face outside a Back Bay hotel. 

JULY 18 Police charge former Patriots linebacker Ted Johnson with twisting his 
wife's arm behind her back and repeatedly pushing her head into a 
bookcase in their Weston home. 

JULY 22 Analicia Perry, 20, visits a shrine to her murdered brother in the 
South End and is shot to death. 

AUGUST 11 Dorchester's Ella |. Baker House fires a staff worker accused of raping a 
teenage girl he was mentoring. 

AUGUST 16 Police in Thailand arrest John Mark Karr for the 1996 murder of 
six-year-old JonBenet Ramsey in Boulder, Colorado. 

AUGUST 24 Christopher A. Williams, 25, formerly of Springfield, Massachusetts, 


kills his former girlfriend's mother and a teacher at an Essex, 
Vermont, school. 

SEPTEMBER Police find the chopped-up bodies three women the Black Bear 
Bed & Breakfast in Newry, Maine; they charge a short-order cook with 
the murders. 

SEPTEMBER 27 A gunman takes six girls hostage in a Colorado classroom, sexually 
assaults them, and kills one. 


OCTOBER 2 Aman fatally shoots five girls and injures five more in a Pennsylvania 
school in Amish country. 

The body missing University Vermont student Michelle 
Gardner-Quinn, 21, is found in Richmond, allegedly slain by a 
36-year-old man. 

OCTOBER16 = The trial begins for the 2002 Truro, Massachusetts, murder of 
Christa Worthington. 

OCTOBER17 = After a two-day manhunt, police arrest a man in Dorchester and charge 
him with fatally shooting New Hampshire police officer Michael Briggs, 
after Briggs responded to a domestic-violence call. 

Healey begins airing television which woman walks 


through a dark parking garage while a voiceover talks about convicted 
rapist Benjamin LaGuer. 

NOVEMBER 2 Sandra Reavis, 39, is stabbed and beaten to death in her Dorchester 
home, allegedly by her husband, Niles Reavis. 

NOVEMBER 15 Publicists announce plans to release a book by Simpson explaining 
how he “hypothetically” murdered his wife, Nicole Brown, in 1994. 

NOVEMBER 30 Police arrest 23-year-old Darren Thompson, of Shrewsbury, on 

weapons charges, alleging that he was planning to kill 

“teenybopper” girls. 

After several fruitiess searches, police find the buried body of 

Aislin Silva in Peabody; Silva was killed in 1996 at age 19 to prevent her 

from testifying against gang leaders. 


DECEMBER 


serious people who address the unvar- 
nished reality female violence. The state 
legislature’s joint committee public 
safety held hearings and issued report 
on domestic violence in the state. Jane Doe 
Inc. published its first domestic-violence 
homicide report. Quincy District Court 
released a study last December, a first of its 
kind the country, shedding new light 
re-offending domestic batterers over 
time. The state opened its first multi- 
service Family Justice Center, on Comm 
Ave Boston, help women victims. The 
Suffolk County District Attorney’s Office, 
along with the Boston Police Department, 
began treating underage prostitutes as vic- 
tims to be saved rather than criminals to 
be punished. The Sexual Assault Nurse 
Examiners program was expanded 
throughout the state. And series pro- 
grams in Newburyport to help battered 
women find assistance have been so suc- 
cessful, some officials would like to dupli- 
cate them across Massachusetts. 

Taken together, it’s an impressive 
effort, but it’s been largely ignored. 

The public-safety committee released its 
days after Dominique 
body was found, but only one member 
the press showed from weekly 
Paper one town that was spotlighted 
the report says State Senator Jarrett 
Barrios. Neither the Globe nor the Herald 
even mentioned it. And there has 
been no groundswell to enact its 
recommendations. 

There significant disconnect 
between perception and reality public 
policy, too. Congress authorized huge 
increase funding for the Violence 
Against Women Act (VAWA) when it 
passed five-year reauthorization 
VAWA, which George Bush signed early 
this year. But that funding was left out 
the federal budget for the new fiscal year. 

Likewise, despite Kerry Healey’s talk, 
Mitt Romney recently cut victims’ services, 
along with other “emergency” 9C programs. 
Healey, Romney, and the legislature made 
great headlines with their efforts list 
more sex offenders on the Internet, extend 
sexual-dangerousness definitions to people 
caught urinating alleys, and provide wit- 
ness protection gangbangers. Yet they 
have done little nothing implement 
intensive parole oversight, reform restrain- 
ing-order procedures, implement uni- 
form dangerousness-assessment 
procedures. 

And sadly, the state has failed to use its 
resources to counter misperceptions with 
real understanding, which could help 
women who are victimized, say advocates 
who believe that prevention depends 
large part the awareness and caring 
the general public. 

example, they point the May 
20 murder of Carla Souza and her 11-year- 
old son, allegedly beaten death with 
hammer in their Framingham home by 
Souza’s husband, Jeremias Bins. Bins and 
Souza were both born in Brazil; domestic- 
abuse experts went local Brazilian 
radio program and talked about the soci- 
etal norms that can lead to abuse in that 
culture and keep from coming light. 
Brazilian women the area responded, 
calling the station seeking help. 

That response could have led toa 
general call for more education and 
outreach services in minority communi- 
ties. But reality, as usual, was not inter- 
esting enough spread. When the Herald 
featured that murder on its cover, the head- 
line blared, typical TV-drama fashion: 
DID TOO MUCH RELIGION MAKE HIM 
access links related this article, read 
online thePhoenix.com. David Bernstein 
can reached dbernstein@phx.com. 
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_BY JOHN CARROLL 


SEE HAVE THIS STRAIGHT. SOME DANISH CARTOONS 
MOHAMMED CAUSE RIOTING THE MUSLIM WORLD, BUT THE 


VICE-PRESIDENT THE UNITED STATES SHOOTS SOMEONE THE FACE 


and it’s big deal? 

The New York Times gets lacerated for ex- 
posing the National Security Agency’s do- 
mestic spying, but Reuters essentially gets 
pass doctoring photos exaggerate 
Israeli air strikes in Beirut? 

Simpson gets million for book 
that never gets published, while its would- 
publisher Judith Regan gets dumped 
like a Taco Bell burrito (not that there’s 
anything wrong with that)? 

Steroid slugger Barry Bonds gets outed 
the press via leaked grand-jury testimo- 
ny, then gets $16 million one-year con- 
tract from the San Francisco Giants the 
very team disgraced? 

Sure feels like 2006 officially qualifies 
long, strange trip. Among the other 
high-lowlights for your consideration: 


REPORTING FOR CLEAN-UP DUTY 
The already shaky reputation the junior- 
varsity senator from Massachusetts went 
speech students California. Senator 
John Kerry (D-Can I Get a Mulligan?) told 
the assembled youngsters, “You know, 
education, if you make the most of it, you 
study hard, your homework, make 
effort to be smart, you can do well. And if 
you don’t, you get stuck Iraq.” 

Geez, nothing like leading with what’s 
left your chin, eh? Kerry said was 
supposed swipe against George 
Bush, but it turned into one more blunder 
guy who now capable Swift-boat- 
ing himself. 


RACE (TO THE DOOR) 
Smilin’ Mitt Romney, whose presidential 
prospects were on the rise this year, clearly 
demonstrated that can’t get out town 
fast enough. For one thing, this is where 


employed undocumented/illegal work- 
ers/immigrants to mow his costly Belmont 
lawn. For another, this is where he wrote 
that letter the Log Cabin Republicans 
Massachusetts during the 1994 Senate 
race, in which he insisted that we “must 
make equality for gays and lesbians 
mainstream concern.” 

That, of course, went over like the met- 
ric system when it, ahem, came out the 
New York Times this month. Straight shooter 
Tony Perkins, president of the Family 
Research Council, told the Times, “This is 
quite disturbing.” 

Betcha Mitt feels pretty much the same 
right now. 


RACE (TO THE BANK) 
Massachusetts gubernatorial hopefuls 
spent more than $42 million this year, only 
see “grassroots” candidate Deval Patrick 
take the corner office. 

Pop quiz: the lesson all learned 
that the grassroots are always greener, 
the grassroots have plenty green? 
Discuss among yourselves. 


LEGO EGO 

Early this year Boston mayor Thomas M. 
Menino launched his Legacy Tour call- 
ing for 1000-foot skyscraper built 
the city’s Financial District. This month 
issued call vacate City Hall, build 

a new one in South Boston, and 3) sell City 


Hall Plaza developers. 

Only two questions left: how tall 
should that development be, Mistah 
Mayah? it’s all about new build- 
ings, shouldn’t this really called your 
Lego-cy Tour? 

P.S. The current City Hall actually looks 
like the capitol Legoland. that 
count for something? 


The Incredible Shrinking Mainstream 
Media had another down(size) year, from 
the Wall Street Journal’s paper cut reducing 
not-so-broadsheet dimensions the 
wholesale purging local news staffs. 

The Boston Globe, and especially the 
Boston Herald, trimmed their newsrooms 
significantly, while WLVI-TV and WRKO- 
entirely vaporized their news staffs. 
also slimmed down shedding 
morning squawker John DePetro, who 
clearly miscalculated when called 
Rainbow gubernatorial candidate 
Ross “fat lesbian.” 

(Lingering question: What the hell 
Green Rainbow? Why not just call the 
Oxymoron Party?) 


GOOTUBE MANIA 

Everybody feeling good about being Time 
Person the Year? The an- 
nual designation went “You” for gen- 
erating all that content Internet me- 
teors like MySpace (owned by News Corp. 
how like working for Rupert 
Murdoch?) and YouTube (gobbled up by 
Google this year). 

Among YouTube’s featured videos 
noon December were: Sleepy Spudgy 
(“Spudgy falls asleep while he’s sitting up”), 
Hand Farting the Star Spangled Banner 
(self-explanatory), and Power Tool Drag 
Racing And before “You” get case 
for missing the revolutionary impact all 
this, the drag-racing video was awesome. 


THE BLONDE LEADING 
THE BLONDE 
Even though learned quite bit about 
Britney Spears during her me-and-my- 
shadow stint with Paris Hilton, one ques- 
tion remains: which was the Master and 
which was the Grasshopper this tooth- 
some twosome? Or were they actually the 
Ant and the Grasshopper? just drinking 
grasshoppers? 

Whatever. Pass the Raid, please. 


Nell, time’s up. And haven’t even 
touched the Fall Larry Summers, the 
Rise Sean O’Malley, the Sack Matt 
Amorello, the Smack Mel Gibson, the 
Thwack Katie Couric. they say, wait 
till next year. 


John mass communication professor 
Boston University and correspondent for WGBH- 
TV's “Beat the Press” edition of Greater Boston. 
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2006, NEW MEDIA JUST FOR GEEKS ANYMORE 


YOU MUST'VE ALREADY HEARD THAT YOU WERE NAMED TIME 
2006 PERSON THE YEAR. THE HONOR DIDN'T YOU 
BECAUSE YOU TURNED AMERICA BLUE THE LAST ELECTION, BROUGHT 


global warming multiplexes (that was 
good ol’ Al), or demoted Pluto to “dwarf 
call it a “little planet” instead?) Instead, 
Time selected you because you posted 
drunk photos yourself MySpace; 
you embedded that hilariously bizarre 
Bollywood clip of the little Indian man 
maniacally break-dancing in your blog; 
and you “poked” strangers Facebook, 
perfectly legal social-networking 


feature that still somehow manages to 
sound like raincoated sex crime. 

But what Time’s all-inclusive, feel- 
good designation you the Person 
the Year ignored was that you really 
special everybody else was 
doing this too. By everyone we mean, 
tabloid-plagued celebrities. actress 
pretending home-schooled blog- 
ger. Flavorpill’s “urban influencers.” 
Comedy Central writers. Teachers. 
Teenagers. Sex-party organizers. Your 
mom. 

In 2006, to be culturally literate was 
to be Web-savvy and wired. In years 
past, stay top shit (or pretend 
to), you’d buy the right records, sub- 
scribe the right magazines, read the 
right books, watch a certain art-house 
genre films. But 2006, you had 
read certain blogs, lurk the right 
message boards, find the right You- 
Send-It leaks. You had the right 
e-mail lists know about the right 
on-the-downlow shows. This past year, 
terms like “early adopter,” “hypeman,” 
and “hipster” (whatever that means) 
became synonymous with “mouse 
clicker.” 

Take for example, MySpace. Even 
emcees were obsessed with the Rupert 
Murdoch-created online hangout, per- 
haps because the “place for friends” 
proved itself another way round 
wangling an ugly one. In “MySpace 
Jumpoff,” Queens-bred rapper Grafh 
narrates hook-up forged through 
the site (“So you sent me a text... . It 
said somethin’ somethin’ somethin’ 
somethin’ sex”). Bay Area-rapper 
Nump the paean “Thank Yew 
MySpace” the site’s oft-acknowledged 
knack for turning icebreaking into bed- 
breaking. (“Hey, aren’t you that girl 
from MySpace?” beckoned. “Shall 
go to my place?”) Even Dirty Southerner 
T-Pain, a Billboard-chart rapper made 
most famous for his pole-luber ode “I’m 
N Luv (Wit A Stripper),” acknowledged 
that asking for a lady’s digits was so 
1985: in “What’s Yo MySpace?” he be 
A-listers like Beyoncé, Paris Hilton, 


Lindsay Lohan to put him in their Top 8, 


the part MySpace members’ profiles 
where people catalogue their favor- 
ite friends. (The eight has since been 
expanded include 24.) 

There was clear mass-market- 
ing incentive create songs about 
interest, tool, and brand shared with 
Grafh told MTV over the summer about 
“MySpace Jumpoff,” “Think about it. 
MySpace gets over million people 


CAMILLE DODERO 


there, networking.” In turn, Grafh’s 
single garnered him airplay New 
York’s Hot 97, a Clinton-Sparks- 
collaborated mix tape, and a video. 

But there are other conclusions to be 
drawn from this year’s lyrical rash 
MySpace tracks: a) texting a man a mes- 
sage with the word “sex” means that’s 
the only part of the note he’ll remem- 
ber, putting people your Top area 
was this year’s PDA, and c) in 2006, 
representing technology and computers 
stopped being act reserved solely for 
socially inept nerds. 

Earlier this month, in a New York 
Times essay reflecting 2006 the 
year “brought you you,” arts critic 
Jon Pareles wrote, “The songs on music 
blogs are chosen not companies des- 
perate for profit, but individuals with 
time to spare, and if the choices often 
seem a little, well, geeky .. . who buta 
geek would spending all that time 
a computer?” 

Well, actually, everybody. 


OLD-TECH TIE-INS 
Another figure who scribbled MySpace- 
themed song this past year was NYC- 
based comedian and Daily Show contribu- 
tor Demetri Martin. Martin’s acoustic 
mock-lament “I Got 9000 Friends” aired 
Comedy Central last winter the 
close Daily Show “Trendspotting” 
segment about social-networking sites. 
Back then, the mainstream line on 
MySpace was that the News Corp. prop- 
erty was predominantly scary haven 
for child-molesting perverts. Martin 
fired back to Jon Stewart: “On the down 
side, sites are loaded 
with sexual predators. the plus side, 
they’re also loaded with sexual prey.” 
While The Daily Show mostly covered 
the Internet when produced amusing 
news, Stewart’s protégé Stephen Colbert 
one 2006’s defining entertainment 
figures and something of a ballsy hero 
to anyone with a brain — treated the 
Web not only as another pop-cultural 
niche to joke about, but also as a means 
to make The Colbert Report interactive. 
Colbert already had his own personal 
experience with viral popularity: back 
in April, when he'd hosted the White 
House Correspondents’ Dinner in the 
guise his staunchly conservative Bill 
O’Reilly-satirizing alter ego, “sup- 
ported” President Bush with roasting 
monologue bons mots like, stand 
this man because he stands for things. 
Not only for things, stands things. 
Things like aircraft carriers and rubble 
and recently flooded city squares. And 
that sends a strong message, that no 
matter what happens to America, she 
will always rebound with the most 
powertully staged photo-ops the 
world.” 


ay 
4 
i} 
> 
{ 
} 
3 
‘Shes “ i} 
4 


GOING OUT THE INTERNETS David Lehre’s comic short MySpace: The Movie 


YouTube MySpace. 


clip Colbert’s speech ended 
YouTube minutes later; in less than 48 
hours, the video had attracted 2.7 
million views. 

that point, YouTube was about 
only four months old. Officially 
launched on December 15, 2005, it 
would soon become unfettered 
public-access channel and the poor- 
man’s TiVo. This was largely thanks 
Saturday Night Live’s “Lazy Sunday,” 
unexpectedly hysterical faux-rap 
video featuring Chris Parnell and Andy 
Samberg wasting away the Sabbath 
getting high and going see the 
Chronicles Narnia. That particular digital 
short was big breakthrough, 
essentially establishing both the site 
and Andy Samberg’s career. From 
that point on, YouTube could make 
people famous people like and 
Funtwo, the mysterious guitar player. 

Instead treating the Internet’s 
potential rival, The Colbert Report 
used the Web ancillary tool 
not just report about, but ana- 
lyze and to manipulate. Last July, for 
instance, Colbert proffered the neolo- 
gism “Wikiality,” compound “real- 
ity” and the community-built online 
encyclopedia Wikipedia, denoting 
“truth by consensus.” And to illustrate 
Wikiality’s potential, Colbert staged 
this in-character prank: asked his 
viewers sabotage Wikipedia’s 
elephant-related entries, altering them 
read that the population African 
pachyderms had doubled the past 
six-months, a joke for all those crazy- 
lefty endangered-species activists. 
all accounts, Colbert’s plea mobilized 
the masses, since by the next morn- 
ing, Wikipedia’s server had crashed, 
various elephant-related entries were 
locked, and particularly meddlesome 
user called had been 
blocked from editing the site. 

Colbert rallied his audience 
another occasion, asking them to vote 
online name Hungarian bridge 
after him. worked won. also 
issued “Stephen Colbert’s Green Screen 
Challenge,” contest edit footage 
him rolling around with light saber 
into any background Contestants 
submitted their entries online, some of 
which broadcast. And offered his 
own advice to protect Internet privacy: 
“Pick the right password ideally 
pick password not even you can 


but can you really trust yourself not 
get drunk, stumble home, and empty 
your bank account into one hand 
high-stakes poker?” 

2006, the bespectacled improv 
comedian appeared the cover 
Wired, graced the front Rolling Stone, 
was named one Time magazine’s Most 
Influential people, and was anointed 
one People magazine’s Sexiest Men. 
The message? Even the sexiest men are 
conversant the “Internets.” 


GREAT EQUALIZER 

Few people know the combined poten- 
tial YouTube and MySpace better 
than Michigan-based filmmaker David 
Lehre. This past February, the 21-year- 
old posted little something he’d made 
called MySpace: the Movie, an 11-minute 
five-part comic short exaggerating how 
the social-networking site spills over 
into the real world: bathroom-mirror 
photo shoots, chain-letter bulletins, 
blind dates that turn into Yeti-filled 
nightmares. 

The film ended YouTube, and 
within a month, it had been viewed 
approximately six-million Less 
than year later, Lehre has develop- 
ment deal with Fox. As Lehre recently 
told GQ, “I knew that if I made MySpace: 
The Movie, 90 million users would want 
watch it. This wasn’t like love letter 
MySpace; was marketing move.” 

And this year, handful other 
hacks referenced MySpace gain atten- 
tion for otherwise mediocre artistic 
efforts — see songs like Mitchy Slick’s 
“MySpace,” Love Force’s “My Space 
Land,” and Evergreen Terrace’s “New 
Friend Request.” 

Ultimately, what makes MySpace 
compelling that its population big- 
ger than Mexico, yet it’s totally class- 
less. Lupe Fiasco checks his page and 
does junior-high-school niece. 
Nicole Richie, Paris Hilton, and ex- 
Smashing Pumpkins drummer Jimmy 
Chamberlain have all supposedly used 
MySpace like publicists; Travis Barker 
and ex-wife Shanna Moakler didn’t even 
have bother clucking the tabloids 
drum publicity about their divorce 
they battled each other compet- 
ing MySpace blogs. Meanwhile, used 
MySpace figure out which one 
21-and-under nephews believed was 
“hung like rhinoceros.” 

Never mind what YouTube has done 
for leveling the playing field. Before 


DAVIDLEHRE COM 


YouTube, video bloggers were still edit- 
ing QuickTime clips and posting them 
their personal sites, draining their 
bandwidth, and attracting traffic 
e-mail blasts and message-board posts. 
Then came Chicken Noodle 
Soup Dance; Tucker fiasco 
immortalized on Dancing with the Stars; and 
Lonelygirlis, the home-schooled video 
blogger later revealed actress. 
less than a year, YouTube became a $1.65 
billion dollar property. 

Time magazine calls this sort 
playfield-leveling “new digital democ- 
racy.” Perhaps. But what seems more 
interesting is that while technology 
moviemaking, recording radio shows, 
networking grand scale used 
thing privilege, now it’s for 
everybody. 

Case point: one the biggest 
Kings the Mountain felt the only way 
could comment the phenomenon 
was dismiss it. don’t surf the net, 
no, I never been on MySpace,” said Jay-Z 
“Beach Chair” from his post-retire- 
ment Kingdom Come CD. course, this 


also the album whose early leak 
caused Universal to sue MySpace. 
(And never mind that in Sean Carter’s 
Hewlett-Packard commercial, Jay-Z 
admits to playing chess and tracking 
his stocks online.) 

Think about it: everybody's using 
the Web to define themselves these 
days. The only way you'd already heard 
LCD Soundsystem’s Sound of Silver was 
by finding the You-Send-It link. You 
probably found out about that crazy loft 
dance night from a particular message 
board. Your favorite DJ? He has a blog, 
probably even a fat directory of digital 
mixes. So-called “tastemakers”? 
regularly scouting and/or writing about 
their thoughts. Your little cousin? He’s 
got a MySpace page. 

The New York Times may think it takes 
significant amount time online. But 
according Time Person 
the Year, that “geek” 


Camille Dodero can be reached at 
cdodero@phx.com. 
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GOODBYE, 
CRUEL AMER 


IN-DEATH EULOGY FOR 2006 _BY CLIF GARBODEN 


TOWARD THE END 2006, WOKE THE GLAD NEWS THAT 
FORMER STRONGMAN AUGUSTO PINOCHET HAD SAVED 
EVERYONE THE TROUBLE HANGING HIS SICKLY CARCASS FOR 


war crimes and atrocities by dying of a 
heart attack. Mr. Now-You-See-Him-Now- 
You-Don’t himself has been permanently 
disappeared! The papers weren’t shy about 
describing the awful tactics which this 
bloodthirsty old fart secured capitalist de- 
(while stockpiling personal for- 
tune) in his country, but they stopped short 
of noting that Pinochet's regime was a di- 
rect product of US foreign policy. Let’s hope 
that it’s remembered that way anyway. 

course, this wicked puppet-dictator 
wasn't the only casualty of 2006. A quick 
survey of the Internet yields a roll call of the 
departed that includes Robert Altman, Jack 
Palance, Shelley Winters, Steve Irwin, Lou 
Rawls, Glenn Ford (who, we have on good 
authority — i.e., a yellowed late-’6os edition 
of the National Inquirer — believed in reincar- 
nation anyway), Al Lewis, Wilson Pickett, 
Buck Owens, Ed Bradley, Mickey Spillane, 
Syd Barrett, Mike Douglas, William Styron, 
Cene Pitney, the underrated Billy Preston, 
Don Knotts, the incomparable Red Buttons, 
Chris Penn, Betty Friedan, Coretta Scott 
King, the overrated William Cowsill, Louis 
Rukeyser, Floyd Patterson, and the unfor- 
gettable Georgia Gibbs. 

these folks, sad see go. 


But for the most part, their passings were, 
as they say, “not unexpected.” Jack Palance, 
for example, was born (as Volodymyr 
Palahnyuk) in 1919, the year Woodrow 
Wilson signed the Treaty Versailles. 

PFC Peter Wagler, Partridge, 
Kansas, on the other hand, was born in 
1987, the year Ronald Reagan, still smart- 
ing from Iran-Contra, signed the IMF 
Treaty. Like Pinochet, Wagler was tool 
foreign policy his job: impose capi- 
talist democracy country never likely 
to embrace it willingly. A major difference 
between these two fatalities third- 
millennium/year-six being that Wagler 
didn’t amass a fortune before he was, as 
reported by the Washington Post, “killed when 
makeshift bomb exploded near his MiA2 
Abrams tank during patrol operations 
Baghdad.” Another dissimilarity being that 
the considerably younger Wagler had almost 
part setting his agenda. 

Peter Wagler was the first 18-year-old 
American die 2006 amid the remote, 
sandy glamour of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
There’s really no other reason to single him 
out and hope the family that survives 
him doesn’t mind except that 
was the year’s first, youngest-possible, US 


military casualty the war America spent 
the past year losing. (If you want feel 
really sad, visit peterwagler.com) 

all, according figures published 
the Washington Post, 852 US service personnel 
had fallen victim Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and its Afghani doppelganger, Operation 
Enduring Euphemism er, Freedom, 
from January through mid December 2006. 
(You can catch the entire up-to-date break- 
down online projects.washingtonpost 
.com/fallen) 

One year, one lost cause (two, if you 
count the Iraq and Afghanistan sep- 
arately), 800+ American human losses, and 
many more Iraqi and Afghani deaths. This 
part of the 2006 year-end wrap-up isn’t so 
funny. is, however, the signature punch 
line coterie greedy rich men who 
must be stopped and, therefore, it should 
mentioned first. 


FALLS FROM GRACE 


Fortunately, things we can laugh at also 
died 2006 the previously unchecked 
power of the conservative wing of the COP, 
for example. And the blind faith America’s 
Christian hard-liners once had in the Bush 
administration. Could this year also mark 
the death of ignorance? 

Well, let’s not hope for too much. The 
born-againsters aren’t about to abandon 
their allegiance superstition over sense. 
But at least, in their own slow-witted way, 
they’ve recognized that and his mon- 
eyed string-pullers played them for suckers. 
Yes, out of earshot of the overly faithful, 
it’s been reliably reported, even the Bushies 
refer the cap-C Christian constituency 
“nuts,” making almost unanimous. 

Given that federal regs abortion 
budged and American public edu- 
cation (with or without an “intelligent 
design” curriculum) now ranks among the 
lowest the solar system, and poor folks 
are still allowed to collect welfare just before 
they starve, about the only thing the Bush 
administration has done for the Jesus loo- 
nies make harder for them commute 
faith-healing rallies plane. 

The fact that these (almost universally 
acknowledged) fruitcakes finally realized 
the clown they helped vote into office has 
never done damn thing for them, com- 
bined with the toxicity emanating from the 
Oval Office after the midterm elections, 
constitutes the death alliance earth- 
shaking scope. Whatever happens in 2007, 
one thing for sure: it’s the advantage 
every Republican distance him- 
herself from the current presidency and 
the phony war that comes with and 
the phony claims religiosity that have 
sheltered it. Since moving further right 
impossible short applying some meth- 
od of governance borrowed from the Tonton 

this can only good thing. 

The year also marked the death of the 
possibility that George Bush could escape 
going down history the Worst 
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President Ever. The comparatively trivial 


traditional Millard Harding 


rivalry has, at last, been rendered obsolete. 
Even bodacious constitutional crooks like 


Richard Nixon (once thought to have retired 


the title) never stooped quite low our 
current national embarrassment has. Of 
course, while we're all over here chortling 
about that, kids like Peter Wagler remain 
needlessly in harm’s way -~ over there. This 
year just refuses to become funny. 


OUT 
Okay, well what did make us laugh recently? 
Surely the unprecedented comic clumsiness 
exhibited the GOP fell from domi- 
nance induced a few satisfying chuckles. 
Virginia senatorial loser George Allen's effort 
to win votes through crude bigotry may have 
fallen short of the loudmouth prowess of 
Mel Gibson Michael 
Richards, but in the 
end, got the laugh 
deserved. 

More impressively, 
the precipitous tumble 
taken Florida con- 
gressman Mark Foley, 
whose much-anticipat- 
biography certain 


ous except for the kids 
victimized. Again, 
it’s difficult sustain 


COULD FORCE 


reluctantly un-closeted 
gays, you have to tum 
away from the federal 
government and back 
the realm fire and 
brimstone, where a 
similar scenario was 


senting adults Reverend 
Ted Haggard and buff 
Colorado rent-boy Mike 
Jones. Haggard, until 
recently president spiritual menag- 
erie called the National Association 
Evangelicals, had, like Foley, protested too 
much against the homosexual life while 
enjoying one behind supposedly closed 
doors. That kind irony everyday life 
makes for real knee-slappers. 

As long as we’re on the subject of politi- 
cal jokes, here’s another funny thing the 


year’s early display white-on-white violence 


when Dick Cheney got drunk and shot 
Texas banker Harry Whittington the face. 
Yes, you could argue that it’s cruel laugh 


because Cheney’s hunting “buddy” really suf- 


fered, but Whittington didn’t even have the 


grace get mad about act that could easily 


screw him. Like people used say about the 
mafia: least they were just shooting each 
other. And near-death barely counts, given 
what else went on. Too bad about the perma- 
nent disfigurement, though. 


DOLLAR DOWN 

the economic front, the year’s troika 
victims were currency, the American 
auto industry, and, unexpectedly, cultural 
relations between Americans and the sub- 


continent India. The dollar, course, has 


been circling the crapper for some time, but 
this year, thanks all-time high the 
nation’s inequitable distribution wealth, 


hit all-time low low that people from 


Dublin, city once best known for mutton 
stew and designer scally caps, now fly 
New York for the bargain shopping. 


One could easily argue that Ford and the 


rest of the US automakers committed sui- 


cide pigheadedly staking their industry’s 


AND WHAT 
ABOUT THAT 
OBAMA GUY? 
APPEAL 
HIS KIND 
RHETORIC 


GET HER 

FREAK FLAG 
played out between con- M OT H BALLS s 


future Americans’ patriotic desire 
commute in vehicles the size of down- 
town Orlando. “Oil shortages? Clobal 
warming? that got with us?” 
they asked. The easy answer lies the 
fact that, on any highway, you’re seldom 
out of sight of a Toyota sedan, while mil- 
lions big-ass SUVs languish unwanted 
on wholesale lots. At least they don't pro- 
duce methane as they decompose. 

And finally, there’s outsourcing — 
as much a cause as an effect of our 
moribund economy — which has 
spawned tsunami stateside preju- 
dice against the hard-working clock- 
punchers of India. What American isn’t 
delighted when, as he’s trying to sort 
out why he was double billed for a can- 
celled flight to Cleveland, the airline’s 
phone is answered by someone with 
more than a touch 
of Urdu in his voice 
identifying himself 
as “Douglas”? Hey, 
Safir, stop putting 
us on; we know 


POLL-AXED 

Back the political 
front, there are, nat- 
urally, lingering evils 
wish had died this 
year, Torture’s one. 
America’s aversion 
war-crimes tri- 

als is another. Since 
those issues are both 
sore subjects around 
the current White 
House, we may have 
to wait a while for 
that triumphant 


some cheerful demis- 
(besides 
recorded this year 

the finale the 
1ogth Congress, for 
example. haven’t 
been this glad see bunch middle- 
aged white guys go since some prankster 
pulled the fire during our high- 
school band’s Memorial Day concert the 
VFW. Yes, the graying gang lawmakers 
who stood abetted the ritual disman- 
tling the Bill Rights history. 

The newly elected crop Democrats 
now faces the challenge of a three-way 
choice. Should they: a) gloat; b) seek 
revenge; or c) squabble themselves into 
impotence with petty power plays? The 
possibility actually passing some pro- 
gressive legislation has been tabled until 
they can sort out this campaign-finance- 
reform thing. 

On the other hand, we’ve seen some 
symptoms the impending death 
Democratic cowardice. Even John Kerry, 
who once handed the country bunch 
mendacious morons because was 
afraid defend his résumé against 
lying draft dodger/recovering coke 
addict, found the guts slap back when 
opportunistically criticized for making 
the astoundingly stupid (true, but stu- 
pid) observation that academic failures 
often end ticketing car bombers 
Iraq. And what about that Obama guy? 
seems he’s not for taking any 
shit. The appeal his kind rhetoric 
could force Hillary get her freak flag 
out mothballs. Perhaps it’s all good 
the end. 

Not especially funny, but... 
fitting. 


Clif Garboden can reached 
cgarboden@phx.com. 
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Beer Fresh and Food 
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Mon-Fri (617) 868-3585 t 
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NATIONAL POP 


Arctic Monkeys, 
Gnarls Barkley, 
Flaming Lips 
and more 

_by Matt Ashare 


- 


FAVORITE MORE TOP TEN LISTS 
Ornette, Fats, more thePhoenix. com 
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WITH THIS HELL 


AND CRIME STEREO 


THURS. DECEMBER SALE NOW 


Sat. 


MARCH SALE NOW 


24 ‘ Tickets available at Strawberries and FYE Music and Video Stores, 
i=] A online at Tickets.com or by calling | (800) 477-6849. 
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THE WEEK MUSIC AND OTHER AUDIBLE TREATS 


FREE STUFF 


DR. CLAW MS. THANG Enormous Room, Cambridge December 9:30 
617.491.5599 RICKY BRENNAN Lizard Lounge, Cambridge December 
617.497.4950 SILVER LINING CORIN ASHLEY Toad, Cambridge December 


SANTAS 

The SCROOGES aren't just 
New premier 
Christmas-themed, Santa- 
suit-wearing Stooges cover 
band. No, they appear to be 
New England’s only Christ- 
mas-themed, Santa-suit- 
wearing Stooges cover band. 
Not that that’s kept them — 
and by them we mean past 
and present members the 
local rock machines Lamont, 
Rock City Crimewave, and 
Fast Actin’ Fuses — from 
having their very own My- 
Space page. Let’s just say 
that pretty much every pic- 
ture of the Scrooges, with 
their triple-fisted guitar at- 
tack and matching red union 
suits, is worth a thousand 
words. This is the real jin- 
gle-bell rawk. With SONS OF 
KYUSS and the HUMANOIDS at 
Great Scott | 1222 Comm Ave, 
Allston | 617.734.4502. 


INDIE 

It’s one of those “which one 
of these bands is not like the 
others” nights at P.A.’s 
Lounge in Union Square. 
got the indie-pop 
stylings of TOM THUMB and 
PALEO, the shoegazerish tex- 
tures of SCUBA, and then E.R. 
(a/k/a Eldridge Rodriguez), 
founding guitarist of the 
Boston noise-punk band the 
Beatings. Lately E.R. has 
been working on a solo proj- 
ect called La Faccia Brutta 
and playing suitably aggres- 
sive music with a backing 
band called the New Jerseys. 
Yeah, Justin Kehoe of Tom 
Thumb is one of the New Jer- 
seys, but you still guessed 
right if you picked E.R. | 345 
Somerville Ave, Somerville | 
617.776.1557. 


THURSDAY Thanks the success Matisyahu, 
there’s now record label dedicated Jews who rock 
(or rap, whatever); called JDub, doubles 
Web site and collective sorts down Brooklyn, 
and three its acts are coming town fora 
Hanukkah celebration T.T. the Bear’s Place. The 
Teal stars the show are the LEEVEES, joky side 
project featuring members and 
Connecticut-based hockey-oriented rock band the 
Zambonis. you’re Guster fan (and there are lots 
them these parts), you find songs about the 
various spellings Hanukkah funny (oy, it’s con- 
fusing), well, we’ve got show for you. And 
with the LeeVees, there’s labelmates GOLEM and 
SOCALLED, plus SHTREIML Brookline St, 
Cambridge 617.492.BEAR. 


FRIDAY 


ROCK 
The holiday season can be 
one of the more trying times 
of year: the gaily blinking 
lights, the chortling, treacly 
carols, all that pressure to 
buy, buy, buy. . . Some- 
times it just makes you wan- 
na to fast-forward to the 
chunk-spewing debauchery 
of New Year's Eve. Well, 
tonight’s “Anti-Christmas 
Slaughterama” is right up 
that.alley, a show for people 
who prefer their holidays 
with a touch of Satanism, 
not Santaism. And it fea- 
tures diabolical roots-rockers 
SASQUATCH AND THE SICK-A- 
BILLIES, Providence'’s ax- 
wielding garage denizens 
MIDNIGHT CREEPS and punk- 
rocking SLEAZIES, and New 
Hampshire's redoubtable 
THEE MONKEY BUTLERS. Who 
needs a Santa suit when 
you've got a monkey mask? | 
Middle East upstairs, 472 
Mass Ave, Cambridge | 
617.864.EAST 

Next door at T.T. the Bear’s 
Place, former Shods front- 
man Kevin Stevenson gives 
his new band, DRAGSVILLE 
USA (yeah, he’s still a Clash 
fan), a pre-Xmas workout. 
The four songs the band have 
up on their MySpace site are 
darker and a little more in- 
trospective than the pub rock 
that characterized the Shods 
But Kevin still sounds like a 
born frontman. Dragsville 
are joined by the COLD PIL- 
GRIMS and LOS WUNDER 
TWINS DEL RAP (see “MP3 of 
the Week” on the “Cellars” 
page of last week’s Phoenix) | 
10 Brookline St, Cambridge | 
617.492.BEAR. 


R&B 

Born on the front stoops of 
Brooklyn in 1961, a cappella 
vocal group the PERSUASIONS 
have covered everything 
from Dylan's “The Man in 
Me” to Frank Zappa’s “The 
Meek Shall Inherit Nothing.” 
Last year they even tackled 
U2 on a full album of covers, 
The Persuasions Sing U2 
(Chesky). So don’t count 
them out as just an oldies 
act. This peerless vocal quin- 
tet hold forth at the Regat- 
tabar, Charles Hotel, 1 Ben- 
nett St, Cambridge | 
617.395.7757. 


to 


SATURDAY 


BON VOYAGE 

We're pretty sure it was the 
poet Robert Plant who 
coined the truism “All good 
things must come to an 
end.” Or maybe it was that 
great 20th-century philoso- 
pher Gene Simmons. Either 
way, there won't be a dry 
eye or an empty glass in the 
house tonight at Great Scott 
as we all wish Phoenix writer 
Camille Dodero great and 
wonderful things on her 
journey to New York City, 
where she’s been hired to 
bring her fearless and often 
funny prose, not to mention 
her tireless reporting, to the 
Village Voice. We're hoping 
Mr. Butch at least puts in an 
appearance for the official 
Camille Dodero going-away 
party with RNDM RO- 
BOTKID | 1222 Comm Ave, All- 
ston | 617.566.9014. 


LOCAL 

The folks at T.T.’s have once 
again taken a novel ap- 
proach to their holiday par- 
ty: instead of finding a few 
Marquee acts to headline 
the big bash, they've asked 
about as many artists as 
they can fit in between 9 pm 
and 1 am to show up and be 
on time. The line-up, in or- 
der, includes EMILY PILOWA, 
BRENDAN LITTLE, DAVE 
AARONOFF, CORIN ASHLEY, 
JONNY PAPE, WIDE IRIS, 
members of HALLELUJAH THE 
HILLS, AGE RINGS, the LUXU- 
RY, AUTO INTERRIORS, THE 
SELF-RIGHTEOUS BROTHERS, 
THE DOWNBEAT 5, and the 
POPGUN SEVEN. Best of all, 
it’s free of charge at 10 
Brookline St, Cambridge | 
617.492.BEAR. 


FOLK 

As a charter member of the 
‘60s folk revival, JIM KWESKIN 
deployed rhythm section 
washtub bass and jug (thus 
the name of his Kweskin Jug 
Band). The band broke up on 
the verge crossover success 
and Kweskin dropped out of 
music for a while. A scholar 
of old-time music (like Geoff 
Muldaur), he brings his lat- 
est band to his old stomping 
grounds, Club Passim, 47 
Palmer St, Cambridge | 
617.492.7679. 

Continued on p 4 


eng 


Continued from p 3 


SUNDAY 


Yes, there is good music to 
be found on Xmas Eve. Oc- 


togenarian pianist Al VEGA, 


whose résumé lists gigs 
with Lester Young, Stan 


llie Holiday, Dizzy 

, and about a mil- 
lion more, is with his trio 
for their regular gig at 
Lucky's Lounge, 355 Con- 
gress St, Boston | 

617.357. LUCK. Meanwhile, 
hot young trumpeter JASON 
PALMER, currently with 
Greg Osby’s quintet, holds 
down his usual Sunday-af- 
ternoon jam session at Wal- 


PUNKSKADELIC 


ly’s, 427 Mass Ave, Boston | 
617.424.1408. 


MONDAY 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
No need for designated 
drivers tonight: there’s re- 


ally no place to drive to. Af- 
ter all, not only is it Christ- 


HOT TIX 


mas Day, it’s also a Mon- 
day, which means even the 
Middle East is closed. So 
grab some nog, light a 
smoke full of greenhouse 
gasses, crack a window to 
let in a little of that refresh- 
ing 54-degree Arctic wind, 
and give your DVD of AN IN- 
CONVENIENT TRUTH, that 
film by the deposed 43rd 
president of the United 


WEDNESDAY Anyone who came age the punk scene has 
least one FISHBONE story and usually involves someone the band 
pulling off double twist with flip his way into crowded mosh 
pit. Along with being African-American band playing mostly white 
game, they raised the bar for high-energy live shows and for sheer eclec- 
ticism with their explosive mix punk, funk, metal, and ska. These 
days, they make their living the live circuit, which where they’ve 
always thrived Harpers Ferry, 158 Brighton Ave, Allston 617.254.9743. 


MISSING PERSONS | january 6 downstairs at the Middle East, Cambridge | $12 | on sale Thursday December 21 at 10 am | 
617.931.2000 | “TRASHBAMBOOM" with LYRES + DOGMATICS + PRIME MOVERS + RADIO KNIVES + AM STEREO + CURSES 
+ TEMPER | january 20 downstairs at the Middle East, Cambridge | $10 | on sale Thursday December 21 at 10 am | 
617.931.2000 | GYM CLASS HEROES + RX BANDITS + P.O.S. + K-OS | February 17 at Avalon, Boston | $15.25 | on sale 
Thursday December 21 at 10 am | 617.931.2000 | JOHN VANDERSLICE | Apri! 20 upstairs at the Middle East, Cambridge | $12 | 
on sale Saturday at 10 am | 617.931.2000 | BRONSON ARROYO | january 13 at the Roxy, Boston | $20 | 617.931.2000 | LIFE- 
TIME | February 1) at Axis, Boston | $15 | 617.931.2000 | STELLASTARR* 
Cambridge | $12.50 | 617.931.2000 | RELIENT K + MAE + SHERWOOD 
March 16 + 17 downstairs at the Middle East, Cambridge | $14 | 617.931.2000 


States — Al Gore, of course 
— one more spin. Might as 
well enjoy the benefits of 
global warming and imag- 
ine what it might have 
been like to have a reason- 
able dude running the 
country while we still can 
(i.e., before the Back Bay is 
under water and Christmas 
comes smack dab in the 
middle of a level-five hurri- 
cane season in the North- 
east). Yep, merry expletive 
Christmas! 


TUESDAY 


INDIE 

Back in 2003, WHEN WALLS 
ARE BUILT served as a vehi- 
cle for Brookline youngster 
Shai Erlichman to let oth- 
ers in on songs he recorded 
by himself in his bedroom. 
Then, for his first studio al- 
bum, Where Summer Sleeps, 
the budding songwriter re- 
cruited friends including 
his sister, who contributed 
vocals. When he got to col- 
lege at Reed, he finally put 
together a proper band ca- 
pable of giving his dreamy, 
harmony-drenched pop 
songs the treatment they 
deserved. Opting to stick 
with the name When Walls 
Are Built, the fledgling 
group recorded a new al- 
bum with a few reworkings 
of earlier Erlichman tunes 
and a number of new ones. 
Where Summer Sleeps was a 
charming lo-fi initiation to 
his songs; The Silence Party is 
a crisp production that 
showcases his hooky, 
melodic indie pop. He's 
back for the holidays, and 
they’re upstairs at the Mid- 
die East with the accordion 
folk punk of TOM TIERNEY 
and Newton natives ACE & 
ARTEMIS, who also havea 
new CD, Our Travels, to pro- 
mote | 472 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge | 617.864. EAST. 


WEDNESDAY 


Last week we brought you 
Good for the Jews with 
songwriter/rock scribe Rob 
Tannenbaum. This week 
it’s the other half of the 
What I Like About Jew 
songwriting partnership, 
Sean Altman, and his JEW- 


February 16 downstairs at the Middle East, 
March 12 at Avalon, Boston | $16 | 617.931.2000 | ISIS | 


MONGOUS! holiday extrava- 
ganza. Altman is calling 
this one a “newly erected, 
Jew-themed variety show” 
that features himself with 
guest songwriters Steve 
Goodie and Cynthia Kaplan 
| Club Passim, 47 Palmer 
St, Cambridge | 617. 
492.7679. 


LOCAL 

We were suitably impressed 
by the APPRECIATION POST’s 
transformation into a kick- 
ass Rocket from the Crypt 
cover band back on Hal- 
loween weekend, especially 
since there seems to be a lot 
more Weezer in their power 
pop than garage-rocking 
cryptology. And that’s a 
good thing. They’re open- 
ing for the party-hearty 
MEN WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
on a bill with New York's 
GIANT GUERILLA PANDA DUB 
SQUAD and Dj KEN from the 
Pill T.T. the Bear’s Place 
10 Brookline St, Cambridge 
| 617.492.BEAR. 


JAM 

They’ve been beaten up by 
jazz purists and thrown in- 
to the jam-band ghetto, 
and we're guessing that the 
jammy jazz trio SOULIVE are 
laughing all the way to the 
bank. They’re probably 
happy to be known as... 
whatever you want to call 
them. Call it instrumental 
R&B if you like — their or- 
gan/guitar/drums grooves 
combine dance-floor 
moves, hip-hop beats, and 
pop-song hooks | Avalon, 15 
Lansdowne St, Boston | 
617.262.2424. 


THURSDAY 


KENNY BARRON is one of the 
finest pianists in jazz — he 
knows what to play and 
what not to play in order to 
make everyone else in the 
band sound good, and his 
own solos sparkle with 
imagination chorus after 
chorus. He joins forces 
with the estimable Brazil- 
ian jazz band TRIO DA PAZ 
(guitarist Romero Lubam- 
bo, bassist Nilson Matta, 
and drummer Duduka da 
Fonseca) for the weekend at 
the Regattabar | Charles Ho- 
tel, 1 Bennett St, Cam- 
bridge 617.395.7757. 
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Nights 


THE LOCAL CLUB SCENE EXPLODES 


0) In last year’s “Circuits” year-end wrap-up, we 
heralded the reach of Boston out to the world at 
large. This year, things got pretty radical inside the 
Hub. From Allston to Cambridge, mad parties and 
party troupes were blowing up, until now there isn’t 
a night of the week someone's not bringing heat 
somewhere. Here’s a countdown of the contenders. 
40) Clubs generally relaunch with little fanfare, by 
slowly plugging in DJ residencies, but the 
GOOD LIFE down on Kingston Street went 
totally bananas and inundated us with 
flyers about this night that. Hooking 
up with local institutions like Karma 
Loop and Underground Hip-Hop was also 
a wise move. Now the Cood Life Web site 
comes complete with podcasts and everything. This 
month, “g-life audio” has sessions from Beats-Not- 
Bombs’ Bj YAMIN and marathon man KC HALLETT. 

@ As if running an internationally known sneaker 
boutique (Bodega) weren't enough, OLIVER MAK (a 
k/a GUCCI VUITTON) had a stellar year inside Boston’s 
best little club, Enormous Room. His Bankrupt par- 
ties were always free and always outrageously 
sweaty. Mr. Write-To-Eat (his Web handle) made 
Boston nice with guys like Lazaro Casanova from 
Miami's amazing junkyard/nightclub Revolver, DJ 
Eleven from the Rub, and the amazing Nossa, who 
restarted some Brazilian fire. 

® Over in Alliston, the FENWAY RECORDINGS 
SESSIONS had a number of events that took elec- 
tronic music to the hipster masses. We were there 
for contenders Hot Chip and the 
Brazilian lovefest with Diplo and Bonde do Role; we 
missed, sorry say, Norwegian pop goddess 
Annie and Warp’s Jamie Lidell. 

® Not to be outdone, Creat Scott’s BEN SISTO 

put together the grandmama of DJ bills with the 
fantastical LOVE DURING WARTIME superparties. 
The inaugural event was held in the big room 

of the Paradise, and from the go-go dancers 
(E-MARCE) to the disco (JOSEPH COLBOURNE) to the 
hits at 45 rpm (LONE WOLF), it was nearly out of 
control. It did become out of control once SIR LOINS 
took his clothes off. 

© And then there was the techno. High above 
Boston's combat zone the ROBOTLOVESONGS and 
UNLOCKEDGROOVE crews would get sweaty and dirty 
old-fashioned, high-gloss computer music. rom kegs. 
World-class stuff going right here. 

the Bean proper, crew turned the boost- 
er jets like Allston-based NEXT GENERATION PRODUC- 
TIONS and Mr. Charles and Mr. Eli. By forming with 


CIRCUITS 


DAVID DAY 


OF 


Future Classic under the Media-Pop empire, where ban 
became the official party crew and Rud 
practically ran the ladder district all year long. and Fr 

@ Sleep not on Somerville. Somewhere in that sic coming 


mess sits COMPOUND 440R’s HO, where acts like UV 
Protection and Big Digits warm the cassette 
recorders nightly. MICHAEL POTVIN the resident 
in the crew, and his name was associated with 
everyone from Europe-touring rock bands (C4RT) to 
electronic-pop project We Are Cassette, who 


It might 


the Christma 


the town 


recently dropped an Xmas album on-line. 

@ No DJ worked harder in Boston than the 
almost ubiquitous KC HALLETT, from Middlesex 
Lounge to the Brendan Behan. It all culminated 
Friday December 1, when the man spun for 12 
hours. “What was most rewarding for was 
could all three spots one night and get people 
into the music,” he writes. “I looked out onto the 


Holiday 


XMAS 


5 a Christmas/networkin 


ious, homy fa ility, 
vay back to a studio 


sclud 
ids including the 


mith kept the mu 


Lounge Floor at Rise and everyone was 
dancing! There are bunch chairs 
for people chill that floor, but 
there was no chilling going on at that 
moment, just a Heavy Vibe!” 

@ Astar was born in 2006, namely the 
slack-jawed red-headed wunderkind RED 


FOXXWORTH. Our man joined with Brilliant Mis- 
take’s MISTAKER and formed PROPERAZZI. From Cen- 
tral Square Crafton Street the Rumor club 
the Theater District, these guys were everywhere. 
And to cap the year off, how about those Thunder- 
dome parties the Elks Lodge, all places. 

@ If you've come this far, you got to know who’s 
been left out. Even under the gigantic shadow 
Lansdowne, the homies PAPER kept real week 
after week. 
quit, bringing acts like MSTRKRFT, Aaron 
LaCrate, and Cobra Kai. Their bill of local Djs 
didn’t either. So what do they do for an encore? 
Their new Tuesday-night THROWED takes over 
Harpers Ferry twice a month. . . but you probably 
already knew that. © 


E-MARCE and crew didn’t know when 


DAVID DAY circuits@squar3.com 


IRIT 


hol 


oliday par 


\t 
er: “It 


Crown Victoria 


be a cliché,” said 


Boone bassist Tim McGrath of 

s holiday, “but it’s 

so much more commercially oriented now. I'm 
still big on Christmas, but Santa Claus and 
Christmas trees have nothing with Chris- 


LOCAL 
CDS 


FOR THE WEEK 
OF DECEMBER 17 


NOW 


|_LOREN & WALLY, THE HOLIDAY ALBUM [WROR]) 
2_JAMES TAYLOR AT CHRISTMAS (Columbia) 
VARIOUS ARTISTS, 92.9 WBOS STUDIO 7 LIVE FROM 
THE ARCHIVES, VOLUME IV 

KILLSWITCH ENGAGE, AS DAYLIGHT DIES [Roadrunner] 
GUSTER, GANGING UP ON THE SUN [Reprise] 

DANE COOK, RETALIATION [Comedy Central] 

DANE COOK, HARMFUL IF SWALLOWED [Comedy Central] 
8_STAIND, THE SINGLES 1996-2006 [Flip/Atiantic] 


3_DROPKICK MURPHYS, THE WARRIOR'S CODE [Hellcat] 


COMPILED FROM 
NEWBURY COMICS 


10_THE BEST LOREN WALLY 


CLUB SHOT 


SIVE the Linwood December 15. 


cheer 


tianity.” Top Heavy singer/guitarist Chris Wagn- 
used to be family, hearth, and home and 

little less now.” Johnny High-Test the 
said he grew up in a small town and 


s like “magical” and “excited” to char 


acterize his childhood memo 
ries of the holiday. Now? “! 
hate Christmas, | hate Christ 
mas carols. | don't want to 
hear Chrissie Hynde sing 
Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas. | wanna sleep 
through the whole month 
And former Bristol Michele 
Haber? “I think i'd be too de 
pressed if | answered that 
Holding up the other side 


of the argument was her pal and fellow ex-Bris- 
tol Kim Ernst. “Christmas was the biggest day 
of my life as a kid and | still love it.” Barry Mar- 


shall, guitarist/producer for many groups, also 
loves the season. During the ‘80s, he put on sev- 
en multi-band Christmas shows at Boston ven- 
ues. “! don't have kids, so! don't get excited 
about that end, but Christmas music is great 
And you don't get too freaked out and wired, 
can relaxing time for the family.” 

One band on the bill who surprised a lot of 
cenesters were the rocking boyish outfit the 
lick Five. But keyboardist Ben Romans still of- 
fered an opinion that sounded as if it had been 
tested for the talk-show circuit: “It's family, a 
new magical quality, and [as an adult] you can 
celebrate with a whole other community.” In 
other words, the Q crowd. “You get a chance to 
stop for two seconds and feel you're blessed by 
your friends and loved ones.” Romans was ac 
companied by his girlfriend, the most famous 
person at the party, Disney actress Christy 
Carlson Romano 

But Eli “Paperboy” Reed may have summed 
it up best. He was there to Dj in the lounge 
and play with his band the True Loves. Christ- 
mas doesn't mean much to him. “I'm Jewish, 
so it’s kind of a non-event. But this is cool. | like 
Djing 


L 
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BY JIM SULLI' /AN 


here are good times for the Boston 

music scene and there are bad 

times. But thanks the return 

key players diverse Mission 

Burma and the Prime Movers, the 
rise the-ain’t-afraid-to- 


came back with album that proved 
their punk-cabaret thang ain’t shtick. 
is, it’s working. and they have 
their own ART show. there anything 
this band can’t do? 


be-artsy Dresden Dolls, MISSION BURMA 
hip-hop scene thriv- THE OBLITERATI 
ing even it’s not well rep- Matado 


CELLARS 
STARLIGHT 


_BY MATT ASHARE 


Tesented our 2006 Top 10, 
all-ages hardcore scene 
that just away, 
and everything from Abbey 
Lounge garage-rockers 
avant-garde noisemakers, 
things are about interesting they’ve 
been long time. That means just 
couldn’t include everyone, but, well, we 


And we thought it was just 
little reunion thing they 
were doing. Instead, they’ve 
come back release what 
may their best album 
ever. And they’re still one 
the most influential bands come out 
Boston. Not bad résumé. 


thought you all. CONVERGE 
HEROES 
THE DRESDEN DOLLS Epitaph 
YES VIRGINIA... See, punk not It’s just hiding 
Roadrunner 


under the guise metal some 
another. Converge are one the heaviest, 
hardest, and most uncompromising 


After tour opening for Nine Inch Nails 
and big ol’ Coachella showcase, the Dolls 


HOORAY FOR EARTH Mixing rock guitars and dance beats. 


KELLY DAVIDSON 


minutes and not much more than four chords for the band to 
the kind of simple, anthemic power pop they'd always t 
thePhoenix.com/onthedownload, then be prepared to sing al 
band’s annual holiday gig at Andover Town Hall 


Boston’s best 


Dresden Dolls, Mission Burma, and lots Sixes 


MP3 the Week 


PIEBALD, “OH, THE CONGESTION” 


Ten years on and no closer to stardom, Piebald keep finding ways to get better. Once upon a 

time they were a band defined by their quirks, by Travis Shettel’s archly geektoid sense of humor 

and his ability to turn a simple melody into a manic obstacle course full of twists, turns, and 

on-a-dime shifts from jangly art rock to sweeping piano choruses. No more: on “Congestion 
a teaser for their new Accidental Gentleman (Side One Dummy) it takes less than three 

get from A to B, nailing 

1 around. Grab the MP3 at 


ng December 


(Sid 


bands around, period. Boston 
anywhere else. But we’re happy 
have them. 


THE LOT SIX 

GET BAKED YOUTH KULTURE 
Plastic 

Okay, the Lot Six did the right thing 
and quit the top their game with one 
last release keep fans happy. And then 
they spun off several great side projects, 
one which has become one the best 
bands in town, the hauntingly rootsy 
Frank Smith. 


THE CAMPAIGN FOR REAL-TIME 
MEAN 

self-released 

Any band who can combine hip-hop, 
rock, metal, and all the other stuff that 
goes into typical tune and sound 
like more than the sum their disparate 
parts has gotta doing something right. 
This was one campaign out Boston that 
was winner all the way. 


HOORAY FOR EARTH 

HORAY FOR EARTH 

self-released 

Mixing rock guitars with dance beats 
nothing new these days. But Hooray for 
Earth made sure that Boston had its own 
band who excelled at that art on their 
debut LP. 


Notes JIM SULLIVAN 


Six years ago, the four guys the post-hard- 
core band SMOKE OR FIRE lived in a three 
bedroom Allston house. Then high rents drove them 
all the way down to Richmond, Virginia, where they 
released Above the City and began touring relent- 
lessly. Recently, they've come back to Boston both 
to live and to record a new album. !t all started when 
singer/guitarist joe McMahon's wife got a great job 
here. Bassist Ken Gurley and guitarist Jeremy 
Cochran also came back for what they term “rela- 
tionship” reasons. New drummer Dave Atchison? He 
remains in Portland, Oregon. They 've just finished 
their second CD, This Sinking Ship, and they're plan- 
ning a February 20 release on Fat Wreck Chords 
McMahon: “| think this one’s a little more rock, not a 
ton of super fast-paced songs. We started off very 
fast and loud: now we're loud but there are some 
slow, longer songs.” We're still not talking arena bal- 


lads here: the new disc fits tunes into just min- 


22 at the 


CHRISTIANS LIONS 

MORE SONGS FOR 
DREAMSLEEPERS THE 

VERY AWAKE 

ECA 

Ben Potrykus must have known was 
leaving something pretty good when 
said goodbye his frontman slot the Re- 
ceiving End Sirens. But must have 
figured that could once, could 
again. Christians Lions proves 
was right. 


CERTIFIED BANANAS 
SPRANG 

self-released 

duo from Boston who are getting gigs 
remixing Lady Sov? right. Certified 
Bananas may make Enormous Room their 
facto home, but they’re slowly spread- 
ing the word that Boston has a DJ scene as 
potent as any other city’s. 


BON SAVANTS 

POST ROCK DEFENDS THE NATION 
E to the Pi 

You could label Bon Savants merely an- 
other neo-new-wave outfit, but they’re just 
doing what Britpop bands have being doing 
for the past decade: backing a charismatic 
frontman with synth and guitar hooks that 
create moody textures without losing sight 
the rock. 


HELMS 

SECRET DOORS 

self-released 

Boston has a tradition of dark, hard-rock- 
ing, post-Sonic Youth rock that may border 
discord but never quite loses its place, 
from Come to Victory at Sea to Ho-Ag. In 
fact, consider this a nod to Helms's buddies 
Victory Sea and Ho-Agaswell. 


utes. “It’s political in a sense,” McMahon adds. “| 

wanted to go back further than what's happening 
with the president and government and write about 

how people get anery in the first place: family issues 
social environment, religion.” 

As “Circuits” reported last week, MR. LIF's tour 
with the Coup was derailed by a horrible bus crash 
from which everyone emerged more or less intact. In 
the spirit of the season, Lif has re-released “Santa's 
Got a Muthafuckin Uzi" and put it up on 
MySpace.com/mrlif. We're betting you'll find it loads 
more fun than Black Christmas. in the Lif tune 
which first came out last Christmas in limited-edi 
tion vinyl, a coke-snorting Santa steals Lif’s stuff 
and kicks his butt with his helpers, Bush and Cheney. 

Cambridge's INCA SON have won the Indepen- 
dent Music Awards nod for Best World Traditional 
Song of the year, "Viaje al Montafia.” Among the 
judges were Peter Gabriel, Bill Frisell, Buddy Guy, and 
Suzanne Vega; the prizes include promotion to col 
lege-and-public radio by Boston's Planetary Group © 


JIM SULLIVAN jimsullivanink@verizon.net 
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LADY SOVEREIGN earned 


an island of her own. 


Neo-new-what: 


From Arctic Monkeys Gnarls Barkley Flaming Lips and beyond 


BY MATT ASHARE 


> 


GNARLS BARKLEY thrived on Cee-Lo’s Dirty South vocals 


he real album of the year is a disc 

that probably didn’t cross many 

people’s paths 2006, Rhino 

comp titled Future Retro that pairs 

various DJs/electronicists 
(Richard X, Tiga, the Crystal Method) 
with classic new-wave tracks by the 
Cure, Echo the Bunnymen, Depeche 
Mode, and New Order. And as long as 
this new wave of new wave keeps up, 
those French dudes in Nouvelle Vague, 
who offered suave bossa-novacained re- 
workings of the Bunnymen’s “The Killing 
Moon,” New Order's “Confusions,” and 
the Cure’s “Ever Fallen in Love?” on Bande 
4 Part (Luaka Bop/V2), will always have a 
good gig. 

Of course, music, whether you call it 
rock pop, has been stealing from its 
own past for decades, and that’s never 
kept oddball geniuses from finding their 
own way into the cultural subconscious. 


But 2006 is the first 
year in recent memo- 
ry in which, once you 
got past the whole 
neo-new-wave thing 
and realized that emo 
just self-reflective 
pop, there was no 
dominant genre. 
Prog-metal is going 
strong; so are synth 
dance pop, folkish in- 
; die pop, British inva- 


, and electro-or 


fusions. If you 


t find con 
tind some 


yer T 
pas 


sion 


ate about in 2006, you 


ening 


>. 


ARCTIC 
MONKEYS 
WHATEVER 
PEOPLE SAY! 
AM, THAT’S 
WHAT NOT 
Domino 
These Sheffield boys 
may not have been 
the best all-around 
band of the year, but 
embracing the In- 
ternet as a marketing 
tool and delivering 
irresistibly rakish sin- 
gle Bet You Look 
Good the 
Dancefloor,” Arctic 
Monkeys got the year 
off smashing 
start. The album it- 
self sports the wry, 
hooky, laddish charm that’s always char- 
acterized the best Britpop. And didn’t 
they set some sort of record for first-week 
sales in the UK? 


GNARLS BARKLEY 

ST. ELSEWHERE 

Downtown 

If Danger Mouse had hung his head- 
phones after the “Grey Album,” he’d 
have secured himself a place in history. 
Instead, keeps finding ways stay 
relevant. one could have predicted 
that a collaboration with Goodie Mob 
rapper Cee-Lo would even top his Danger- 
doom project with Doom, much less 
deliver a big fat hit single. But there are 
two kinds soul: the buttoned-up and 
beautiful (John Legend) and the naughty, 
groove thing that Cee-Lo, a Dirty South 
native, has bred in the bone. Me, | prefer 
the latter. 


— 


THE FLAMING LIPS 

WAR WITH THE MYSTICS 
Warner Bros. 

the usual scheme things, got 
your escapist music and your hard-bitten 
dose of reality. Somehow, Flaming Lips vi- 
sionary frontman Wayne Coyne delivers 
both this disc, leading his band 
through funhouse mirror full grand 
and gritty psychedelic guitar pop while al- 
everything from suicide 
bombers to a war without purpose as he 
surveys wasteland Britney Spearhead- 
ed reality-TV celebrity culture. 


RETURN COOKIE MOUNTAIN 
Interscope 

TV on the Radio aren’t funkier or groovier 
than any other Brooklyn indie band who 
are home with guitar hook and pro- 
grammed electronic beat. But neither are 
pop instincts overridden their 
determination to experiment with sound. 
Signing to Interscope may eventually 
bring them bigger audience; also may 
have had something to do with the failure 
the downloadable “Dry Drunk Emperor” 
—a nice little tribute to George W. — to 
make the cut for the album. Or maybe 
they just didn’t want to muddy the art- 
damaged waters Cookie Mountain with 
politics. 


LADY SOVEREIGN 

PUBLIC WARNING 

Def jam 

Just because Jay-Z paid good money to get 
the much hyped queen grime onto his 
Def Jam roster doesn’t mean that Public 
Warning hip-hop album. What clear, 
especially “My England,” that the 
five-foot-one Lady with the big mouth 
comes from long tradition politicized 
Brit-rockers. Wasn’t Joe Strummer rap- 
ping “Radio Clash”? Sovereign may 
eventually evolve into something closer 
American rapper, but for now she 
stands alone island her own cre- 
ation, somewhere between Land’s End 
and Plymouth Rock. 


THE DECEMBERISTS 

THE CRANE WIFE 

Capitol 

all the indie-rock storytelling folks 
with their hearts their sleeves and 
place the play list, the Decemberists 
seem the best equipped take advantage 
Capitol’s major-label recording dollars. 
And The Crane Wife would seem just 
the beginning the grand visions singer- 
songwriter Colin Meloy has for his literate 
folk-pop band. the very least, Meloy 
proved has the creative spark that elud- 


ed his fellow Northwestern indie-rocker in 
Death Cab for Cutie, Ben Gibbard, in 2006. 


SCISSOR SISTERS 
TA-DA 


Universal 

Nobody provided better sonic escape 
route in 2006 than the coed-fronted, out 
of-the-closet Scissor Sisters, the best 
British band to come out of the US since 
the ’80s. Sure, their debut album with its 
“Tits on the Radio” was fun. But Ta-Da’s 
the better of the two: it’s almost as if the 
band knew they had something to prove 
in terms of songwriting, and they pulled 
off with plenty hooks and irresisti 
elodies, not to mention a little help 
from Sir Elton John. 


BUILT SPILL 

YOU REVERSE 

Warner Bros. 

It was five years since we'd last heard 
from singer/guitarist Doug Martsc 
Writer’s block? No, it seems Martsch was 
just spending some time with his family. 
There’s less jamming here than the 
first couple major-label discs, 
but the songs never feel truncated, and 
there’s still plenty room for all the 
great guitar heroics. Sure, absence makes 
the heart grow fonder, but You in Reverse 
would have been a great album anyway. 


THE MARS VOLTA 
AMPUTECHTURE 

Universal 

the neo-prog run-off, was almost 
dead heat between the Volta guys and So 
Divided (Universal) by . . . And You Will 
Know the Trail Dead, especially 
after that show they played at Avalon 
with Amanda Palmer guesting. But the 
test real hard-rock band their live 
show, the Mars Volta had tad more 
charisma, plus those siren-like Robert 
Plant vocals. They also gave writing 
concept album and opted rock. 


STARS CCTV 

Atlantic 

not even sure this album had the im- 
pact imagine must have had over 
native England. But the debut 
by these Clash-style guttersnipes — with 
their disaffected political outlook, their 
reggae dynamics, and those echoes Joe 
Strummer I couldn’t get out of my head — 
tricked into proclaiming Hard-Fi the 
best British import year that was full 
born bastard and give them last re- 
maining spot because more people need 
check this album out. 


— 


‘ 
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Diversified 


incoming 


_BY MATTHEW GASTEIER 


It’s testament the strength 

hip-hop, the medium enters 
its third decade, that 2006 would see 
such wide range sounds well 
Tepresented, from commercial an- 
thems abstract beat tapes. But 
what was most promising about 2006 
was its geographical diversity. Al- 
though New York and continue 
lead the way, great artists are 
longer confined even acknowledged 
hot spots like Houston. England 
coasting into the middle golden 
period, and under-the-radar domestic 


locales like Miamiand Kentucky 


proving the universality and adapt- 
ability hip-hop here home. 


CLIPSE 

HELL HATH FURY 

jive 

With back story that could fill book, 
the Neptunes-backed Clipse’s sophomore 
album finally found its way into stores 
this fall. was worth the wait. Hell Hath 
Fury stunning display the best 
coke rap has offer: dark crime tales, 
sharp humor, and some the dirtiest 
beats ever turned into 1’s and o’s. 


THE GAME 

DOCTOR’S ADVOCATE 

Geffen 

The follow-up his multi-platinum 
The Documentary even more packed with sin- 
gles, and thanks his improved lyric-writ- 
ing skills, it’s far superior to rival 50 Cent’s G- 
Unit output over the past two years. 


Z-RO 

STILL LIVIN’ 

Rap-A-Lot 

Another fine release from the best rapper 
Houston, Still Livin’ takes Z-Ro’s usu- 
sing-rap style flow and puts some 
unusual beats. The 
result compelling and heartfelt. 


SWAY 

THIS DEMO 

All City 

Don’t call grime: Sway makes British 
hip-hop and makes well, with rap- 
id-fire delivery and diverse beats that add 
powerful presence the UK. Even 
next great releases from Akala, Wonder, 
and Lady Sovereign, This Demo can 
proudly represent England circa 2006. 


GHOSTFACE KILLAH 
FISHSCALE 

Def 

Although can’t compare with the Wu-Tang 
MC’s classic, Supreme Clientele (2000), Fishscale 
continues Ghostface’s innovative streak. Un- 
like anything else released this any year. 


THE GAME Advocate personal best. 


PITBULL 
MARIEL 

clubs, like England’s, are much bet- 
ter known for dance music than for hip-hop, 
but Cuban-American Pitbull has been using 
the booty-shakin’ traditions his home 
town add Latin flavor Southern-style 
hip-hop. Mariel his most consistent 
record, mix social statements and party 
slogans, all thrown over dirty dance beats. 


NAS 

HIP HOP DEAD 

Def jam 

Nas records are often maligned for their 
beats, which never measure the 
Queens-born rapper’s mic skills. were 
any less-talented MC, that might matter. 


CAPPABLACK 

FACADES AND SKELETONS 

Scape Germany 

This Japanese duo turn out the kind ex- 
cellent glitch-hop instrumentals that 
Prefuse used make, and and 
Skeletons all clicks and cuts, blended and 
strained into hip-hop mold for maxi- 
mum portability. 


RHYMEFEST 
BLUE COLLAR 
Alido/j Records 

The co-author of Kanye West’s monster “Je- 
sus Walks,” Chicago-born Rhymefest, re- 
leased his debut little press. It’s 
shame, because Blue Collar announces the 
arrival one hip-hop’s best new lyri- 
And samples the Strokes. 


CUNNINLYNGUISTS 

PIECE STRANGE 

L.A. Underground 

CunninLynguists made near-perfect under- 
ground hip-hop record time when that 
scene seemed stale and and they 
did the middle the Bluegrass State. 
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WHEN YOU NEED CUSTOM PRINTED 


T-SHIRTS 
SWEATSHIRTS AND MORE... 


since 1989 


When the Boston 
needs t-shirts they 


617-625-3335 
email info@qrsts.com 


MIT LIST VISUAL ARTS CENTER 


sensorium 


embodied experience, technology, 
and contemporary art 


part of RAW. (Rinnigade Art Works) 


Part two part exhibition with Mathieu Briand, 
Janet Cardiff and George Bures Miller, Ryoji Ikeda, 
Bruce Nauman and Sissel Tolaas 


Alix Pearlstein: 
The King, the Mice and the Cheese 


we 


Exhibitions view through December 
Ames Street, Kendall Square 


Information: (617) 253-4680 


eee 
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ROSCOE MITCHELL 
10-minute alto solo 
that stopped time. 


Let ’em sin 


BY JON GARELICK 


ere, in no particular order, are 
some my favorite things from 
among the people, CDs, and per- 
formances | wrote about this 


year. 


BRANFORD MARSALIS 
UARTET 
RACCTOWN 


Marsalis Music 


o long, Jay! Maybe later, 
ne being, a 


r 


Ther Walls 


DOMINIQUE EADE 
JED WILSON 
OPEN 


iblime, daring mix 


s su 
jazz and “singer-s 


ties. 
My Secret Life” to the table; Eade 

rought a couple of standards and a 
handful of originals that display her hu- 
mor, honesty, lyric imagination, and vo- 
cal agility. And they got to cut loose with 
this material rip-roaring show the 
Regattabar. 


SOUND 
Sound Grammar 

his album (bearing t 
record label) is Ornette’ i 
and brings disc the quartet he’s been 
playing with festivals the past few 
years: two basses (usually one bowed, one 
plucked, Creg Cohen and Tony Falanga) 
and his son Denardo drums. His alto 
playing has never sounded more pure 
more beautiful. From the upward swoop 
into that vocal timbre the first tune, 
you have feel grateful that this one 
giant who’s survived, and lucky 
here with him. 


ESPERANZA SPALDING 


t 


he 


ame of his new 
rst in 10 years, 


n 


Ayva 

Spalding the only serious jazz band- 
leader I know of (except for maybe Dizzy 
who could lead audience 
sing-along and get away with it. triple 
threat singer, composer, and virtuoso 
bassist, she has that kind engaging 
charm on the bandstand. In her shows 
around town, the 22-year-old Berklee 
teacher sings along light soprano 


her flowing bass lines 
not easy. She’s constantly ws 
creating new bands, new 
combinations with which : 
try out new arrange- 
ments, sometimes with a ’ 
second vocalist, mixing a j 
bit Brazil with bebop. 
She's a reminder of what a 
musical community is all 


ahon 
about. 


FRANCISCO MELA 


but 
is assured debut as Ss 
er. also has 
ht guests —- sax- 
ophonists George Garzone 
and Joe Lovano — and 
standout contributions 
om tenor-sax Anat Co- 
arists Lionel 
ke and Nir Felder, and 
pianist Leo Genovese. But 
the material he’s given 
them play: original 
Afro-Cuban roots with the 
loose, modern jazz style 
inspired the Miles- 
Wayne-Herbie axis. He and bassist Peter 
Slavov balance tight and loose, beats that 
refresh the ear every turn. 


MONIKA BAND 

BRIGHT 

self-released 

The opening track “Organs” hits you 
with rock-guitar rhythms, angular duel- 
ing vocals, a jazz-vibes solo, and jarring 
poetry got some friends who are 
living inside me. Organs and flesh. 
Bones bones!”). Which is one way of say- 
ing that this debut by NEC-to-Brooklyn 
transplant Monika Heidemann is surpris- 
ing every way. When she isn’t writing 
her own lyrics, she’s setting poetry by 
Allen Cinsberg or covering Steve Lacy’s 
settings Herman Melville and Brion 
Gysin. The latter, “Somebody Special,” 
was personal hit single the year, 
with its droning bass, Jeremy 
stunning slow-boil alto solo, and Heide- 
mann’s ardent, comic vocals. 


MORE VOCAL SAMPLING 
Female vocalists could easily have over- 
taken the list this year. Heidemann’s vo- 
cal partner “Organs” was SOFIA 
KOUTSOVITIS. And Koutsovitis sang with 
Spalding her own self-released Ojald, 
where she set her vocals and pan-Ameri- 
can approach (she’s from Buenos Aires, 


zigs in tow 


studied Boston) against her dramatic 
arrangements for nonet. The intense, 
Czech-born singer/songwriter/cuatro 
player MARTA TOPFEROVA sings Spanish 
like a native; her latest CD, Flor Nocturna 
(World Village), and show at Scullers 
were highlights. And CASSANDRA WILSON 
released her most hip-hop-influenced al- 
bum, Thunderbird (Blue Note), and sound- 
she were having more fun than 
she’s had years. More fun for us, too. 


OHN TCHICAI-CHARLIE 
KOHLHASE-GARRISON FEWELL 
GOOD SONGS 

Boxholder 

Here’s the perfect balance arranged 
and free material, and a compositional 
approach even the free-est it. Two 
reeds and the great Afro-Dutch 
player Tchicai) and one guitar (Fewell) 
navigate synchronized entrances and ex- 
its as unison themes alternate with col- 
lective improv and cappella arias all 
around. The writing gives each tune its 
own character: bebop romps, South 
American folk tune, misterioso Middle 
Eastern ballad and Fewell’s “X-Ray Vi- 
sion” could “The Man Love” 
arranged and reharmonized Mingus. 
guilty having missed two shows 
this year where brought Tchicai 
town. Gimme another chance, Charlie? 


ESPERANZA SPALDING What musical community all about. 


ROSCOE MITCHELL 


The founding member the Art Ensemble 
Chicago and the Association for the Ad- 
vancement Creative Musicians (AACM) 
spent few days New England Conserva- 
tory and taught the lessons Chicago 
self-reliance well how improvise 
like composer and compose like impro- 
viser. The year also saw the release the re- 
constituted AEC’s Non-Cognitive Aspects the 
City (ECM) with new members Corey Wilkes 
(trumpet) and Jaribu Shahid (bass) plus 
trio with trombonist George Lewis and 
AACM mentor Muhal Richard Abrams, 
Streaming (Pi). NEC concert Mitchell 
conducted the students his own orches- 
tral and small-ensemble pieces and played 
10-minute alto solo that stopped time. 


FATS WALLER 

FATS WALLER HIS RHYTHM: 

YOU GOT ASK, 

YOU AIN’T GOT IT! 

Bluebird/Legacy 

I’m breaking own rule about keeping 
Teissues and “previously unreleased” dead 
guys off the list, simply because must 
have listened this three-CD set the 
great singer, songwriter, and pianist 
(1904-1943) more than the work of any oth- 
artist this year. (Okay, Heidemann doing 
Lacy came strong second.) even got 
like the pipe-organ tracks. 


| 


agen 


we 
things, deep Coltrane. And he’s been Ayva 
ing it for the past few years with one of The young Cuban drum- 
the best — or maybe one of the only i 
WOTKINg Dandcs if jaZZ: pianist joey 
Calderazzo, bassist Eric Revis, and drum 
For her first album in six years, singer = 
with the young pianist and NEC grad 
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NEW BUIL 


COLL ECTION/NEW ART 


ARE YOU READ FORTHIS? 


BOSTON HARBOR 100 NOR 


The grand opening of the ICA 
is proudly co-sponsored by 


Official Media Partners 


The Boston Globe 


STATE STREET. 


Performing Arts 
Media Partner 


Pan 


PUTTY 


an 
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_BY TED 


Two-thousand-six was black year for 

blues. Important members the first 
and second generations the music’s 
electric pioneers joined the death list. 
Delta guitarist Robert Lockwood, Missis- 
sippi-hill-country diva Jessie Mae 
Hemphill, harpman Snooky Pryor, six- 
stringer Etta Baker, St. Louis juker Henry 
Townshend, R&B singer Ruth Brown, pi- 
anists Floyd Dixon and Jay McShann, and 
African synthesist Ali Farke Toure were 
among them. The local community was 
shocked the sudden death one its 
most beloved figures, pianist and promot- 
er Teo Leyasmeyer. And 95 North Record- 
ings, which held the promise leg-up 
for many regional performers, fell victim 
the current bleak conditions the mu- 
sic industry. The recent collapse Tower 
Records, the last deep-inventory chain of 
music shops America, also promises 
mean repercussions in blues, where labels 
often survive catalogue sales. 

And yet, certain artists refused to be mar- 
ginalized least found ways thrive 
the margins. Brookline’s own 
melon Slim” Homans made national de- 
but, Watermelon Slim @ the Workers (Northern- 
Blues), that combined lonesome hound-dog 
vocals, wry songwriting, raw slide guitar, 
and soulful bare-boned arrangements. 
Nicole Nelson and Dwight Ritcher left their 
bands and moved to New York City, where 
they fermented a potent, versatile repertoire 
duo who’re winning more acclaim than 
their past work did. And the World’s Great- 
est Sinners started tearing local clubs 
with a little-big-band distillation of R&B, 
blues, and bare-knuckled rock and roll that’s 
absolute must-see. 

Nonetheless, when came record- 
ings, the classics and a host of well-estab- 
lished performers triumphed. Here are the 
year’s best blues CDs: 


T-BONE BURNETT 

THE TRUE FALSE IDENTITY 
Columbia 

Modern, edgy, and unconven- 
tional blues at its most com- 
pelling. 


SOLOMON BURKE 
NASHVILLE 

Shout! Factory 

The soulful, feel-good disc the 
year explores the enduring links 
country and blues. 


BUDDY GUY 

CAN’T QUIT THE BLUES 
Sony/Legacy 

How eloquent and expressive can 
guitar get? Guy provides the an- 
swer three CDs and DVD. 


WATERMELON SLIM 
THE WORKERS 
NorthernBlues 

Hands-down the debut of the 
year. 


Live 


CHRIS THOMAS KING 
RISE 


21st Century Blues 

The deepest look post-Katrina New 
Orleans and the broken American spirit 
blues artist date. 


CHARLIE MUSSELWHITE 
DELTA HARDWARE 

Real 

nasty old-style pilgrimage Mussel- 
white’s Mississippi home. 


THE WOOD BROTHERS 

WAYS NOT LOSE 

Blue Note 

Crafty and playful bass and guitar duets 
that stretch the genre while respecting its 
soulful axis. 


OTIS TAYLOR 

BELOW THE FOLD 

Telarc 

Another terrific, and more upbeat, outing 
the style’s best contemporary songwriter. 


JAMES HUNTER 

PEOPLE GONNA TALK 
Go/Rounder 

The year’s most over-hyped blues disc. 
Still, Hunter’s energy, live charm, and 
marvelous singing counter his lack 
originality. 


JOHN LEE HOOKER HOOKER 
Shout! Factory 

Finally, call me biased, because I wrote 
the liner notes, but this four-CD box 
moving portrait one the genre’s most 
important and profound artists. From his 
early, and late, solo sides his final 
recordings with acolytes like Carlos San- 
tana and Bonnie Raitt, Hooker was a one- 
man history the blues. His sensibility 
spanned its most primal, moving, and 
mysterious aspects and its most 
overblown incarnations. 


SOLOMON BURKE The soul master explored the 
links between country and blues. 


im 
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IT'S BEEN VERY GOOD 
INDEED. CERTAINLY HOPE YOU 
CAN SAY THE SAME. THERE ANYTHIN 
CAN HELP YOUR 2007, HESITA 
CONTACT HERE ALPHABET ARM. CAR 
SEE FEW THE PROJECTS WORKED 

OVER THE COURSE THE YEAR? 


LPHABETARM.COM 


(617) 45 rime Ss Now 


HIRE OCTANE 


SCALING HIGH GROWTH COMPANIES 


sepia 4:4 8 


iCYCLES FOLLOW SIGNS: 


Weekend 
plans yet? 


BANNING EYRE 
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Staring!, THE REFUGEE ALL STARS The Sierra Leone group were the surprise hit. 
santas 
TUK, Griptas vw 
Top lists are always arbitrary, golese interior the big city Kin- 


especially when applied shasa. This package offers trance mu- 
“genre” sprawling world music. extraordinaire without ounce 
Once again, 2006 picks tilttoward pretension, and eye-popping DVD 
Africa, especially West Africa. Accused the featured groups boot. 
bias, plead guilty. But the region 
has produced the most inventive THOMAS MAPFUMO 
African release the year, Cheikh RISE 
Lé’s Lamp Fall, as wellas the landmark Real World 
final recording AliFar- Although exiled and embattled, the 
ka Toure, new work from Salif Keita, lion of Zimbabwe still writes some of 
and astounding surprise: the the best songs African pop. There 
Refugee All Stars. Justa few yearsago, aren't many African bandleaders of 
this group from Sierra Leone were lan- generation still alive and the 
guishing the refugee camps game, certainly none who can match 
and the slums Freetown. creative drive. 
December they played live Oprah. 


Much 


Discounted Parking 


THE REFUGEE ALLSTARS SAVANE 
THIS WEEKEND! LIVING LIKE REFUGEE World Circuit 
- Anti- Before he died of cancer at 66 last 


Star the Comedy Central 
special “Boyish Man” and from 
HBO’s “Tourgasm” and NBC’s 

“Last Comic Standing 


GARY GULMAN 


The group’s reggae/palm wine/gumbe the reluctant guitar icon en- 
blend unpolished but irresistibly joyed one last burst interest the 
soulful. The spirit the early Wailers recording studio. His final work his 
lives again in their best songs. But most elaborate, intertwining roots 
now that life is good for these guys, genres from his native Mali with pas- 
will they still produce such powerful sion and flair. And his craggy voice 


hooks? never sounded better. 
“The R-Rated Hypnotist” World Circuit Luaka Bop 


blend bracing Senegalese mbal- 
and sensuous Afro-Cuban strains 


Zé is a Brazilian maverick, and this 
“unfinished operetta” takes slav- 
takes Brazilian tinge bondage, and love with eccentric- 
international release. But genre ity, grace, and humor. His melodic 
classification does justice these gift and delightfully offbeat arrang- 
ied songs from one the style shine these brief gems. 
nal stylists African music today. 


FRANK SANTOS 
There’s better way for you 
your friends spend New Eve! 


ANDREW DICE CLAY 


“The Undisputed Heavyweight SALIF KEITA 
King Comedy” Returns! CONGOTRONICS MBEMBA 
NEW EVE! Crammed Discs Decca 


last seems have found his true col- 
ors: meticulously produced, acoustic 
dance music. avoiding formulas, 
one the world’s most powerful 
singers has managed keep the 
music fresh. Keita the top his 
game. 


ANGA 

ECHU MINGUA 

World Circuit 

Long stylish sideman, this Cuban 
congero turns out have expan- 
sive, jazz-informed vision. Too bad 
this release more fresh and inven- 
tive than anything in the Buena Vista 
Social Club catalogue turns out 
his last. August, suffered heart 
attack and died. He was just 45 years 
old. 


TRIO JOUBRAN 
RANDANA 

Randana 

Three virtuoso, oud-playing, 
Palestinian brothers join forces 

instrumental tour force. 
Exquisite ensemble work proves 
that this fraternity share more than 
just chops. 


KAYHAN KALHOR/ 
ERDAL ERZINCAN 

THE WIND 

ECM 

Kalhor, master classical Iranian 
kamanceh (violin), delves into impro- 
visatory music with Erzincan the 
Turkish long-necked lute, the 
baglama. The result gentle and in- 
trospective, and also exceptional, be- 
cause all that classical technique 


“ M 6 | ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT EE TON PHOENIX 
ARDCORE GEAR FOR HARDCORE PEOPL 
GODE 


LADIES FREE 


UNTIL 


check out music club listings. 
WBOS Live From The Archives, Volume 
Featuring Exclusive Tracks By: 
Guster The Fray 
Sister Hazel Sonya Kitchell 
Meika Pauley Mat Kearney 


Rocco DeLuca 
The Burden 


And More... 


Available all Newbury Comics Stores, 
Whole Foods Markets and online www.wbos.com 


Shawn Mullins 


Gomez 


THE REPLACEMENTS 
DON'T YOU KNOW WHO | THINK 
| WAS?: THE BEST OF THE RE- 
PLACEMENTS | Sire/Reprise | The 
ts have always been 


ably bad tim 


uld become the 
crowd. But when pay 
the Replacements were 
yw we have a perfectly 


atest-hits disc, De 
I Think I Was, 
includ terial both 
ts years at Sire 
7's two-disc All 
Nothing for All, their formative be 
gs with Twin/Tone. This is 
disc that should have come out 
‘97, when the evolution from 


Ride” to the disaffected anti-an 
them “Color Me Impressed” to the 
disaffected heartbreak of “Un 
sfied” and “Answering Ma 

ie” to the rootsy pop of “Kiss 
Me on the Bus” and “Achin’ To Be” 
might have had a chance for a sec 
ond life. Not to mention “Left of 
the Dial,” an ode to indie rock a 
good decade before the term came 
into popular usage. But by that 
point Westerberg was too busy 
rew ng Seger tunes to realize 
that the moment for the drunk 
and disorderly broken poet 
prankster had perhaps arrived 
Listening to the naked soul search 
ing of “Unsatisfied” or the guarded 
romanticism of “I Will Dare” to 
day, you could even trace what's 
now called emo back to the Re 
placements. But only if you were 
so inclined. There are two new 


sa 


ch 


THE REPLACEMENTS This the disc that should have come out 


tunes on Don't You Know, both 
recorded with original bassist 
Tommy Stinson and drummer Josh 
Freese (A Perfect Circle/Cuns N 
Roses/etc.), both perfectly accept 
able and ul 


th 


lately irrelevant to 
areer of a band who achieved 


much 
so much 


and so little all at once 


Matt Ashare 


»®®© THE OC MIX 6: COVERING 
OUR TRACKS | Warner Bros 


part of the well-oiled genius 
of The OC is 
tion of far 


nt appropria 


soap source 
material, it makes sense that the 
hit Fox series’s latest mix CD col 
lects covers of tunes most of the 
show's viewers likely already 
know. In a way, TheC 


itself is a 
ver of Beverly Hills 

10, so there's a neat formal sym 
metry at work here. Sometimes, 


like the show's production squad, 
the covering bands apply new 
shine to their chosen text: LA's 
Coldspot put some pep into the 
step of Modest Mouse's “Float On,” 
draining the tune of Isaac Brock’s 
cosmic gravitas but selling its 
don't-worry-be-happy optimism, 
whereas Tally Hall, from Michi 
gan, replace the Killers’ scene-guy 
cynicism with Flaming Lips-style 
whimsy in “Smile like You Mean 
It.” Other acts fare less well, sac 
rificing what made a song worth 
hearing in the first place: Mates of 
State's drowsy version of Phantom 
Planet's “California,” for example, 
has none of the original's young 
person drama — kind of a bummer 
when you remember that “Califor 
nia” serves as The OC's main 
theme 

Mikael Wood 


®®® CANDY BUTCHERS | MAK- 
ING UP TIME | Good Morning 
Monkey | After treading the waters 
of Boston in the mid ‘90s, the Can- 
dy Butchers — singer/guitarist 
Mike Viola and drummer Todd 
Foulsham — set off for New York 
City armed with an acoustic gui 
tar, a snare drum, and inventive, 
well-crafted pop songs. Making Up 
Time is an album of unreleased ma 
terial from that period ('94-'98) 


presented as something of a great- 
est-hits package. From the over 
lapping vocal harmonies of “Black 
Eyed Susan” to the upbeat groove 
of the otherwise dark “Bruises and 
Beauty Marks,” Viola proves a 

er who can get inside a 

s head and find fresh, 
sometimes surreal imagery among 
familiar settings. In “Jerkwater 
County,” townfolk “walk out on 
lovers in their father’s shoes”; 


e-legged ring 
master” wi cks his whip 


dly” whi 


nvisible lions me 
ow in the hall.” As strange as Vio 
la’s story songs may get, the clas 
sic pop melodies always bring 

the ack down to earth. And asa 
sam ng of a band's best work, 
Making Up Time does just that: in 
stead of holding back his real pop 
gems for a major-label release, Vi 
ola makes up for lost time by put 
ting them all out there now on his 
own label 


Sue Bell 


COUNTRY 


»}®®® JOHNNY CASH | AT SAN 
QUENTIN — LEGACY EDITION | Co- 
lumbia/Legacy | Johnny Cash at San 
Quentin was a huge hit in 1969. The 
single “A Boy Named Sue” even 
bumped the Stones off the charts. 
But 37 years later, here's the entire 
show — the one at which the fa- 
mous photo of Cash flipping off a 
cameraman was taken — on two 
CDs plus a DVD. And it’s every bit 
as raw and furious as that photo 
would suggest. Cash had, we're 
told, been off pills for months, but 
there’s still a hophead's dryness in 
his throat that makes these tunes 
sound as if they were coming from 
his hard leathery core. There's 
much here that the original single 
LP omitted, like stiletto-sharp gui- 
tarist Car! Perkins delivering a 
brilliant “Biue Suede Shoes,” and 
the Carter Family (with country- 
music matriarch Mother Maybelle) 
singing gorgeous mountain har 
mony, particularly when backing 
Cash on the gospel “Peace in the 


@i 


Valley.” There's also a ripping run 
through “Jackson,” his smash duet 
with June Carter Cash. But mostly 
there's Cash, singing lost-soul-to 
lost-souls about the rot of prison 
life (“San Quentin,” “Orange Blos- 
som Special”), the pain of broken 
love (“I Still Miss Someone”), and 
the lure of sex (“Big River,” “Blis 
tered”). When he berates the war- 
den for a glass of water that’s 
brown and then smashes it on the 
stage, it sounds as if a riot might 
break out. The truth is, this is 
Cash in absolute control of his art, 
his life, and his captive audience. 


Ted Drozdowski 


HIP-HOP 


}®© YOUNG JEEZY | THE INSPI- 
RATION | Def jam | In anything re- 
sembling a normal world, Young 
Jeezy would be absurd, a caricature 
of a stereotype turned into a car- 
toon. If Jay-Z used the archetypal 
gangster persona to create a por 
trait of a drug dealer as a young 
man, Jeezy’s boiled-down capital- 
ist would be a perfect fit. A minute 
into The Inspiration, Jeezy “com- 
mands” his listeners “to get mon- 
ey.” Looping that line for an hour 
might have been just as effective 
as The Inspiration itself. Fortunately, 
getting the money isn’t all this fol- 
low-up to last year’s breakthrough 
Let's Get It cares about, and the sin- 
gles here are fire: “I Luv It” sets 
the bar with anthemic synths and 
brittle drum kicks, and Timbaland 
builds on that with “3 A.M.,” toss- 
ing in squiggly strings and a 
bridge that's almost a cappella. 
“Dreamin’,” where Jeezy tells the 
story of how his mother's addic- 
tion clashed with his own drug 
dealing, is promising, but he re 
solves what could have been drama 
too easily with her “10 years 
clean.” He's just not ready to get 
serious about the conflicts of the 
lifestyle he raps with such inspira- 
tion about. 

Matthew Gasteier 


WORLD 


®®© TARTIT | ABOCABOK | 
Crammed Discs | Tartit are one of 
the best-known Tuareg roots 
groups in the world. More folkloric 
than their rocking brethren in 
Tinariwen, these five women and 
four men from the Timbuktu area 
work mostly with traditional in- 
struments (tinde drum, imzad 
fiddle, tehardent lute, voices, 
handclaps, and wooden flute), and 
some of their material, like the 
desert song “Tihou Beyatene,” 
could easily pass for field record- 
ings. But Tartit also use electric 
and acoustic guitars, and they 
venture at times into the folk-rock 
realm staked out by Tinariwen. 
“Achahore I Chachare Akate” of- 
fers a dense weave of voices, hand 
drums, clapping, and layers of 
plucked strings. The sinewy, se- 
ductive “Tadsaq” is a sparer, more 
plaintive electric-guitar-driven 
song. “Eha Ehenia” (about a bad 
girl) and “Chargouba” (about two 
rich men) offer slow and fast takes 
on Tuareg trance grooves, with the 
focus on women's voices, some- 
times keening, even grunting. 
Recorded in Mali with crisp, no- 
nonsense production and a stylis- 
tically varied repertoire, this may 
be the most subtly realized release 
of Tuareg roots music to date. 
_Banning Eyre 
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www.thePhoenix.com/download 


Download 


_BY MATT ASHARE 


It's worth checking out the Rhino Web site just to see 
what new goodies the Rhino Handmade folks have 
cooked stuff you won't find most stores 
even find out about unless you check with Rhino. 
And now getting into the 
with “Rhino Hi-Fives,” five-packs downloads 
rom various artists for the bargain price $3.99. 
tried Wilco and was surprised find that all the tracks 
were from just two of the band’s albums. At least they 
weren't the most obvious cuts 


Wilc 

Not the most inspiring song 
to start, well, anything off 
with, “Far, Far Away” is a 
slow, strummy, sad little 
acoustic number — the first 
of three from Being There — 
that finds jeff Tweedy in a 
funk over the distance 
between himself and his 
love. “I long to hold you in 
my arms and sway | 
need to see you tonight.” 
Yep, some sad, sad stuff, 
with harmonica moaning in 
the backeround to keep you 
focused on just how lonely 
our man Tweedy is 


Wilco 


Okay, now the band are 
cooking with a pounding 
Motown beat, some Stonesy 
guitar chords, a driving bass 
line, and lyrics that Tweedy 
seems to be having some 
fun with. “Monday/I'm all 
high/Get me out of FLA,” he 
shouts with some enthusi- 
asm as those Exile on Main 
St. horns come into focus 
and bump the energy level 
up another notch 


Wilco 


The energy level stays high 
for this celebratory lament 
that falls in the “You're leav- 
ing me but | just don’t care 
right now” school of rock 
relationships. It’s built 


around one riff, a big chord 
that leads into a big bent 
string, but there's so much 
going on, what with the 
drum fills, the organ that 
emerges from time to time, 
and the tremolo guitar, that 
it seems there's more to it 


Wilco 

"A SHOT IN THE ARM 

The repetitive piano and 
queasy strings are just the 
beginning of the weirdness 
that takes over on this 
Summerteeth track, which 
offers a dose of the experi- 
mental side Wilco have 
been exploring on their past 
few alburns. Tweedy 
sounds as if he were caught 
between a dream and a 
nightmare as he rattles off 
vaguely surreal lyrics like 
“Fell in love in the key of C.” 
This ain't alt-country any- 
more 


Wilco 


The naked acoustic guitar 
that introduces this, the 
second Summerteeth track, 
almost brings Wilco back to 
the moody folk pop of “Far, 
Far Away.” Except there's a 
Spanish influence in the 
strumming, some back- 
ward looping going on, and 
a nice jazzy piano solo to 
take some of the weight 
off a Tweedy who doesn't 
sound as if he meant it 
when he sings “Just smile 
all the time.” 
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SEEKING AN... 
Self- Starting, 
Strategic Thinking, 


ONLINE SALES 
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 


Minimum years online sales experience required. 


PLEASE SUBMIT RESUMES TO: 


thephoenix.com 


MAT WEIGH 


ber 


The drummer joined 
the Air Force. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2) 


the circus. 


THE CRICKERSLACKS 9PM 
(IMPROV COMEDY (DOWNSTAIRS) 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22 


DIANE BLUE AND THE FATBACK BAND 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23 


8PM 


BLUE AND THE FATBACK BAND. 9PM 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 25 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 27 


CANDY'S BLUES JAM. 9PM 
BOSTON P 


ETRY SLAM (DOWNSTAIRS 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!! 


YOUR PRIVATE PARTY EVENT WITH US: 


ROCKBOSTON PRESENTS: 
WRETCHED ASYLUM 
HOLLOW IMAGE, MONGREL 


D.ONE 
WITH GUESTS 


SUBURBAN GRAFFITI 
WITH AV! 


BABALOO 
VIBEWISE 


THE PUSHSTARS 
EVE 
CELEBRATION! 


JON CHECK 
WITH GUESTS 


CASEY DESMOND 
GENE DANTE AND THE FUTURE 
STATIC THE GODS 


8PM 18+ 


8PM 18+ 


9PM 18+ 


SPM 18+ 


LAFTA OBSCURA 
COMEDY NIGHT 


OSB 
CHAD PERRONE (SOLO) 


WALTER THE ORANGE OCEAN 
ELIZABETH THE 
SET SETTING 


HAPPY ENDINGS INDIE, GUILTY 


PLEASURES, ELECTRO, MOTOWN 


PETER PRINCE (AKA MOON BOOT 


LOVER) FRIENDS (RESIDENCY) 


THE DROP 
SUNDOWN 


JOEY DEGRAW CHRIS 
BARRON (SPIN DOCTORS) 


THURSDAY 
See Club Directory for phone 
numbers and addresses 
ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville 
| Main Stage | Joshe Henry + 
Diamond Mines + Logan 5 & the 
Runners + Christians & Lions + Ad 
Frank | Pub Stage | Jeffrey Root 
ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton | 6:30 
pm | Laird Nelson | 8:30 pm | 
Blues Jam” with B.J. Magoon & 
Friends 
ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | Cor- 
nering the Beautiful + Indigna- 
tion + Saving Your Life 
AMAZING THINGS ART CENTER 
| Framingham | “Folk Open Mic” 
with Dan Cloutier + Talaria 
AN TAIN | Boston | 5 pm | Dj Keith 
AN TUA NUA | Boston | “Hip-Hop 
& Top 40” with Dj Howie 
ARIA | Boston | Dj Kon 
AVENUE | Allston | 7 pm | “Acous- 
tic Pop” with Will Daly | 9 pm | 
Dance Your Ass Off” with DJ 
Hoff 
AXIS | Boston | 10 pm | “Deja 
Vu" with Dj Big + T. Clark + Dj 
Nomadik 
BILL'S BAR | Boston | Andrew Pry 
BOB'S SOUTHERN BISTRO | Bos- 
ton | 7 pm | Groove Authority 
BOSTON ROCKS | Boston |5 pm | 
“After Work Thursday” 
BULFINCH YACHT CLUB | De- 
stroy Babylon + Growlers 
BURREN | Somerville | Front 
Room | 10 pm | “Traditional Irish 
Music” | Back Room | 10 pm | 
Swinging Johnsons 
CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Upstairs | “Chicken Slacks Soul, 
R&B & Funk Dance Party” 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | David 
Berkeley & Garrison Starr 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | “Acous- 
tic Pop Hits Night” with Bret 
Talbert 
COMMON GROUND | Allston | 
“Love Night” 8os, all vinyl with 
Dj Brian 
CONNERY'’S INN | Framingham | 
“Open Mic” 
DBAR | Dorchester | “DLounge” 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
Brighton | “Chart & Dance” with 
DJ Doc 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | Christian MacNeill 
DRUID | Cambridge | 10 pm | Nigh 
time Callagher 
EMBASSY | Boston | “The Clam- 
orous Life” hip-hop & electro 
party with Djs Susan Esthera + 
Aphrodite 
ENCORE | Boston | Rich Dimare 
ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | 
Dr. Claw & Ms. Thang 
FELT | Boston | “True Music” with 
Julie White + Ivy Hill + Kristi 
Martel 
GOOD LIFE | Boston | Dj Rusty 
Nail 
GREAT SCOTT | Alliston | Scrooges 
GREEN BRIAR | Brighton | Dj JFK 
GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Spit- 
ting Vinnies 
GREEN STREET GRILL | Cam- 
bridge | 10:30 pm | “Afro-Pop High 
Life” with Joh Camara & Jama-Jigi 
HANNAH'S | Somerville | Reggae 
and house with guest Djs 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Real 
Kids + Prime Movers + Wild Zero + 
Radio Knives 
HENNESSY’S | Boston | Me & 
Julio 
HONG KONG @ FANEUIL HALL | 
Boston | “Hip-Hop Thursday” 
HONG KONG | Cambridge | Main- 
stream, house & reggae with D} 
Bob 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT | 
Boston | 6 pm | Clay Brown Trio 


JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | Seth 
Adam + Stepanian + Union 

JOSE MCINTYRE’S | Boston | 
Upstairs | DJ John Tringall | Down 
Stairs | Me & Julio 

KELLS | Alliston | “Fun House 
with Djs Edgar + Kieran James 
KINGS | Boston | 10 pm | “Karaoke 
Idol” 

KIRKLAND CAFE | Somerville | 
“Marty White's Holiday Spec 
tacular” 

LA LUNA CAFE | Cambridge | 8 pm 
| Caminhos Cruzados with Evelyn 
Rosenthal 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Benja- 
min Sharoni Quartet 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
9:30 pm | Gulf + Walter the Or- 
ange Ocean + Resurrectionists 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | 
Worcester | Mullethead + Guns & 
Roses Band 

LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Provi- 
dence, RI | Matisyahu 
MADISON'S ON THE AVE | 
Somerville | “Jazz Singers’ Open 
Mic” with David Rumpler Trio 
MAIN STREETS MARKET AND 
CAFE | Concord | 7 pm | John 
Fitzsimmons 

MANTRA | Boston | 10:30 pm | 
“Mantra Thursday” eclectic inter- 
national, vocal house, hip-hop 
MARCO POLO | Ipswich | Soul 
Band 

MATT MURPHY’S | Brookline | 1 
pm | Wild Sextet 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Logan + Uncle Billy's 
Smokehouse + Keith Hollis & the 
Po’ Boyz + Jen Kearney 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cam- 
bridge | “Continental Drift: Djs 
Playing Music from the African 
Diaspora” 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 
| “Make It New” electronic dance 
music with David Day 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 
“Women’s Dance Night + Quee- 
raoke” 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | 
“Aquanet 80s Dance Party” with 
Djs Casey + Tommee + Knife + 
Paul Foley + Mike Costa 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Al Vega Trio 

MOJITOS | Boston | Salsa, hip- 
hop, Latin with DJ Pup Dawg + 
Baby Boricua 

P.A.’S LOUNGE | Somerville | 
“Midriff Records Residency” with 
Scuba + E.R. & the New Jersey + 
Tom Thumb + Paleo 

PADDY O'S | Boston | “College 
Night” with Dj Select 

PARADISE LOUNGE | Boston | 
Wretched Asylum + Hollow Image 
+ Mongrel 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | 
9 pm | “The Most High Sound Reg- 
gae Xmas” with DJ Perry Levy + 
Selector C.Smith + DJ Tosheba 
PARRIS | Boston | Second Chance 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
“Elements” drum n bass with Djs 
Lenore + Crook + M-Doc Raiden 
PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | D) 
Flanagan + Jim Plunkett 

RACK | Boston | Djs Massi + Mike 
Pardi 

REDLINE | Cambridge | 10 pm | 
“Reunion” 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | Brobots 
ROGGIE’S | Brighton | Lounge | 
Tribal house, break beat funk 
with Dj Jonathan Theory 

RUBY ROOM | Boston | “Rouge 
Thursday” with DJ Prolific 
SAMBA BAR & GRILL | Somerville 
|9 pm | Hip-hop, reggae, reggae- 
ton with Dj Philippe 

SISSY K’S | Boston | Upstairs | 
Popular dance with D) Deja 

SKY BAR | Somerville | Robert 
Dinger & Johnny Goguen + Happy 
the Clown + Garvey J. + What 


Time Is It, Mr. Fox? 

SOLSTICE CAFE | Boston | 10 pm | 
“Jazz Jam Session” with Panella 
Larson Trio 

SUGAR SHACK | Boston | “College 
Night” with DJ B-Spin 

TERRACE BAR | Boston | 7 pm | 
Eric McFadden 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE | 
Boston | “Reve” with Dj Niko 
TIMES | Boston | 6 pm | Frank Mo 
rey & His Band | 9:30 | “Open Mic” 
with Jon Titone 

TIR NA NOG | Somerville | Ronan 
“Fluffy” Quinn 

TOAST | Somerville | “Twisted 
Thursday College Night” hip-hop, 
Top 40 with DJ 9-1 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cam- 
bridge | “JDub Records Jewltide 
Hannukah Bash” with Colem + 
LeeVees + SoCalled + Shtreim] 
21ST AMENDMENT | Boston | Dj 
Sean Daly 

VAPOR | Boston | “MOCCA” hip- 
hop, R&B with Djs KC + Ron Steel 
VENU | Boston | “Venu Thursday” 
| Room 1 | “Hip-hop, reggae, reg- 
gaeton” | Room 2 | “Salsa, meren- 
gue” 

VERTIGO | Boston | Djs Pup Dawg 
+ Swissivory 

WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Fran- 
cisco Mela Quintet 

WESTERN FRONT | Cambridge | 
“Worldtronic” with Circle 

WEST STREET GRILLE | Boston | 
Top 40, funk, dance with DJs Cabe 
+ Lazee Boy 

WHITE RAINBOW RESTAURANT 
& MARTINI BAR | Gloucester | Ric 
Saint Germain 

WONDER BAR | Alliston | Upstairs 
| “Thirsty Thursdays” with DJs He- 
van + Turbz | Lounge | “Fly Thurs- 
days” with DJs K-Rich + Kreation 
ZUZU | Cambridge | 10 pm | Riki 
Rocksteady 


FRIDAY 

See Club Directory for phone 
numbers and addresses. 

ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville | 
Main Stage | Shock Treatment + 
Triple Thick + Other Girls + Honey 
Badger 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton | 6:30 
pm | Ron Hurston | 9 pm | Tyra 
Penn Group 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica 
Piain | “Northern Soul & Motown” 
with DJ Joe 

AN TAIN | Boston | 5 pm | Dj Sean 
O | 10 pm | DJ David Natola 

AN TUA NUA | Boston | “Hip-Hop, 
Disco, Techno, R&B, Top 40” with 
Djs Tim Collins + John Dow 

ARIA | Boston | “Foundation Fri- 
day” with Dj Klutch 

ASGARD | Cambridge | D) Mike G 
AVENUE | Aliston | 9 pm | DJ Steve 
Auston 

AXIS | Boston | 10 pm | “Jump Off” 
with DJ Mastermillions 

BIG EASY | Boston | “Mardi Gras 
Friday” 

BLARNEY STONE PUB | Dorches- 
ter | Commercial dance, R&B 
BOB'S SOUTHERN BISTRO | Bos- 
ton | 7:30 pm | Pat Loomis Quartet 
BOSTON ROCKS | Boston | Top 40, 
dance, hip-hop with D) Bruno 
CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Upstairs | Diane Blue & the Fat- 
back Band 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | Aine 
Minogue 

CLUB 58 | Quincy | “Get Some Fri- 
days” hip-hop with the Freakas 
CLUB MIRAGE | Boston | “Flow 
Friday” 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | John 
Fitzsimmons & Friends 

COMMON GROUND | Allston | 
“My So-Called 90s Night” with DJ 
Phat Mike 

DANTE’S @ FIREFLY | Maribor- 
ough | Chris Fitz Band 


=i 
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CLUB DIRECTORY 


ABBEY LOUNGE | 
617.441.9631 | 3 Beacon St, 
Somerville 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE | 
978.263.6161 | 452 Creat Rd, 
Acton 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | 
617.477.5742 | 435 South Hun- 
tington Ave, Jamaica Plain 
ALL ASIA CAFE | 
617.497.1544 | 334 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge 

AMAZING THINGS ART 
CENTER | 508.405.ARTS | 55 
Nicholas Rd, Framingham 
AN TAIN | 617.426.1870 | 31 
India St, Boston 

ANTHEM | 617.523.8383 | 138 
Portland St, Boston 

AN TUA NUA | 617.262.2121 
| 835 Beacon St, Boston 
ARIA | 617.338.7080 | 246 
Tremont St, Boston 
ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE 
ARTS | 617.923.0100 | 321 
Arsenal St, Watertown 
ASGARD | 617.577.9100 | 350 
Mass Ave, Cambridge 
ATWOOD'S TAVERN | 
617.864.2792 | 877 Cam- 
bridge St, Cambridge 
AVALON | 617.262.2424 | 15 
Lansdowne St, Boston 
AVENUE | 617.782.9508 | 
1249 Comm Ave, Alliston 
AXIS | 617.262.2437 | 13 
Lansdowne St, Boston 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN | 
617.227.2098 | 45-55 Union 
St, Boston 

BIG EASY | 617.351.7000 |1 
Boylston Pl, Boston 

BILL'S BAR | 617.421.9678 | 
5.5 Lansdowne St, Boston 
BLARNEY STONE PUB | 
617.436.8223 | 1505 Dorches- 
ter Ave, Dorchester 

BOB'S SOUTHERN BISTRO | 
617.536.6204 | 604 Columbus 
Ave, Boston 

BOSTON ROCKS | 
617.726.1210 | Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace, Boston 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB 
617.522.5386 | 378 Centre St, 
Jamaica Plain 

BULFINCH YACHT CLUB | 
617.723.0800 | 234 Friend St, 
Boston 

BURREN | 617.775.6896 | 
247 Elm St, Davis Square, 
Somerville 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA | 
617.482.3939 | 51 Stuart St, 
Boston 

CANTAB LOUNGE | 
617.354.2685 | 738 Mass Ave, 
Central Square, Cambridge 
CAPRICE | 617.292.0080 | 275 
Tremont St, Boston 
CHANTEY @ MARINA BAY 

| 617.770.4121 | 333 Victory 
Rd, Quincy 

CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL 
| 617.227.7800 | 21 Mer- 
chant’s Row, Boston 

CLUB 58 | 617.471.7788 | 58 
Ross Way, Quincy 

CLUB HOLLYWOOD | 
617.338.8283 | 1-3 Harrison 
Ave, Boston 

CLUB MIRAGE | 
617.445.0607 | 888 Tremont 
St, Boston 

CLUB PASSIM | 617.492.7679 
| 47 Palmer St, Harvard 
Square, Cambridge 
COLONIAL INN | 
978.369.9200 | 48 Monument 


DBAR | Dorchester | “Top 40 & 
House” 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
Brighton | “Uptempo House” with 
DJ Paul Dailey 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | Cherry 

DRUID | Cambridge | 6 pm | “Tra- 
ditional Irish Seisiun” with Peter 
Molloy & Friends 

EMBASSY | Boston | 10 pm | Hip- 
hop with Dj Just Nyce 

ENCORE | Boston | “Open Mic” 
with Colleen Powers 
ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | 


Square, Concord 

COMEDY CONNECTION @ 
KOWLOON | 617.248.9700 | 
948 Broadway, Saugus 
COMEDY CONNECTION | 
617.248.9700 | Upstairs @ 
Faneuil Hall, Boston 
COMEDY STUDIO | 
617.661.6507 | 1236 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

COMMON GROUND | 
617.783.2071 | 83-87 Har- 
vard Ave, Allston 
CONNERY’S INN | 
508.879.5981 | 102 Irving St, 
Framingham 
COTTONWOOD CAFE | 
617.247.2225 | 222 Berkeley 
St, Boston 

DANTE’S @ FIREFLY | 
508.357.8883 | 350 East 
Main St, Marlborough 
DBAR | 617.265.4490 | 1236 
Dorchester Ave, Dorchester 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND 
BAR | 617.779.8822 | 332 
Washington St, Brighton 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COM- 
EDY VAULT @ REMING- 
TON’S | 617.482.0110 | 124 
Boylston St, Boston 
DODGE STREET BAR & 
GRILL 
Dodge St, Salem 

DRUID | 617.497.0965 | 1357 
Cambridge St, Cambridge 
EMBASSY | 617.536.2100/| 
30 Lansdowne St, Boston 
EMERALD ISLE | 
617.288.0010 | 1501 
Dorchester Ave, Dorchester 
ENCORE | 617.7282162 | 279 
Tremont St, Boston 
ENORMOUS ROOM | 
617.491.5599 | 567 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

FELT | 617.338.6999 | 533 
Washington St, Boston 
FIRE + ICE | 617.482.FIRE | 
205 Berkeley St, Boston 
FLAT TOP JOHNNY'S | 
617.494.9565 | 1 Kendall 
Square, Cambridge 

GOOD LIFE | 617.451.2622 | 
28 Kingston St, Boston 
GRAFTON STREET PUB & 
GRILL | 617.497.0400 | 1230 
Mass Ave, Cambridge 
GREAT SCOTT | 
617.734.4502 | 1222 Comm 
Ave, Allston 

GREEN BRIAR | 
617.789.4100 | 304 Wash- 
ington St, Brighton 
GREEN DRAGON | 
617.367.0055 | 11 Marshall 
St, Boston 

GREEN STREET GRILL | 


617.876.1655 | 280 Green St, 


Cambridge 

G-SPOT | 617.423.6767 

| Downtown Crossing, 
Boston 

HANNAH'S | 617.629.5302) 
499 Broadway, Somerville 
HARPERS FERRY | 
617.254.9743 | 158 Brighton 
Ave, Allston 

HARP | 617.742.1010 | 85 
Causeway St, Boston 
HENNESSY’S | 617.742.2121 
| 25 Union St, Boston 

HONG KONG @ FANEUIL 
HALL | 617.227.2226 | 65 
Chatham St, Boston 


HONG KONG | 617.864.5311 


| 1236 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
1/D | 617.262.2437 | 13 Lans- 
downe St, Boston 


9:30 pm | “Instant Vintage” with 
Pretty Boy Jones + Digital Derek 


IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE 
| 617.576.1253 | 1253 Cam- 
bridge St, Cambridge 
INTERNATIONAL | 
617.296.6270 | 184 High St, 
Boston 

JACOB WIRTH RESTAU- 
RANT | 617.338.8586 | 33 
Stuart St, Boston 
JACQUE’S | 617.426.8902 | 
79 Broadway, Boston 
JEANIE JOHNSTON PUB | 
617.983.9432 | 144 South St, 
Jamaica Plain 

JOE TECCE’S RISTORANTE 
| 617.742.6210 | 61 North 
Washington St, Boston 
JOHNNY D'S | 617.776.2004 
|17 Holland St, Davis 
Square, Somerville 

JOSE MCINTYRE’S | 
617.451.9460 | 160 Milk St, 
Boston 

JUKEBOX | 617.338.ROXY | 
275 Tremont St, Boston 
KELLS | 617.782.9082 | 161 
Brighton Ave, Allston 
KENNEDY'S MIDTOWN | 
617.426.3333 | 42 Province 
St, Boston 

KINGS | 617.266.2695 | 10 
Scotia St, Boston 
KIRKLAND CAFE | 
617.491.9640 | 425 Wash- 
ington St, Somerville 

LA LUNA CAFE | 
617.576.3400 | 403 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

LANDING @ 7 CENTRAL | 
978.526.7494 | 7 Central St, 
Manchester 

LES ZYGOMATES | 


617.542.5108 | 129 South St, 


Boston 

LIZARD LOUNGE | 
617.547.0759 | 1667 Mass 
Ave, below Cambridge 
Common Restaurant, Cam- 
bridge 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | 
508.363.1888 | 89 Green St, 
Worcester 

LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | 
401.272.5876 | 79 Washing- 
ton St, Providence, RI 
MADISON'S ON THE AVE 
| 617.625.0475 | 150 High- 
land Ave, Somerville 
MAIN STREETS MARKET 
AND CAFE | 978.369.9948 | 
42 Main St, Concord 
MANTRA | 617.542.8111! 
52 Temple St, Boston 
MARBLEHEAD LANDING | 
781.639.1266 | 81 Front St, 
Marblehead 

MARCO POLO | 
978.356.0277 | 141 High St, 
Ipswich 

MATRIX | 617.338.ROXY | 
275 Tremont St, Boston 
MATT MURPHY’S | 
617.232.0188 | 14 Harvard 
St, Brookline 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | 
617.864.EAST | 480 Mass 
Ave, Central Square, Cam- 
bridge 

MIDDLE EAST DOWN- 
STAIRS | 617.864.EAST 

| 480 Mass Ave, Central 
Square, Cambridge 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS 

| 617.864.EAST | 472 Mass 
Ave, Central Square, Cam- 
bridge 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | 
617.868.MSEX | 315 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

MIDWAY CAFE | 
617.524.9038 | 3496 Wash- 
ington St, Jamaica Plain 


Brick Park | Upstairs | Last Laugh 


MILKY WAY | 617.524.3740 
| @ Bella Luna, 405 Centre 
St, Jamaica Plain 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | 
617.338.5656 | 77 Broad St, 
Boston 

MODERN | 617.536.2100) 
36 Lansdowne St, Boston 
MOJITOS | 617.988.8123 | 48 
Winter St, Boston 

NEWS | 617.426.6397 | 150 
Kneeland St, Boston 
NIGHT GAMES | 
617.628.1000 | @ the Holi- 
day Inn, 30 Washington St, 
Somerville 

O’LEARY’S | 617.734.0049 | 
1010 Beacon St, Brookline 
OUTERLAND | 
508.693.1137 | 17 Airport 
Rd, Edgartown 

PADDY | 617.367.2114} 
33 Union St, Boston 


617.666.3589 | 335 Somerville 
Ave, Somerville 

SAMBA BAR & GRILL | 
617.718.9177 | 608 Somerville 
Ave, Somerville 

SCRUFFY MURPHY’S | 
617.282.6606 | 1333 Dorchester 
Ave, Dorchester 

SERAFINA | 978.371.9050 | 
195 Sudbury Rd, Concord 
SIDNEY’S GRILLE | 
617.494.0011 | @ the Hotel@ 
MIT, 20 Sidney St, Cambridge 
SISSY K’S | 617.248.6511 | 6 
Commercial St, Boston 

SIT N BULL PUB | 
978.897.7232 | 163 Main St, 
Maynard 

SKY BAR | 617.623.5223 | 518 
Somerville Ave, Somerville 
SOLSTICE CAFE | 
617.566.5958 | 1625 Tremont 
St Boston 


PALLADIUM | 508.797.9696 SUGAR SHACK | 


| 261 Main St, Worcester 
PARADISE LOUNGE | 
617.562.8814 | 969 Comm 
Ave, Boston 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | 
617.562.8800 | 967 Comm 
Ave, Boston 

PARRIS | 617.248.9900 | 
Quincy Market, Faneuil 
Hall, Boston 

P.A’S LOUNGE | 
617.776.1557 | 345 Somer- 
ville Ave, Somerville 
PHOENIX LANDING | 
617.576.6260 | 512 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

PLACE | 617.523.2081 | 2 
Broad St, Boston 
PLAYGROUND | 
617.441.0666 | 403 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

PLOUGH & STARS | 
617.576.0032 | 912 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

PURPLE SHAMROCK | 
617.227.2060 | 1 Union St, 
Boston 

RACK | 617.725.1051 | 24 
Clinton St, Faneuil Hall, 
Boston 

RAMROD | 617.266.2986 | 
1254 Boylston St, Boston 
REDLINE | 617.491.9851 | 
59 JFK St, Cambridge 
REEL BAR | 617.783.3222) 
477 Cambridge St, Allston 
REGATTABAR | 
617.395.7757 | Charles Ho- 
tel, 1 Bennett St, Harvard 
Square, Cambridge 
REMINGTON’S | 


617.351.2510 | 1 Boylston Pl, 
Boston 

TERRACE BAR | 617.236.5800 
| @ the Marriott Hotel Copley 
Place, 110 Huntington Ave, 
Boston 

THIRSTY EAR PUB | 
617.258.9754 | 305 Memorial 
Dr, Cambridge 

THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB | 
617.497.2294 | 70 Beacon St, 
Somerville 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
| 617.572.3312 | 33 Stanhope 
St, Boston 

TIMES | 617.357.TIME | 112 
Proad St, Boston 

TIR NA NOG | 617.628.4300} 
366A Somerville Ave, Union 
Square, Somerville 

TOAD | 617.497.4950 | 1912 
Mass Ave, Porter Square, 
Cambridge 

TOAST | 617.623.9211 | 70 
Union Square, Somerville 
TOMMY DOYLE’S KENDALL 
| 617.225.0888 | 1 Kendall 
Square, Cambridge 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | 
617.492.BEAR | 10 Brookline 
St, Central Square, Cam- 
bridge 

21ST AMENDMENT | 
617.227.7100 | Bowdoin St, 
Beacon Hill, Boston 
UMBRIA ULTRA LOUNGE & 
NIGHTCLUB | 617.338.1000 | 
295 Franklin St, Boston 

UPS N DOWNS | 
617.436.9589 | 469 Neponset 
Ave, Dorchester 


617.574.9676 | 124 Boylston VAPOR | 617.695.9500 | 100 


St, Boston 

RENDEZVOUS | 
781.893.7171 | 596 Moody 
St, Waltham 

RHUMB LINE | 
978.283.9732 | 40 Railroad 
Ave, Cloucester 

RIVER GODS | 
617.576.1881 | 125 River St, 
Cambridge 

ROGGIE’S | 617.565.1880 

| 356 Chestnut Hill Ave, 
Brighton 

ROXY | 617.338.ROXY | 279 
Tremont St, Boston 

RUBY ROOM | 
617.557.9950 | Onyx Hotel, 
155 Portland St, Boston 
RUMOR | 617.422.0045 | 
100 Warrenton St, Boston 
RYLES | 617.876.9330 | 212 
Hampshire St, Cambridge 
SABUR RESTAURANT | 
617.776.7890 | 212 Holland 
St, Somerville 


SALLY O’BRIEN’S | 


Warrenton St, Boston 
VENU | 617.338.8061 | 100 
Warrenton St, Boston 
VERTIGO | 617.723.7277 | 126 
State St, Boston 

WALLY’S CAFE | 
617.424.1408 | 427 Mass Ave, 
Boston 

WESTERN FRONT | 
617.492.7772 | 343 Western 
Ave, Cambridge 

WEST STREET GRILLE | 
617.423.0300 | 15 West St, 
Boston 

WHITE RAINBOW RES- 
TAURANT & MARTINI BAR 
| 978.281.0017 | 65 Main St, 
Cloucester 

WHO'S ON FIRST | 
617.247.3353 | 19 Yawkey 
Way, Fenway Park, Boston 
WONDER BAR | 617 351 
COOL | 186 Harvard Ave, 
Allston 

ZUZU | 617. 864.EAST | 474 
Mass Ave, Cambridge 


JUKEBOX | Boston | Top 4o, retro 


GREAT SCOTT | Aliston | “The Pill: 


I Was Born On Christmas Day” 
with Dj Ken 

GREEN STREET GRILL | Cam- 
bridge | “Latin Dj & Dance” 
G-SPOT | Boston | “Deep, Sexy 


House” with Djs Mike Traylor + 


Paul Incus 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | 
Playin’ Dead 

HARP | Boston | Headtripp 


HENNESSY’S | Boston | Down- 
stairs | 5 pm | Me & Julio | 9 pm | 


HONG KONG | Cambridge | Top 
40, hip-hop, rock, & club classics 
with M.C. Renn 

1/D | Boston | 10 pm | “Riddim 
Fridays” with Evalast Movement + 
Selecta J. Cool 
INTERNATIONAL | Boston | “The 
Basement” house music with Dj 
Bradford James 

JOE TECCE’S RISTORANTE | Bos- 
ton | 7 pm | Rose Jamieson & Rick 
Schilling 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | “Holi- 
day Songs” 


dance 

KELLS | Aliston | “Ladies Night" 
with Djs Doc + Grasshopper 
KIRKLAND CAFE | Somerville | 
“Winter Soltice Celebration” with 
Unwarranted High-Fives + Clear + 
Black Pearl + Mickey Bliss + Organ 
Combo 

LA LUNA CAFE | Cambridge | 7 pm 
| Grass Cypsys 

LANDING @ 7? CENTRAL | Man- 
chester | Carol Meade 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Ron- 
nie Ron Trio 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX MUSIC CLUBS 


LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | 
Worcester | “Exxxtra Special 
Christmas Show” with Funk Pio- 
neers + Stella Red + Pete Yorko 
MADISON'S ON THE AVE | 
Somerville | Danielle Miraglia 
MAIN STREETS MARKET AND 
CAFE | Concord | 7 pm | Two for 
the Show 

MARBLEHEAD LANDING | Mar- 
blehead | Guy Ford 

MATT MURPHY’S | Brookline | 11 
pm | Well 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | 
September Twilight + Trebek 
+ Savin Ill + Sucka Brown 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam 
bridge | “Anti-Christmas Slaugh 
terama” with Sasquatch & the 
Sick-A-Billys + Midnight Creeps + 
Sleazies + Thee Monkey Butlers 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cam- 
bridge | Atlas Soul 11 pm | Bouba- 
car Diabate 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 


Cranktones 


912 Mass. Ave Cambridge, MA 
617-576-0032 


Friday December 20 
Leah Randazzo Group 
Josh Dion Band 


403 Centre 


The Big B 
Saturday December 23 
Mangos Latin Dance Night 


DECEMBER 


| “Galactic Fractures” with P) Cray 
MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain 

| AJ Edwards + Unattainables + 
Pillar Line 

MOJITOS | Boston | “Latin Night” 


with DJ Ricardo + D) Reggy + 


Drummer Giodano 


P.A.’S LOUNGE | Somerville | 


“Holiday Party” with Condoliers + 
Headband + B.j. Snowden + Drug 
Rug + Tony the Bookie + Satan's 
Elves 

PARADISE LOUNGE | Boston | 9 
pm | D.One 

PARRIS | Boston | Naturals 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge 

| “PYT [Pretty Young Things]” la- 
dies, 80s, old school with DJ Vinny 
PLACE | Boston | 10 pm | Vj 
Laptop 

REDLINE | Cambridge | 9 pm | 
“Deep, Soulful Chicago House” 
with Djs KC + Rodney Marable + 
Craig Kapilow 


Continued on p 20 


THURSDAY, DEC. 24 
ROCK BENEFIT FOR 
SOMERVILLE HOMELESS 


SETH ADAM 
STEPANIAN 


THE UNION 
CHRISTIE LEIGH 


FRIDAY, DEC. 22 


HOLIDAY SONGS 


ALL STAR CAST-PLEASE CALL! 


SATURDAY, DEC. 23 


FUNK! 
SUPERHONEY 


SUNDAY, DEC. 24 


MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
TUESDAY, DEC. 


FREE MOVIES! 


THURSDAY, DEC. 28 
BENEFIT FOR 
SOMERVILLE SERVICES 


THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST 


DUNCAN WALTERS 


FRIDAY, DEC. 29 
FUNK, HOLIDAY PARTY! 


FUNKY WHITE 
HONKIES 


SATURDAY, DEC. 30 


REGGAE 
PRESSURE COOKER 


SUNDAY, DEC. 31 


NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY! 
TARBOX RAMBLERS 


FREE NOISE MAKERS AND PARTY 
FAVORS. PLEASE CALL 
617-776-2004 
FOR RESERVATIONS 


SOON: 
TUE. JAN. 2- DAVE CROSSLAND 
WED. JAN. 3- JASON SPOONER 
FRI. JAN. S LUTHER JOHNSON 
SAT. JAN. 6- RACKY THOMAS / 
MEMPHIS ROCKABILLY 

TUE. JAN. 9- BRAVE RECORDS 
SHOWCASE 

WED. JAN. 10- ALRUDA 

FRI. JAN. 12- JAMES 
MONTGOMERY 

SAT. JAN. 13- MIKE WELCH 
SFRI./SAT. JAN. 19/20- 
BEATLEJUICE 


WWW JOHNNYDS.COM 


Aquanet 80's Dance Party 
Few, East Coas 
Gross Anatomy 
REE BOWLING & POOL #8 


SOCIAL 
LIFE 


THURSDAY, DEC. 21: 


CIRCLE PRESENTS 
SUPPORT 
MODERN MUSIC FOR DANCING 
FREDAY, DEC. 22: +10 pm | “Hol pation” 
BLACK REDEMPTION 
SOUNDS OF PRAISE RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “New 
W/ KING ALPHA & RAS KUSH speak” 
REGGAE SOLDIERS 


LIVE REGGAE 
MONDAY, DEC. 25: 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 


SCRUFFY MURPHY'S Dor 
arty Time” with DJ) 
SISSY K’S B 
Browne !9 
Kevin Kirr 
NRC and pc 


McKe 


SUGAR SHACK | Boston 


40 wit 
TERRACE BAR | Bost 
33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 


Boston | 9 pm | “Studio with 

bridge | Dr e USA + Cold 


LOGAN 


LLY’S SMOKEHOUS SE 


Pilgr 
del Rap 

21ST AMENDMENT | Boston | Dj 
Sean Daly 

UMBRIA ULTRA LOUNGE & 
NIGHTCLUB Third Floor 


+ w Twins 


Boston 


MIONIGHT CR SLEAZIES HARRIS VENU | Boston | “Roomba” Latin 


sounds with DJ Roger M + house 
with Dj Arsit 
8 


int 


TH AEE MONKEY Bul TLE 


DAILEY 
AND THE RIVALS 


ston 


| “Dream 

nal, Latin, 
house with [ Marc vocal 
& high energy house with Dj 
Soulheris 

WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | 


Jason 


STON 


THE HEA 


TIERNEY or 


TOM Ted 
WHEN WALLS ARE UPCOMING 


9:30 pm 
Palmer/Warren Wolf Jazz 
Collective 


WESTERN FRONT | Cambridge 


2ZUZU | Cambridge | 10 pm | “Latin 
Night" 


ee NERS, SINGAPORE KANE Black Redemption + Sounds of 
Ke it VE eves Praise + King Alpha + Ras Kush 
ul 
FENWICK « BU “af BS ES ON FILM, TINY WHALES WEST STREET GRILLE | Boston 
MOVERS AN aha HEI LMS, BLAC K HEL JCOPTER | Top 40, funk, dance with Djs 
Cabe + Lazee Boy 
mA WHITE RAINBOW RESTAURANT 
AILYS Ly N (CD REL) & MARTINI BAR | Gloucester | 
J BLAKE « ALIUS R a9 oh INE 2 ™ Dirty Cirl Band 
BRAKEVEART RESERVAT 0 WONDER BAR | Allston | Upstairs 
EEDS a2) 2, JESSE DEE | Dj Kon | Lounge | “Martini Life 
/24 VIC THRILL AND THE SATURN MISSILE 


with Cian Carlo Buscaglia 


SATURDAY 
LYRES See Club Directory for phone 
THE DOGMATICS numbers and addresses. 
THE PRIME MOVERS (CD "LEA ACTON jAZZ CAFE | Acton | 6:30 


THE RADIO KNIVES STEREO 
THE CURSES TEMPER 


pm | AJC Jazz Trio | 9 pm | Soul 
Band 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica 
Piain | “Chill-Out Classics” with 


ROCK 
BATT ERY nu — Boston | 10 pm | “Latin 


AN TUA NUA | Boston | 
Hip-Hop, Electronic” with 
David James + John Dow 


AVALON | Boston | 10 pm | DJ 
ROCK.ON! PRESENTS Adilson 
tical Pop” with Ali 


4 OCTAVE MUSEUM 


with DJ Munroe 
AXIS | Boston 


Ss 


10 pm | “Seductive 
aturday” with Dj Big 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | Minky 
Starshine & the New Cardinals 
BLARNEY STONE Dorches 
ter rcial dance, R&B 
BoB’ s SOUTHERN BISTRO | Bos 
ton | 7:30 pm | Connectivity 
BOSTON ROCKS | Boston | Inter 
active video, Top 40, dance & hip 
hop party with VJ Johnnie Walker 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA | Boston 
| “Copa Saturdays” with Djs Mi- 
chael Mercardo + Dj Hectick 
CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Upstairs | Diane Blue & the Fat- 
back Band 

CHANTEY @ MARINA BAY | Quin- 
cy | 8 pm | DJ Silent Partner 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | Jim 
Kweskin Band 


A + PLUMERAI 


“TACOERY 


af 


SLEEPYTIME MUSEUM 
MUSIC BEGINS AFTER DINNER 21+ 


THU AMPHIBIOUS AND THE BOGART 
FRI. LATIN NIGHT WITH GIAN CARLO BUSCAGUA SAT - DR STWOOD CITIZENS 
SUN - BELLY DANCE SHOW W/ DJ GARABED 
TUE - JUKEBOX . THE LADIES DJ NIGHT Ba MON - OPEN MIC NIGHT 
BEL 
© ENSEM 


CLUB HOLLYWOOD | Boston | 

8:30 pm | “Glitter Switch Drag 

Karaoke” 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | Wend- 

ee Glick with the Workingman’s 

jazz Band 

COMMON GROUND | Alliston | 

“Love Night vs. The Pill” with 

Dj Brian 

DBAR | Dorchester | “Club Hits” 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR 

| Brighton | “Mixes & Remixes” 

with Djs Daniel Spurling + Chris 

Deorio 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 

Salem | Buxton Cliff 

= | Boston | “Open Mic 
ith Carol O’Shaugnessy 

ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | 

9:30 pm | Mark Estrada 

GREEN STREET GRILL | Cam 

bridge | “Live Salsa Party” with 

Kilombo Mambo 

G-SPOT | Boston | “Deep, Sexy 

House” with Djs Mike Traylor + 

Paul Incus 

HARP | Boston | Headtripp 

HONG — | Cambridge | Top 

40, hip-hop, rock, & club classics 

with Dj Chris GC 

JOE TECCE’S RISTORANTE | Bos 

Rose Jamieson & Rick 


ton |7 


Schilling 

JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | 

pm | Superhoney 

JUKEBOX | Boston | Top go and 

retro dance night 

KELLS | Aliston | “Celebration 

Saturday” with DJs Darren Drag 

+ Kieran 

KIRKLAND CAFE | Somerville | 

Anerucab Bananas + Thought Bri- 

gade + That Burning Sensation 

LANDING @ 7 CENTRAL | Man- 

chester | Chris Phillips 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Mari 

anne Solivan 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | 

Worcester | Stone Crusher + Prom 

ised Eden + Silent Mind + Raziel + 

Cruel Brothers 

MAIN STREETS MARKET AND 

CAFE | Concord | 7 pm | Pat Ken 

neally + Cayle Picard 

MARBLEHEAD LANDING | Mar- 

blehead | Code 51 

MATRIX | Boston | DJ Val Beatz 

MATT MURPHY’S | Brookline | 1 

pm | Sinti Rhythm 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 

bridge | Cone Baby Cone + Bruns- 

wick + Easton Legacy + Vallon 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cam- 

bridge | Driftwood Citizens 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 

| “Classics” with Dj Kon 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 

Motion Sick + Leon Rich Band + 

Lonley Leesa & the Lost Cowboys 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | 

“Mango's Dance Club” 

MOJITOS | Boston | Djs Faga + Cuy 

+ D. Martinez 

NIGHT GAMES | Somerville | “Sexy 

Saturday” with Roy Barboza + 

Hustle Simmons 

OUTERLAND | Edgartown | 10 pm 
Mikey Dread 

P.A.’S LOUNGE | Somerville | 

Doublestops + Indian Style + 

Whistlejacket 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | Dj Select 

PARRIS | Boston | Naturals 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge 

|“Boom Boom Room” new wave, 

disco with DJ Vinny 

PLACE | Boston | VJ} Laptop 


9:45 


RACK | Boston | “Sound Factory” 
with D] Brian Roche 

REDLINE | Cambridge | 10 pm | Dj 
Cherry 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | Com 
pound 44or 


ROXY | Boston | “Elevate” 

RYLES | Cambridge | Lance Martin 
SABUR RESTAURANT | Somer- 
ville | “Kafana Saturday” with Ben 
Syversen, Tev Stevig & Vesselin 
Nedeltchev 

SCRUFFY MURPHY’S | Dorchester 
| “Party Time” with DJ Jen 

SISSY K’S | Boston | 4 pm | Matt 
Browne | 8 pm | Kevin Kirrane 

| Upstairs | “Dance Party” old 
school and new dance with DJ 
Tom McKenna 

SIT N BULL PUB | Maynard | Band 
That Time Forgot 

SUGAR SHACK | Boston | Hip-hop 
and Top 40 with Dj B-Spin 
TERRACE BAR | Boston |5 pm | 
Conor McLaughlin | 9:30 pm | Bos- 
ton City Rhythm + Metro 


THIRSTY EAR PUB | Cambridge | 
“Hilarium” with Crownup Noise 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB | Somer- 
ville | DJ Sean 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE | 
Boston | 9 pm | “International 
House” with Dj Tassos 

TOAST | Somerville | “Heroes” 
Retro, electro, new wave, punk 
with Dj Chris Ewen 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cam 
bridge | Popgun Seven + Downbeat 
5 + Self-Righteous Brothers + Age 
Rings + Members of Hallelujah 
the Hills + Wide Iris + Auto Interi 
ors + Luxury + Jonny Pape + Corin 
Ashley + Dave Aaronoff + Brendan 
Little + Emily Pilowa 

21ST AMENDMENT | Boston | Dj 
Sean Daly 

UMBRIA ULTRA LOUNGE & 
NIGHTCLUB | Boston | Third Floor 
| Deep & funky house | Fourth + 
Fifth Floors | Hip-hop, Top 4 
VAPOR | Boston | “Crosswalk” 
with Djs David Skye + M.J 

VENU | Boston | European disco 
house with DJs Javier + Nico | 
“Mythos” ethnic house and Creek 
sounds with Dj Yorgo 

VERTIGO | Boston | “Vertigo Sat 
urday” hip-hop, R&B, house, and 
reggae with Dj Ron Steel 
WALLY’S CAFE | 8 9:30 pm 
| Jason Palmer/Warren Wolf Jazz 
Collective 

WESTERN FRONT | Cambridge | 
Reggae Soldiers 

WEST STREET GRILLE | Boston 

| Top 40, funk, dance with DJs 
Cabe + Lazee Boy 

WHITE RAINBOW RESTAURANT 
& MARTINI BAR | Gloucester | 
Jenifer Tobiazs + Creg Tower 
WHO'S ON FIRST | Boston | 10 pm 
| DJs Garfield + Disciple + Nate 
WONDER BAR | Allston | Upstairs 
| “Soulcial Saturday” with DJ Lazy 
Boy | Lounge | “VIP Saturday” with 
DJ Select 

2ZUZU | Cambridge | 10 pm | “Soul- 
le-lu-jah” with Dinos Mekios + 
Raliegh Fingers 


SUNDAY 


Today’s listings contain weekly 
events that may be suspended 
for the holiday; please call ahead 
before stepping out. See Club 
Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 7:15 
pm | “Songwriter Series” with 
EveryDay Disaster + Epic + Ship- 
wrecked Circus 

ARIA | Boston | “Living Room” 
lounge and vocal house 

AVENUE | Alliston | “Lounge 
Night” 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | “Reggae 
Night” with Love Revolution 
Sound 

BLARNEY STONE PUB | Dorches- 
ter | “Laid Back Sunday” 

BOB'S SOUTHERN BISTRO | Bos- 
ton | 10 am | “Jazz Brunch” with 
Nat Simpkins/Henri Smith Band 
CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL | 
Boston | 9 Pound Bag 
COTTONWOOD CAFE | Boston | D 
Street Band 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
Brighton | “Industry Night” with 
Dj Paul Dailey 

ENCORE | Boston | “Open Mic” 
with Matt Pryor + Emily Shackelton 
GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL 
| Cambridge | 9 pm | Beantown 
Project 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | “Live 
Band Karaoke” with Brick Park 
HENNESSY’S | Boston | Sweep 
the Leg 

HONG KONG @ FANEUIL HALL | 
Boston | “Sinful Sunday” 
JACQUE’S | Boston | “Diamond 
Dunhill’s Drag-Ons Review” 
JEANIE JOHNSTON PUB | jamaica 
Plain | 7 pm | “Open Blues Jam” 
with Bees Deluxe 

JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | 9 am | 
“Jazz Brunch” with Matt Dorko 

+ Larry Kukers | 4:30 pm | “Open 
Blues Jam” | 9 pm | “Salsa Dancing” 
MATT MURPHY’S | Brookline | 1 
pm | DJ Andy 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cam- 
bridge | “Belly Dancing” with Dj 
Carabed + Sahar 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston 


ston 


| 4 pm | “Traditional Irish Sessuin” 


| 9 pm | Mike Barrett 
MOJITOS | Boston | “Salsa Night” 


O’LEARY’S | Brookline | 7:30 pm | 
“Irish Music Session” 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | 4 pm | 
“Irish Seissuin” | 9 pm | “Reggae 
Sunday” with Danny Tucker & 
Vibe Tribe 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge 
|10 pm | “Bump” underground 
house with DJs Randy Deshaies + 
the Bump Crew 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge 
noon | “Country Cospel Brunch 
with Sacred Shakers | 4 pm | 
Frank Drake | 9 pm | Frank Morey 
PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | 
James McKenna Duo 

RACK | Boston | 7 pm | “Battle of 
the Bands” 

RVLES | Cambridge | 10 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” with Harvey Finstein 
SISSY K’S | Boston | Greg Luttrell 
TERRACE BAR | Boston | 6 pm 
Ray Santisi Trio 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 

| Boston | 9 pm | “Club Escape” 
with Dj Tassos 

VAPOR | Boston | “T-Dance” old 
school house with DJ) Danae 
VERTIGO | Boston | Caribbean 
and World Beat with DJ Deville 
WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | 4 pm 

| “Jazz Jam Session” with Jason 
Paimer Trio | 9 pm | Wally’s Step- 
children 


MONDAY 

Today's listings contain weekly 
events that may be suspended 
for the holiday; please call 
ahead before stepping out. See 
Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 7 
pm | “Grrl Rush” with Janet Feld 
+ Jordan Clements + Cabrieile 
AN TUA NUA | Boston | “Cer 
emony” goth, industrial 

AXIS | Boston | 10 pm | “Static 
Gay Night” 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN | Boston 
| “Tommy's Jam Session” 
BOSTON ROCKS | Boston | “Mar- 
tini Mondays” 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB | jamaica 
Plain | “Sonic Cinger” down tem 
po lounge, dub with Djs Martini 
+ Ah Dub 

BURREN | Somerville | 10 pm | 
“Traditional Irish Music” 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | Joe Cocker Manifesto 
ENCORE | Boston | “Open Mic” 
with Steve Heck 

GREEN BRIAR | Brighton | “Irish 
Seisiun” 

HENNESSY’S | Boston | joe 
Carson 

MATT MURPHY’S | Brookline | 12 
pm | Sambalolo 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cam- 
bridge | 10 pm | “Open Mic Night” 
with Roger Nicholson 

MILKY WAY | Jamaica Plain | 7 
pm | “Starlite Open Stage” 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge 
|“Makka Monday” hip-hop, 
reggae with Djs Voyager :o1 + 
Uppercut 

PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | 
Scott Damgaard 

SISSY K’S | Boston | Justin Beech 
TERRACE BAR | Boston | 5:30 
pm | Ray Santisi 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Shwang 
| 10:30 pm | Tim Gearan Band 
TOAST | Somerville | “Industry 
Night” 

VAPOR | Boston | “Piano Open 
Mic” with Michelle Curry 
VERTIGO | Boston | “The Move 
ment” deep house, house, pro 
gressive with Dj Eric Santangelo 
WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Jose 
Ramos & the Special Blend 


TUESDAY 

See Club Directory for phone 
numbers and addresses. 

ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville | 
Pub Stage | Ken Field's Revolu 
tionary Snake Ensemble 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 
“Indie Rock Night” with Warm 
Bodies + Pennyhead + Thomas 
Lunch 

AMAZING THINGS ART CENTER 
| Framingham | “Jazz Jam” with 
Jamie Stewardson + Rivers Music 
School Faculty 

ARIA | Boston | “One Nation 
Tuesdays” hip-hop, R&B, reggae 
with DJ Chubby Chub 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | Schoo! of 


20 ECEMBER 22.2 N + HE PHOENIX 
THE 
} with DJ Val Beatz 
AUTHORITY hester 
A thewesternfrontciut COM 
r& 
i 
THALIA 
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JEN KEARNEY RANT CONSPIRACY 
HEIDI SAPERSTEIN 
RS 
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KRISTI MARTEL plays Felt Thursday, December 


Rock 

BURREN | Somerville | Front 
Room | 10 pm | “Traditional Irish 
Music” | Back Room | 7 pm | “Open 
Mic” with Hugh McGowan 
CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge 

| Upstairs | 8 pm | “Bluegrass 
Pickin’ Party” with Monadnock 

+ Obi’s Boys | Downstairs | 8 pm | 
“Bluegrass Pickin’ Party” 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | Hatrack 
Gallagher with the Rick Mauré 
Trio 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | Fats Hammond 
EMBASSY | Boston | 10 pm | “In- 
dustry Night” hip-hop, R&B with 
Dj 

ENCORE | Boston | “Open Mic” 
with Bobby Femino 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | “Twas 
the Night After Christmas” with 
Greater Good + Golden Brown + 
Hektik + Unbeatables + Goldman 
+On&On 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Dave 
Leeb 

HENNESSY'’S | Boston | Scott 
Damgaard 

KELLS | Alliston | “Totally 80s 
Tuesday” 

MAIN STREETS MARKET AND 
CAFE | Concord | 7 pm | Rich Mc- 
Cirr 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Ace & Artemis + Tom Tier- 
ney + When Walls Are Built 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 
| “Electro Dance Classics” with 
Hearthrob 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “All 
Star Live Band Karaoke” with 
Nickel & Dime Band 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge 
| “Diskocentric” eccentric dance 
music 

PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | 
Dj Dana Z 

RHUMB LINE | Cloucester | “Big 
Tuesday” with Boston Horns 


RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Soft 
Rock and Soul” with Dj Mo Jon- 
tana + DJ Sweet Toof 

ROGGIE’S | Brighton | “Open Mic” 
with Christie Leigh 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 
“Irish Music Session” 

SISSY K’S | Boston | Stu Sinclair 
| Upstairs | “In the Biz Hospitality 
Night” Top 40 and popular dance 
with DJ Ra-mu 

TERRACE BAR | Boston | 5:30 pm 
| Ray Santisi 

TOAST | Somerville | “Singularity: 
IDM, Clitch, Electronic” 

VAPOR | Boston | “Retro Night” 
with Djs Danae + Michael Shee- 
han 

VENU | Boston | “Mynt” interna- 
tional sounds with DJ Adilson 
VERTIGO | Boston | “Defmatch” 
electro-backbeat with DJs 
WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Wally’s 
Stepchildren 

ZUZU | Cambridge | 10 pm | “Juke- 
BOX: the Ladies DJ Night” 


WEDNESDAY 

See Club Directory for phone 
numbers and addresses. 

ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville 

| Main Stage | Shout-Abouts + 
Henry + Televandals | Pub Stage | 
James Haitchwai 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton | 6:30 
pm | Gwenn & Friends | 8:30 pm | 
“World-Class Jazz” with Jerry Ber- 
gonzi, Bruce Gertz, Bob Kaufman 
& Gabriel Guerrero 

AMAZING THINGS ART CENTER 
| Framingham | “Folk Open Mic” 
with Leslie Holmes + Michael Lar- 
son + Beantown Bound 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
10 pm | Digney Fignus 

AVALON | Boston | Soulive 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | Casual 
Fiasco 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Upstairs | “Candy's Blues, Jazz & 


Rock Jam” 

CAPRICE | Boston | 9 pm | Tous- 
saint 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 + 
9:30 pm | Jewmongous 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | Jimmy 
Mazzy & the Last Minute Men 
DEVLIN'S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
Brighton | “Futurelounge” with Dj 
Dale Charles 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | Spike Emerson Society 
ENCORE | Boston | “Open Mic” 
with Michelle Currie 

FIRE + ICE | Boston | 8 pm | 
“Open Mic Night” 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | “Maura’s 
Birthday Extravaganza” with 
Doomriders + Clouds + Superpow- 
er + Nothing But Enemies + Clow 
GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Dave 
Leeb 

GREEN STREET GRILL | Cam- 
bridge | DJ World Unite 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Fish- 
bone + Fear Nuttin’ Band 
HENNESSY'’S | Boston | “Live 
Band Karaoke” with DefNotes 
KELLS | Allston | “Get Over the 
Hump” hip-hop, house, & dance 
with DJ Doc 

KENNEDY'S MIDTOWN | Boston | 
Christie Leigh & Friends 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | 
Worcester | “Wormtown Wednes- 
day” 

MAIN STREETS MARKET AND 
CAFE | Concord | 7 pm | Patti 
DeRosa + Chris Wilhelm 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | TKC + Fenwick + Bugs & 
Rats + Movers & Shakers 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cam- 
bridge | “Belly Dancing” with Abe 
Osco Ensemble 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 
| “Rhythmic Soul Lounge” with 
Soul Torch 

MIDWAY CAFE | Jamaica Plain | 
“Musk Dance Party” with Juliet 


Kilo 

NEWS | Boston | 5:30 pm | DJ Jay 
Prouty 

PARADISE LOUNGE | Boston | 
Bridge + Baldi + Surburban Craf 
fiti + AVI 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge 
| “Recycle” with DJs Pat Fontes + 
Shuman + Mike Walsh 

PLACE | Boston | Diana Karthas 
PLAYGROUND | Cambridge | 
“Open Mic” 

RACK | Boston | 9 pm | DJ Ricky 
RAMROD | Boston | “Twitch” 
new wave, goth, industrial with 
DJ Mac 

REDLINE | Cambridge | 10 pm | 
“Shift” indie rock, electro-punk, 
techno-pop with Dj Punketta 
Doilie 

REEL BAR | Aliston | “Collective 
Wednesday” with DJs Cristin + Jay 
+ Patrick + lan 

REMINGTON’S | Boston | 8:30 pm 
| Al Vega Trio + Johnny Souza 
RENDEZVOUS | Waltham | 9 pm | 
“Open Mic” 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Primi- 
tive Sounds” roots, rock, gospel, 
blues with Jason Beek + PJ East- 
man 

SERAFINA | Concord | 6:30 pm | 
Paul Broadnax + Nathalie Marsh 
SIDNEY’S GRILLE | Cambridge | 5 
pm | Groove Authority 

SIT N BULL PUB | Maynard | 
“Open Mic” with Seth Connelly + 
City of Roses 

SUGAR SHACK | Boston | Hip-hop 
and Top 40 with Dj Ren Justice 
TERRACE BAR | Boston | 8 pm| 
Emily Shackleton 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE | 
Boston | 10 pm | “33 Wednesday” 
with DJ Anthony 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | 
“W.O.W. the Women of Wednes- 
day” with Tiff Jimber | 9:30 pm | 
Arielle Silver 

Continued on p 22 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX | MUSIC + CLUBS 


Sq - 
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12/23 Lance Martin Band 
12/27 DieVano String Quartet 
12/29 Mr Nick's Blues Mafia 
B 12/30 Ken Clark Organ Trio 


12/31 New Year's Eve with 
Chicken Slacks 
Soul Review 


SUN Salsa Sundays 


f Dinner: Tues thru 


Takeout avail. 


Harvey Finstein 


(CREATIVE DRESS OPTIONAL) 


TICKETS 
$12 IN ADVANCE 
$20 ON THE NIGHT 


CHRISTMAS NIGHT 
OPEN AT SPM TILL 1AM 


MASS AVE CENTRAL 
617-576-6260 


12.21.06 
REW PRY ROM 


18+ 9pm 


12.22.06 
Tool) 
Theoryshift, 
Brake for Moose, 
Ellis Ashbrook 


Saturday 12.23.06 
Ravage, Drednok, 
Dead Like Death, 

Make Bleed 


18+ 


DECEMBER 22. 2 


December 21 
The Scrooges 
Sons of Kyuss 
The Humanoids 
18+ 9pm $8.00 
Friday, December 22 


as Borr nstmas Day 
sai V Xmas Dance Party 


+ 9pm $7 ($5 before 11pm: 


Saturday, December 23 
Camilie Dodero’s Going Away Party 
DJ Rndm & VJ Robotkid 
21+ Gpm $6.00 
Sunday, December 24 


Happy Holidays 


Monday, December 25 
Happy Holdays 


Tuesday, December 26 
The After Chnstmas, 


jer Good 
Jen Brown 
Hekbh 
The Unbeatables 
Gokiman 
Hosted by Peter Parker 
Music by On And On 
18+ 9pm $7 adv. / $10 doors 
Wednesday December 27 
Maura’s Birthday Extravaganza 
Doomnders 
Clouds 
Superpower 
Nothing But Enemies 
18+ 9:30 pm $7.00 
1222 Commonweath Ave 
617-566-9014 


12.26.06 


Wednesday 12.27.06 
THE CASUAL FIASCO, 
18+ 8pm 


Friday 12.29.06 
THE 
SUNDOWN, 
The Brew 
18+ 9pm 


myspace.com/billsbar 
| 


Continued from p 21 

TOAST erville | “Crypt 
justrial with Dj Chris Ewen 

TOMMY DOYLE’S KENDAL 


with Wil 


THE PLACE Can 
bridee E th Men 


+A 
AP 


wi 
Ww & Childre 
VAPOR | £ 
Dj Ad 
VERTIGO | 
Dave Henshaw wit 
WALLY’S CAFE | 
Stepchildrer 


WONDER BAR 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone 
numbers and addresses. 

ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville | 
Main Stage | Mark Lind & the 
Pickup Band + Scars + Dementia 
13 | Pub Stage | Dave Mirabella 
ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton | 6:30 
pm | Laird Nelson | 8:30 pm | 
“Blues Jam” with B.J. Magoon & 
Friends 

AN TAIN | Boston | 5 pm | D) Keitt 
AN TUA NUA | Boston | “Hip-Hop 
& Top 40” with Dj Howie 


&\THEIBLUETONES 


|_NEW YEAR'S 


ARIA | Boston | NYC hip-hop with 
guest Djs 

ASGARD | Cambridge | Pau! Fur 
din Duo 

AVENUE | Allston | 7 pm | “Acous 


Pop” with Will Dal 


*T.¢ 


BILLS BAR | Boston per” 
BOB'S SOUTHERN BISTRO | Bos 


n|7 pm | Connectivity 
BOSTON ROCKS | Boston 
After Work Thursday 
BURREN | S« 

Roon pr 


M 


5 pm 


Swinging Johns 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge 

Chicken Slacks Soul, 
R&B & Funk Dance Party” 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | Bill 
Morrissey + Kelly Flint 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | “Acous 

Pop Hits Night” with Walk 

Don’t Run 

COMMON GROUND | Allston | 
Love Night” 80s, all vinyl with 

Brian 

CONNERY'’S INN | Framingham | 
“Open Mic” 

DBAR | Dorchester | “DLounge” 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 

Brighton | “Chart & Dance” with 

Dj Doc 

DRUID | Cambridge | 10 pm | Nigh- 

time Callagher 

EMBASSY | Boston | “The Clam- 

orous Life” hip-hop & electro 

party with Djs Susan Esthera + 

Aphrodite 

ENCORE | Boston | Rich Dimare 


Upstairs 


ONLINE ETIX.COM 


PRINT HOME HOURS DAY 


ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | 
9:30 pm | “Party for the Berwick” 
GREEN BRIAR | Brighton | Dj JFK 
GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Spitting 
Vinnies 
GREEN STREET GRILL | Cambridge 
10:30 pm | “Afro-Pop High Life 
with Joh Camara & Jama-Jigi 
HANNAH'S | Somerville | Reggae 
and house with guest DJs 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Revival 
HENNESSY’S | Boston | Me & Julio 
HONG KONG | Cambridge | Main 
stream, house & reggae with D] Bob 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT | 
Boston | 6 pm | Clay Brown Trio 
JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | In the 
Public Interest + Duncan Walters 
JOSE MCINTYRE’S | Boston | 
Upstairs | Dj John Tringall 
stairs | Me & Julio 
KELLS “Fun House” with 
Djs Edgar + Mike Cioscia 
KINGS | Boston | 10 pm | “Karaoke 
Idol 
KIRKLAND CAFE | Somerville | 
Class Cypsys + Tara White + Brook 
lyns 
LA LUNA CAFE | Cambridge | 8 pm 
| Caminhos Cruzados with Evelyn 
Rosenthal 
LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Todne 
Texeira 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | Worces- 
ter | Mullethead + Lot 54 + One in 
Vain + Revival 
MADISON'S ON THE AVE | Somer- 
ville | “Jazz Singers’ Open Mic” with 
David Rumpler Trio 
MAIN STREETS MARKET AND 
CAFE | Concord | 7 pm | John 
Fitzsimmons 
MANTRA | Boston | 10:30 pm | 
“Mantra Thursday” eclectic inter- 
national, vocal house, hip-hop 
MARCO POLO | Ipswich | Soul Band 
MATT MURPHY’'S | Brookline | 1 
pm | Wild Sextet 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Ailys Lyon + J Blake + Alius 
Spero + Breakheart Reservation + 
Charlie 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cam- 
bridge | “Continental Drift: Djs 
Playing Music from the African 
Diaspora” 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 
| “Make It New” electronic dance 
music with David Day 
MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 
“Women's Dance Night + Queeraoke” 
MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | 
“Aquanet 80s Dance Party” with 
Djs Casey + Tommee + Knife + Paul 
Foley + Mike Costa 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Al Vega Trio 
MOJITOS | Boston | Salsa, hip-hop, 
Latin with D] Pup Dawg + Baby 
Boricua 
P.A.’S LOUNGE | Somerville | Goca 
sual + Rivalry + McAlister Drive 
PADDY 0’S | Boston | “College Night” 
with Dj Select 
PALLADIUM | Worcester | 7 pm | 
Classjaw 
PARRIS | Boston | Second Chance 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
“Elements” drum n bass with Djs 
Crook + Lenore + MDoc + Dan Bell 
+ Todd Cys 
PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | Dj 
Flanagan + Jim Plunkett 
RACK | Boston | Djs Massi + Mike 
Pardi 
REDLINE | Cambridge | 10 pm | 
“Reunion” 
REGATTABAR | Cambridge | 7:30 + 
10 pm | Kenny Barron & Trio da Paz 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Bullitts 
and Cravy” with Dj Bullitt 
ROGGIE’S | Brighton | Lounge | 
Tribal house, break beat funk with 
Dj Jonathan Theory 
RUBY ROOM | Boston | “Rouge 
Thursday” with DJ Prolific 
SISSY K’S | Boston | Justin Beech 
| Upstairs | popular dance with Dj 
Deja 
SIT N BULL PUB | Maynard | Mar- 
malading 
SOLSTICE CAFE | Boston | 10 pm | 
“Jazz Jam Session” with Panella/ 
Larson Trio 
SUGAR SHACK | Boston | “College 
Night” with DJ B-Spin 
TERRACE BAR | Boston | 7 pm | Eric 
McFadden 
33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE | 
Boston | Downstairs | “Reve” with 
Dj Niko 
TIMES | Boston | 6 pm | Frank Mo- 
Tey & His Band | 9:30 | “Open Mic” 


Down 


Allston 


DOOMRIDERS Great Scott Wednesday. 


with Jon Titone 

TIR NA NOG | Somerville | Ronan 
“Fluffy” Quinn 

TOAST | Somerville | “Twisted 
Thursday College Night” hip-hop, 
Top 40 with Dj 9-1 

21ST AMENDMENT | Boston | Dj 
Sean Daly 

VAPOR | Boston | “MOCCA” hip- 
hop, R&B with Djs KC + Ron Steel 
VENU | Boston | “Venu Thursday” 
| Room 1 | “Hip-hop, reggae, reg- 
gaeton” | Room 2 | “Salsa, me- 
rengue” 

VERTIGO | Boston | Djs Pup Dawg 
+ Swissivory 

WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Francisco 
Mela Quintet 

WESTERN FRONT | Cambridge | 
“Worldtronic” with Circle 

WEST STREET GRILLE | Boston | 
“Late Night Lounge” 

WHITE RAINBOW RESTAURANT 
& MARTINI BAR | Gloucester | 
Busty 

WONDER BAR | Allston | Upstairs 
| “Thirsty Thursdays” with Djs He- 
van + Turbz | Lounge | “Fly Thurs 
days” with Djs K-Rich + Kreation 
ZUZU | Cambridge | A.K.A.C.O.D. 


COMEDY 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Downstairs | 
“Bastards Inc Comedy” 

COMEDY CONNECTION | 8:30 pm 

| “The R-Rated Hypnotist” Frank 
Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO | “The Dan Sally 
Show” with James Goff + Dan Crohn 
+ David Powell + Larry Starr + Jim 
Blumenfeld + Jono Zalay + Micah 
Sherman 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | “Boston 
Comics with Boston Attitude” with 
Creg Howell 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 pm 
| “Holiday Spectacular; What the 
Dickens?!” 


FRIDAY 

See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE ARTS | 
8 pm | Improv Jones 

COMEDY CONNECTION @ KOW- 
LOON | 8 pm | “The R-Rated Hypno- 
tist” Frank Santos | 10:15 pm | Frank 
Santorelli + Scott Higgins 

COMEDY STUDIO | Walsh 

Brothers + James Coff + Sandy 

Asai + Doug Chagnon + Chris Flem- 
ing 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | Outtakes 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 + 10 
pm | “Holiday Spectacular: What the 
Dickens?!” 


SATURDAY 

See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

COMEDY STUDIO | Jen Kirkman + 
Billy Bob Neck + James Goff + Rick 
Jenkins 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | 

“Comedy Dodgeball: Comics 
Heckling Comics” with Dick Doherty 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 + 10 
pm | “Holiday Spectacular: What the 
Dickens?!” 

THIRSTY EAR PUB | “Hilarium” 
with Walsh Brothers 


SUNDAY 

Today's listings contain weekly 
events that may be suspended for 
the holiday; please call ahead before 
stepping out. See Club Directory for 
phone numbers and addresses. 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | “Boston's Wildest 
Open Mic” with Lisa Markham 
EMERALD ISLE | 8 pm | “Big Funny 
Sunday” with Corey Manning + 
Chris Tabb 


MONDAY 

Today's listings contain weekly 
events that may be suspended for 
the holiday; please call ahead before 
Stepping out. See Club Directory for 
phone numbers and addresses. 
COMEDY CONNECTION | 8 pm | “Am 
ateur Showcase” with Kevin Knox 
GREEN DRAGON | “Battle of the 
Comedians” 


TUESDAY 

See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

AN TUA NUA | Bragging to Children 
COMEDY CONNECTION | Pau! 
Nardizzi + Robbie Printz 


WEDNESDAY 

See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

COMEDY STUDIO | Mookie Blaikiock 
+ Taylor Connelly + Steve Macone 

+ James Coff + Dan Hirshon + Tom 
Caswell + Alex Chase 

EMERALD ISLE | 8 pm | “Open Mic” 
with Rich Custus 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 pn 
|“The Hump Fringe Show: Improv 
Idol” 

UPS N DOWNS | 10 pm | “Comedy 
Open Mic” with DJ Cage 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Downstairs | 
“Bastards Inc Comedy” 

COMEDY CONNECTION | 8:30 pm | “The 
Re@ated Hypnotist” Frank Santos 
COMEDY STUDIO | “The Dan Sally 
Show” with Mike Lemme + Tom 
Dustin + Ian Fraser + James Goff + 
Ken Reid + Edward Dominguez 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | “Boston Comics 


with Boston Attitude” with Creg 
Howell 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 prin 
|“Comedy Thursday” | 10 pm | “The 
Creat & Secret Comedy Show” with 
Walsh Brothers 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY 

“JAZZ WORSHIP SERVICE” WITH 
WILLIE SORDILLO TRIO | 6 pm | Old 
South Church, 645 Boylston St, Bos- 
ton | free | 617.425.5159 
REVOLUTIONARY SNAKE EN- 
SEMBLE | noon + 4 pm | Outdoors at 
Downtown Crossing, Summer St, 
Boston | free | 617.635.3911 


FRIDAY 

MAMADOU DIOP | 7 pm | Commu- 
nity Church of Boston, 565 Boylston 
St, Boston | free | 617.576.5367 
WARRANT | 8 pm | Wolf Den @ 
Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, 
Uncasville, CT | free | 888.226.7711 


SATURDAY 

CARTELLS | 1: pm | Wolf Den @ 
Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, 
Uncasville, CT | free | 888.226.7711 
SETH SHOMES BAND | 8 pm | Wolf 
Den @ Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan 
Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT | free | 
888.226.7711 


SUNDAY 

“AZZ JAM” | 2 pm | Jamaicaway 
Books & Cifts, 676 Centre St, Jamaica 
Plain | free | 617.983.3204 


TUESDAY 

TIMMY WALKER HOLIDAY REVIEW 
| noon + 4 pm | Outdoors at Down- 
town Crossing, Summer St, Boston | 
free | 617.635.3911 


WEDNESDAY 

GOLDEN TONES | noon + 4 pm 

| Outdoors at Downtown Cross- 
ing, Summer St, Boston | free | 
617.635.3911 

AARON LEWIS | Wed-Thurs 7:30 pm 
| Cabaret Theatre @ Mohegan Sun, 1 
Mohegan Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT | 
$65 | 888.226.7711 
TRANS-SIBERIAN ORCHESTRA 

|3 +8 pm | DCU Center, 50 Foster 
St, Worcester | $38.75 + $48.75 | 
508.755.6800 


THURSDAY 

TREY ANASTASIO | 7:30 pm | Or- 
pheum Theatre, 1 Hamilton Pl, Bos- 
ton | $39.50 | 617.482.0650 

RKW SEASON'S SERENADE | noon 
+ 4pm | Outdoors at Downtown 
Crossing, Summer St, Boston | free | 
617.635.3911 

“JAZZ WORSHIP SERVICE” WITH 
WILLIE SORDILLO TRIO | See listing 
for previous Thurs 

AARON LEWIS | See liscing for Wed 
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NEW MUSIC. FIRST. 


3.31.04 the first radio station New England play The Killers first single, Somebody Told Me. 


portant 


rom Las 


bands are such great thing. 


The 


IMAGINE WHAT YOU MIGHT HEAR TOMORROW. 


THE SHINS 


THE 


GORILLAZ 


GREEN DAY 


WHITE STRIPES 


INTERPOL 


FALL OUT BOY 


NIRVANA 


HOT HEAT 


MODEST MOUSE 


WEEZER 


THE STROKES 


BECK 


NINE INCH NAILS 


FAT BOY SLIM 


THE BRAVERY 


DEPECHE MODE 


101.7 


> 


FRANZ FERDINAND 


DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE 


SMASHING PUMPKINS 


SOUTHERN 


92.1 


THE BEST ’06, 
PLUS ZELDA 


See Games | p 14 
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Matt Lauer vs. George 
Bush, Christopher Hitchens 


vs. Bill Maher’s audience, 


THE NEW ICA LANDS FILM 


Over ski packages choose 
ROSSIGNOL 


NORDICA 

Scratch Girl SuperCharger One Luv Skis 
(for her...she will love you forever) 
MARKER 11.0 Bindings 


Twin Tip Skis Boots (way cool) 
LEKI Titanlite Trigger Poles 


(from jib 
FREE $1045 


it's what they want) 


ROSSIGNOL Axium 
¢ * 


100 Pro Bindings 
Leki Equipe SC Poles 
FREE Mounting 
SALOMON 
X-Wave 6.0 
Boots (Men's) 


reg. $425 


GORE-TEX® 
Gloves 


BURTON Clash 
Burton Moto Boot 
Burton Freestyle Binding 


TRANSPACK 
The Ultimate Boot Bag with 
patented storage system. 


Also available in the junior S 2 oc 
Edge model. BOS 99 


Single Ski Bag 
Protect your skis and 
travel style. 

Check out the full line 
P-51 performance luggage. 


Push the boundaries ail over 
the mountain from park to powder 
with GIRO's latest free ride heimet. 


THE NORTH 


package 195 


OAKLEY 


Goggle Maximize your field 
vision with extreme clarity and fit 
specifically for women. 


Burton Mint Boot 
Burton 


Haven Boa 


Women's Boots 


Fuse-Sensor 
Low profile free ride 
frame with Sensor lens 


that maximizes color definition 
and depth perception. 
Base™ 


Men's Women's 
Crew Legging 


Ski 


Concept 65W 
Boots (Women's) 


FISCHER 

Jupiter Control skis 
ROSSIGNOL NNN Boots 
SWIX Trail Poles $311 


FLITE 
bindings 


BURTON 
Motorola Audex 
compatible 


» 


Market 


4 


ALL WEEK Two the best French films ever 
made explore the heights and the depths bit- 
tersweet love did say they were French. The 
Brattle Theatre has what’s described 
geous restoration” Jean Renoir’s REGLE 
RULES THE GAME (1939), which up- 
stairs/downstairs romantic triangles add edge 
melodrama and farce hunting party 


but this brand new print will take you back 
when and love were screens through 
New Year’s Eve. Over the MFA, Marcel Carné’s 
LES ENFANTS PARADIS|CHILDREN PARADISE 
(1945) reprises once again its five-way romance 
against the backdrop Parisian the- 
ater and society; it’ll have four screenings this 
week (Friday, Sunday, Wednesday, Thursday) and 


au Paradis 


four more next month. 


THURSDAY 


APOCALYPSE NOW? 

light-hearted counterpart 
to Mel Gibson’s Apocalypto 
might be the Raoul Walsh 
oddity THE HORN BLOWS AT 
MIDNIGHT (1945), in which 
Jack Benny plays a radio-or- 
chestra trumpet player who 
dozes off during broadcast 
and dreams that he’s the 
archangel Athanael, who’s 
been assigned sound off 
the title hour and signal the 
end the world. doubt 
this was the movie that 
made Jack switch the vio- 
lin. screens the South 


Marquis’s estate; you’ve seen million times, 


Boston Branch Library, 646 
East Broadway | 6 pm | free | 
617.268.0180. 


POEMS ARE 

THE NEW PROSE 
Celebrate “A YEAR OF POETRY” 
at Brookline Booksmith with 
former poet laureate Robert 
Pinsky, the Phoenix’s own 
Lloyd Schwartz, and 11 other 
local poets plus 
Poetry Calendar 2007 editor 
Shafiq Naz. What would the 
next 365 days of your life be 
without some free verse and 
iambic pentameter? The gang 
will read and sign their own 
works and read from those of 
the masters at Brookline 
Booksmith, 279 Harvard St, 


Brookline | 7 pm | free | 
617.566.6660.0n | 7 pm |free | 
617.236.1444. 


FRIDAY 


NOW PLAYING 

Opening in theaters today: 
CURSE THE GOLDEN 
THE GOOD GERMAN, THE GOOD 
SHEPHERD, NIGHT THE MUSE- 
UM, OFF THE BLACK, and 
ARE MARSHALL; our reviews of 
everything that screened are 
pages 5-6. 


SEASONAL MUSIC 
While all those Messiahs and 
Christmas Oratorios were being 


presented, you were busy 
buying presents. Now you're 
done, and so are most of the 
holiday performances, but 
Scrooge gets one last chance 
and so do you. Tonight and 
tomorrow, JOEL COHEN and 
the BOSTON CAMERATA do 
their “A French Christmas,” 
with French medizval chants 
and Provencal carols | First 
Congregational Church, 11 
Garden St, Cambridge | De- 
cember 22 @ 8 pm | Church of 
the Immaculate Conception, 
775 Harrison Ave, Boston | De- 
cember 23 @ 8 pm | $22-$46 | 
866.427.2092. And JEFFREY 
RINK and CHORUS PRO MUSICA 
offer Britten’s A Ceremony of 
Carols along with sacred music 
and carols, a brass chorale, 
and audience-sing-along op- 
portunities at Old South 
Church, 645 Boylston St, 
Boston | 8 pm | $20-$60 | 
617.267.7442. 


SATURDAY 


TONIGHT, TONIGHT 

Or the previous night, as the 
story goes. Clement Clarke 
Moore's “ "TWAS THE NIGHT BE- 
FORE CHRISTMAS” was pub- 
lished in 1823, and it 
launched the modern Santa 
Claus myth. Before that, San- 
ta was just St. Nicholas, pa- 
tron saint of children, nota 
jolly fat dude with a penchant 
for monochromatic red 
outfits and worldwide sleigh 
travel and a ginormous sack 
of toys. So you could say that 
Moore was responsible for 
kick-starting the mass com- 
mercialization the holi- 
days, but we'd rather not 
blame it on a writer. Denial is 
a wonderful thing, and so is 
being read to: you and yours 
can listen to the tale of Father 
Christmas this evening. (Kids 
should feel free to wear their 
PJs.) But don’t brush your 
teeth beforehand — there'll 
be candy to spare at the 
Boston University Barnes & 
Noble | 660 Beacon St, Boston 
|4 pm | free | 617.267.8484. 


NOT KANSAS 
It’s the perfect holiday film, 
celebrating home, friend- 
ship, determination, and the 
victory good over evil. It’s 
also the most nightmarish 
movie ever made, with a cy- 
clone, flying monkeys, a dis- 
membered scarecrow, a melt- 
ing witch, a terrifying wiz- 
ard, and the sneaky sugges- 


tion that all life is buta 
dream. Either way, this is 
the perfect time to reac 
quaint yourself with THE 
WIZARD OF OZ, which the 
Coolidge Corner Theatre is 
screening for kids of all ages | 
290 Harvard St, Brookline | 
December 23-24 @ 10:30 am | 
617.734.2501. 


SUNDAY 


THE NIGHT BEFORE... 
Everything’s been bought 
and wrapped and written 
and cooked, so what to do on 
Christmas Eve? You can still 
catch BOSTON BALLET’S THE 
NUTCRACKER at noon, or THE 
RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS SPEC- 
TACULAR at 1 pm, or HOLIDAY 
POPS or John Kuntz in THE 
SANTALAND DIARIES at 3 pm. 
You can check “Play by Play” 
(page 18) for the CHRISTMAS 
CAROL line-up. Or you could 
just stay home and watch 
the Jacksonville Jaguars tear 
our beloved NEW ENGLAND 
PATRIOTS limb from limb ati 
pm on CBS. 


MONDAY 


CHRISTMAS CHEER 
Opening in theaters today: 
BLACK CHRISTMAS, a remake 
of the 1974 horror film about 
sorority sisters on Christmas 
break who get murdered one 
by one; CHILDREN OF MEN, Al- 
fonso adaptation 
the P.D. James novel about a 
future world in which chil- 
dren have ceased to be born: 
and DREAMGIRLS, Bill Con- 
adaptation the 
Broadway hit about three 
women soul singers. 


TUESDAY 


THE DAY AFTER 

On church calendars, Christ- 
mas last 12 days (thus “The 
Twelve Days of Christmas”), 
and this is just day #2, so once 
you've obtained those all-im- 
portant turtle doves at the 
mall sale of your choice, you 
might continue the celebra- 
tion with THE CHRISTMAS REV- 
ELS at Sanders Theatre. If on 
the other hand the Pats’ loss 
put you funk that even 
Santa couldn’t fix, head over 
to Zero Arrow Theatre for the 
ART/Dresden Dolls presenta- 


tion THE ONION CELLAR, where 
we heard a rumor (actually, 
we started it) that they wer 
handing out free onions to get 
you in the mood. (Jeffrey 
Gantz’s review of The Christm 
Revels and information about 
both shows is in “Play by 
Play,” on page 18.) 


WEDNESDAY 


TIME GET SERIOUS 
It’s two days after Christmas 
and you've had it with jollity 
and frivolity. Enter the Mu- 
seum of Fine Arts with “SEV- 
EN CLASSIC FILMS BY KEN}! Mi- 
ZOGUCHI,” which kicks off 
with a classic film that turns 
up on many critics’ all-time 
Top 10 lists, UGETSU (1953), a 
sardonic but heartbreaking 
love story about two brothers 
in 16th-century Japan who 
sacrifice what is dearest and 
most valuable to greed, am- 
bition, and a ghost. Chris Fu- 
jiwara will review the series 
for us next week, but you can 
see this one today at the 
MFA, 465 Huntington Ave, 
Boston | 6:30 pm | 
617.369.3907. 


THURSDAY 


Identical twins Elsie and 
Serenity Smith performed as 
Gemini Trapeze with Cirque 
du Soleil and Ringling Broth- 
ers & Barnum & Bailey Circus 
before founding Vermont- 
based Nimble Arts, which 
comes to the Arsenal Center 
for the Arts with its own 
blend of theater and circus, 
THE LOVE SHOW: A CIRCUS o 
VAUDEVILLE EXPLORATION OF 
SILLY SERIOUS RELATION- 
SHIPS. An entertainment 
aimed at the whole family 
but steeped in the mysteries 
of Cirque du Soleil, The Love 
Show fields eight performers 
including the look-alike 
ladies of the trapeze, Inter- 
national Juggling Association 
champions Tony Duncan and 
Jen Slaw, and actor/aerialist 
Bronwyn Sims show that 
promises to be both thought- 
provoking and physically 
thrilling. The Arsenal Center 
is at 321 Arsenal St, Water- 
town | December 28 @ 7 pm; 
December 29 @ 2 + 7 pm | $20- 
$40; half-price students | 
617.923.8487 or Www.arse- 
nalarts.org. 
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Doom, 


PETER KEOUGH 


THE QUEEN Helen Mirren regal. 


iven the past year’s headlines, 
can’t come surprise that 
some the best films 2006 
had edge darkness them. 
(Not that rank one the 
best, but is it any wonder that a film called 
Apocalypto took first place the box office 
its opening weekend?) Thus my Top 10 this 
year might appear even bleaker than usu- 
al. The films run the gamut from individ- 
ual insanity (Inland Empire) to universal ex- 
tinction (Children of Men). I did enjoy the 
postmodern high jinks of Tristram Shandy 
and indulge the redemptive fantasy 
Superman Returns. Otherwise, it seems a case 
tough times making for great cinema. 


INLAND EMPIRE 

Here’s something you can watch over and 
over until the next David Lynch film 
comes out and never plumb its depths. 
all surface? with Mulholland 
Drive, the initial premise involves ac- 
tress — Laura Dern in perhaps the best 
performance of the year — seeking a role. 
That bare plot line doesn’t last long 
the story doubles back on itself at least 
three times and the characters (most of 
them played by Dern) shed and regrow 
identities. By the end, all sense of “be- 
fore” and “after” has been replaced 
dazzling cinematic fugue. 


THE DEATH 

MR. LAZARESCU 

Retired engineer Dante Remus Lazarescu 
(his brother-in-law’s name Virgil) 
wakes feeling under the weather; 
from there descends through the cir- 
cles the Romanian health-care infer- 
no, as an ambulance takes him to a series 


hospitals where treated with con- 
tempt, annoyance, and indifference but 
also compassion. Cristi Puiu applies 
Frederick Wiseman’s style Kafka-es- 
que parable and triumphantly turns the 
banal into the mythic. 


TRISTRAM SHANDY: 

COCK AND BULL STORY 

For refuge from the contemporary 
nightmare his The Road Guantdnamo 
Michael Winterbottom turned Lau- 
rence Sterne’s sui generis, allegedly 
unfilmable 18th-century novel. The re- 
sult might the most ingenious and hi- 
larious adaptation ever made. The novel 
about the impossibility writing novel 
becomes film about the impossibility 
making film, with Steve Coogan archly 
tragic both the hero who finds 
difficult get born and the actor who 
plays him. 


THE QUEEN 

Every tragedy reaches a point where 
mourning turns kitsch. For Princess 
Di, this fate came quickly. the piles 
flowers grew around Buckingham Palace 
after her death, marked the end gen- 
uine grief and the triumph self-indul- 
gence. Not so for Queen Elizabeth II, who 
held out for royal detachment and digni- 
until was too late defrost her im- 
age. Stephen Frears’s meticulous ac- 
count, Helen Mirren gives HRH her due, 
proving that sometimes taste more im- 
portant than popularity power. 


BATTLE HEAVEN 


Some might not get past the opening 


INLAND EMPIRE 
Laura Dern 

dazzling 
cinematic fugue. 


blow job, but for those who do, Carlos 
hallucinatory film will offer 
unsettling rewards. Chauffeur Marcos 
and his wife have kidnapped baby. The 
baby dies. So much for plot. It all takes 
place in a closely observed, uncompre- 
hended world of rituals, ticking clocks, 
serene landscapes, mindless debauchery, 
bodies and faces. Reygadas obscene 
the way only the most religious filmmak- 
ers can be. He doesn’t shrink from look- 
ing, because he knows that what he sees 
are shadows something beyond, in- 
human battle Heaven. 


UNITED 


United 93 treads the line between catharsis 
and exploitation, between the manipula- 
tion of an agenda and the illusion of 
objectivity, and achieves the most faith- 
ful memorial to 9/11 that commercial 
cinema capable of. Paul Greengrass 
employs real-time cinéma-vérité 
re-create the confusion, the horror, 

and the resolve. His camera serves as a 
participant, thrusting you into the point 
those involved. only honor their 
heroism, and inspire our own, this film 
must be seen. 


LABARINTO DEL 
FAUNO|PAN’S LABYRINTH 
Guillermo Del Toro tells fairy tales the 
way they were intended, not the G-rated 
way which means lots blood, pain, 
death, bugs, monsters, and all expe- 
rienced from the point view tor- 
mented innocent child. Here it’s 12-year- 
old Ofelia, who has the misfortune 
the stepdaughter sadistic Fascist 
officer assigned mop Republican 
guerrillas the Spanish hinterlands 

1944. Ofelia’s fantasy life grim, 
though does offer refuge: the 

maze the title, where she meets 

sinister faun and learns her true 
identity Princess the Under- 

world. Complex, but unfolded 

astounding and limpid im- 

ages. (Opens in Boston January 12.) 


CHILDREN MEN 
Here’s different Doomsday sce- 
nario: women simply stop giving 


P.D. James novel, and Alfonso 
adapts into the most dis- 
turbing vision the future since 


Blade Runner. It’s 2027, nota 
child has been born for 18 
years, and the world has dis- 
integrated into chaos, cults, 
civil war, and tyranny. Not 
much different from to- 

day, come think it. 
boozy journalist (Clive 
Owen) accompanies a 


oom, and 


mysteriously pregnant woman (Julianne 
Moore) to dubious safety from warring 
interests ranging from a neo-Fascist 
regime terrorist organization 
immigrants. The politics are never 
simplistic, but the emotion and the 
excitement pack primal power. (Opens 

in Boston December 29.) 


LETTERS FROM JIMA 
Clint Eastwood’s Flags Our Fathers regarded 
war and heroism without sentiment, but 
the film suffered from the glibness Paul 
Haggis’s script. Not this parallel version 
from the Japanese side, which presents the 
battle, the courage, and the carnage with 
the stark grit the ashy island which 
was fought. Ken Watanabe brings 
gory Peck-like purity his role the 
commander the doomed Japanese garri- 
son. scenes extremity and horror 
evoking Kon Ichikawa’s Fires on the Plain, Let- 
ters illustrates the truism war’s inhu- 
manity. (Opens in Boston January 5.) 


SUPERMAN RETURNS 

Does the world need Superman? sav- 
ior, he’s bore. Fortunately, Bryan 
Singer didn’t let the Jesus business get 
the upper hand. his X-Men movies, 
his images and editing not only tella 
compelling tale but also touch our 
need for salvation and the inadequacy 
those turn for it. Brandon Routh 
brings the superhero humble hu- 
manity listens the cacophony 
those who suffer and finds can never 


TRISTRAM SHANDY 
The most ingenious and 
hilarious adaptation 
ever made? 
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Zhang’s gaudy, gory Curse 


_BY PETER 


CURSE THE 
GOLDEN FLOWER 


DIRECTED BY ZHANG YIMGU | WRITTEN BY ZHANG 
Y!MOU. WU NAN, AND BIAN ZHIHONG BASED ON 
THE PLAY THUNDER STORM BY CAO YU | WITH 
GONG LI, CHOW YUN FAT, JAY CHOU, LIU YE, CHEN 
G, NI MAN, AND OIN JUNJIE | SONY 
PICTURES CLASSIC | MANDARIN | 114 MINUTES 


BOSTON COMMON + KENDALL SQLARE + 
EMBASSY 


Many Zhang films come down 
battle between character and décor. 
Especially the period pictures: Raise the Red 
Lantern (1991), Shanghai Triad (1995), Hero 
(2002), House of Flying Daggers (2004), and 
now Curse of the Colden Flower. The décor in- 
variably wins, embodying does the 
intransigent social order the character 
rebelling against. also always sump- 
tuously beautiful, comprising awe-in- 
spiring sets and exquisite costumes all 
shot with transcendent serenity and epic 
composition. Nonetheless, always 
for the downtrodden protagonists, 
who are played with resolve and pathos 
some the world’s best actors. 

In this one, though, it’s a close call as 
to who gets our sympathy. Based on Cao 
Yu's Thunder Storm, a 1930s Chinese melo- 
drama, place the later Tang 
Dynasty the 10th century, period 


that, depicted here, makes Marie An- 
toinette’s Versailles look like Shaker meet- 
ing house. When Gong decked out 
about pounds gold, silk, gems, and 
satin walks down hallway, one ordinar- 
ily pays attention the hallway. But this 
the Forbidden Palace thousand years ago 
concocted chromatically drunk 
Zhang Yimou, and the colored glass the 
shimmers hues almost unimagin- 
able. It’s like a corridor of rainbow Christ- 
mas candy in Willy Wonka’s factory. 

Pretty, but also suffocating. 
setting, it’s hard get story started. Not 
for lack trying: there’s enough plot here 
for least three Shakespearean tragedies, 
Macbeth, Hamlet, and King Lear among them. 
plays the unfortunate Empress, vic- 
tim, like her characters in Raise the Red 
Lantern and Shanghai Triad, of a decadent, 
despotic patriarchy. The Emperor terrific 
Chow Yun Fat) has begun put poison- 
ous fungus her medicine would 
seem has learned her affair with her 
stepson, his eldest son and heir, Crown 
Prince Wan (Liu Ye). Wan for his part has 
been sneaking around with the Imperial 
Doctor’s daughter. Meanwhile, second son 
Prince Jai (Jay You) is wondering why his 
beloved mother obsessively embroidering 
thousands chrysanthemums for the up- 
coming Chrysanthemum Festival. And who 
the mysterious older woman snooping 
around Wan’s quarteis? 

It’s a nightmare of incest, treachery, 
and despair hatched Fabergé egg. 
got give, 
and you feel some relief 
when the king’s ninja- 
like avengers descend like 
inky spiders unleash 
balletic mayhem. 
when golden-armored 
army appears for con- 
vulsive final battle. The 
martial arts and massed 
combat thrill, but in- 
evitably the gorgeous 
courts, squares, thrones 
and battlements swallow 
them up. The performers, 
too, are splendid; when 
Gong tosses down anoth- 
poisoned brew and 
wipes her lips with han- 
ky, it’s the visual equiva- 
lent Bette Davis’s 
“What dump!” But the 
most vivid image for 
when army ser- 
vants clean after vast 
Tiananmen Square-like 
massacre and replace the 
thousands golden flow- 
ers the violence de- 
stroyed. Such beauty 


National 


Our exclusive list 
trendsetting fiction 
and non-fiction 


Hundreds 
Titles 


For Adults 

Audio bestsellers, 

great gift books, and the 
hottest new releases 


For Children 


Classics, award-winners 
and current faves 


Best 2006 


From our year’s most 
popular titles 


Staff Selections 


From the world’s best 
booksellers 


select assortment 
warm and witty wishes 
fit all tastes and traditions 


Timesaver that 
Always Fits! 


Gift Wrapping Service Available 


1400 Mass. Ave. Harvard Square, Cambridge 
617.499.2000 www.thecoop.com 
HOURS: MON. SAT. SUN. 10AM-9PM 


20% discount ends on 12/24/2006. Discounts cannot be combined. Other restric- 
tions may apply. See siore for details 
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THE GOOD GERMAN 
affectation 


NICK NONE 


OFF THE BLACK 


30 MINUTES | KENDALL SOt 


UARE 


from Steven Soderbergh. 


The first 30 minutes of James Ponsoldt’s understated feature debut feel scripted; you can see the typed-up 
lines dialogue the exchanges between aging umpire Ray Cook (Nick Nolte) and floppy-haired high- 
school pitcher Dave Tibbel (Trevor Morgan). But perhaps that’s the nature awkward interactions 
fall back on formula. And what’s awkward at first (Ray catches Dave vandalizing his house after his call 
ball instead strike cost Dave game) evolves into something natural and the script disappears. Nolte 
nails the particular tragedy of the past-his-prime ex-high-school athlete, and Morgan, as semi-sensitive 
teenager, angry-sad about his abandoning him, serves both foil and former self Nolte’s Dave 
the way sons are wont to. Ponsoldt finds beauty and sadness the details: one Dave’s notes-to-self 
reads, “Reunion! Kick Ass!”, and there’s the perfect suburban melancholy of a toilet-papered tree. 


“Into the sky to win or die,” 
proclaims an elfin-faced boy 
as he mounts a dragon to do 
battle against the forces of a 
tyrannical king. It’s just one 
of many dippy lines in this 
Lord of the Rings wanna-be 
based on (then) 17-year-old 
author Christopher Paolini’s 
bestseller. Little in this Mid- 
dle-earth-esque world is 
original, right down the 
evil minions called urgals 
essence more human- 
looking orcs. The young 
stars, Edward Speleers 


the dragon rider the title 
and Sienna Guillory as his 
love interest, are shot by 
director Stefen 
Fangmeier 

they were 

medizval Aber- 

crombie & Fitch 

models. Talent- 

ed actors includ- 

ing Djimon 

Hounsou as a 

rebel leader and 

Rachel Weisz as 

the voice the dragon get 
sucked into the mire; John 
Malkovich as the nefarious 
overlord doesn’t even try. 
Jeremy and Robert 
Carlyle provide the only 
semblance enchantment 


dragon master Brom and 


impish sorcerer Durza. 


Torn Meek 


TRAILERS 


THE GOOD GERMAN 
105 MINUTES HARVARD 
SQUARE 

Steven Soderbergh merges 
his mainstream aptitude 


Nina MacLaughlin 


with his proclivity for ex- 
perimentation, making 
conventional post-WW2 
proto-espi- 
onage noir 
packed with 
movie stars, 
but daring to 
make it in the 
black-and- 
white style of 
period classics 
like The Third 
Man, Notorious, 
and The Lady from Shanghai. 
It’s affectation the 
arch compositions, semi- 
mannered acting, and 
retro ominousness wilt, 
however initially bewitch- 
ing might have 


"aos characters curse like 
Chicago cops, and have 
apple-cheeked Tobey 
Maguire play ruthless 
bottom feeder. George 
come to partitioned 
Berlin, Maguire his 
scheming driver, Cate 
Blanchett his old-flame- 
turned-whore, the three 
plot involving hiding 
Nazis, Nazi hunters, Rus- 
sians, black-marketeers, 
the US military, and the 
rubble of the city itself. 
The only realism is in the 
dialogue (which fleshes 
out on sufferings no ’40s 
film could’ve touched); 
the world it creates is a 
transparent riff. 

Michael Atkinson 


®OO 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


NC A 
TON COM- 


The CIA and the Mafia 
have been bed together 
least since the Bay 
Pigs 1961, why 
Robert Niro 
turn the former’s history 
into blue-blood version 
The Godfather? Beginning 
with that same invasion 
Cuba, as agent Edward 
Wilson (played by Matt Da- 
mon with unchanging 
expression rueful ruth- 
lessness) surveys the 
co, asking himself, “What 
the fuck?” flashes back 
his initiation into Skull 
and Bones, his seduction 
into espionage, his 
wartime service the 
OSS, the Cold War transi- 
tion to CIA, and the many 
treacheries along the way 
order figure out who 
spilled the beans. Wilson 
takes on the persona of a 
buttoned-down Michael 
Corleone, Angelina Jolie 
has the Diane Keaton role 
as his long-suffering wife, 
and so on, with the requi- 
site parallel editing, oper- 
atic violence, and umbrous 
visuals. At a certain point, 
though, you ask yourself 
questions like “How did 
get to Africa?” Stylistically 
engaging, narratively 
murky, historically worth- 
less. 

Peter Keough 


ROCKY BALBOA 

102 MINUTES BOSTON COM- 
MON FENWAY FRESH 
POND CIRCLE SUBURBS 


It’s been 16 years since the 
last Rocky, and even then, 
most thought star/cre- 
ator Sylvester Stallone as a 
has-been kicking dead 
horse. But we're talking 
boxing, sport propelled 
by kitsch and lore. So into 
the ring the 59-year-old 
actor goes again, outdoing 
George Foreman’s return 
by nearly a decade anda 
half, but before the big 
brawl against the unde- 
feated champion (generic, 
real-life boxer Antonio 
Tarver) there’s the Rock 
update: Adrian has passed 
(perhaps Talia Shire got 
tired being shrew 
the later Rockys), and as we 
learned in Rocky V, the ag- 
ing pugilist humble 
means and estranged from 
his son. Stallone, who al- 
so writes and directs, is 
still able to conjure the 
rough and earnest under- 
dog with infectious re- 
sults. And the film sur- 
prisingly wry, especially 
when Burt Young as 
Rock’s morose brother-in- 
law, Paulie, is on screen. 
It’s knockout, but 
does solid, nostalgic 
15 rounds. 

_Tom Meek 


ARE MARSHALL 
125 MINUTES | BOSTON COM- 
MON + FENWAY + FRESH 
POND + CIRCLE + SUBURBS 
1970, plane carrying 
the Marshall University 
football team crashed, 
killing all board. Direc- 
tor McG (Charlie’s Angels) 
tenderly re-creates the rise 
from tragedy the uni- 
versity head (David 
Strathairn), an injured 
player who missed the 
flight (Anthony Mackie), 
and idealistic coach 
(Matthew McConaughey) 
rebuild the West Virginia 
team in short order. Their 
biggest obstacle the 
school board, which 
thinks it’s too soon; the 
upshot that the film 
deals more with the na- 
ture of grief than with 
moving the ball down- 
field. McConaughey com- 
bines flakiness with opti- 
mism, and Matthew Fox 
ost) delivers the 
details as Red Dawson, 
the remorseful team re- 
cruiter, who can’t get over 
his decision surrender 
his seat the plane 
someone who was ina 
hurry. 

_Tom Meek 
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ERAGON 
MON «+ FENWAY FF PON 
TA R a 


Best Seats after Christmas 
THE 36TH ANNUAL 


Christmas 


CELEBRATION THE WINTER SOLSTICE 


SANDERS 
THEATRE 


Harvard University 
Cambridge, 


Evenings 
Dec. 15-17 
21-23 
26-30 


PLAYIN 


TICKETS 
617-496-2222 

2:00 5:00 8:00 Wed 8:00 www.revels.org 

Sat Dec 11:00 260 5:00 8:00 Thur 8:00 

Mon Dec Christmas Day Sat Dec 2:00 5:00 

Tue 2:00 7:30 Sun Dec31- 


cy BEST SEATS AVAILABLE — LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE 


DON'T MISS OUT! CALL FOR TICKETS NOW! 


Citi Performing Arts Center Group Sales: (617) 532-1116 © For TTY Ticket Orders Call (888) 889-8587 2 


theatrical gala music, 
dance and ritual from the great 
magic-makers 
THE BOSTON GLOBE «| 


metre} go.gwbur Phcanix Parents’ Paper 


BROADWAY ACROSS AMERICA 


winter writing workshops BROADWAY TICKETS 
fiction, poetry, memoir, BOSTON 


the novel, the short film, food 
STUDENT RUSH 


writing and more begin 
the week january 15th. Text BCTRUSH 45483* 
get future Student Rush Alerts! 


How Buy Tix: 


for more information. 
Valid for Colonial Theatre and 


The Opera House 

$25 cash only the Box Office where 
show playing 

One hour before curtain 

Day show only 

One ticket per Valid Student 

Tickets subject availability 

Not all performances and shows the 


where 


Season are offered 
UPCOMING SHOWS: Dirty Rotten High School Students can participate too! 
Scoundrels, Chita Rivera: The Life and 
The Light the CHECK AVAILABILITY VISIT: 


BroadwayAcrossAmericaBoston.com/StudentRush.htm 


GENERAL HOSPITAL 
AIRWAYS” be hospitable 


> 


otherwise noted, all film listings this week are for Friday 


change without notice, especially during holiday weeks, please 


| 

December 22 through Thursday December 28. Times can and do 

| 


call the theater before heading out, and sure check for 


| Christmas Day openings. For up-to-date film-schedule information, 
| check the Boston Phoenix Web site at www.thePhoenix.com. 


and for Christmas bookings and 

CURSE OF THE GOLDEN 
FLOWER 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (1.45 


un: TI ar 
ROCKY BALBOA 

WE ARE MARSHALL 

BLACK CHRISTMAS opens Mon 
CHILDREN OF MEN 
OREAMGIRLS opens Mon 
APOCALYPTO 

BLOOD DIAMOND)? 40 

BABEL 

BORAT 

CASINO ROYALE 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB 

OEJA VU 

THE DEPARTED 

ERAGON 

HAPPY FEET 

THE HOLIDAY 

THE NATIVITY STORY 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 
THE QUEEN 

STRANGER THAN FICTION 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS 


pens Mon 


FENWAY 

N after 9 pmo 3se 
call for Christmas openings and 
remaining times 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD | Fri-Sun 

11.30 am, 3:45, 7, 10:45 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 12.30 
3:3 10 | Fri-Sun: 1) arn, 1:45, 
43 10:30 am 

ROCKY BALBOA Sun: 11:25 am 
4:10, 7:20, 9:50, 12:15 arn 

WE ARE MARSHALL 11:05 am, 2 
3:45, 7:50 | Fri-Sun: 12:15 am | Mon- 


hurs: 10:50 
BLACK CHRISTMAS | opens Mon 
DREAMGIRLS | opens M 
APOCALYPTO | Fri-Sun: 12:15, 3:55 


BLOOD DIAMOND | Fri-Sun: 12:10, 4.05 
1:15, 10:40 


CASINO ROVALE Fri-Sun: 12:20, 3:50 


4:45, 10:10 

THE DEPARTED Fri-Sun: 6:50, 10:35 
ERAGON 11:20 am, 2:20 
HAPPY FEET 

THE HOLIDAY 12:05, 3.35 


6:55. 10:50 
THE PURSUIT HAPPYNESS Fri 


J am, 2:05, 4:55, 7.35, 10:25 


MUSEUM 
SCIENCE 


Omni Theatre. Scie 


ce Park 


for age: 


7pm 


Please call f 
ADRENALINE RUSH: THE SCIENCE 
OF RISK 
ALASKA: SPIRIT OF THE WILD 
GREECE: SECRETS OF THE PAST 
THE HUMAN BODY 
WIRED TO WIN: SURVIVING 
THE TOUR DE FRANCE 


NEW 

ENGLAND 

AQUARIUM 

Simons IMAX Theatre, Central Wharf. 
Boston | 866.815.IMAX | $12, $10 for 
ages 3-11 and seniors 

Please call for times 


BROOKLINE 


CHESTNUT HILL 


Rte and Hammond 617.277.2500 
No shows after 9 pm on Sun 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM | 7.40) Fri 
Sat: 10 Fri: 11:30 am, 2:15, 4:50 


12:10, 2:40, 5:10 | Mon-Thurs: 


BLACK CHRISTMAS | Mon-Thurs: 12:45 


3:05, 5:25, 7:55, 10:25 
APOCALYPTO Fri-Sun: 7 | Fri-Sat 
10:15 


BORAT | Fri-Sun: 10:30 am, 12:45, 2:50 
5, 7.20, 9:30 | Mon-Thurs: 7:45, 9:50 
ERAGON | Fri-Sun: 3, 5:30, 8 | Fri-Sat 
10 am, 12:30 | Sun: 12:10 | Mon-Thurs 
1:45, 4:15, 7, 9:30 

HAPPY FEET | Fri-Sun: Tl am. 1:45, 4:30 
Mon-Thurs: noon, 2:30, 5 

THE HOLIDAY | Fri-Sat: 12.15, 3:30 

6:45, 9:45 | Sun: 10:45 am, 1:35, 4:45 


12:20, 3:30, 6:45 


Mon-Thu 


3:40 


CIRCLE 
Cleveland Circle | 617.566.4040 
Please call for times 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
ROCKY BALBOA 

WE ARE MARSHALL 
DREAMGIRLS opens Mon 
BLOOD DIAMOND 

CASINO ROYALE 
CHARLOTTE’S WEB 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 


COOLIDGE CORNER 


Harvard St | 61 


No shows after 9 prn on Sun 
NOTES ON A SCANDAL | Wed-Thurs. 
2:30, 4:45, 7, 3.30 

THE HISTORY BOYS | 2:3 
4:45, 7, 9:30 | Sat-Sun: 12 
SHORTBUS | 2:45, 5.15, 7 
3:45 

SHUT UP AND SING | 2:45, 5.15, 7:35 
[no Wed-Thurs], 9:45 | Sat-Sun: 12:45 
VOLVER | 4:30, 7:15, 9:45 | Fri: 2:20 
Sat-Thurs: 2 | Sat-Sun: 11:30 am 
THE WIZARD OF OZ | Sat-Sun: 10.30 
am 

THE RED SHOES | Tues-Thurs 
MURDERBALL | Wed: 7 


[no Thurs} 


noon 


CAMBRIDGE 


BRATTLE 

40 Brattle St, Harvard Square 
617.876.6837 

LA REGLE DU JEU/RULES OF THE 
GAME | Fri-Sat. Mon-Thurs: 4:45, 7:15 
9:45 | Sat: 2:15 


FRESH POND 

168 Alewife Brook Parkway 
617.661.2900 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 11:45 am 


2:15, 2:45, 4:40, 5:15, 7:05, 7:45 
9:30, 10:15 
ROCKY BALBOA 11:55 am, 4:45 


WE ARE MARSHALL 


1, 4,7, 9:55 


335 


BLACK CHRISTMAS Mon-Thurs: 12:30 
2:45, 5:05, 7:20, 9:45 

CASINO ROVALE 7 10 | Fri-Sun: 12:30 
3:45 

CHARLOTTE’S WEB | 11.45 am, 2:10 
4:35, 7, 9:30 


ERAGON | 12:10, 2:35, 5, 7.25, 10 
HAPPY FEET | Fri-Sun: noon, 2:30, 5 
7:30, 3:50 | Mon-Thurs: 11:45 am, 2:15 
445 

THE HOLIDAY | 12:30, 3.35, 710 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS | 11.45 
am, 2:20, 4:55, 7:30, 10:05 


HARVARD SQUARE 

10 Church St | 617864.4580 

Please call to confirm bookings and for 
Christmas bookings and times 

THE GOOD GERMAN 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

OFF THE BLACK 

BLOOD DIAMOND 

BORAT 

THE DEPARTED 

THE HISTORY BOYS 

THE QUEEN 

THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE 
SHOW | Sat: midnight 


KENDALL SQUARE 

1 Kendall Square | 617499.1996 

No shows after 3 pm on Sun 
CURSE OF THE GOLDEN FLOWER 
1:20, 4, 7, 9:50 

APOCALYPTO | 12:30, 3:30, 6:30 
9:30] 

BABEL | Fri-Tues: 2, 5, 8 | Sat-Sun: 11 
am | Wed-Thurs: 2:10, 5:15, 8:15 
BOBBY | 1.25, 9:30 

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION | 4 30. 
7:20 | Sat-Sun: 11:20 am 

LITTLE CHILDREN | 12:35, 3:30, 6:45 
Fri-Tues: 9:30 | Wed-Thurs: 9:40 

STRANGER THAN FICTION 2, 4.35 
7:10 | Fri-Tues: 9:55 | Sat-Sun: 11:30 
am | Wed-Thurs: 9:50 

VOLVER | 1.35, 2:30, 4:20, 5.10, 8:05 

9:45 | Fri-Tues: 7:05 | Sat 

noon | Wed-Thurs: 7 


Sun: 1! am 


SUBURBS 


ARLINGTON 
Capitol, 204 Mass Ave | 781.648.4340 
0 shows after 3 pm on Sun and be 
fore 2 pm on Mon 

BORAT | 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 | Sat-Sun: noon 
THE DEPARTED | 1.15, 4-15, 7.15. 10:10 
LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE | 7:30, 9:40 
MARIE ANTOINETTE | Tues-Thurs: 5 
7:20, 9:50 

THE NATIVITY STORY | 1, 3:15. 5.15 
Sat-Sun: 11:10 

THE PRESTIGE | 7:40. 10:15 

THE QUEEN | 12:50, 3, 5:30, 7:45, 
10:05 | Sat-Sun: 10:50 am 

THE SANTA CLAUSE 3 | 1:20, 3:30, 
5:40 | Sat-Sun 11:15 am 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS | 110 
3:10 | Sat-Sun: 11:10 am 

REKHEE IN TELEGU | Fri: 6:30, 9:30 
Sat-Mon: 5:30 | Sat, Mon: 8:30 


BEVERLY 

Cabot St Cinema, 286 Cabot St 
978.927.3677 

FLAGS OF OUR FATHERS | Fri-Sat. 
Tues: 5:15, 8, | Sat-Sun: 2 | Sun-Mon 


BRAINTREE 

AMC X, South Shore Plaza | 
781.848.1070 

Please call for times 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
ROCKY BALBOA 

WE ARE MARSHALL 
APOCALYPTO 

BLOOD DIAMOND 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB 
ERAGON 

HAPPY FEET 

THE HOLIDAY 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 


BURLINGTON 

AMC X, Middlesex Turnpike, off Rte 
128 Exit 32B | 781.229.9200 
Please call for times 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
ROCKY BALBOA 

WE ARE MARSHALL 
APOCALYPTO 

CASINO ROVALE 
CHARLOTTE’S WEB 

ERAGON 

HAPPY FEET 

THE HOLIDAY 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS 


DANVERS 

Liberty Tree Mall, Loews Theatres, 100 
independence Way | 978.750.9019 
Please call for times 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 

ROCKY BALBOA 

WE ARE MARSHALL 
APOCALYPTO 

BLOOD DIAMOND 

BORAT 

CASINO ROYALE 

CHARLOTTE’S WEB 

DECK THE HALLS 

DEJA vu 

ERAGON 

HAPPY FEET 

THE HOLIDAY 

THE NATIVITY STORY 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS 


DEDHAM 

Showcase 10, 950 Providence St 
781.326.4955 

Please call for times 

BLACK CHRISTMAS 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
ROCKY BALBOA 
DREAMGIRLS | opens Mon 
APOCALYPTO 

BLOOD DIAMOND 
CHARLOTTE’S WEB 

THE DEPARTED 

ERAGON 

HAPPY FEET 

THE HOLIDAY 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS 


DEDHAM 

Community Theatre, S80 High St 
781.326.0409 

HISTORY BOYS | 12:15 [no Mon], 2:30 
4:45, 7 [no Sun] | Fri-Sat: 9 

THE QUEEN | 2:15, 6:45 [no Sun] | Fri- 
Sun: noon 

MRS. WORTHINGTON’S PARTY | 4:30 
Fri-Sat: 9 | Tues-Thurs: noon 


FRAMINGHAM 

AMC XV, 22 Flutie Pass, off Worcester 
Rd, Rte 9 | 508.628.4400 
Please call for times 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
ROCKY BALBOA 

WE ARE MARSHALL 
APOCALYPTO 

BLOOD DIAMOND 

BORAT 

CASINO ROYALE 
CHARLOTTE’'S WEB 

DEJA vu 

ERAGON 

HAPPY FEET 

THE HOLIDAY 

THE NATIVITY STORY 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS 


HINGHAM 

Loring Hall Cinema, 65 Main St | 
781.749.1400 

THE DEPARTED | 5. 8 [no Sun] 
HAPPY FEET | 1215, 2:40 [no Fri, Mon] 


LEXINGTON 

Flick, 1794 Mass Ave | 781.861.6161 
BORAT | 7.15, 9.15 

THE DEPARTED | 8:30 | Sat-Thurs: 3:30 
HAPPY FEET | 5:05 | Sat-Thurs: 1,3 
THE QUEEN | 6:30 | Sat-Thurs: 1:15 


MAYNARD 


Fine Arts Theatre, 19-21 Summer St | 
978.897.8100 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB | 7:15 [no Sun] | Fri- 


Sat: 9:15 | Sat-Thurs: 1:15, 4:15 


THE HOLIDAY | Fri-Sat: 6:45, 9:20 | Sat- 


Thurs: 1, 4 | Mon-Thurs: 7 
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS | 7 [no 
Sun] | Fri-Sat: 9:20 | Sat-Thurs: 1, 4 


NEWBURYPORT 


Screening Room, 82 State St | 
978.462.3456 


FAST FOOD NATION | Mon-Thurs: 7:30 
pm | Fri-Sat: 6:15, 8:45 | Sat: 3:45 
Sun: 5 


NEWTCN 

West Newton Cinema, 1296 Washington 
St | 617.964.6060 

No shows before 2 pm on Sun 

BOBBY | 3.15, 8:45 

THE DEPARTED | 4:40. 8 

FLUSHED AWAY | 1) am, 1:05 

AGOOD YEAR | 6:15 

HAPPY FEET | 11.40, 2:05 

THE HOLIDAY | 12:10, 3:05, 6:05, 8:50 
THE ILLUSIONIST | 8:45 

LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE | 12:50 [no Sat] 
6:20 

MRS. PALFREY AT THE CLAREMONT | 
3:40 [no Tues} 

SO MUCH SO FAST | noon 

VA, VIS ET DEVIENS|LIVE AND BECOME | 
2:25, 5:15, 8:15 

VOLVER | 12:20, 3, 6:10, 8:50 

NOTE ON A SCANDAL | Wed: call for 
times 


RANDOLPH 


Showcase Cinema, Rte 139 
Please call for times 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
ROCKY BALBOA 

WE ARE MARSHALL 
DREAMGIRLS | opens Mon 
APOCALYPTO 

BLOOD DIAMOND 

BORAT 

CASINO ROYALE 
CHARLOTTE’S WEB 

DEJA VU 

THE DEPARTED 

ERAGON 

HAPPY FEET 

THE HOLIDAY 

THE NATIVITY STORY 
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 


REVERE 

Showcase Cinema, Rte 1 and Squire Rd 
781.286.1660 

Please call for times 

BLACK CHRISTMAS 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
ROCKY BALBOA 

WE ARE MARSHALL 
DREAMGIRLS opens Mon 
APOCALYPTO 

BLOOD DIAMOND 

BORAT 

CASINO ROYALE 
CHARLOTTE’S WEB 

DEJA VU 

THE DEPARTED 

ERAGON 

HAPPY FEET 

THE HOLIDAY 

THE NATIVITY STORY 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS 


SALEM 

Museum Place Cinernas, Church St. at 
East India Square | 978.744.3700 

Please call to confirm bookings 

and times 

BORAT |Fri-Sun: 12:30, 3, 5:15, 7:30, 9:40 
Mon-Wed: 4:45, 7:30 

DEJA WU |Fri-Sun: 1, 4, 7, 9:45 | Mon- 
Thurs: 4,7 

HAPPY FEET |Fri-Sun: noon, 2:30, 5, 7:20, 
9:35 | Mon-Wed: 4, 6:45 


SOMERVILLE 

Loews Theatres, 35 Middlesex Ave, As- 
sembly Square Mall | 617.628.7000 

No shows after 9 pm on Sun 


781.963.5600 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM | 10 am, 12:30, 3, 


5:30, 8:10, 10:45 

ROCKY BALBOA | 1:45, 4:30, 7:20, 9:55} 
Fri-Sun: 11:55 arm 

WE ARE MARSHALL | 1:20, 4:25, 7:30, 
10:30 | Fri-Sun: 10:15 am 

BLACK CHRISTMAS | Mon-Thurs: 12:45, 
3:10, 5:40, 8:15, 10:50 

BLOOD DIAMOND | |, 4, 7:05, 10:20 | Fri- 
Sun: 10 am 


CASINO ROYALE | 7 10:05 | Fri-Sun 
12:10, 3:30 

CHARLOTTE’S WEB | 12:20, 2:50, 5:20 
7:50, 10:10 | Fri-Sun: 10 am 

ERAGON | 12:30, 2:55, 5:30, 8, 10:30 | Fri 
Sun: 10 am 

HAPPY FEET | 12:35, 3:05, 5:35, 8:10 
10:40 | Fri-Sun: 10:05 am 

THE HOLIDAY | 1:05, 4:05, 7:15, 10.15 
Fri-Sun: 10:05 am 

THE NATIVITY STORY | Fri-Sun: 10:25 
am, 12:45, 3:15, 5:40, 8:05 | Mon-Thurs 
noon, 2:20, 4:40 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS | 1:30, 
4:15, 7:10, 9:50 | Fri-Sun: 10:45 am 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS | 12:25, 2:45, 
5, 7:15, 9:30 | Fri-Sun: 10:10 am 


SOMERVILLE THEATRE 

55 Davis Square | 617.625.5700 

No shows after 5:30 pm on Sun and be- 
fore 4 pm on Mon 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD | 1:45, 5, 8:30 
BLOOD DIAMOND | 2, 4:45, 7:30, 10:10 
BORAT | 1:40, 3:40, 5:40, 7:45, 9:40 
THE DEPARTED | 2:15, 5:15, 8:15 
LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE | Fri-Sun: 3 
5:30, 7:40, 9:45 


WALTHAM 

Embassy Cinema, 16 Pine St 
781.893.2500 

No shows after 7:30 pm on Sun 
CURSE OF THE GOLDEN FLOWER | 2:05 
4:20, 7, 9:25 

APOCALYPTO | 1:55. 5, 8:10 

BABEL | 1:45, 4:50, 8 

BORAT | 2:05, 4:20, 7, 9:25 

THE HISTORY BOYS | 1:15, 3:50, 6:30 
9:10 

THE QUEEN | 1:35, 4:10, 6:50, 9:15 


WEYMOUTH 

Cameo Theatre, Columbia Square, South 

Weymouth | 781.335.2777 

CHARLOTTE'S WEB | 5:20, 7:30 [no Sun] 
12:45, 3:10 [no Fri, Mon] 

THE QUEEN | 5:20., 7:20 [no Sun} 

THE SANTA CLAUSE 3 | 1, 3 [no Fri, Mon] 


WOBURN 

Showcase, Main St, Middlesex Canal 
Park | 781.933.5330 

Please cail for times 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

ROCKY BALBOA 

WE ARE MARSHALL 
DREAMGIRLS | opens Mon 
APOCALYPTO 

BLOOD DIAMOND 

CASINO ROYALE 
CHARLOTTE’S WEB 

ERAGON 

HAPPY FEET 

THE HOLIDAY 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS 


FILM SPECIALS 


MUSEUM FINE ARTS 
465 Huntington Ave, Boston | 
617.369.3300 | $9; $8 for students and 
seniors uniess otherwise noted 

THE PHOTOGRAPHER, HIS WIFE, HER 
LOVER | Fri: 5:15 | Sat: 1:45 

LES ENFANTS DU PARADIS|CHILDREN 
OF PARADISE | Fri: 7 | Sun: 12:15 | Wed: 7 
12:30 

EL AURA|THE AURA | Sat: 1! am | Thurs 
7:30 

THE REFUGEE ALL STARS | Sat: 3:45 

51 BIRCH STREET | Sun: 10:30 am | 
Thurs: 3:45 

DERECHO DE LA FAMILIA|FAMILY LAW 
| Sun: 3:30 | Wed: 3:30 | Thurs: 5:30 
PRINCESSE MARIE | Wed: noon 
UGETSU | Wed: 5:30 


SOUTH BOSTON 
BRANCH LIBRARY 

646 East Broadway, South Boston | 
617.268.0180 | Free admission 
RADIOLAND MURDERS | Thurs: 6 


} 
Sat-Thurs: 
eee Boston | 617.723.2500 | $750, $5.50 
3-1) and seniors; Tues-Wed 
or later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 


»®© APOCALYPTO | 2006 | The 

first half-hour of Mel Gibson's film 
shows what wacky cut-ups those 
Mayans could be. Who doesn’t enjoy 
a good joke involving tapir testicles? 
Or a pre-Columbian variation on 
that Stooge classic, the guy with the 
burning ass seeking relief in a 
trough of water? The last hour is a 
riveting, if ridiculous, reprise of 
Cornel Wilde's harrowing The Naked 
Prey (1966), as the noble hunter 
Jaguar Paw (Rudy Youngblood) flees 
from the thugs who raided his vil- 
lage and captured him and his pals 
for human sacrifice. He needs to 
rescue his wife (Dalia Hernandez) 
and son before rain fills the dry well 
where he hid them from the bad 
guys; along the way he’s pierced, 
clubbed, stabbed, and in general 
worked over almost as much as Je- 
sus in The Passion — whom he’s no 
doubt meant to resemble. Unlike Je- 
sus, he can dish it out as well, but 
things never get any easier for the 
redoubtable Mayan. The middle of 
the film, though, finds Cibson at 
his sadistic best, with hordes of 
howling revelers in Fellini-esque 
garb cheering on a long line of blue- 
painted victims as they ascend a 
pyramid to have their beating 
hearts cut out. It's monumental 
savagery depicted with a surreal cin- 
ematic glee. | Maya | 125m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Kendall Square + 
Chestnut Hill + Embassy + suburbs 

®@© EL AURA|THE AURA | 2005 | 
The “aura” is the moment of impo- 
tent clarity before a seizure, or so 
says Espinosa (Ricardo Darin), the 
epileptic hero of Fabian Bielinsky's 
devious mystery. In that moment, a 
world opens up, one of ultimate 
freedom, because there's no choice. 
That kind of describes the movie, 
too: at first it seems to offer endless 
surprises but in the end it succumbs 
to the expectations of its genre. It's 
a heist film, but one that unfolds by 
means of dreamlike details: an er- 
rant shot, a dog with different-col- 
ored eyes, a child's drawing. Es- 
pinosa is a taxidermist with perfect 
recall and an active imagination; he 
remembers everything and fanta- 
sizes about armed robbery. An 
aborted hunting trip involves him 
in a dangerous, ever-deepening ca- 
per, each twist of which he faces 
with stolid resignation. That seems 
the right attitude as he manages 
every obstacle his detached curiosity 
brings him up against. The only pit- 
fall he and Bielinsky can’t overcome 
is the inexorability of a conventional 
resolution. | Spanish | 134m | MFA: Sat 
+ Thurs 


®® BABEL | 2006 | String together a 
handful of stories, contrive a sem- 
blance of irony and fate with 
artificial connections, inject in- 
nocuous liberal sentiments, and 
you've got Oscar nominations, a la 
last year’s Crash. So goes Alejandro 
Gonzalez Ifiarritu's Babel. A couple of 
kids in Morocco get hold of a Japan- 
ese guy’s rifle and pop an American 
tourist (Cate Blanchett) arguing 
with her husband (Brad Pitt) on a 
bus while back home their children 
go on a wild ride with their illegal 
immigrant housekeeper. Such is 
life. And really, there's no one to 
blame but destiny and, of course, 
stupid Americans. Of more interest 
than the specious plotting and poli- 
tics is the filmmakers’ thing about 


incest and voyeurism; they seem to 
have concocted the whole Tokyo 
episode to get comely actress Rinko 
Kikuchi out of her clothes. | French + 
Spanish + japanese + Berber + Arabic | 
142m | Boston Common [tentative] + 
Kendall Square + Embassy 

BLACK CHRISTMAS | 2006 | The 1974 
movie about sorority sisters mur- 
dered by a serial killer over Christ- 
mas break starred Olivia Hussey, 
Keir Dullea, and Margot Kidder; 

this remake has Katie Cassidy, 
Michelle Trachtenberg, and Kristen 
Cloke. Glen Morgan directs. | 90m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh 
Pond + suburbs [opens Christmas Day] 
®® BLOOD DIAMOND | 2006 | In the 
wake of numerous films of varying 
degrees of sincerity and accomplish- 
ment — Hotel Rwanda, The Constant 
Gardener, The Last King of Scotland, Catch 
a Fire — that have turned Africa's 
nightmare into entertainment. Ed- 
ward Zwick's latest is more cynical 
than most. During the 199 Sierra 
Leone civil war, raiders wipe out the 
village of fisherman Solomon (Dji- 
mon Hounsou), scattering his fami- 
ly and enslaving him in a diamond 
mine. There he finds a priceless 
gem and hides it. Another attack 
sets him free (this is the kind of 
movie where war serves as a plot de- 
vice when it’s not serving as back- 
ground) and he meets up with Dan- 
ny (Leonardo DiCaprio), a merce- 
nary. Will Danny be redeemed by 
Maddy (Jennifer Connelly), the 
American journalist, and help 
Solomon find his family? Will Africa 
ever know peace? You'll guess the 
answer to one of these questions 
long before the movie's over. | 138m | 
Boston Common [tentative] + Fenway + 
Harvard Square [tentative] + Somerville 
Theatre + Circle + suburbs 

®@® BOBBY | 2006 | The Camelot 
mythography lives on in writer/di- 
rector Emilio Estevez’s earnest bid 
for significance, a cliché’d collage 
portrait of LA’s Ambassador Hotel on 
June 4, 1968, beginning in the pre- 
dawn hours and progressing toward 
the moment soon after midnight 
when Robert F. Kennedy, flush with 
a Democratic-primary win, is shot 
and killed. Kennedy and Sirhan 
Sirhan are not characters; instead, 
Estevez whips up 10 or more fiction- 
al parallel plot lines. Teen bride 
Lindsay Lohan prepares to marry 
Elijah Wood to keep him from com- 
bat in "Nam, fading songstress/lush 
Demi Moore bickers with co-de- 
pendent hubby Estevez, kitchen 
manager Christian Slater gets fired 
by philandering boss William H. 
Macy for bigotry, campaigners Shia 
LaBeouf and Brian Geraghty drop 
acid, ad infinitum. Cuest stars and 
quaint character expositions are 
trotted by like gun-range ducks, in 
two-minute swatches. The abject 
mourning for the Kennedy dream 
that never was is no less naive than 
in Oliver Stone's JFK, but it's pas- 
sionate, and in one magnetic scene 
aging lionesses Moore and Sharon 
Stone (as a pragmatic hairdresser) 
steal the film outright with what 
might be their waning careers’ most 
convincing screen moments. | 120m | 
Kendall Square + West Newton 

®@® BORAT: CULTURAL LEARN- 
INGS OF AMERICA FOR MAKE BEN- 
EFIT GLORIOUS NATION OF KAZA- 
KHSTAN | 2096 | HBO's Borat (Sacha 
Baron Cohen) is a TV reporter from 
Kazakhstan, a real former Soviet Re- 
public reimagined as an updating of 
Al Capp’s Lower Slobbovia. It’s an 
anti-PC paradise of squalor, igno- 
Trance, sexism, homophobia, 
racism, anti-Semitism, and bad 
taste, a lost Eden of impulses that 
even talk radio would find over the 
top, and Borat is its id-like inno- 
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cent. With his producer, Azamat 
(Ken Davitian), he sets off for 
America on the title quest, and his 
guilelessness charms as he encoun- 
ters such wonders as elevators, in- 
door plumbing, and cable TV. The 
latter introduces him to Baywatch 
and Pamela Anderson. He falls in 
love with her, and secretly his goal 
now is to head for Hollywood and 
bag his beloved. The pair take a 
Southern route to the West Coast, 
guaranteeing a tour of deepest Dix- 
ie and leaving more than a few red- 
Staters red-faced. (The degree to 
which those being punked were in 
on the gag may have depended on 
their access to legal representation; 
Pamela Anderson probably knew 
what was up, but maybe not so 
much the drunken frat boys in the 
Winnebago.) Borat goes uncharac- 
teristically soft on the politicians, 
even the lightweights; he's no Jon 
Stewart or Stephen Colbert. On the 
other hand, Larry Charles in his 
feature debut gives you the chance 
to enjoy Borat's sheer visual absurd- 
ity. Just one question: if we laugh 
ourselves silly at all this dishonesty 
and cynicism and cheap-shot hu- 
mor, does that mean the joke is on 
us? | 89m | Boston Common [tenta- 
tive] + Harvard Square [tentative] + 
Somerville Theatre + Arlington Capitol 
+ Chestnut Hill + Embassy + suburbs 


LOEWS 


EXCLUSIVE 
STARTS MONDAY, DECEMBER 


UNT COUPONS AO 


®@® CASINO ROYALE | 2006 | 
Based on lan Fleming's first 007 
novel, Casino strips the franchise of 
its credibility-defying excess to fo- 
cus on character, and in Daniel 
Craig it has a Bond with Sean Con- 
nery’s macho bluster and Timothy 
Dalton’s grimly efficient violence. 
It’s 2006, and villain Le Chiffre 
(Mads Mikkelsen), whom Bond 
must bankrupt at the gaming table 
(Texas hold ‘em now, not baccarat), 
is a money launderer for terrorists, 
not Communists, but the sense of a 
shadowy organization bent on the 
destruction of the West remains. 
Bond harvests many clues from his 
enemies’ cellphone records; with 
such everyday tools, it doesn’t take 
fantastic gadgetry from Q to learn 
people's secrets. Bond cannot, how- 
ever, read fellow British agent Ves- 
per Lynd (Eva Creen). Her mysteri- 
ous motives owe partly to the story 
and partly to Creen’s cagy perform- 
ance, which is full of emotional 
misdirection until she reveals all 
through her gestures in a poignant 
and wordless final sequence. Some 
credit for the characterizations be- 
longs to co-screenwriter Paul Hag- 
gis, who was brought in to play up 
the relationships over the genre 
mechanics. Martin Campbell, who 
rebooted the franchise before with 
GoldenEye, brings this installment to 
a close with a stunning action se- 
quence in a sinking Venetian palaz- 
zo, and the final shot, in which 
Craig gets to deliver one of 007’s 
signature lines, is satisfying and re- 
deems all. In that moment, a spy is 
born. | 140m | Boston Common + Fen- 
way + Fresh Pond + Circle + suburbs 
>® CHARLOTTE’S WEB | 2006 | 
This live-action adaptation of E.B. 
White's hallowed classic runs out 
of gas once the cows start farting. 
From there, director Gary Winick 
mines the current family-movie 
formula — puns, burps, adult hu- 
mor — for an overload of smart- 
alecky barnyard banter. The great- 
est wonder in this film about mira- 
cles? That the heart of the novel 
survives. Equally uncertain are the 
Continued on p 10 


MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes - Text SHEPHERD with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)! 
OPENS FRIDAY, REGAL CINEMAS 
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AJOR 


BRILLIANT AND INFECTIOUS... 
‘THE HISTORY BOYS’ EXPLOSIVELY ALIVE. 
DAVID EDELSTEIN 


_ MOBILE USERS - FOR SHOWTIMES TEXT HISTORY BOYS AND YOUR ZIP CODE TO 43 Kix (43549) | 


AMC LOEWS COOLIDGE CORNER HOLLYWOOD DEDHAM 
HARVARD SQ. 290 HARVARD STREET EMBASSY HITS COMMUNITY 
CHURCH ST. CAMBRIDGE 580 HIGH STREET 


CALL THEATRE 
FOR SHOWTIMES 


“AMAZING. INCREDIBLE. 


Marta Salon MBC 


INSPIRING and 
“One the year’s best films. 
POWERFUL story and TERRIFIC cast!” 


‘Steve FORTY 
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Continued from p 9 

prospects of piglet Wilbur (voiced by 
Dominic Scott Kay), who'll put you 
in mind of the superior Babe. He's 
rescued from the ax by plucky Fern 
(Dakota Fanning), but it’s his new 
BFF Charlotte (a fine Julia Roberts) 
who must thwart his future as a siz- 
zling side meat. The realistic arach- 
nid isn’t Happy-Meal-toy-cute; like- 
wise, nemesis Templeton the rat 
(Steve Buscemi) embodies White's 
vision of rodent debauchery. Yet 
that’s about all that escapes the 
maddening notion that subtiety is- 
n't for kids. As a fatuous narrator 
pounds home the uplifting themes, 
the effect is as nuanced as a cow 
flop. | 96m | Boston Common + Fenway 
+ Fresh Pond + Circle + suburbs 
CHILDREN OF MEN | 2006 | Clive 
Owen and Julianne Moore star in 
this Nativity sci-fi tale set in 2027 
where human beings can no longer 
procreate, except that Julianne be- 
comes mysteriously pregnant and 
Clive must get her to safety. Alfonso 
Cuarén (Harry Potter and the Prisoner of 
Azkaban) directs. | 90m | Boston Com- 
mon: opens Christmas Day 

CURSE OF THE GOLDEN FLOWER | 
2006 | Peter Keough’s review on 
page 5 | Mandarin | 114m | Boston Cum- 
mon + Kendall Square + Embassy 


®® DEJA VU | 2006 | Off a busy dock 
in New Orleans a ferry blows up in 
spectacular fashion. Flaming cars 
and bodies fly across the screen in 
slow motion. It’s gratuitous, almost 
bombastic, but then again this isa 
Jerry Bruckheimer-produced, Tony 
Scott-directed (the two have paired 
up six times) picture, where excess 
and swagger are the modus operan- 
di. Denzel Washington lends an air 
of dignity as ATF nt Doug Carlin, 
on the scene as 543 casualties are 
tallied. Suspecting terror, the FBI 
rolls in with a super-new contrap- 
tion that allows it to rewind history 
— kind of. In terms of time warp- 
ing, it’s more Terminator than Ground 
hog Day, with Paula Patton as the 
wholesome beauty Carlin must save 
to thwart that bigger catastrophe 
Little about post-Katrina New Or- 
leans, post-9/11 terror, or the space- 
time continuum is explored. With 
Bruckheimer, all things must kick 
into high gear. And they do. If 
you've seen any of the producer’s 
other bang-bangers — take The Rock 
or Enemy of the State — you'll feel 
you've seen this one before. | 128m | 
Boston Common [tentative] + suburbs 
®®® THE DEPARTED | 2006 | Mar- 
tin Scorsese’s exuberant, ultimately 
exhausting film transplants the dy- 
namics of the 2002 Hong Kong cult 
hit Infernal Affairs onto the malignant 
South Boston streets and wacky 
characters once ruled by Whitey 
Bulger. The film remains true to the 
genre and authentic in atmosphere 
and details nearly to the end before 
blowing it all with a few too many 
bullets to the head, with an anar- 
chic Jack Nicholson (a bit of every- 
thing here: the Joker from Batman, 
Jack from The Shining, Buddusky from 
The Last Detail) as Whitey stand-in 
Frank Costello, Matt Damon as for- 
mer altar boy Colin Sullivan, who 
becomes a State Police cadet and 
Frank’s mole in the department, 
and Leonardo DiCaprio as sensitive 
hothead Billy Costigan, whom 
avuncular department captain 
Queenan (Martin Sheen) and his 
bad-cop sidekick, Sergeant Dignam 
(Mark Wahlberg), send out to 
infiltrate Frank’s gang. Nicholson 
holds the film together even when 
Scorsese sets off a bunch of flash- 
backs and parallel-edited montages 
like a long string of firecrackers. But 
Scorsese and screenwriter William 
Monahan tighten the screws by 
making Colin's girlfriend and Billy's 


shrink the same person, and Vera 
Farmiga’s Madolyn is a plot device 
as vague as her accent. So too are 
the perfunctory pot shots of the dé- 
nouement. Scorsese isn't about 
plots; he’s about people, places, and 
times, and until he departs from 
that, this film is a return to genius. 
| 145m | Boston Common [tentative] + 
Fenway + Harvard Square [tentative] + 
Somerville Theatre + Arlington Capitol + 
West Newton + suburbs 

DERECHO DE LA FAMILIA|FAMILY 
LAW | 2005 | This is the third film 
in Daniel Burman’s trilogy about fa- 
ther-son relationships. Here Arturo 
Goetz is the lawyer father and 
Daniel Hendler his justice-depart- 
ment-worker son. | Spanish | 102m | 
MFA: Sun + Wed-Thurs 

DREAMGIRLS | 2006 | jamie Foxx, 
Beyoncé Knowles, Eddie Murphy, 
and Danny Glover star in this adap- 
tation of the Broadway musical; Bill 
Condon directs. | 131m | Boston Com- 
mon + Fenway + Harvard Square + Cir- 
cle + suburbs [opens Christmas Day] 


®®®® LES ENFANTS DU 
PARADIS|CHILDREN OF PARADISE | 
1945 | This most famous of the col- 
laborations by director Marcel Carné 
and screenwriter Jacques Prévert, set 
in Paris during the Victor Hugo era, 
is a heady, enthralling mix of high 
romantic gesture, existentialism, 
and theatrical metaphor. The un- 
matchable Arletty plays Garance, 
who rejects the too-demanding 
mime Baptiste (Jean-Louis Barrault), 
travels around the world as the mis- 
tress of a rich man she cannot love, 
and returns to watch her former 
lover performing, night after night, 
as she sits, veiled, in a box seat. Bar- 
rault has a memorable intensity, but 
the best scenes in the picture are be- 
tween Arletty and Pierre Brasseur, as 
the egocentric actor Lemaitre, who's 
astonished to find he’s capable of 
loving Garance deeply enough to feel 
jealous of Baptiste. Maria Casarés 
plays the woman who lands Baptiste 
but not his heart. | French | bGw | 
187m | MFA: Fri + Sun + Wed-Thurs 
ERAGON | 2006 | Tom Meek’s review 
on p 6 | 103m | Boston Common + Fen 
way + Fresh Pond + Chestnut Hill + 
suburbs 


}@© $1 BIRCH STREET | 2005 | 
Doug Block comes close to poisoning 
his family interrogation with dreary 
self-regard and an NPR-ish tone of 
simpleton obviousness, but the 
family, as families often do, offer up 
some prime rib. After a 54-year mar- 
riage, Block’s mother, Mina, sud- 
denly dies, leaving his emotionally 
distant father stranded in his Long 
Island home. Or so Block and his 
two sisters thought. Within a few 
months, however, the family patri- 
arch, in his 80s, links up with the 
secretary he’d worked with 30-odd 
years earlier and prepares to marty. 
What had been going on? The film 
is in the end less a detective story 
than a fascinating portrait of Mina, 
who's rediscovered in her own secret 
diaries as a tempestuously brilliant, 
literate, chror Tustrated, sex- 
ually hungry f yped in 
Eisenhower Land. If only she had 
lived longer, or Block had thought 

to make his movie earlier. | video | 
88m | MFA: Sun + Thurs 

©®© FLUSHED AWAY | 2006 | In its 
first foray into computer animation, 
Aardman 

lovably h ymation 
bit of its trader sack whens t 
away, however, in the uneven story 
of Roddy (Hugh Jackman), a pam- 
pered pet rat who disappears down 
the toilet and into the purgatorial 
world of the sewer rodents. Desper- 
ate to return home, Roddy pairs 
with spunky she-rat Rita (Kate 
Winslet), only to end up battling the 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of toads (a 
boomingly evil lan McKellen). The 
absurd set-up lends itself to an on- 
slaught of wry gags and pointed 
Satire, and a chase scene through 


the tunnels impresses. Yet the plot 
feels patchy and rushed, and the 
Tats are so anthropomorphized 
(what's with Rita’s tits?) that 
they're just unappealing. The 
biggest laughs come courtesy of the 
ubiquitous, rubber-lipped slugs: a 
hermaphroditic Greek chorus with a 
talent for doo-wop, these expressive 
slimes turn in performances that 
are anything but sluggish. | 86m | 
West Newton + suburbs 

}® FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION | 
2006 | The mock documentary has 
been around so long that it should 
have evolved by now into its own 
parody, the mock mock documen- 
tary. Christopher Cuest would seem 
well-suited for such a film, as would 
the premise of his For Your 
Consideration, a satiric look at the 
making of a low-budget movie. But 
the movie within the movie isn’t it- 
self a mock documentary, and Guest 
eschews the usual pseudo-documen- 
tary devices and plays it straight. 
Rather than take aim at the egoma- 
niacs who dominate the indie scene, 
he chooses a safer target, the poor 
schmucks with a dream. They're 
working on Home for Purim, a fusion of 
Southern Gothic and Yiddish melo- 
drama. An Internet rumor starts an 
Oscar frenzy, and members of the 
cast (played by stalwarts Catherine 
O'Hara, Harty Shearer, and Parker 
Posey) indulge in delusions of 
grandeur and bogus publicity, forget- 
ting, to our amusement, their in- 
significance. | 86m | Kendall Square 


THE GOOD GERMAN | 2006 | 
Michael Atkinson's review on page 6 
| 105m | Harvard Square 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD | 2006 | Peter 
Keough’s review on page G | 167m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Harvard 
Square + Somerville Theatre + Circle + 
suburbs 

}@ A GOOD YEAR | 2006 | Ridley 
Scott, modern master of the epic 
canvas, directs his eye toward a 
French renaissance piece, revisiting 
the milieu of his debut feature, 
1977's The Duellists, though the result 
has more in common with his 2003 
effort, Matchstick Men. Which is to 
say this is another failed attempt at 
crafting a bubbly, inconsequential 
lark. Russell Crowe plays rapacious 
investment banker Max Skinner, 
and from flashbacks to his youth 
(where he's portrayed by Finding Nev- 
erland’s Freddie Highmore) spent at 
the picturesque vineyard estate of 
his recently deceased Uncle Henry 
(Albert Finney), we see that Max 
has lost his way. Based on the novel 
by travel memoirist Peter Mayle 
about a year in Provence, the film 
teletypes every development, an ap- 
proach that extends to its market- 
ing tag line: “Everything 

matures . . . eventually.” Mayle is 
old friends with Scott, and it seems 
the two cobbled the plot together 
over many a glass of wine at Scott's 
chateau. They'd have done better to 
sleep this one off. | 118m | West New- 
ton + suburbs 


® HAPPY FEET | 2006 | Taking up 
where March of the Penguins left off, 
Ceorge Miller’s animated film 
imagines penguins who find love 
based on their heart songs — songs 
from the soul that speak to the pen- 
guin they’re meant to be with. Of 
course, their heart songs are classic 
American pop — pity the p 

who t to pitch woo t 
Crandmiaster Flash. Elijah Wood 
Stars as the voice of Mumbles, an 
Emperor penguin with the afore- 
mentioned happy feet. Mumbies 
can't sing and is therefore shunned, 
but he can dance, so you know it’s 
all going to even out in the end. The 
penguins with wacky “personali- 
ties” include Mumbles’ parents, 
Memphis (Hugh Jackman doing a 
pretty good Elvis) and Norma Jean 
(Nicole Kidman); movie stars imi- 
tating dead celebrities is creepy but 
weirdly fascinating. Rounding out 


nes 


= 
THEBOSTON 
HISTORY. IT’S JUST ONE BLOODY THING AFTER ANOTHER. 
DAVID 


THE DESCENT Lionsgate This gore 
fest could have your stomach on edge even be- 
fore the team of spelunking sports babes winds 
up face to face with albino cannibals two miles 
underground. Neil Marshall (who mined similar 
terrain in Dog Soldiers) works masterfully on a 
small budget to invoke claustrophobia and para 
noia as the squad squeezes through narrow 
pipes and ultimately gets sealed in. Soon after, a 
fall results in a shinbone grotesquel 
through the skin, and the women stu 2 into a 
dank ossuary of sorts. The ensuing carnage is 
ample but not gratuitous; every arterial spray 
and bone crack makes a point. In such circumn- 
stances, it might be too much to ask for charac- 
ter development, though Aussie dancer/singer 
Natalie Mendoza holds her own as the can-do 
leader, and Shauna Macdonald prevails as the 
weak link who finds her inner Ripley. | 99m 
FACTOTUM Weinstein/Genius 
Products | On first look, Matt Dillon would seem 
too clean-cut to play booze-fueled Charles 
Bukowski's alter ego, Henry Chinaski, in Bent 
Hamer's adaptation of the author's job-hopping 
ramble. But given time, Dillon makes the role his 
own, being more Jack Nicholson in Five Easy 
Pieces than Mickey Rourke in Barfly. What's to 
know about Chinaski? He's a disgruntled alco- 
holic with a drive to write and a penchant for de- 
bauchery. As a result he can’t hold a job — ora 
woman (Lili Taylor and Marisa Tomei taking 
brave chances). It's a depraved odyssey, but 
Hamer (who also wrote the script) echoes 
Bukowski's gift for finding caustic humor in way- 
ward banality. His depiction of how Chinaski uses 
tongue-in-cheek badinage about being a serial 
killer as a form of foreplay is spot-on Bukowski 
The entire production hangs on Dillon, but he’s 
up to the task, serving up Hank's heart with bot- 
tom-of-the-barrel bravado. | 94m 

JACKASS: NUMBER TWO Paramount 
Is there such a thing as Equus HIV? For the sake 
of Chris Pontius, a member of Johnny Knoxville’s 
jackass troupe, Let's hope not. He's the willing re- 
cipient of a “milk moustache,” the end product of 
a segment identified as “How to Milk a Horse,” 
just one of what the MPAA rating board de- 
scribes as “extremely crude and dangerous 
stunts” (some of them obscene, most of them 
funny) in Jeff Treraine’s sequel to his 2002 hit, 
itself spawned from the short-lived MTV series 
Knoxville and his band of yahoos (Pontius, Bam 
Margera, Stephen “Steve-O” Glover, Preston Lacy, 
Ryan Dunn, Ehren McGhehey, Dave England, and 
Jason “Wee-Man” Acufia) should think twice be- 
fore making jackass: Number Three, lest they 
themselves become “short-lived.” Here, Steve-O 
nearly has his Steve Irwin moment after offering 
himself up as bait (complete with a hook through 


his cheek) and narrowly escaping the jaws of a 
Mako shark. Jackass indeed. | 95m 

THE BLACK DAHLIA Universal Brian 
Palma's adaptation of the James Ellroy novel 
maintains a pulpy clarity to start with, but once 
the body turns up, the movie turns into, well, a 
De Palma movie, with its narrative absurdities 
its stylistic excesses, its hammy acting. As LAPD 
officer Dwight “Bucky” Bleichert, a young cop re- 
sourceful and disillusioned beyond his years, Josh 
Hartnett comes off as squeaky and callow, his 
first-person narration no match for Eliroy’s 
brawny prose. a crane shot starts with the two 
protagonists, LAPD officer (Josh Hartnett) and 
Sergeant Lee Blanchard (Aaron Eckhart), at a 
stakeout. As his partner, the volatile veteran Lee 
Blanchard, Aaron Eckhart seems glib and incon- 
sequential. As the damaged and enigmatic Kay, 
Scarlett Johansson pursues her vocation as the 
screen's most overrated and annoying actress 
The Dahlia herself (Mia Kirschner) is present only 
in ghostly black-and-white “screen tests,” with 
De Paima's voice off screen creepily calling out 
directions and prying into her inadequacies, 
dreams, arid delusions. What comes off as hard- 
boiled (despite its extravagance) in Ellroy is only 
half-baked here. And no De Palma film would be 
complete without a Rube Goldberg-like “tour- 
de-force” sequence, or most depressing, a climax 
disclosing his abject | | 120m 

want of misogyny in Tony Goldwyn’s film, which, 
based on a screenplay by Paul Haggis (Crash) 
follows the romantic misfortunes of a group of 
buddies. Michael (Zach Braff) has the perfect 
fiancée, so why does he sneak around when she 
gets pregnant? Maybe he's scared off by the 
plight of Chris (Casey Affleck), whose wife has 
treated him like shit since their child was born 
Maybe he’s inspired by the example of Kenny 
(Eric Christian Olsen), who's got a new woman 
every night. Whatever the reason, he learns his 
lesson: women are ballbreakers, so curl up like a 
dog and take it. | 115m 


the cast of totally forgettable char- 
acters are Robin Williams, playing 
up the crazy, and Brittany Murphy, 
as the Mariah Carey-ish love inter- 
est. | 87m | Boston Common + Fenway 
+ Fresh Pond + Chestnut Hill + West 
Newton + suburbs 

®®® THE HISTORY BOYS | 2006 | 
This fine film from Nicholas Hyt- 
ner, based on the Alan Bennett play 
he directed in London and on 
Broadway (where he won a Tony), 
Stars the original cast of those pro- 
ductions; the result has some of the 
most lived-in, exquisite perform- 
ances given in a movie this year, 
with Richard Criffiths as the stand- 
out. His Hector is a culture teacher 
at an all-boys school in Sheffield in 
the early 1980s who's charged with 
introducing the finer things in life 
to a group preparing for their uni- 
versity qualifying exams. Hector’s 
dominance is threatened by the ar- 
rival of a new teacher (Stephen 
Campbell Moore) hired to help the 
boys pass — at whatever cost. Of 
course, their teaching styles clash. 
Bennett's dialogue is sharp and 
funny, and the boys emerge as dis- 
tinct personalities. Hector wheedles 
and cajoles, and in return they give 
him their minds and occasionally 
their bodies. It's the best film you'll 
ever see that has not one but two 
studying montages. | 109m | Harvard 
Square + Somerville Theatre [starts 
Christmas Day] + Coolidge Corner [Fri- 
Tues] + Embassy + suburbs 

®®© THE HOLIDAY | 2006 | A re- 
minder to all producers: alluding to 


iconic romantic comedies in a bid 
for legitimacy can be a dangerous 
game, even when you have appeal- 
ing stars. Here two luminous ac- 
tresses — Kate Winslet and 
Cameron Diaz — play lovelorn thir- 
tysomethings who swap houses for 
the holidays. A thin premise, but 
ripe for mistaken identities and 
general high jinks. Diaz meets Jude 
Law (usually box-office poison, but 
winningly vulnerable here); 
Winslet engages Jack Black, a non- 
threatening foil. Diaz can look like 
an ice queen when swathed in cash- 
mere, but Nancy Meyers, as a direc- 
tor and screenwriter, is a safe box- 
office bet, though her movies tend 
to run long and she’s not nearly as 
charming as she thinks she is. In 
summary: putting Eli Wallach in 
your movie as an aging Hollywood 
legend is cute, but including an ac- 
tual scene from His Girl Friday is a re- 
minder that we could be watching 
that movie instead. | 84m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond + 
Chestnut Hill + West Newton + suburbs 


®® THE ILLUSIONIST | 2006 | 
Writer/director Neil Burger (Interview 
with the Assassin) has good source ma- 
terial, an enchanting short story by 
Pulitzer-winning author Steven Mill- 
hauser, but then he has to go and 
make a Hollywood romance out of 
the coupling of master illusionist 


Eisenheim (Edward Norton) and 
Princess Sophie (Jessica Biel), two 


turn-of-the-century lovers who enjoy 


a forbidden tryst in gas-lit Vienna. 
(Prague locations stand in beautiful- 
ly.) Also unnecessary is the addition 
of Prince Leopold (Rufus Sewell), a 
petty ruler threatened by Eisen- 
heim’'s blurring of reality and illu- 
sion. Norton and Paul Giamatti (as 
the film’s narrator, Police Inspector 
Uhl) perform wonders, but Neil 
Burger ruins the magic, exposing all 
of his story’s tricks by the end. | 110m 
| West Newton 


}®© LITTLE CHILDREN | 2006 | 
Suburbia is hell, and serious Holly- 
wood movies from The Graduate to 
American Beauty have been there to 
point fingers on the lawns of the 
damned. Since Hell is eternal, every 
half-decade or so another shames- 
ploitation classic emerges to bum 
out suburbanites and make Oscar 
happy. In this one from Todd (In the 
Bedroom) Field, ominous narration 
and rich cinematography layer sub- 
urban parents Kate Winslet, Patrick 
Wilson, and Jennifer Connelly in an 
artisanal-cheesy casserole of adul- 
tery and literary pretension. The 


award-worthy turn comes from Jack- 


ie Earle Haley, whose hapless sex of- 
fender, half Max Schreck, half gar- 
den gnome, has the film's key mo- 
ment, panicking a swimming pool 


on a hot day. Hysteria over nothing 
defines the film. As commentary on 
our time, it may be accurate. As 
movie drama, it isn’t so much ¢’er- 
heated as reheated in the microwave 
on high. | 130m | Kendall Squae 

}© LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE | 
2006 | Like little kids spouting dirty 
words in certain comedies, this film 
from first-time directors Jonathan 
Dayton and Valerie Faris under- 
mines the subversive with the self- 
conscious. But it’s still funny. We 
have the usual suspects: the foul- 
mouthed grandfather (Alan Arkin) 
who gets kicked out of a rest home 
for using heroin; the Nietzschean 
teen (Paul Dano) who’s taken a vow 
of silence until he becomes a test pi- 
lot; the insufferable dad (Creg Kinn- 
ear) whose dream of selling his suc 
cess program seems doomed to fail- 
ure; and the inevitable, long-suffer- 
ing Mom (Toni Collette). Uncle 
Frank (Steve Carell), gay, wry, and 
suicidal, and seven-year-old Olive 
(Abigail Breslin) almost break the 
stereotypical mold. The latter wants 
to compete in the title contest, and 
her dream turns the film into a 
Sisyphean road movie with a Diane 
Arbus-like final stop. Contrived and 
sometimes inspired, Sunshine will 
leave you with renewed appreciation 
for Rick James's “Super Freak.” | 99m 
| West Newton + Somerville Theatre 
[Fri-Sun] + Arlington Capitol + suburbs 


}®SO MARIE ANTOINETTE | 2006 | 
Sofia Coppola doesn’t slavishly para- 
phrase her source, Antonia Fraser’s 
Marie Antoinette: The Journey, but she 
doesn’t deviate from it either At the 
age of 12 Marie Antoinette is shipped 
to France by her mother, Maria Tere- 
sa (Marianne Faithfull!), the Em- 
press of Austria, to marry the future 
Louis the XVI (Jason Schwartzman) 
and so link the two realms. At first 
she’s embraced by the court with 
tempered enthusiasm, but as gossip 
Continued on p 12 
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Continued from p 11 
and intrigue curdle and Louis proves 
inadequate in siring an heir, her for- 
tunes tum sour, a direction she does 
little to counter by seeking solace in a 
montage of cards, frivolous compa- 
ny, extravagant spending, and, ulti- 
mately a lover. All of this is filtered 
through Marie's consciousness, and 
Dunst captures the queen's passing 
moods with radiance and conviction 
She's not the brightest bulb on the 
Habsburg tree, and for much of the 
m she’s much like any iPodded, 
credit-card-bearing American teen of 
today, sealed off from the history col- 
lapsing around her by the rites and 
the gilding of her little world. Louis 
eventually rises to the task and chil- 
dren are born, their growth and de 
mise marking the passage of time 
The revolution too has grown apace, 
but by the time the sans culottes 
have stormed the gates of Versailles, 
Marie has matured as well. When 
she greets her fate with dignity and 
courage, you believe it. Her weak- 
ness and folly were like our own, but 
she found the strength and clarity to 
become a queen. | 118m | Arlington 


»® MRS. PALFREY AT THE CLARE- 
MONT | 2006 | In lieu of plot devel 
opment in thi yofarm 
director Dan Ireland knocks his eld 

ly characters down. The first to 
drop is the redoubtable widow of 
the title (Joan Plowright, the go-to 
dowager when Dame Judi is busy). 
Relocated from Scotland to the drab 
Claremont Hotel in London to check 
in on her no-show grandson 
Desmond, she has a felicitous fall 
outside the basement flat of cute Lu- 
dovic (Rupert Friend), an aspiring 
writer — though such voiceover 
lines as “she danced about her 
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memories with the grace of a young 
girl” bode ill. When her aged cohab- 
itants at the hotel mistake him for 
the AWOL Desmond, both go along 
with the charade. The relationship 
seems complex — vaguely sexual 
and exploitative — as Ludovic mines 
Mrs. P’s life for material. We don’t 
know how the original novel by 
Elizabeth Taylor (no, not that one) 
goes, but Ireland opts for schmailtz. 
By the third fall, the film is down 
for the count. | 102m | West Newton 
22S MURDERBALL | 2005 | Part 
ESPN highlight reel, part MTV 
flash, Henry Alex Rubin & Dana 
Adam Shapiro’s documentary about 
wheelchair rugby moves in unex- 
pected ways. The film begins with 
the US and Team Canada squaring 
off for the 2002 world championship 
and concludes with a rematch at the 
2004 Paralympics in Athens. The ag- 
itating element: perennial MVP joe 
Soares, cut from the US squad, 
coaches the Canadians. Early on 
Soares gets into a four-letter pissing 
contest with Mark Zupan, one of the 
young guns who unseated him. Ac 
rimony aside, the two exude the 
same machismo; Soares is the em. 
bodiment of Robert Duvall's hard 
ass in Apocalypse Now and Zupan pro- 
claims himself a “serious” athlete, 
“not like the Special Olympics 
where you get a pat on the back.” 
Off court there's the cheesy “how to” 
sex video for quads, Soares advising 
his effeminate son, and Zupan con- 
ing the driver that crippled 
tour de force 
mt of emotion pounding 
his is the monthly 
screening of the Coolidge’s Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Film Club. | 88m | 
Coolidge Corner: Wed 


»® THE NATIVITY STORY | 2006 | 
This straight retelling of the birth 
of Jesus is like Mel Cibson’s The Pas- 
sion of the Christ with less violence and 
more Heavenly backlighting 
Keisha Castle-Hughes plays Mary as 
an unflappable teen who's not sure 
she likes Joseph (their marriage is 
arranged by her father) but takes 

y a moment co reflect when the 
hangei Cabriel informs her she's 
10sen by God. (If you've ever 
how the Virgin Birth 
works, apparently some wind blows 
through the trees and you're preg 
nant.) Director Catherine Hard- 
wicke (the teens-gone-wild drama 
Thirteen) grounds her story in the re- 
lationship between Mary and 
Joseph (Oscar Isaac) and their strug- 
gle to reach Bethlehem before 
gives birth. The emphasis on th 

usually ignored parents of Jesus is a 
noble gesture, but they're too saint- 
I generate much heat. Some of 
Thurteen’s rebellious spark would 
have been welcome here — as 
eamest as Sunday School, Nativity 
Story is too reverent for its own 
good. | 101m | Boston Common [tenta 
tive] + Arlington Capito! + suburbs 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM | 2006 | Lar- 
ry (Ben $ ets a graveyard-shifi 
job at a mu m of ratural histo: 
whereupon everything from tila. 
the Hun to a t-rex comes to life and 
he has only Teddy Roosevelt (Robin 
Williams) to help him get the lid 
back on. With Carla Gugino, Dick 
Van Dyke, Mickey Rooney, and 
many more; Shawn Levy (The Pink 
Panther) directs. | 105m | Boston Com- 
mon + Fenway + Fresh Pond + Chestnut 
Hill + suburbs 
NOTES ON A SCANDAL | 2006 | Cate 
Blanchett plays a pottery teacher 
who gets involved with one of her 
students in this adaptation of Zoe 
Heller's What Was She Thinking? Notes on 
a Scandal: A Novel. With Judi Dench 
and Tom Georgeson; Richard Eyre 
(Stage Beauty) directs. | 107m | Kendall 
Square + Coolidge Corner [Opens De- 
cember 27} 


OFF THE BLACK | 2006 | Nina 
MacLaughlin’s review on page 6 | 
90m | Harvard Square 


®®© THE PHOTOGRAPHER, HIS 
WIFE, HER LOVER | sis 
Paul Yule’s second telling of the life 
and times of eccentric American 
photographer Winston O. Link, 
who died in 2001, and much of the 
new movie is a messy, ugly post- 
Script to his comfy 1990 portrait, 
Trains That Passed in the Night . The ear- 
lier movie celebrated the art world's 
discovery of Link at age 70, when 
MOMA and sundry art dealers went 
scrambling for the nostalgic, large- 
format photos of Appalachian coun- 
try folk and steam engines puffing 
down railroad tracks that he did 
back in the 1950s. Th s his 25- 
years-youn, ta Men- 
doza, in prisor g and 
hoarding invaluable artwork done 
by her now-infirm husband, a 
crime to which he was the only wit- 
ness. Yule seems divided between 
spinning a sordid, sexy tale (replete 
and 


ond time around. Mendoza is coarse 
nd hard to believe; 
andfatherly Link, 
we learn from his best friend for so 
years, was a racist elitist and un- 
bearably temperamental and para- 
noid. Did he fake out the jury? | 
video | 79m | MFA: Fri-Sat 

®®® THE PRESTIGE | 2006 | Post- 
modern turns out to have been the 
wrong word, anc , for the 
Nolan brot or Christopher 
and screenwr of Me- 
mento fame. Ir , a Victori- 


and unpleasant and 
meanwhile, t 


an-set sci-fi tale of rival m 

in search of the ultimate trick, the 
Nolans delight in embedded flash- 
backs, unreliable diaries (purloined, 
of course), mad sci David 
Bowie, ina presto- 
change-o st 

cadabra!” will never again sound 
cheesy.) Cast as a proto-Vegas show- 
man, Hugh Jackman would seem to 
have the meat 

tian Bale, as 

whose art b 

he loves, w 

er impressic 

ish pacing ea 

how both mag: 

direction (a di 

achieved, The 

neat trick of its ¢ 

twig to the “hov 

That still leaves the lingering heuer 
of how anyone could stand it. | 135m 
| Arlington Capitol + suburbs 

»®© PRINCESSE MARIE | 2004 
Benoit Jacquot's film is a TV bio-pic 
of Marie Bonaparte, Princess of 
Denmark and Greece (Catherine 
Deneuve, inac nate per- 
formance). M 1 
scendant ¢ 
first seen her 


woman. Frig 


the Reich. Altr 
comy in its psyc 
and its use of creaky devices like 
archival footage and maps showing 
the indomitable Marie's travels, the 
film triumphs in dramatizing the 
past — and recovering it. | French + 
German | 190m | MFA: Wed 

®© THE PURSUIT OF HAPPY- 
NESS | 2006 | Based on the real-life 
travails of Chris Cardner (featured 
on a 20/20 segment), this film di 
tected by Cabriele Muccino is a rags- 
to-riches yarn that latches onto the 
dark underside of the journey. Will 
Smith plays Cardner in circa 1980 
San Prancisco. Chris's medical-sales 
business is tanking (he sells bone- 
density machines door-to-door and 
no one’s buying), he can't pay the 
rent, and his wife (Thandie Newton 
giving a lot of depth to an unsavory 
Tole) leaves him. Not to mention he 
has a five-year-old son (Smith’s son, 
jaden, who steals a few scenes from 
his dad) to look after. The answer 
arrives when he sees a smiling, 
happy stockbroker driving a Ferrari. 


cliches 


He lands a job at Dean Witter, but 
then he learns that it’s an unpaid 
internship and that at the end of six 
months only one from the flock of 
interns will be hired. That's just 
one of the many ctuel realities that 
keep pushing Chris toward the gut- 
ter. His daily juggling act is a har- 
Towing ordeal: drop son off at day 
care, make cold calls at Dean Wit- 
ter, sell scanners on lunch break, 
make more cold calls and fetch 
higher-ups coffee, pick up son and 
try to find a place to sleep at night 
Yes, Chris and his son are homeless 
throughout most of the story, and 
just when you think things can't 
get any worse, they do. But through 
it all he keeps his eyes on the prize. 
His perseverance and resourceful- 
ness are infinite, admirable, even 
uplifting.| 117m | Boston Common + 
Fenway + Fresh Pond + Circle + suburbs 


© THE QUEEN | 2006 | Stephen 
Frears's film has Helen Mirren in 
the title role as Elizabeth Il, and 
when, early on, she stares icily 
askance at the camera and then di- 
Tectly into it, and it's like the face on 
a pound note coming to life. The sto- 
ty has to do with the demand for a 
public funeral after the death of 
Princess Di. That death occurs while 
the Royal Family is in retreat at Bal- 
moral Castle, and the queen decides 
to remain isolated there, comforting 
William and Harry, and make no 
public statement. It doesn’t work 
that way in the age of celebrity wor- 
ship, however, an age Labor PM 
Tony Blair (Michael Sheen) and espe- 
cially his canny aide Campbell (Tim 
McMullan), who's drafting Blair's 
Statement an hour after Diana dies, 
embrace. The statement, in which 
Blair declared Diana “the People’s 
Princess,” sent his approval ratings 
soaring. At the expense, of course, 
of HRH. Their relationship in the 
film, however, is not antagonistic. 
Although played out mostly via tele- 
phone, it is a delicate pas de deux 
Tepresenting the passing of a per- 
haps better order of things. Certain- 
ly Elizabeth is the one who proves 
nobiest, and most endearing. | 103m 
| Boston Common [tentative] + Harvard 
Square [tentative] + Arlington Capitol + 
Embassy 


> RADIOLAND MURDERS | 1994 | To 
judge from this film, for which he 
wrote the story as well as produced, 
the Force had left George Lucas by 
1994, though not his taste for high- 
velocity editing, loud soundtracks, 
and ost us effects. The result 
isy, assaultive, and to- 
Oh, and it’s a comedy, 
too. We're in Chicago in 1939, and 
radio station WBN is about to go na- 
j ad writer Roger (Brian 
Benben) is trying to patch up his 
» with Penny (Mary Stuart 
nm), the owncr’s secretary. 
msor, meanwhile, has sent 
all the scripts back to rewrite, leav- 
ing the actors without any lines. 
And a serial killer is knocking off 
the station’s personnel one by one 
But not quickly enough, alas. Mel 
Smith directs. | 112m | South Boston 
Branch Library: Thurs 
©@©® THE RED SHOES | 1948 | 
Adapted from the scary Hans Chris- 
tian Andersen story about an en- 
chanted pair of shoes that just 
won't stop dancing, Michael Powell 
& Emeric Pressburger’s classic color 
blend of dance, dream fantasy, and 
backstage melodrama tells of a new 
ballerina princess (Moira Shearer) 
who must choose between a com- 
mitment to her jealous. Svengali- 
like impresario (Anton Walbrook) 
and the music arranger (Marius 
Goring) who is the new love of her 
life. The ballerina’s turbulent off- 
Stage problems begin to mirror her 
greatest stage achievement, The Red 
Shoes. jack Cardiff's color photogra- 
phy is still dreamily beautiful, and 
the ballet sequences — always the 
film's true subject — are en- 


tally inane 


a 
FOXX KNOWLES “© MURPHY 
‘ trying to get the true story the sec- 
A ul q 
=a 
-_ 
‘ 
ST NEWTON 
“ed 781) 396-4955 
Onme 
ok 
(cc) 


thralling. | 133m | Coolidge Corner 
Tues-Thurs 
THE REFUGEE ALL-STARS | 2005 | 
San Francisco filmmakers Zach 
Niles and Banker White spent three 
years following the Sierra Leone 
Refugee All-Stars to make this docu- 
mentary about how, in a dank West 
African camp in Cuinea, a rag-tag 
bunch of émigrés from Sierra 
Leone’s endless civil wars formed a 
band to heal their psychic wounds 
and to aid others decimated by the 
bloody battles. | 78m | MFA; Sat 
LA REGLE DU JEUITHE 
RULES OF THE GAME | 1939 | Having 
chronicled the death throes of the 
European aristocracy in Grand 
Mlusion, Jean Renoir set this film, 
which he made two years later, 
among the new aristocracy in 
France: the nouveaux riches, for 
whom love is a game with a fixed 
set of rules. To break them — as the 
anachronistic romantic, the aviator 
Jurieu (Roland Toutain), does — is in 
bad taste and not to be tolerated 
Both a social and a psychological 
drama, this movie was almost lost 
to us forever; the original negative 
was destroyed by the Nazis and the 
film had to be reassembled from 
bits and pieces in the 'sos. Renoir 
worked with Carl Koch on the 
screenplay (based loosely on Alfred 
de Musset’s Les caprices de Marianne); 
Claude Renoir shot it; Coco Chanel 
designed the costumes. The superla- 
tive cast includes Marcel Dalio, Nora 
Grégor, Mila Parély, Odette Talazac, 
Julien Carette, Paulette Dubost, and 
Renoir himself. | French | b&w | 113m | 
Brattle: Fri-Sat + Mon-Thurs 
ROCKY BALBOA | 2006 | Tom Meek’s 
review on page 6 | 102m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond + Cir- 
cle + suburbs 
}® THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE 
SHOW | 1975 | This horror-camp ex- 
travaganza still draws midnight 
crowds. Its story of two dorky, all- 
American kids (Barry Bostwick and 
Susan Sarandon) who find them- 
selves indoctrinated into the pan- 
sexual ways of Dr. Frank-N-Furter is 
no more outrageous than La Cage aux 
Folles, but only a curmudgeon would 
deny the magnetism of Tim Curry, 
whose lip- smacking rendition of 
“Sweet Transvestite” remains one of 
the high points in all of cult movies. 
Jim Sharman directs. | 100m | Har- 
vard Square: Sat midnight 


®® THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ES- 
CAPE CLAUSE | 2006 | There comes a 
time when it’s best to leave that old 
Santa suit in the attic — especially 
now that the kids have grown up 
and gone away. The first two in- 
stallments of the Santa Clause fran- 
chise were fresh twists on family 
holiday fun. The latest chapter ar- 
Tives with all the joy of a recycled 
fruitcake. It’s not Tim Allen's fault; 
as everyday dad Scott Calvin turned 
Santa, he’s as amiable as ever. Nei- 
ther can Martin Short be faulted as 
a scene-stealing Jack Frest out to hi- 
jack Christmas glory. No, blame the 
story-within-a-story framework 
from writers Ed Decter and John J. 
Strauss and director Michael Lem- 
beck: it wallows in an aimless 
hodge-podge of gags without a mis- 
sion. Alan Arkin and Ann-Margret 
add a dash of cheer as Santa in-laws 
who've been led to believe that the 
North Pole is a toy factory in Cana- 
da. | 98m | Arlington Capitol + suburbs 
DOO SHORTBUS | 2006 | Cive Short- 
bus credit: writer/director John 
Cameron Mitchell (Hedwig and the An- 
gry Inch) might be the first filmmaker 
to figure out how to treat hardcore 
sex so Casually that it fits organically 
into the narrative. For example, 
there’s the scene where a trio of 
young gay men go through their X- 
rated acrobatics while, in character, 
having a credible conversation. Just 
as often the sex becomes too damned 
important, as when a perhaps 
straight woman who's never had an 
orgasm and a young gay man afraid 
to be anally penetrated obsess about 
their hang-ups. Audiences will di- 
vide over this movie depending on 
how they feel about the tile New 


York sex club where, amid the non- 
stop orgies, visitors are invited to 
shed their inhibitions. Is Shortbus a 
sexual utopia? Or with its gay and 
lesbian and cross-dressing revelers is 
it as boring as a hetero frat bash? 
Mitchell takes the former position; 
some numbed viewers will have the 
latter reaction, whatever their sexu- 
ality. | 101m | Coolidge Corner 
»®® SHUT UP & SING | 2006 | 
“Who are the Dixie Chicks, anyway? 
They should shut the fuck up.” This 
is but one of many like-minded ob- 
servations by irate “fans” of the Tex- 
an trio after lead singer Natalie 
Maines made an off-the-cuff com- 
ment during a London concert in 
2003. Non-fans like Bill O'Reilly go 
farther, saying they “deserve to be 
slapped around.” Maines’s infamous 
quote was both anti-Bush (“We're 
ashamed that the president of the 
United States is from Texas”) and de- 
livered on the eve of the invasion of 
Iraq, a bad combination when your 
core audience is Southern rednecks. 
This rouser from Oscar-winning 
filmmaker Barbara Kopple (Harlan 
County, USA) and Cecilia Peck (Gregory's 
Girl) follows the Chicks in the three 
years hence, as Maines, Martie 
Maguire, and Martie’s sister Emily 
Robison reinvent themselves, raise 
families, and rebuild their careers. | 
93m | Coolidge Corner 

® SO MUCH SO FAST | 2006 | If 
filmmakers Steven Ascher and 
Jeanne Jordan had chucked a self-in- 
dulgent prologue and some preten- 
tious personal anecdotes, So Much So 
Fast might have been a great docu- 
mentary. Instead, it’s a standard yet 
moving portrait of a family in crisis. 
Suffering from stiffness in his right 
hand, Stephen Haywood learns he 
has ALS, or Lou Cehrig’s disease. 
Brother Jamie quits his job to organ- 
ize a guerrilla science research group 
that evolves into the world’s largest 
ALS mouse facility. The film works 
best in its quiet moments amid the 
tush of Jamie’s quest for a cure. In 
one brutally ironic scene, Stephen, 
confined to a motorized wheelchair, 
watches his one-year-old son take 
his first steps. “Wow,” he manages 
to gasp despite his nearly paralyzed 
tongue. So Much So Fast covers a five- 
year period, too much for the 87- 
minute running time. Yet the por- 
trayal of familial resolve not only 
masks the cinematic gaffes, it saves 
the film. | 87m | West Newton 
}®© STRANGER THAN FICTION | 
2006 | IRS auditor Harold Crick (Will 
Ferrell) has his counting-tooth- 
brush-strokes routine disrupted by a 
woman's voice, British-accented, 
narrating his life with the over- 
wrought prose of a best-selling nov- 
elist. And so she is: Kay Eiffel (Em- 
ma Thompson embodying the writer 
as a chain-smoking twitchy hoyden) 
is a reclusive genius struggling 
through writer’s block to finish her 
latest work, Death and Taxes. Trouble 
is, she can’t figure out how to kill off 
her protagonist, Harold Crick, since 
in each of her books, as in life itself, 
the hero or heroine must die. Nei- 
ther Crick nor Eiffel is aware the 
other exists, and Harold tries to 
solve the mystery of the narrative 
voice by consulting a literature pro- 
fessor (Dustin Hoffman) who says 
things like, “Ah, dramatic irony. 
That's the killer.” Too bad director 
Marc Forster didn’t indulge in more 
of that irony instead of submitting 
to the temptations of clichés and 
bathos. Or narrative devices like love 
object Ana Pascal (Maggie Cyllen- 
haal), a baker who gave up on Har- 
vard Law School in order to “save the 
world with cookies.” As for Ferrell, 
he's trying, like Jim Carrey, to act in 
more “serious” roles, and the result 
is that you wait for him to be funny 
and he never quite is. | 113m |Boston 
Common [tentative] + Kendall Square + 
suburbs 


©®© UNACCOMPANIED MINORS | 
2006 | Five children — mostly prod- 
ucts of broken families en route 
from one parent to the other — get 
snowed in at a fictitious Midwest 
airport on Christmas Eve. They're 


an odd lot: the sassy rich girl (Cina 
Mantegna), the sweet dork who 
digs her (Dyllan Christopher), the 
gadget geek (a very Urkel-esque 
Tyler James Williams), the tomboy 
(Quinn Shephard), and a beefy g 

tle giant (Brett Kelly, who almost 
stole Bad Santa from Billy Bob Thorn 
ton). What galvanizes them is the 
de facto Scrooge, an airport admin- 
istrator (Lewis Black) who doesn't 
allow holiday decorations and 
wants to lock the five up ina deten- 
tion hall of sorts. It’s The Breakfast 
Club by way of Home Alone, which 
makes the fact that it was inspired 
by a true story aired on NPR's This 
American Life even more peculiar. TV 
director Paul Feig (Arrested Develop- 
ment) struggles with comic nuance, 
but the kids’ ingenuousness helps 
the film jell. And an uncredited Teri 
Carr is the star on the tree as a 
drunken aunt. | 89m | Boston Com- 
mon [tentative] + Arlington Capitol + 
suburbs 

OS® UGETSU | 1953 | In Kenji 
Mizoguchi's eerie, amazing film, 
an anti-war melodrama is wedded 
to an Arabian Nights tale. Two men go 
off to war, abandoning their fami- 
lies for samurai glory; one returns 
to find that his wife, gang-raped by 
soldiers in his absence, is now a 
whore. His buddy falls under the 
enchantment of a mysterious 
woman (the one-of-a-kind actress 
Machiko Kyo) who seduces him and 
nearly captures his soul. The ghost- 
ly love plot is reminiscent of La Syl- 
phide, and Mizoguchi borrows one 
scene from Shakespeare's Henry IV, 
Part II, but the poisonous-eroticism 
mood is distinctive, and the dense 
yet fluid painterly visual style 
couldn't belong to any other direc- 
tor. | Japanese | bGw | 94m | MFA: Wed 


®®© VA, VIS ET DEVIENS|LIVE 
AND BECOME | 2005 | Based on the 
stories of the Ethiopian Jews who 
arrived as refugees in Israel in the 
1980s as part of Operation Moses, 
writer/director Radu Mihaileanu's 
film tells the fictionalized story of a 
Christian child whose mother pass- 
es him off as Jewish to save him 
from the famine. He's auopted by 
an Israeli family, and Mihaileanu is 
at his best in these early years, as 
nine-year-old Schlomo struggles 
with life in a new country. But the 
film goes on for another hour and a 
half, following Schlomo through 
high school and into adulthood. 
He's portrayed by three actors; 
Moshe Agazai brings heartbreaking 
intensity to young Schlomo, and 
the film never recovers when the 
others step in. The most affecting 
scenes occur early, as when Schlo- 
mo takes off his new sneakers to 
walk barefoot the way he did in 
Africa. By the time this meandering 
movie reaches Schlomo's adult- 
hood, you'll feel you've added a few 
years too. | Amharic + Hebrew + 
French | 140m | West Newton 

© VOLVER | 2006 | Raimunda 
(willowy Penélope Cruz with an am- 
ple prosthetic ass) is a young moth- 
er with a teenage daughter (Yohana 
Cobo) and a layabout husband. They 
live in a tenement in Madrid, 
though Raimunda and her sister 
Sole (Lola Duenas) come from a vil- 
lage in La Mancha, where their par- 
ents died four years ago in a myste- 
rious fire. Several locals, however, 
claim to have seen the ghost of the 
sisters’ mother, Irene (Carmen 
Maura). At a family funeral, Sole 
spots her too, and when she gets 
back to Madrid, she finds Irene has 
stowed away in the trunk of her car. 
“Volver,” which means “overturn” 
or “come back,” describes more than 
just Irene’s reappearance — it’s also 
writer/director Pedro Almodévar'’s 
return to the melodramatic plots 
and twisted comedy that marked 
his early films. Volver's sense that 
the dead and the living are never far 
apart isn’t morbid, but it adds a 
tueful, more mature air to Almodé- 
var’s once-madcap style. What has- 
n't changed over the years is his ap- 
preciation of women. All the ac- 
tresses are terrific, but the director 


lavishes special attention on Cruz, 
caressing every (real and fake) curve 
of her body with his camera and 
giving her her juiciest role to date. | 
Spanish | 121m | Kendall Square + 
Coolidge Corner + West Newton 


WE ARE MARSHALL | 2006 | Tom 
Meek’s review on page 6 | 125m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh 
Pond + Circle + suburbs 

THE WIZARD OF | 1939 | 
Victor Fleming's version of L. Frank 
Baum's classic somehow manages 
— in all its wonderful excess — to 
transcend kitsch. Of course it's not 
all sweetness and innocence. Just 
consider those twisters languidly, 
inexorably loiling across the Kansas 
gtayness, the phallic funnels loom- 
ing over the closed, womblike shel 
ter of the storm cellar. The macabre 
spectacle of the Wicked Witch of 
the East's feet, robbed of their Ruby 
Slippers, shriveling up under 
Dorothy’s house. Or the Winged 
Monkeys, their formations filling 
the sky like a cross between Goya's 
Sleep of Reason and the Luftwaffe. 
Then you'll want to ask yourself 
how Dorothy's quest with her three 
needy, dysfunctional friends 
(Kansas farmhands metamor- 


phosed into types of their own inad- 


equacy) relates to current pop-psy- 
chological issues of empowerment 
and passive aggression. Is the film 
a Freudian, feminist, or Marxist al- 
legory? Is Oz merely Kansas trans- 
formed by Dorothy’s libidinous 
wish fulfillment (she is, after all, 
the 16-year-old Judy Garland) and 
early Technicolor? Is the man be- 
hind the curtain a metaphor for the 
dubious magic of the motion-pic- 
ture industry itself? Certainly the 
final revelation is indisputable: re- 
ality doesn't matter as much as im- 
age, and illusion is as effective as 
truth if you believe in it, even if on- 
ly for 90 minutes of screen time. | 
30m | Coolidge Corner: Sat-Sun 


BOSTON PHOENIX | ARES + ENTERTAINMEM 


GOLDEN GLOB 


NOM NATIONS 
_ BESTA RESS. 


ENELOPE CRUZ 


FOREIGN LAN 
“ONE 


GECEN 


MBE R 22, 


GUAGE FILM 
THE 


BEST FILMS! 


HIGHEST RATING 
Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


“PENELOPE CRUZ 


NEWSWEEK 


REVELATION.” 


NOW 


617 964 6060 78. 4000 


THE TRAILER WWW.VOLVERPIEM.COM 


“ONE THE YEAR’S BEST FILMS! 
USUAL, NICK NOLTE GIVES 
SENSITIVE, POIGNANT, WORLD-WEARY 

PORTRAYAL. REMAINS ONE 


OUR FINEST 


JEFFREY LYONS, NBC'S 


“PLAYED 


ACTORS.” 


REEL TALK 


BOOZY 


PERFECTION NICK NOLTE!” 
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
“GREAT STORY! 
GREAT PERFORMANCES!” 


HARLAN JACOBSON 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 


STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22ND 


USA TODAY 


AMC LOEWS 


HARVARD SQ. 


10 CHURCH ST. CAMBRIDGE 
1-800-FANDANGO #733 


AMC LOEWS 

oRASSEMBLY SQUARE 12 
AT ASSEMBLY SQ. RTE. 93 
800-FANDANGO #737 


AMC LOEWS 

BOSTON COMMON 19 
175 TREMONT ST 
800-FANDANGO #730 

OREGAL 

STADIUM 13 
201 BROOKLINE AVE 
(617) 424-6266 


BRAINTREE 10 
OFF FORBES RD., 
RTE 37 & 198 
(781) 848-1070 


CLEVELAND CIRCLE 
(617) 566-4040 


GINAL SONG 


Steve Oldfield, FOX-TV 


HAF 


NOW PLAYING 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS AMC LOEWS 

@ DEDHAM SUIBERTY TREE MALL 20 
RTE. 1 & 198 EXIT 154 100 INDEPENDENT WAY 
(781) 326-4955 800-FANDANGO #734 


Oame SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
FRAMINGHAM 16 @RANDOLPH 
FLUTIE PASS AT RTE. 139, EXIT 20 
SHOPPERS WORLD OFF RTE 24 
(S08) 628-4404 (781) 963-5600 


ENTERTAINMENT CINEMAS 
==] 


BO00-FANDANGO #739 
(617) 661-2900 


FILMS THE YEAR. WILL SMITH 
GIVES THE PERFORMANCE 
HIS 


“TWO THUMBS 


Richard Roeper and Aisha Tyler, 
Guest Critic, EBERT ROEPER 


thePURSUIT 


INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY. 


UMBIA 


sony.com/Pursuit 


OSHOWCASE CINEMAS 
@ REVERE 
RTE. C1 & SQUIRE RD 
(781) 286-1660 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
@ WOBURN 
RTE. 198 EXIT 35 & 
ROUTE 38 
(781) 933-5330 


4y i 
4 

4 
Ch DE 3 

ROUTE 198 

(781) 229-9200 

SHOWCASE 
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THE LEGEND ZELDA: TWILIGHT PRINCESS 


FOR NINTENDO AND NINTENDO GAMECUBE 


RATED FOR TEEN 
PUBLISHED AND DEVELOPED NINTENDO 


Twilight can’t mask flaws 


¢ em arrival of a new Zelda game is 
always an event, but doubly so 
v Nintendo console. The Legend of Zel- 
ght Princess has sparked the 
lovian response from critics and 
isumers alike. Already the game has 
“Game of the year”; “Best launch 
title ever”; “Best Zelda game 
ever.” Something about seeing 
Link’s tights and pointy cap 
seems fog everyone’s glass- 
es, causing them overlook 
certain glaring flaws in the 
series that have yet to be ad- 
dressed. Yes, Twilight Princess is 
throughout the 
rousing high points are long 
stretches that are the video-game 
2quivalent doing chores. 
Although the series has been 
going strong for years, the 
template has changed little. Link 
the game without weapon- 
but with three hearts repre- 
senting his life energy, gradually 
acquiring more items and grow- 
ing more powerful pro- 
gresses through a massive land- 
scape. Gameplay split into two 
parts: a contiguous overworld, 
which mixes exploration and 
item collection with low-risk en- 
emy encounters, and dungeons, which 
are more grueling and feature a mix of 
puzzles, enemies, and perilous envi- 
ronments. For many, the appeal of Zel- 
has always been traipsing across 
the overworld and looking for secret 
caves and hidden power-ups. Toa 
point, that’s fun, or at least reward- 
ing. But when the dungeons often 
feature ingenious level design and epic 
boss battles, why do they make up 
such a proportionally small part of the 
game? Between dungeons, Link has 
perform such swashbuckling tasks 
finding and destroying dozens little 
bugs. (Was the Orkin Man busy?) Tak- 
ing the time complete the intersti- 
tial tasks feels like having eat your 
vegetables before you can have dessert. 
The big gameplay wrinkle this time 
around that Link spends much the 
game the form wolf. This would 
have seemed more earth-shattering 
wolf-based action RPG hadn’t been re- 
leased just three months ago (Okami, 
for the which also happened 
the best game the year). And Link’s 
lupine form has few unique powers. 
He can dig for treasure (shades of 
Okami), and he has a special sensory 
mode that allows him see extra-di- 
mensional characters. But his combat 
skills are almost identical matter 
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what form assumes, and fighting 
just about all that the wolf capable of. 
Much has been made of Twilight 
Princess’s journey from a GameCube ex- 
clusive to a Wii launch game. I am not 
convinced that the motion-sensitive Wii 
controller represents improvement 
over the classic gamepad. Aiming pro- 
jectile weapons like the 
boomerang and the bow in- 
tuitive and useful, but the rest 
of the Wii remote’s functions 
are less sure. Swordfighting in 
particular is a disappointment. 
had thought that Link’s sword 
would map exactly the posi- 
tion and movement the Wii 
remote, opening up infinite 
swordplay possibilities. In- 
stead, you just wiggle trig- 
ger a slashing motion. There’s 
no functional difference be- 
tween twitching the remote 
and hitting button; you sim- 
ply expend more energy to 
achieve the same result. That 
not a user-friendly trade-off. 
It’s ashame, too, because 
the game fantastic when 
starts clicking. Dungeons are 
less dependent busy-work 
than they have been 
in Zeldas past. (You will, how- 
ever, still pushing around 
your share giant blocks for 
no apparent reason.) In some ways, 
Twilight Princess more fun have 
title for the Wii, fine showing. 
the last significant GameCube game, 
it’s practically essential. one the 
most eagerly awaited games the year, 
it falls just short. © 


GOOD AND SOMETIMES GREAT, Twilight Princess has more than its share chores. 


The Top Ten games 2006 


color-like visuals were the hook, but the underly- 
ing action-adventure game was varied and expert- 
ly paced. Comparisons with Zelda are both fair 
and accurate, but Okami blows Twilight Princess — 
and every other 2006 release — off the map. 

GEARS WAR Xbox 360 The most-hyped 
game the year was not without its flaws, but the 
total experience was so visceral and immediate 
that it felt almost real. Gears delivered on the buzz. 
Valve Software. Gordon Freeman's latest adventure 
took him the limits City and agonizing 
cliffhanger ending. When does Episode come out? 
BULLY PlayStation The most controversial 
game of the year was also the smartest. Besides 


being play, Bully was also thumb the 


eye of everyone who had condemned it sight unseen. 


NEW SUPER MARIO BROS Nintendo 
Samus Aran, Fox McCloud, and Link all embarked on 
new adventures in 2006, but Mario showed why he’s 
still Nintendo's big dog with this immaculately 
designed platformer. 

improved on its already stellar predecessor by 
adding a sorely needed practice mode, plus 
cooperative play that lets each player wail on a 
different instrument. 

with gangster games (including The Godfather, The 
Sopranos, and Scarface), Yakuza's gripping narrative 
and fanatical attention to detail set it apart. 


band adventurers find drawn togeth- 
nutshell, but within that framework the 12th 
installment made room for experimentation. 

BLACK PlayStation Xbox Many gamers were 
put off short length and lack multi- 
player, but it provided some of the purest shooting 
thrills ages. already part the $19.99 
Greatest Hits collection — what are you waiting for? 
ROCKSTAR GAMES PRESENTS TABLE TENNIS 
360 What was bigger surprise, that the 
makers Grand Theft Auto released ping-pong 
simulator or that its multiplayer component was 
more addictive than crack? 
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easy get $10 off your lift ticket. Waterville Valley 


Save the real challenge for the www.waterville.com 


CAROLYN CLAY 


untington Theatre Company 
artistic director Nicholas Martin 
recently announced that he 
would leave his post 2008. 
Certainly he will leave the Hunt- 
ington livelier place than when took 
over, with the addition of two new the- 
aters in the Calderwood Pavilion, the es- 
tablishment of the annual Breaking 
Ground festival new-play readings, and 
the commissioning this year of a second 
set of Huntington Playwriting Fellows. 
The American Repertory Theatre, too, un- 
der the leadership Robert Woodruff, 
continues develop new work, including 
the recent Wings Desire with Toneelgroep 
Amsterdam and The Onion Cellar with the 
Dresden Dolls. Lyric Stage Company of 
Boston, Boston Theatre Works, and Com- 
pany One, to name a few, are also commit- 
ted new-play development. All which 
may explain why look back the past 
year reveals not only some things old, with 
the dust blown off, but also some things 
homegrown and spanking new. 


BEST THE BARD 

The past season saw a charming Edwar- 
dian staging by the Huntington Theatre 
Company of Love’s Labour’s Lost, directed by 
Nicholas Martin, that caught both the 
play’s verbal sparkle and its autumnal 
twist. Brian McEleney helmed sociologi- 
cally unlikely but eye-opening Hamlet for 
Trinity Repertory Company with an Upstairs 
Downstairs theme; Polonius and family 
were retainers in the 1930s manor house 
that was Denmark, and Stephen Thorne 
brought rampaging energy the Dane. 
On a smaller scale, Boston Theatre Works, 
fielding fiery Shakespeare Company vets 


BEST THE BARD Lost the Huntington. 


Jonathan Epstein and Tony Molina, pre- 
sented a stripped-down Othello, simple yet 
brutal, that brought me to tears. 


PERFECT TENN 

SpeakEasy Stage Company constructed 
Five which was made recently 
unearthed short plays by Tennessee 
Williams that were connected by director 
Scott Edmiston, an exquisite evening that 
traced the arc Williams’s development 
both artist and sexual being. And Hart- 
ford Stage demonstrated, in Michael Wil- 
son's subdued yet sensual staging of Sum- 
mer and Smoke with Amanda Plummer, that 
the Williams plays heard aren’t 
half bad either. 


The characters of Jean-Paul Sartre’s iconic 
1944 one-act Exit are Hell, but 
American Repertory Theatre they appeared 
still negotiating the River Styx 
raft. Jerry Mouawad’s ingenious stag- 
ing, the tight piece of Hades real estate oc- 
cupied the play’s three newcomers was 
square raised three feet off the 
ground that tipped and tilted in relation to 
the actors’ movements. Will LeBow, Paula 
Plum, and Karen MacDonald negotiated 
both text and platform production 
that was both apt visual metaphor and 


SONG MEETS SUBSTANCE 

Rick Lombardo’s production Ragtime, the 
Tony-winning musical based E.L. Doc- 
torow’s novel, was triumph for New 
Repertory Theatre, which finally took com- 
its new digs Arsenal Center for 
the Arts and deployed a stirring contingent 
voices. SpeakEasy 
Stage Company un- 
veiled another Broad- 
way musical with soci- 
ological sweep, Tony 
Kushner Jeanine 
Tesori’s Caroline, or 
Change. Set 
Louisiana in the 1960s, 
the show fields the 
disappointed 
domestic the title 
character as volcanic as 
August Troy 
Maxon, and Jacqui 
Parker filled her shoes. 


FRESH FRUIT 
New Trinity Repertory 
Company artistic di- 
rector Curt Columbus 
introduced himself 
with fleet staging 
his own sharp, very 
American translation 
The Cherry 
Orchard that brought 


Certainly Nicholas Martin will 
leave the Huntington livelier 
place than when took over. 


Best the 


teamed with writer/direc- 
tor Jon Lipsky on Coming Up 
for Air — An Autojazzography, 
80-minute rhythmic 
odyssey that displayed 
Strickland not just asa 
player instruments but 
own right. 


RISKY BUSINESS 
The Huntington Theatre 
Company both put its mon- 
where its new-play 
mouth and channeled 
vintage Mamet crack- 
ling world-premiere stag- 
ing Theresa Rebeck’s 
Mauritius, which is set in 
the seedy, high-stakes 
world stamp brokering. 
This show made philately 
seem almost exciting 
what it sounds like, and 
that activity’s nothing 
the sexual practice the 
heart Edward The 
Goat or, Who Is Sylvia?, which 
does indeed involve liai- 


Bee the Wilbur. 


out the play’s farce well its pathos. 
featured the splendid African-American ac- 
tor Joe Wilson Jr. as Lopakin, a child of 
slaves who when can’t bring the dying 
gentry to its senses turns their swan song 
into his gain. 


INTO IRAQ 


It’s a more relevant theater that offers in- 
sight into current events, Zeitgeist Stage 
Company did with David Hare’s bristling ac- 
count part documentary, part conjecture 
the run-up the Iraq war, Stuff 
Happens. Like the play, David J. Miller’s 
spare, intelligent production gained mo- 
mentum went along. Looking Iraq 
from the inside out, Lyric Stage Company 
Boston offered 9 Parts of Desire, Heather Raf- 
collective portrait nine Iraqi women 
played one actor. Carmel O’Reilly’s fluid 
production brought out the ancient spirit 
embedded the work, and Lanna Joffrey 
caught its lyrical rhythms. 


MUSIC MEN 

ART artistic director Robert Woodruff 
teamed with poet, composer, and per- 
former Rinde Eckert create Orpheus 
flowing, affecting riff the Orpheus 
myth which Eurydice was more than 
just romantic chattel carried off 
Hell and not brought back again. And 
long-time local jazz man Stan Strickland 


a 


CASTING SPELL The Annual Putnam County 


son with Spiro 
Veloudos’s production for 
Lyric Stage Company 
Boston brought out the wit 
and the anguish lurking 
beneath the perversity. 


CASTING SPELL 

was wonderful see the Wilbur Theatre 
get renewed lease life producer Jon 
Platt’s importation the delightful 
William Finn musical The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee, with its winning blend 
hilarity, pathos, education, and the 
Theatre Cruelty. enactment the 
fictional event the title, which pho- 
netically gifted pre-adolescents grapple 
with the orthographic likes “phylac- 
tery,” the show boasts bouncy, compli- 
cated score and audience interaction that 
isn’t awful. 


KNIGHT MOVES 

Broadway Across America/Boston bright- 
ened spring with the Tony-winning 
Monty Spamalot, which strewed 
the stage with the banana peel Arthuri- 
legend. Sketch comedy dressed 
choreography and cartoon scenery doesn’t 
get more inspired than this. Recycling the 
movies smaller scale was the whimsi- 
cal yet poetic Samurai 7.0: Under Construction, 
whose down-at-the-heels Japanese knights 
were borrowed Beau Jest Moving The- 
ater from Akira Seven Samurai. 
Davis Robinson’s nimble troupe told the 
story simply, eschewing overblown 
staging for sticks, screens, and shadow 
puppetry, proving that less can more. 


BOSTON BALLET 


the 


STATE STREET 
Hilarious Whodunit 
BIGGEST 
Holiday Schedule 5pm 8pm Holiday Tradition 
12/22: 8pm 12/23: 9pm THE NUTCRACKER 


Xmas Eve: 3pm 12/26: 8pm 
12/27: 2pm 8pm 12/28 12/29: 8pm VOTED THE TOP HOLIDAY EVENTS 
12/30: NYE: 3pm 8pm THE COUNTRY! msn.com 


For Tickets Gift Certificates: The Opera House 
(617) 426-5225 Now thru December 
buy online www.shearmadness.com 
TICKETMASTER.COM 617-931-2787 
The Charles Playhouse, Stage Boston Bostonballet.org 
617-695-6955 


NEW REPERTORY THEATRE 


HE 36TH ANNUAL 


Revels 


In CELEBRATION oF THE WinTeR SoisTice 


“a theatrical gala of music, dance and ritual 
from the great magic-makers tradition!” 
The Boston Globe 


New Repertory Theatre Presents PERFORMANCES 


MATINEES EVENINGS 
SILENCE 


December 15-17, 21-23, 26-30 
Dangerously Sexy Comedy 


Moira Buffini Sanders Theater 


January 17- February Harvard University, Cambridge 
Directed Rick Lombardo and featuring TICKETS 
Marianna Bassham and Lewis Wheeler (617) 496-2222 


Smart, sexy, silly, and overflowing with ideas. 
Exploration of identity, freedom, religion, 


and the possiblities faith and tolerance Tickets for Groups 20+: (617) 972-8300 ext. 


www.revels.org 


violent and uncertain world. 


darkness unsettling that times you 
shiver even laughing” Village Voice 


Arsenal Center for the Arts, Watertown 
Box Office: (617) 923-8487 
www.newrep.org 


BOOK YOUR 


HOLIDAY PARTIES 
advertise NOW! 
contact holiday schedule available 


blueman.com/boston. 


617-931-2787 
1-800-BLUEMAN 


Playhouse: 617-426-6912 


oda 
Brad Gosnell Fri: 7pm Sat: For subscription: 


Mingle, relax and unwind— 
make new connections 
re-acquaint with old friends— 
then take your seat one 
Boston’s most treasured land- 
marks and let the powerful 
sound the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra captivate you. 


We’ve selected some the 
most exciting concerts the 
2006 season! 


and information call 
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Tracks her tears 


The Dresden Dolls rock The Onion Cellar 


CAROLYN CLAY 


DRAMATURGICAL TRAIN WRECK? Nope the Dolls wag this theater piece. 


There are tears but no onions 

in The Onion Cellar (at Zero Ar- 
row Theatre through January 13). 
But who needs emotionally catalyt- 
root vegetables when you have 
the Dresden Dolls? The powerful 
punk cabaret duo are the reverber- 
ating center of the Ciinter Crass- 
inspired theater work that the 
American Repertory Theatre, under 
the direction Marcus Stern, has 
bounced off them. Just the chance 
to see and hear Amanda Palmer 
and Brian Viglione close range 
the fabulous club carved out of Zero 
Arrow by set designer Christine 
Jones worth clamoring for. 
there direct evocation The 
Tin Drum’s post-war Diisseldorf 
boite, to which patrons repaired to 
cut onions and spill repressed emo- 
tions, there similar mix sur- 
realism and detail: winsome 
young woman in a bear suit con- 
nects mysteriously with bar- 
tender; twitching lad called 
Onion Boy engages furtive lick- 


ing with mate called Mute 
And despite some missteps, the 
central tale wedged poetic frag- 
ments amid the nightclub patter 
does link the Dolls’ songs, lead- 
ing Palmer’s savage rejection 
abandoning father “Half 
Jack.” Here the unresponsive dad — 
the Onion Cellar owner, mostly as 
mute Mute and deep his 
cups gets not much exor- 
cism strange present. But this 
is no dramaturgical train wreck, as 
newspaper interviews may have led 
you to expect. The Dolls wag the 
theater piece, but at least the tale 
tail. 

ART approached Palmer about 
collaborating, and she plugged the 
invitation into long-simmering 
desire adapt the “In the Onion 
Cellar” chapter TheTin Drum. 
What she had in mind involved real 
raw onions, real raw emotions, 
and Nazis. What Stern has shaped 
from material contributed 
Palmer, writer Jonathan Marc Sher- 


man, himself, designer Jones, con- 
sultant Anthony Martignetti, “and 
the cast of The Onion Cellar” is less 
raw than shattered and dreamy: a 
fable abandoned daughter 
who child collected tears 
Mason jars and who was later 
killed car crash, having tried 
for years to make connection with 
long-gone dad. Also on tap is a con- 
tinuing story told by red-clad and 
ruffled Remo Airaldi as the club’s 
MC about growing up in Peru a sen- 
sitive lad given to crying that infu 
riated his macho dad. For comic re- 
lief that doesn’t quite work, Karen 
MacDonald and Thomas Derrah 
turn up at the bar (there is one, as 
well as a punk-Weimar-clad wait 
staff) middle-aged Midwestern 
couple traveling the country in an 
RV named Harvey. 

Meanwhile, the Dolls put on an 
electric show, drumsticks explod- 
ing from Viglione’s hands, Palmer 
attacking her keyboard like 
pugilist she puts affecting 
strain both her larynx and her 
emotions. The bristling 90-minute 
set includes addition toa 
slinky, Weill-like introduction to 
the Onion Cellar penned and sung 
Palmer Dolls signature tunes 
including “Necessary Evil,” “Good 
Day,” “Coin-Operated Boy,” 
“Delilah,” “Sex Changes,” and 
“Sing,” with Viglione letting ioose 
one point with long, impossi- 
bly athletic drum solo that brings 
the house down. Derrah, in the 
guise disturbed man trussed 
tape, also takes the stage, 
turning rhythmic screed that 
falls somewhere between auction- 
eering and vocal drum solo. 

what’s being attempted here? 
bring the energy and the imme- 
diacy rock concert theater 
happening that casts the audience 
itself, space where lighted 
liquor bottles float against black 
background and very theatrical 
band take red stage lined with 
bare-bulb footlights wisps sto- 
ricochet amid the crowd? so, 
works some degree. The Dolls’ 
loud, pounded rhythms and 
unfiltered wailing give 
anger and depth material that 
would otherwise seem underdevel- 
oped and personal manner 
more self-indulgent than from-the- 
gut. But this specific experi- 
ment (and a great rock show). Don’t 
look for productions The Onion Cel- 
lar your local community theater, 
with high-school band standing 
for the Dresden Dolls. 


BLUE MAN GROUP | The Drama 
Desk Award-winning trio of 
cobalt-painted bald pates begin 
their delightful and deafening 
evening of anti-performance art 
beating drums that are also deep 
buckets of paint, so that sprays 
of color jump from the instru 
ments like breaking surf and 
end by engulfing the spectators 
in tangles of toilet paper. | 
Charles Playhouse, 74 Warrenton 
St, Boston | 617.426.6912 | 
Indefinitely | Curtain 8 pm Wed- 
Thurs | 7 pm Fri|4+7+10pm 
Sat |2 +5 pm Sun | $48-$58; 
$21.75 obstructed-view seating, 
available at the box office day of 
performance 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Trinity 
Repertory Company leads off the 
annual attack of the Scrooges 
with the 30th annual staging of 
Adrian Hall & Richard 
ming's adaptation, 
with period nm 
borne Scrooge 
rector Curt Col 
he bringir 

tical € 


ets fr 


version 

pany, 201 Washi 

dence, Rhode Islar 

401.351.4242 | Thre 

31 | Curtain 7 pr 

pm [December m 
[December 22] 11 am [no per 
formance December 30] + 2 pm + 
5 pm [no perf 1ance December 
30] + 8 pm Sat | 11 am [no per- 
formance December 31] + 2+ 5+ 
8 pm [no performance December 
31) Sun | $28-$60 | North Shore 
Music Theatre reprises its pro- 
duction of an adaptation by ex 
ecutive producer and artistic di- 
rector Jon Kimbell and staff 
that's heavy on acrobatics, Vic- 
torian carols, and special ef- 
fects. David Coffee returns as 
Scrooge for the isth consecutive 
year | North Shore Music The- 
atre, 62 Dunham Rd, Beverly | 
978.232.7200 | Through Decem- 
ber 24 | Curtain 10 am Thurs | 10 
am + 8 pm Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat | 2 
pm Sun | $50-$70 | New Reperto- 
ry Theatre presents artistic di- 
rector Rick Lombardo’s adapta- 
tion, which he also directs. The 
cast includes Paul D. Farwell as 
the miser and children from Wa- 
tertown Children’s Theatre. | Ar- 
senal Center for the Arts, 321 Ar- 
senal St, Watertown | 
617.923.8487 | Through December 
24 | Curtain 7 pm Thurs | 8 pm 
Fri | 3 + 8 pm Sat|1+ 6pm Sun| 
$30-$50; senior, student dis- 
counts | New Life Fine Arts Mu- 
sical Theater gives the parsimo- 
nious old grouch star billing, 
calling its musical adaptation 
Ebenezer Scrooge: A Christmas 
Carol. Concord-based composer 
and playwright David MacAdam 
wrote the script, and he weaves 
together his original music with 
well-known Christmas carols. | 
Emerson Umbrella Center for 
the Arts, 40 Stow St, Concord | 
508.370.8455 | Through Decem- 
ber 23 | Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs- 
Fri | 2 pm + 7:30 pm Sat | $17; $15 
seniors, students; $12 children 
12 and under | West End The- 
ater’s version of Dickens's story 
promises “30 adorable angels 
and urchins and one not-so- 
adorable Scrooge.” lan McColl di- 
rects. | West End Theater, 1 
Washington St, Gloucester | 
978.281.0680 | Through Decem- 


ber 31 | Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs-Sat | 
5 pm Sun [December 31] | $12; $8 
children | Hartford Stage fields 
artistic director Michael Wilson's 
adaptation, A Christmas Carol - A 
Ghost Story of Christmas, which 
features Bill Raymond as the 
crotchety tightwad and “special 
flying effects in a festive produc- 
tion.” | Hartford Stage, 50 Church 
St, Hartford, Connecticut | 
860.527.5151 | Through December 
30 | Curtain 7:30 pm Tues-Fri + 2 
pm Tues-Wed | 2 + 7:30 pm Sat | 2 
pm Sun | $27-$57; $10 discount 
children 12 and under | Berkshire 
Theatre Festival gets in on the 
Dickensian act with a new adapta- 
tion by Eric Hill, who also directs 
(with E. Gray Simons Ill) and plays 
the stingy one. | Berkshire Theatre 
Festival, Main St, Stockbridge | 
413.298.5576 | Through December 
23 | Curtain 7 pm Thurs-Sat + 2 pm 
Sat | $35; $20 children, students 
CHRISTMAS REVELS | This 36th 
annual edition of the holiday cele 
bration features music, dance, 

a iklore from Germany and 

| Sanders Theatre, 
Memorial Hall, 45 Quincy St, 
Cambridge | 617.496.2222 | Through 
December 30 | Curtain 7:30 pm 
Tues-Wed | 3 pm [December 28] + 
7:30 pm Thurs | 3 + 7:30 pm Fri|3 
pm + 7:30 pm [no evening Decem 
ber 30] Sat | $20-$45; $15-$35 chil 
dren under 12 | Jeffrey Gantz's re 
view opposite 

A CHRISTMAS STORY | Stoneham 
Theatre revives its holiday offer 
ing, Philip Grecian’s stage adapta 
tion of the film by Jean Shepherd, 
Leigh Brown, and Bob Clark. Set 
in quainter times, it’s the tale of 
one boy’s quest to get the Christ 
mas present of his dreams, 
though that means triumphing 
over “parents, his teacher, the 
neighborhood bully, and even 
Santa.” | Stoneham Theatre, 395 
Main St, Stoneham | 781.279.2200 | 
Through December 23 | Curtain 
7:30 pm Thurs | 8 pm Fri| 4+ 8 pm 
Sat | $40; $35 seniors; $20 students 
DUBLIN CAROL | CSI star William 
Petersen is featured in this Trinity 
Repertory Company staging of 
Irish dramatist Conor (The Weir) 
McPherson's bleak holiday play, in 
which a lonely, alcoholic assistant 
undertaker is visited by his es- 
tranged daughter on Christmas 
Eve and hope flickers amid the ra- 
tionalizations and shabby decora- 
tions. This is a small-scale, quiet- 
ly harrowing, compassionate work 
lent extra poignance by the 
knowledge that McPherson was 
himself burning the bottle at both 
ends when he wrote it. Steppen- 
wolf and Broadway vet Petersen 
has not appeared on stage since 
taking on the TV series six years 
ago, but he has not lost his touch. 
McPherson's John Plunkett is no 
flamboyant drunk in the manner 
of Synge or O'Neill but an ordi- 
nary man ricocheting between de- 
nial and despair, between excori- 
ating himself for past sins and 
writing them off as irredeemable 
and therefore not worth apology. 
And Petersen essays him with an 
airy if aching touch, revealing 
layer by layer the not unlikable 
man, with his mischievous wit 
and boozy gift of gab, as well as 
the self-described “messer” beside 
whom, in his embittered daugh- 
ter’s remembrance, even a drunk- 
en boyfriend who reminded her of 
dad was “a fucking amateur.” 
Rachael Warren and Danny Mef- 
ford (as the 20-year-old funeral- 
helper nephew of Plunkett's em- 
ployer) provide capable support 
under Amy Morton's direction, 
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> 
artist Blair Thomas.” Trinity 
F 
Lh as the skinflint cruising for con 
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which, like Tony winner Eugene 
Lee's set, shows a reverence for de- 
tail. | Trinity Repertory Company, 
201 Washington St, Providence, 
Rhode Island | 401.351.4242 | 
Through January 7 | Curtain 7 pm 
Tues [January 2] | 2 pm [December 
27] + 7 pm Wed | 8 pm Thurs-Fri | 2 + 
8 pm Sat | 2 pm + 7 pm [no perform- 
ance December 24; December 31 
performance is at 6 pm] Sun | $20 
$60 
EXCEPTIONS TO GRAVITY | Lyric 
Stage Company of Boston's holiday 
offering is this one-man show by 
venerable master clown Avner 
Eisenberg, whose alter ego is the 
dexterously hapless Avner the Ec- 
centric. Much to the delight of 
physical-comedy fans and especial 
ly children, Avner does battle with 
innumerable inanimate objects; 
yrops from a pack of Marlboros to 
ladders, Dixie cups, and a bowler 
hat appear engaged in a massive 
serial insurrection over which this 
baid, bearded innocent ultimately 
triumphs with a mix of agility and 
patience. As a finale, he eats a 
flapjack-size serving of paper nap- 
kins. (Don't try this at home.) | 
Lyric Stage Company of Boston, 140 
Clarendon St, Boston | 617.585.5678 
| Through December 23 | Curtain 
7:30 pm Thurs | 8 pm Fri| 4+ 8pm 
Sat | $23-$48 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING 
EARNEST | American Repertory 
Theatre plays host to the two-man 
British theatrical entity Ridiculus- 
mus performing its virtuosic pro- 
duction of Oscar Wilde's gem of a 
“trivial comedy for serious people.” 
Under Jude Kelly's direction, David 
Woods and Jon Haynes play all of 
the parts, possibly including Bun- 
bury. Also, “they toy with the ideas 
of performance that underlie 
Wilde's play in which everyone has 
a role dictated by social hierarchy 
and status. They strip it down and 
reveal the social coding in all its 
glorious absurdity.” If that sounds 
more socialistic than aphoristic, 
don't worry: the Times Literary Supple- 
ment pronounces the show “the 
funniest thing to be seen in Lon- 
don.” And for a few weeks it can be 
seen in Cambridge. | Loeb Drama 
Center, 64 Brattle St, Cambridge | 
617.547.8300 | Through January 14 | 
Curtain 7:30 pm Tues-Thurs | 8 pm 
Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat | 2 + 7:30 pm [no 
performances December 24] Sun | 
$25-$50; 50 tickets $15 at noon, day 
of performance, by phone or in 
person at the box office 
IMPROVBOSTON HOLIDAY SPEC- 
TACULAR: WHAT THE DICKENS? | 
ImprovBoston fields its sixth annu- 
al “irreverent holiday musical,” a 
“musical mash-up” of A Christmas 
Carol and A Charlie Brown Christmas. 
Watch Tiny Tim try to kick the 
football. | lmprovBoston, 1253 Cam- 
bridge St, Cambridge | 617.576.1253 | 
Through December 30 | Curtain 8 
pm Thurs [December 21] | § + 10 pm 
Fri-Sat | $15 
JIMMY TINGLE’S AMERICAN 
DREAM | The comic and theater 
impresario “weaves comedy, 
politics, commentary, and story- 
telling into the fabric of our Ameri- 
can experience” in a show CBS-TV 
4's Joyce Kulhawik calls “a liberal 
dose of warmth, humor, and 
everyday truth telling.” | Jimmy 
Tingle’s Off Broadway, 255 Elm St, 
Davis Square, Somerville | 
866.811.4111 | Through December 
31 | Curtain 7:30 pm Wed-Sat | 7:30 
pm Sun [December 31] | $25-$35; 
$40 December 31 
JOEY AND MARIA'S COMEDY 
WEDDING | “One wedding that’s 
had an unbelievable reception,” 
the Italianate, audience-interac- 
tive nuptials are back. | Tremont 
Playhouse in the Tremont Hotel, 
275 Tremont St, Boston | Indefinite- 
ly | 800.944.JOEY | Curtain 7:30 pm 
Sat | $55 includes dinner catered by 
Italian Express 
LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS | Tur- 
tle Lane Playhouse plays host to 
Audrey Il, the man-eating plant 
that sings like a big bass baritone. 
The 1982 Off Broadway musical by 
Howard Ashman and Alan Menken 
is based on the 1960 Roger Corman 
film set in a Skid Row flower shop 
where the specialty is blood, not 
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REVELS RIDES WITH SIEGFRIED AND SANKT NICK 


If your name is Susan, you might not 

want to sit too close to the stage at 
the 36th annual Christmas Revels. Sankt 
Nikolaus (Richard Snee) has an accounting 
book love accounting”) with page 
naughty and nice for every man, woman, 
child, and adolescent in the world, and on 
Susan's naughty page there's a doozy (“! 
haven't seen that one since the Middle 
Hovering ominously as- 
sistant, Knecht Ruprecht (Underground 
Railway Theater's Debra Wise), armed with 
lumps coal and ferocious-looking 


switch. 


Ruprecht departs after intermission 
(“He tells me corporal punishment has a 
Massaachusetts against the 
but this Swiss/German-themed 
Revels still has plenty of mystery as well 
as reverence: Frau Holle on the catwalk 
shaking out her featherbed create the 
opening snowfall; the Silvesterchiausen, 
spooky Swiss New mummers who 
come varieties “beautiful” and “ugly” 
(the “ugly” look like the Muppet 
Sweetums); the staple Abbots Bromley 
Horn Dance, in half-light, to just David Cof- 
fin’s recorder, with its Fool and Hobby 
Horse and Boy Archer and umbrella-bear- 
ing Man-Woman, the audience (or is it 
Revels members at the back of the 
house?) stamping out the rhythm. Revels 
plumbs the German repertoire for neglect- 
ed sacred music (Samuel Scheidt, Heinrich 
Schiitz), carols familiar (“O Tannenbaum,” 
“Still Nacht”) and not (“Resonet in 
laudibus,” “Stille, stille”), and even Schu- 
bert lieder (“Muth” from Winterreise). 
There are two versions the Legend 
Sankt Nikolaus (including the immortal 
quatrain “Now lay down sleep/A 


wake/Give brether Jake”) plus tra- 


roses. | Turtle Lane Playhouse, 283 
Melrose St, Newton | 617.244.0169 | 
December 26-30 | Curtain 8 pm 
Tues-Sat | $25; $17 seniors Thurs, 
$17 students Fri 

THE LOVE SHOW: A CIRCUS & 
VAUDEVILLE EXPLORATION OF 
SILLY & SERIOUS RELATION- 
SHIPS | Brattleboro-based Nimble 
Arts comes to town with “a unique 
experience for adults and children 
alike. Steeped in the tradition of 


Cirque du Soleil and other Euro- 
pean-style theatrical circuses,” 
the show fields high-flying aerial- 
ists, acrobats, and jugglers. Its 
identical-twin founders, Elsie and 
Serenity Smith, performed as 
Gemini Trapeze with Cirque du 
Soleil, Ringling Brothers & Bar- 
num & Bailey, and New Pickle Cir- 
cus. | Arsenal Center for the Arts, 
321 Arsenal St, Watertown | 
617.923.8487 | December 28-29 | Cur- 
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ditional dances (with shoe-slapping 
Schuhplattler performed by audience con- 
scripts including Susan), songs from Die 
Fréhlichen Kinderlein (“Fuchs du hast die 
Gans gestohlen” — can the kids get the fox 
to give back their Christmas goose?), sage 
counsel from a 16th-century Franciscan 
(“The gloom of the world is but a shadow; 
behind the shadow lies and the usu- 
audience sing-along sections. Giles Holt 
as a traveling player balances on a slack 
rope and juggles three knives; after inter- 
mission, as a bear, he balances on a bear 
stand and juggles three bowling pins. 
hope Boston Ballet's Nutcracker bear is 
taking notes.) 

And then there's the traditional St. 
George and the Dragon mummers’ play, this 
year with Siegfried (David Coffin) as St. 
George and Fafner (Marty Tulloch and Linnea 
Coffin) as, well, the Dragon and Briinnhilde 
(Donald A. Duncan) trying to retrieve the 
Rheingold and the Cambridge Symphonic 
Brass Ensemble blasting out the “Ride 
the Valkyries” (which during the curtain call 
they somehow manage to combine with 
“Joseph, lieber Joseph”). All “shock and awe.” 
Siegfried dispatches Fafner without too 
much difficulty, but then he falls victim to 
the sword dance, and the Groucho-like “Dr. 
Frood” (Debra Wise again) is summoned to 
revive him, bringing along bag instru- 
ments (“What are you, Homeland Security?” 
he asks when Nick tries to look inside) that 
include filmy pink Freudian slip. 
brought his couch, too, but the case still 
proves too “complex,” and it’s the Fool who 
brings our hero back life, whereupon the 
Weihnachts Chorus breaks into “The Happy 
Wanderer” and then the finale from 
Weihnachtshistorie, Revels, al- 
ways, finding the joy behind the shadow. 
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tain 7 pm Thurs | 2 + 7 pm Fri | $20- 
$40; half-price students 

OLIVER! | The venerable Boston 
Children’s Theatre's holiday offer- 
ing is not A Christmas Carol but the 
Lionel Bart musical based on Dick- 
ens’s Oliver Twist, where less is not 
more for orphans facing institu- 
tional starvation or the streets on 
which Fagan and the Artful Dodger 
give lessons in pilfering. Patricia 
M. Gleeson directs, with musical 


direction by Jonathan Goldberg. 
The cast ranges in age from 9 to 

17. | Grand Lodge of Masons of 
Massachusetts, 186 Tremont St, 
Boston | 617.424.6634 | Through De 
cempber 30 | Curtain 2 pm Thurs-Fri 
{December 28, 29] | 2 pm Sat-Sun | 
$12-$18 

THE ONION CELLAR | American 
Repertory Theatre collaborates 
with the punk cabaret duo the 
Dresden Dolls on an original the 
ater piece inspired by a chapter of 
Ciinter Crass’s novel Die Blechtrom 


eTin Drum. | Zero Arrow The 
atre, corner of Arrow St + Mass 
Ave, Cambridge | 617.547.8300 
Through January 13 | Curtain 7:30 
pm Tues-Thurs | 8 pm Fri-Sat + 2 
pm Sat | 2 + 7:30 pm Sun [no per 
formances December 24] | $25-$50; 
50 tickets $15 at noon, day of show, 
by phone or in person at ART box 
office, Loeb Drama Center, 64 Brat 
tle St, Cambridge | Carolyn Clay's 
review opposite page 

THE RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS 
SPECTACULAR | The world-famous 
Radio City Rockettes return to the 
Wang Theatre in the extravaganza 
that made its Boston debut in 
2004. This is a touring version of 
the spectacular that has been a 
New York holiday tradition since 
the 1930s, fielding, in addition to 
the Rockettes, Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, Little People playing elves, a 
troupe of Up with People-ish 
singer-dancers, and, in the Living 
Nativity, livestock. Whether done 
up as reindeer or wooden soldiers, 
the Rockettes are skilled and spirit 
ed; their synchronicity is amazing, 
their kicks are shoulder-high, and 
their smiles are as frozen as the 
North Pole itself. But the rest of 
this retro show is a big, gaudy two 
dimensional paean to gift con 
struction, buying, giving, and re- 
ceiving. And isn’t turning the Liv- 
ing Nativity into something out of 
Vegas offensive to believers and 
non-believers alike? | Wang The- 
atre, 270 Tremont St, Boston | 
800.447.7400 | Through December 
31 | Curtain 2 + 7:30 pm Tues|2+8 
pm Wed | 2pm +5 pm + 8 pm Thurs 
|2 pm [no performance December 
29) +5 pm + 8 pm Fri| 11am +2 pm 
+5 pm + 8 pm Sat | 1 pm Sun | $20- 
$77.50 

RESPECT, A MUSICAL JOURNEY | 
Former Vanderbilt University pro- 
fessor Dorothy Marcic is the power 
behind this Cliffs Notes of musical 
feminism, a revue bringing togeth- 
er some four dozen female-associ- 
ated pop oldies, from “I Will Sur 
vive” and “I Am Woman” to “Piece 
of My Heart” and “These Boots Are 
Made for Walking” — all of them 
well sung by Aimee Collier, Ka- 
reema M. Castro, and Tiana 
Cheechia. Unfortunately, Marcic is 
not content to make the point that 
women have sung a lot of great 
songs (the sappy 1982 Charlene hit 
“I've Never Been to Me” notwith- 
standing). She hooks a perfectly 
good evening of cabaret to an on- 
stage narration (by Kathy St. 
George) that combines the author's 
personal history with the social 
history of American women since 
1900, with the civil-rights move- 
ment thrown in for good measure. 
| Stuart Street Playhouse, Radisson 
Hotel, 200 Stuart St, Boston | 
800.447.7400 | Indefinitely | Cur 
tain 8 pm Wed-Fri + 2 pm Wed [sec 
ond + fourth week of the month] | 2 
+ 8 pm Sat | 2 pm + 6 pm [first + 
third week of the month] Sun | $45; 
$40.50 seniors with ID; $22.50 stu- 
dents with ID 30 minutes prior to 
curtain 

THE SANTALAND DIARIES | New 
Repertory Theatre’s Downstage @ 
New Rep series continues with Joe 
Mantello's stage adaptation of 
David Sedaris’s acerb account of 
his experiences as a Christmas elf 
herding shoppers and kiddies 
through Macy’s at holiday time. 
John Kuntz reprises his hilariously 
manic turn as Crumpet, this time 
under Wesley Savick’s direction. 
And Kuntz has added his own ma- 
terial to Sedaris’s for this produc- 
tion. | Arsenal Center for the Arts, 
321 Arsenal St, Watertown | 
617.923.8487 | Through December 31 
| Curtain 7:30 + 10 pm Wed-Thurs | 
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8:30 pm Fri | 4:30 + 8:30 pm Sat | 3 
pm Sun | $25; $20 seniors and 
Mainstage subscribers; $10 stu 
dents 

SHEAR MADNESS | The dramatis 
personae of the audience-partici 
pation whodunit (which is now 
the longest-running non-musical 
in American theater history, hav 
ing run 26 years in Boston) contin 
ue to comb Newbury Street for the 
murderer of a classical pianist who 
lived over the unisex hair salon 
where the show is set. | Charle 
Playhouse Stage Il, 74 Warrenton 
St, Boston | 617.426.5225 | 
Indefinitely | Curtain 8 pm Tues 
Fri | 6:30 + 9:30 pm Sat | 3 + 7:30 
pm Sun | $34 

SILENT NIGHT OF THE LAMBS | 
Ryan Landry and the Gold Dust 
Orphans take a holiday hatchet to 
The Silence of the Lambs in this one, 
serving up Kris Kringle with some 
fava beans and a nice Chianti. Ac 
tually, with “candied yams and a 
nice spiced eggnog,” but that's to 
add holiday flavor to a raucous, 
vulgar, often hilarious spoof of 
the Jonathan Demme film of the 
Thomas Harris thriller that turns 
Hannibal Lecter into a psycho 
Santa “who's been driven to de 
vour more than just a plate of 
stale cookies” and Clarice Starling 
into a demure reindeer detective 
on the track of a killer called the 
Skinner. Landry throws every 
thing from Bambi to Madonna into 
a stew that’s funnier than it is 
scary. But like most Orphans out 
ings, the show's as ingenious as it 
is outrageous. | Ramrod Center for 
the Performing Arts, Machine, 
1254 Boylston St, Boston | 
866.811.4111 | Through December 23 
| Curtain 8 pm Thurs-Sat | $28 
cash, at the door 

THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM 
COUNTY SPELLING BEE | The 
Broadway hit musical that origi 
nated at Barrington Stage Compa 
ny and won a Tony Award for 
Rachel Sheinkin’'s very funny book 
setties into Boston's Wilbur The 
atre for an extended engagement 
James Lapine directs the delight 
ful show, which has a bouncy, 
complicated score by Tony-win 
ning composer William (Falsettos) 
Finn and is concerned with six se 
mi-pathetic but lovable, phoneti 
cally gifted kids (well played by 
twentysomething adults) doing 
battle with fear, self conscious 
ness, and the deep interstices of 
the dictionary as a junior-high 
age spelling competition progress 
es to the last kid standing. There 
are, in addition to the actors vying 
nightly, four spellers selected 
from the audience; they are given 
witty, personalized introductions 
when they come to the mike to 
face the orthographic music and, 
up to a point, allowed to stand or 
fall on their merits. | Wilbur The- 
atre, 246 Tremont St, Boston | 
617.931. ARTS | Through December 
31 | Curtain 7:30 pm Tues-Thurs | 8 
pm Fri | 2+ 8 pm Sat/1+5:30 pm 
Sun | $25-$75 

365 DAYS/365 PLAYS | From 
November of 2002 to November 

of 2003, Pulitzer-winning play- 
wright (for Topdog/Underdog) 
Suzan-Lori Parks wrote a play a 
day for a year, The resulting play 
cycle “is a daily meditation on an 
artistic life. Some are very short, 
less than a page, others last 
forever.” Now, as part of the 

365 National Festival, theaters 
across the country are putting 
them on, one week at a time. 
TheatreZone is the first Boston- 
area troupe to get on the 
bandwagon, staging the plays 
from December 25 through 31 for 
the Northeast region. (Company 
One, Lyric Stage Company of 
Boston, New Repertory Theatre, 
Nora Theatre, and Zeitgeist Stage 
are signed on for later weeks.) 

Six directors and more than 20 
actors will participate in “an 
informal staging of the seven 
short plays followed by a year-end 
celebration at Chelsea Theatre 
Works.” | Chelsea Theatre Works, 
189 Winnisimmet St. , Chelsea | 
617.887.2336 | December 30 | 
Curtain 8 pm Sat | Free 
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his year were looking forward 

to dance performances at the 

Barbara Lee Family Foundation 

Theater the new ICA but the 

ICA’s opening was postponed 
from September to December, and the 
dance performances found other venues 
or were moved into 2007. Instead, we got 
visits from two of the world’s best ballet 
companies, a flock of Swan Lakes, and 
Mark Morris old and new including a 
Boston Ballet commission and the first 
Boston performance Moderato 
ed il Penseroso since 1994. Here’s 2006 as 
seen by Marcia B. Siegel, Debra Cash, 
and myself. 


That would be the three Swan Lakes we 
were treated to, one gray and gorgeous 
from the Kirov Ballet, one graceful and 
elegant (along with a sleepy Sleeping 
Beauty) from the Tchaikovsky Perm Ballet, 
under former Boston Ballet principal 
Natalia Akhmarova, and one gay 
Harlequin Romance, the all-male-swan 
version from Matthew Bourne. This last, 
with its parody the British royal family 
and its men fluffy white leggings, 

was lots of fun, even if there wasn’t 
much dancing. 


LONDON CALLING 

The Kirov wasn’t the only high-profile 
ballet visitor this year — the Bank of 
America Celebrity Series also brought 
the Royal the Boston premiere Ken- 
neth MacMillan’s Manon. With its art 
prostituted politics, per- 
haps wasn’t the best choice (why not 
Frederick Ashton?), but we did get three 
delectable Manons in Tamara Rojo, Alina 
Cojocaru, and Zenaida Yanowsky, plus 
former Boston Ballet principal Sarah 
Lamb now Royal principal 
Lescaut’s mistress, though she’d have 
been even more fetching without 
MacMillan’s trademark red hooker wig. 


Boston dancing. The “Grand Slam” quar- 
tet contemporary work Helen Pick- 
ett’s Etesian, Jorma Elo’s PlantoB, Mark 
Morris’s Up and Down, Val Caniparoli’s 
Lambarena — was more down than up, and 
many were puzzled why got two 
weeks and Frederick Ashton’s poignant 
Fille Mal Gardée only one. Jorma Elo’s Car- 
men, set to Rodion Shchedrin’s Bizet 
suite, was an intriguing, if not always lu- 
cid, experiment that looked evanescent 
next George Balanchine’s Serenade. 
company that can get down for Les Noces 
and for Serenade would seem going 
the right direction, and yet the Don 
Quixote and Nutcracker that finished out the 
year bespoke a degree of bland and gener- 
that was foreign Boston Ballet 
decade ago, and these days bravura is 
spelled J-o-e-l P-r-o-u-t-y. 


MARK MORRIS OLD AND NEW 
In January, Mark Morris Dance Group 
brought one his defining works, 
il Moderato ed il Penseroso, to town for the first 
time dozen years. March saw the 
world premiere Morris’s and Down, 
piece commissioned by Boston Ballet; he 
had his usual weekend Jacob’s Pillow, 
and caught his Mostly Mozart Festi- 
val-commissioned Mozart Dances Lincoln 
Center. can obvious the ways 
illustrates music; he’s most appealing 
when his ideas don’t depend wholly the 
musical structure. 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

Not yet 40, Bolshoi Ballet director Alexei 
Ratmansky already choreographing for 
New York City Ballet. His contribution to 
NYCB’s Diamond Project was called Russian 
Seasons, and though that might have you 
envisioning khovorods and trepaks danced 
simulated birch grove peasants 
earth-toned costumes, he combines steps 
new ways, gives his charged virtuosity 
spaces to breathe, and creates a communi- 
(it suggested Les Noces) through con- 
stantly modulating stream dancing. 


AND THE HOME Twyla Tharp’s The Times They Are 
The year’s Boston Ballet highlight the other hand, misfired. Bob Dylan 
idiomatic-looking performance Bro- Billy Joel (whose music Tharp turned in- 


nislava Nijinska’s Les Noces, part “An 
Evening Russian Dance,” program 
that attested more the richness 
Russian tradition than the virtuosity 


to Movin’ Out), and Dylanology, imported 
into the show, makes you ask more of the 
characters and leaves you less satisfied 
with the tinsel. 


‘Allegro, fuss 
and feathers, and 


MARK MORRIS OLD 
LAllegro about 
the cosmos? Or is 

about us? 


OUT THIS WORLD 

Butoh dance has look, base line 
physical dislocation, from which in- 
timate essays and spectacular the- 
ater can develop. The Japan Soci- 
ety Boston brought taste 

the real thing with single 
performance of GooSayTen’s To the 
White, to the Sky at Zero Arrow The- 
atre. Morita Itto and Takeuchi Mi- 
slipped from one presence 
another, shedding their cos- 
tumes like insect skins, expos- 
ing new possibilities under- 
neath. The performance was 
shattering its unexpectedness, 
a trip to chaos and beyond. 


LEXINGTON, CONCORD, 
AND ARLINGTON 

This year’s Tapestry evening 
the National Heritage Mu- 
Lexington was, al- 
ways, full camaraderie and 
enthusiasm. Arlington, 
Rhythm the Regent was old- 
fashioned evening tap dancing 
and tap-inflected variety acts. 
And Summer Stages Dance 
Concord brought us John Jasperse’s Prone, 
Anna Myer’s All Once, Karole Armitage’s 
In this dream that dogs me, and “Three 
Women Solo,” which this year comprised 
Risa Steinberg, Nora Chipaumire, and 
Peggy Baker. 


PILLOW TALK 

The highlight the Jacob’s Pillow season 
might have been the premiere young 
Finnish choreographer Tero Saarinen’s 
Borrowed Light, which borrowed the Shaker 
hymn “Simple Gifts” its quaking heart. 
The Pillow also brought Spanish chore- 
ographer Nacho Duato’s Na- 
cional de Danza 2, Suzanne Farrell Ballet, 
Pacific Northwest Ballet (Val Caniparoli’s 
Lambarena looking every bit touristy 
did on Boston Ballet), Karole Armitage, 
and, always, Mark Morris. 


JEWELS BALLET’S CROWN 
Although George Balanchine’s Jewels 
evening-length trio ballets, Emeralds, 
Rubies, and Diamonds, that Mr. made 
ballet, it’s never been seen complete 


= ~ 


LONDON CALLING 
ugly stepsister. 


here. (Boston Ballet has done Rubies on 
its own.) But this year did get per- 
formance the Paris Opera Ballet that 
was shown PBS and released DVD. 
These French dancers have the technical 
chops Balanchine, and the musicali- 
besides; it’s too bad the camerawork 
can’t always expand match the chore- 
ography. The Kirov did Jewels New York 
2003; how about Boston the 
company’s next visit? 


LAST BUT NOT LEAST 

David Parker’s Nut/Cracked Concord 
Academy; Noche Flamenca at the Majes- 
tic; Larry Keigwin Zero Arrow; Sean 
Curran Company the Dance New Ams- 
terdam complex New York; Susan Mar- 
shall’s Cloudless Montclair State Univer- 
sity; Jody Sperling Cambridge Multicul- 
tural Arts Center; Debra Bluth’s Beauty, 
Danger, Life (and it all pleased her) at Zero 
Arrow; Judith Chaffee’s Still Time Boston 
University Dance Theater; Anne Teresa 

Fase the Steve Reich 
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NEW AND IMPROVED The Diller Scofidio Renfro-designed ICA opened the waterfront. 


reserved flayed corpses the Muse- 
and Paris fashion collections the 
Museum Fine Arts, underground 
art the Rhode Island School 
Design Museum, beavers Mass College 
Art was that kind year, capped off 
the arrival the new Institute Contempo- 
Tary Art. Here’s look what got seen 
Greg Cook, Christopher Millis, Sharon 
Steel, David Eisen, and myself. 


NEW AND IMPROVED 

After three-month postponement, the 
new Diller Scofidio ICA 
finally opened, spreading its fourth-floor 
gallery space over Boston Harbor 
were about set sail. Will revitalize 
Boston art? Will revitalize the waterfront? 
And will fit with the new City Hall? 
Only time will tell. 


WHERE’S OUR WUNDER? 
Dazzling and inspiring the RISD Muse- 
um, “Wunderground” offered a floor-to- 
ceiling survey practically every poster 
produced advertise under-the-radar Prov- 
idence shenanigans from 1995 2005, plus 
Shangri-la-la-land, sculptural vil- 
lage” nine artists that aimed represent 
the best the current scene. The Man 
smashed the old brick building 2002 
erect supermarket; still, Fort Thunder’s 
ghost lingers. You wonder how this scene 
got past the ICA. 


THAT VISION THING 

“Sensorium: Embodied Experience, Technol- 
ogy and Contemporary Art” MIT’s List Vi- 
sual Arts Center addressed the intersection 
technology and physical sensation, with six 


international artists working media rang- 
ing from sweat-scented walls headgear 
that allowed you to see what others were see- 
ing. Brandeis’s Rose Art Museum, “Bal- 
ance and Power: Performance and Surveil- 
lance Video Art” looked how the emer- 
gence video art the 1960s corresponded 
with the government’s use surveillance 
equipment, photos, and videos tools 
thwarting anti-war and civil-rights protest- 
ers; yet also showed artists filming unsus- 
pecting subjects and employing surveillance 
footage element artistic production. 


DUST DUST? 

In 1977, German scientist Dr. Gunther von 
Hagens invented new way preserving 
corpses for anatomical study that entailed 
the body’s water tissue with fluid 
plastics. Result? “Body Worlds,” exhibitions 
plastinated bodies, frequently wacky 
poses, that have been donated by their one- 
time owners. “Body Worlds came the 
Museum Science this summer, and the 
Tesponse necessitated extra evening viewing 
hours. Who can resist good old-time freak 
show given the respectable imprimatur 
science and edumacation? Especially one 
that raises the oldest question: what hap- 
pens after we’re gone? 


AGOOD YEAR 

The MFA didn’t serve any blockbusters 
the order of the Met’s “Fra Angelico” (see #7), 
but with shows that included “Facets of Cu- 
bism,” “Degas to Picasso: Modern Masters,” 
“David Hockney Portraits” (complete with 
trenchant and edifying appearance the 
artist), Laura McPhee’s “River of No Return,” 
“Americans in Paris 1860-1900,” “Domains 
of Wonder: Masterworks of Indian Paint- 


and sou 


ing,” and “Fashion Show: Paris Collections 
6,” had nothing apologize for. 


2006, 

WIND FROM 

THE EAST 

“Bellini and the East” the Isabella Stew- 
art Gardner Museum chronicled the journey 
made by Gentile (not his better-known 
brother Giovanni) Bellini Istanbul 
1479, the conclusion peace between 
Venice and the Ottoman Empire, in re- 
sponse Sultan Mehmed request 
Venetian painter. The MFA’s “Domains 
Wonder: Masterworks Indian Painting,” 
with more than 100 paintings from the 
the igth century, reminded that till, 
say, Hollywood films, there was little visual 
art seductively romantic Indian minia- 
tures. And the breathtaking “Cosmophilia,” 
at Boston College’s McMullen Museum, as- 
sembled more than 100 works from the 
David Collection Copenhagen study 
decoration figures, calligraphy, geome- 
try, floral pattern emerging from the Is- 
lamic cultures Western Europe East 
Asia from the seventh to the 19th century. 


ANGEL ART 

Modern art arose in the 15th century, at 
the dawn of Renaissance humanism, 
when artists began paint what they saw 
rather than what they knew. Nothing 
could less modern than Fra Angelico, 
whose “figures” are relationships rather 


DUST DUST? “Body Worlds had them lining 
the Museum Science. 


Now for the big question: will the 
new ICA fit with the new City Hall? 


than individuals. Even without that part 
— the major part — of his work that’s im- 
movable, like the San Marco frescoes in 
Florence, the “Fra Angelico” show at the 
Met challenged you think about visible 
and invisible art. 


SUMMER OUT THE CITY 
The Peabody Essex “Painting 
Summer in New England” spanned just 
about every possible concept of summer; it 
didn’t have much focus, but it did have you 
asking what summer meant New Eng- 
land, especially in the “girls of summer” 
work of Frank Benson and Edmund Tarbell. 
the Sterling and Francine Clark Institute 
of Art, “The Clark Brothers Collect: Impres- 
sionist and Early Modern Paintings” record- 
the collecting war between Sterling and 
Stephen Clark, heirs 
the Singer Sewing Machine fortune, with 
their acquisitions major Manets and 
Renoirs and Monets and Van Goghs and 
Cézannes, Sargents and Hoppers and Ma- 
tisses — hung side by side to make you 
think about who bought what and why. 


WORTHY NOTE 

“Dana Schutz: Works from 2002-2005” at the 
Rose; “Frank Stella 1958” at the Sackler; “The 
Beaver Project: An Exhibition by Shintaro 
Miyake” and “Crafty” Mass College Art; 
“America Starts Here: Kate Ericson and Mel 
Ziegler” at the List; Ryan McGinness at 
Montserrat College Art; 


sic Vintage Photographs: 
1932-1986” at Gallery Kayafas. 


LAST BUT 

NOT LEAST 

GALLERY WITH THE BEST 
RECORD OF GETTING ITS ART 
INTC LOCAL MUSEUMS | 
Bernard Toale Gallery: Sara 
Walker at the Rose, Laura 
McPhee at the MFA, Greg 
Mencoff group show 
the Fitchburg Art Museum, 
etc. BEST UNOFFICIAL ART 
PRETENDING TO BE OFFICIAL | 
Matthew Hicman’s charm- 
ingly unwelcoming guerrilla 
art bench Jamaica Pond. 
BEST ART EVENT The draw- 
ings Palestinian children 
that were kicked out Bran- 
deis and then rehung 
Stata Center. The work 
itself was only okay, but for 
such tiny, seat-of-the- 
pants, student-organized 
show, accomplished what 
set out do. The contro- 
versy landed the front 
page the Globe and for 
few days everybody was talk- 
ing aboutit. 


JIMMEY LEBLANC 


“Dr. Harold Edgerton: Clas- 
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MARTIN GALLERIES 


77 Newbury St, Bo 


ing: Robert Deyber 
NIELSEN GALLERY | 617 266.4835) 
179 Newbury St. Boston | Tues-Sat 10 
am-5:30 pm | Through Jan 13: Jane 
Smaildone and Sachiko Akiyama 
PEPPER GALLERY | 617 236.4497 
38 Newbury St. Boston S-Fri1o 
rough Dec 23: Stanley Bielen 
RICHARDSON- CLARKE GALLERY 
617.266.3321 | 38 Newbury St, Boston 
Tues-Fri 10 am-s5 pm; Sat 11 
pm | Ongoing rican & European 
igth & 20th Century Paintings & 
Drawings 
ROLLY-MICHAUX GALLERY 
617.536.9898 | 290 Dartmouth St 
Boston | Tues-Fri 1: am-4 pm; Sat 11 
am-5:30 pm | Through Dec 30: “The 
First Forty Years” 
ST. GEORGE GALLERY | 
617.450.0321 | 245 Newbury St 
Boston | Tues-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm; 


Sun noon-s5 pm | Through Jan 31: 


Newbury tet 
THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY 
STREET GALLERY 866 


SOUTH END 


ARS LIBRI | 617.357.4212 | S00 Harr 
n Ave, Boston | Mon-Sat 11 am~-5:30 
lection features 
arly books in the fine 
Through Dec 30: Vin« 
Szarek: “Amorphous and Furmm 
BERENBERG GALLERY 
6.0800 | 4 Clarendon St, Boston 
Tues-Sat 11 am-6 pm | Through Jan 
6: “In From the West Coast: Works 
by Bay Area Artists with Disab 
BERNARD TOALE GALLERY 


0 Harrison Ave 


617.53 


ilities” 


n Rosner 
avid Hilliard “The 
\ Studio Vi 
BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Milis Gallery | 617.426.5000 | 539 
Boston | Sun, Wed-Thurs 
9ON-10 
S@3S: 
Center for the Art 
(AMOND NEWMAN FINE ARTS 
78 8.47 9g 98 | 450 Harrison Ave, Suite 
Sat 
onth 


c 30: “Homage to 


is 


ough tudic 
the 


GENOVESE /SULLIVAN GALLERY 
617.426.9738 | 450 Harrison Ave 
Suite 47, Boston ‘ed-Sat 10:30 
5 n 3: “Soul 
for Sous 
HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN 
ART | 617.442.8204 | 2164 Washing- 
ton St, Boston | Thurs-Sat noon-6 


pm; Sun noon-5 pm | Closed Sept 4 


Th gh Ja 


3: “Yoruba 
KINGSTON GALLERY 617.423.4113 
450 Harrison Ave, Boston | Tues-Sat 

n | Through Dec 23: J 
Ancest Miah } 

Through the Petals 
RHYS GALLERY | 617 357.7497 
Harrison Ave, Boston | Wed-Sun 11 
am-6 pm | Through Jan 27: Heidi 
Hove Pedersen and Christi Rinklin 
SAMSON PROJECTS | 617.357.7177) 
450 Harrison Ave, Boston | Wed-Sat 11 
am-5 pm | Thre ugh Dec 30: Jeffrey 

bson: “Talkin’ Smack 
SOPRAFINA GALLERY | 
617.728.0770 | 73 Thayer St, Boston 
Wed-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | Through 
Dec 30: Susan Demchak and Claudia 
Coulette: “White Paper. Black Ink 
SPACE OTHER | 617.451.3500) 63 
Wareham St, Boston | Thurs-Sat 11 
ough Dec 31: “A 


am-6 pm | Th 


Forest 


DOWNTOWN 


GALLERY AT TWIG | Hote! Common- 
wealth | 617.267.8929 | soo Comm 
Ave, Boston | Tues-Sat 1 am-6 pm 
gh Dec 31: Harry Folsom 
mall Works 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 


ARTSPACEG@'G | 781.321.8058 | 16 
Princeton St, Maiden | Noon-s pm | 
Through Feb 17: “Four Compositions 
by Four Maldonians” 

GREEN STREET GALLERY | 
617.522.0000 | 141 Green St, jamaica 
Plain | Tues-Wed 6-9; Thurs 11 am-2 
pm + 6-9 pm; Sat 2-5 pm | Through 
Dec 31: Deb Todd Wheeler: “Live Ex 
periments in Human Energy Ex 
change” 

HONAN-ALLSTON BRANCH LI- 
BRARY | 617.787.6313 | 300 North 


Harvard St, Allston | Mon, Wed 

noon-8; Tues 

Fr i-Sa 
h 

SECOND GALLERY 617.566.1022 | 

ton | Wed 

Sat noon-6 pm | Through Jan 7 

“Wilderlar.d: Second Callery Draw 

ing Exhibition” 


, Thurs 10 am-6 p 


1-5 pm | Through Dec 2 23 


616 East Second St, South B 


CAMBRIDGE 
SOMERVILLE 
WATERTOWN 


BAAK GALLERY | 617.354.0407 | 35A 
Brattle St, Cambridge | Mon-Sat 10:30 
am mm, Sun 1-6 pm | Through Jan 
9: “Stills & Lands” 
BRICKBOTTOM GALLERY | 
617.776.3410 | 1 Fitchburg St 
Somerville | Thurs-Sat noon-s5 pm | 
Through Dec 23: “Art Market at Brick 
bottom Callery” 
CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL | CAC 
Gallery | 617.349.4380 | $7 Inman St 
Cambridge | Mon-Wed, Fri 8:30 am-s 
pm; Thurs 8:30 am-8 pm | Through 
Jan 19: Randal Thurston: “The Night 
Garden 
CAMBRIDGE SEVEN ASSOCIATES | 
617.492.7000 | 1050 Mass Ave, Camm 
bridge | Call for hours | Through Jan 
30: Lou Bakanowsky: “Sculpture: Se 
lections from the Years of the Secret 
Labors” 
CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL 
ARTS CENTER | 617.577.1400} 42 
Second St, Cambridge | Mon-Wed, Fri 
10 arn-6 pm; Thurs 10 am-8 pm | 
Through Jan 26: Joan Ryan: In 
Memoriam: Honoring Rev. Dr. M. L 
Kir Ir " | Through Feb 2: Auoyen 
Truong: “Viet 
Folklore &Or al Histories A Painter's 
Journey” 
GALLERY AT 38 CAMERON | 
617.492.2848 | 38 Cameron Ave, Cam 
bridge | Tues-Wed noon-5 pm 
Through Dec 29: Beth Calston: “En 
vironmental Sculpture” | Kelvy Bird | 
Lou Jones 
KATHRYN SCHULTZ GALLERY 
Cambridge Art Association | 
617.876.0246 | 25 Lowell St, Cam 
bridge | Tues-Sat 11 am-5 pm, Sun 1-5 
pm | Through Jan 4: “Blue” 
MOROCCAN CARAVAN GALLERY 
AND SHOWROOM | 617 314.7002! 
285 Washington St, Somerville | Wed 
Sun noon-6 pm | Through Dec 23 
Unique Ite from Morocco: Holi 
day Sale” | Ongoing: Authentic 
Handmade Moroccan Arts and Crafts 
OUT OF THE BLUE GALLERY | 
617.354.5287 | 106 Prospect St, Cam- 
bridge | Daily 9 am-8 pm | Through 
Dec 31: Barry Shuchter: “Work and 
Other Sites Ougsing: of the 
Earth” | Anne Goldberg: New Work 
PIERRE MENARD GALLERY | 
617.868.2033 | 10 Arrow St, Cam 


bridge | Call for hours | Through jan 1: 


Christian Bastian | Through Jan 15: 
’ o Central and Eastern Euro 
pean Modernism” 
THREE COLUMNS GALLERY | 
617.495.4826 | 10 Cowperthwaite St 
Cambridge | Call for hours | Through 
Jan 9: Brain Adgate 
UNIVERSITY PLACE GALLERY | 
Cambridge Art Association | 
617.876.0246 | 124 Mt. Auburn St 
Cambridge | Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 
9 am-1 pm | Through jan 4: “Blue” 
WASHINGTON STREET ART CEN- 
TER | 617.623.5315 | 321 Washington 
St, Somerville | Sat noon-4 pm | 
Th rough Dec 21: Rebecca Arnoldi: 
“Speaking in Silence: The Visual 
Language of Nature” 


BROOKLINE 
NEWTON 


GASP | 617.731.2500 | 362 Boylston 
St, Brookline | Thurs-Sat 11 am-s5 
pm | Through Jan 27: “Mediate Me” 


GATEWAY ARTS | 617 
62 Harvard St, Brookline | Mon-Fri 
9-4:30; Sat noon-s | Through Jan 6 
100 Under 100 
NEWTON FREE LIBRARY | 
617.796.1360 | 330 Homer St, New- 
ton | Mon-Thurs 9 am-9 pm; Fri 9 
am-6 pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm | 
Through Dec 28: Kiriv Slavko: 
“Stairs to. . .” | Kelly Carmody: 
“Portraits in Oil” 
VINFEN WEBSTER HOUSE | 
617.739.5461 | 20 Webster Pl, Brook 
line Village | Mon-Fri 4-6:30 pm | 
Through Jan 31: “In My Shoes” 


734.1577 


SUBURBS: SOUTH 


SOUTH SHORE ART CENTER | 
781.383.2787 | 119 Ripley Rd, Co- 

hasset | Mon-Sat 10 am-4 pm; Sun 
noon-4 pm | Through Dec 31: “Ma- 
jor/Minor 


SUBURBS: NORTH 


LYNNARTS | 781.598.5244 | 25 Ex- 
change St, Lynn | Mon-Fri 10 am-3 
pm | Through Jan 4: “Holiday 
Show" 

WALSINGHAM GALLERY | 
978.499.4411 | 47 Merrimac St, New- 
buryport | Mon 10 am-4 pm; Tues, 
Sun noon-5 pm; Wed-Thurs 10 am-5 
pm; Fri-Sat 10 am-6 pm | Through 
Dec 31: “The Holiday Show” 


SUBURBS: WEST 


AMAZING THINGS ART CENTER | 
508.405.ARTS| ss Nicholas Rd 
Framingham | Call for hours | 
Through Dec 29: “Students on Dis 
play” 

BALDWIN HILL ART & FRAMING | 
508.720.0370 | 41 Summer St, Nat 
ick | Tues-Sat 10 am-6 pm | 
Through Jan 15: Gregory Dol 
nikowski: Sunsets & Abstracts” 
BELMONT GALLERY OF ART | 
617.484.5727 | 19 Moore St, Bel- 
mont | Tues, Thurs, Fri 8 am-4 pm 
| Through Dec 21: Jane Shapero 
“Rete-Chromes” 

BRUSH ART GALLERY | 
978.459.7819 | 256 Market St. Low- 
ell | Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm; Sun 
noon-4 pm | Through Dec 31: “Hol 
iday Marketplace 2006” 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NAT- 
ICK | 508.647.0097 | 14 Summer St 
Natick | Tues-Sat, noon-6 pm; Sun 
1-3 pm | Through Dec 29: Don 
Curewitz: “Portraits of Our World 
Photographs from the Four Cor 
ners of the Globe” | Howie Axelrod 
CLARK GALLERY | 781.259.8303) 
Mall at Lincoln Station, 145 Lincoln 
Rd, Lincoln | Tues am-5 pm | 
Through Dec 23: “ rsary Sa 
lon Show 

GALLERY X | 508.992.2675 | 169 
William St, New Bedford | Wed-Sun 
11 am-3 pm; second Thurs of the 
month 5-9 pm | Through Dec 31 
“Xmas Show” 

NOBLE AND GREENOUGH 
SCHOOL ARTS CENTER | 
781.320.7227 | Foster Gallery | 10 
Campus Dr, Dedham | Mon-Fri 9 
am-s5 pm | Through Jan s: “Strange 
Turns of the Mind's Road” | Ongo 
ing: “New Landscapes” 

119 GALLERY | 978.452.8138) 119 
Cheimsford St, Lowell | Tues-Sun 12- 
5 pm | Through Jan 12: “I Had the 
Strangest Dream” 


CAPE COD 


LOUISA GOULD GALLERY | 
508.693.7373 | 13 Beach St, Vineyard 
Haven, Martha's Vineyard | Daily 9 
am-6 pm | Through Dec 23: “Holiday 
Show” 


MUSEUMS 


AMERICAN TEXTILE HISTORY MU- 
SEUM | 978.441.0400 | 491 [ 

Lowell | Tues-Fri 9 

10 am-5 pm | Ad n $6; $4 sen 
iors, students, ages 6-16; free for 
ages 6 and under | The na 
largest collection of a 
documents relating to Ar 
tile manufacture 
ARMENIAN LIBRARY AND MUSE- 
UM OF AMERICA | 617.926.2562) 65 
Main St, Watertown | Thurs 6-9 pm; 
Fri-Sun 1-5 pm | Admission $2 | 
Through Dec 31: “Undercover: Ar 
menian Textiles of Bed and Bath” | 
Through Jan 31: “The Word of God: 
Armenian Il] tions” | Through 
March 31: “Out of the Vault: High 
lights from the Collection” | Ongo 
ing: “The Armenian Genocide: In 
Memoriam” 

ART COMPLEX MUSEUM | 
781.934.6634 | 189 Alden St, Duxbury | 
Wed-Sun 1-4 pm | Free | Permanent 
collection features Shaker furniture, 
prints, American paintings, and 
Japanese art | Through Jan 14: “Cura- 
tors’ Choice: China” 

BOSTON ATHEN/EUM | 
617.227.0270 | 10 1/2 Beacon St 
Boston | Guided tours Tues and Thurs 
3 pm | Mon 8:30 am-8 pm; Tues-Fri 
8:30 am-5:30 pm; Sat 9 am-4 pm 
BOSTON BEER MUSEUM AND ViISI- 
TORS’ CENTER | 617.522.9080 | 30 
Germania St, jamaica Plain | Tours 
Thurs-Fri 2 pm; Sat noon, 1, 2pm | 
Admission $2 | View two centuries of 
beer memorabilia and learn about 
the brewing process 

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY | 
617.536.5400 | Copley Square, Boston 
| Mon-Thurs 9 am-9 pm; Fri-Sat 9 
am-5 pm; Sun i-5 pm | Art and archi- 
tecture tours offered Mon 2:30 pm; 
Tues, Thurs 6 pm; Fri-Sat 1 am; Sun 
2pm 

— Wiggin Gallery | Through Jan 7: 
Sears Callagher, 1869-1955 

— John Adams Library | Through 
April 1: “John Adams Unbound” 
CAPE COD MUSEUM OF NATURAL 
HISTORY | 800.896.3867 | 869 Rte 
6A, Brewster | Mon-Sat 9:30 am-4:30 
pm; Sun, 11 am-4:30 pm | Admission 
$8; $7 seniors; $3.50 children | Pro 
grams, wa classes, and field 
schools on the museum's three na- 
ture trails through woodlands, salt 
marsh, unspoiled beach, and Cape 
Cod’s largest he g run | Indoor ex. 
hibits represent t ‘ape’s native 
surroundings, from reptiles and in- 
sects to shells, minerals, and fossils, 
and include both the Clarence Hay 
Library for natural history informa 
tion and an on-site archaeology lab | 
Ongoing: “The Cape Takes Shape” | 
“What About Whales? 

CAPE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS | 
508.385.4477 | Cape Playhouse, Rte 
6A, Dennis Village | Tues-Sat 10 am-5 
pm; Thurs 10 am-8:30 pm, Sun 12-5 
pm | Admis 7; free for ages 18 
and under and on Sat before 1 pm | 
Permanent collection features works 
by Ross Moffett, Arthur Diehl, 
William Paxton, Arnold Geissbuhler, 
Oliver Newberry Chaffee, and Sig 
Purwin 

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 
617.426.6500 | 300 Congress St 
Boston | Daily 10 am-s5 pm; Fri10 
am-9 pm | Admission $9; $7 seniors, 
children 2-15; $2 for one-year-olds | 
Free parent-child activities include 
“ZOOMSci challenge” Fri 3-5 pm + 
Sat-Sun 2-4 pm, “Come Sing and 
Dance” Wed + Fri 1 am, “Explore 
and Discover Together” Wed 2 pm, 
and “New Balance Climb” | Through 
Dec 31: “Making Waves” | Ongoing 
exhibits: “AIRplay: The Wonders of 
Wind & the Inflatable Art of Jon 


nerica’s tex 


Goldman,” “Boats Afloat,” featuring 
an 800-gallon channel tank; 
“Arthur's World,” characters and set- 
tings from the PBS series; “Japanese 
House,” a two-story house from Ky- 
oto; “Bubbles”; and “Construction 
Zone!”, a kid-sized indoor Big Dig-in 
spired construction site 
COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM | 
617.727.9268 | 220 Morrissey Blvd, Co- 
lumbia Point, Boston | Mon-Fri 9 
am-5 pm; Sat 9 am-3 pm | Free ad 
mission | Ongoing: “Archaeology of 
the Central Artery: Highway to the 
Past” 

DeCORDOVA MUSEUM | 
781.259.8355 | 51 Sandy Pond Rd, 
Lincoln | Tues-Sun 10 am-s5 pm | Ad 
mission $9; $6 students, seniors, 
children 

— 35-acre Sculpture Park | Open daily 
dawn-dusk | Recent additions in- 
clude “Trojan Piggybank,” “Rooster 
Rings,” “Nam June Paik: Requiem for 
the 20th Century,” “Putto 4 over 4” 
— Joyce and Edward Linde Gallery, Ar- 
cade Gallery, and Phyllis and jerome 
Lyle Rappaport Media Space Gallery | 
Through Jan 7: “Going Ape: Con- 
fronting Animals in Contemporary 
Art” 

— Dewey Family Gallery | Through 
Oct 2007: “Approaches to Narrative” 
— Foster Gallery and Hallway Gallery | 
Through Jan 2007: William Tucker: 
“Horses” 

— Museum School Gallery | Through 
Fall 07: “Approaches to Narrative” 

— Phyllis and jerome Lyle Rappaport/ 
Media Space Gallery | Through April 
22: Julie Miller: “Abstract Videos” 

— Roof Terrace | Ongoing: Nina Levy: 
Headlong and Big Baby 

EMILY DICKINSON MUSEUM | 
413.542.8162 | 280 Main St, Amherst | 
Wed-Sat 10-5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Cuid- 
ed tours: “Emily Dickinson's World” 
and “This Was a Poet” 

ERIC CARLE MUSEUM OF PICTURE 
BOOK ART | 413 .658.1100| 125 West 
Bay Rd, Amherst | Tues-Sat 10 am-4 
pm; Sun noon-4 pm | Admission $7; 
$5 students, seniors, teachers, ages 
18 and under | Picture-book art from 
around the world | Through March 
22: Quentin Blake: “The Theater of 
the Page” 

FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM | 
978.345.4207 | 185 Elm St, Fitchburg | 
Tues-Sun noon-4 pm | Admission $7; 
$5 students, seniors; free for ages 12 
and under | Through Jan 21: “Inspir- 
ing Minds Through Art” | Through 
Jan 27: “360 Degrees in Fitchburg: 
Contemporary Sculpture from the 
Boston Sculpture Gallery” 

FOREST HILLS CEMETERY | 
617.524.0128 | 95 Forest Hills Ave, Ja- 
maica Plain | Daily 8 am-sundown | 
Free | Victorian landscape with 19th 
century and contemporary sculpture 
path with work by Fern Cunning- 
ham, Kahlil Gibran, John Wilson, 
and others 

FRANKLIN PARK Z00 | 617 .541.L!- 
ON | 1 Franklin Park Rd, Boston | Daily 
10 am-4 pm | Admission $8.50; $4.50 
ages 2-12, plus $1 for admission to 
Butterfly Landing | Home to more 
than 150 species of mostly endan 
gered or threatened animals includ- 
ing snow leopards | “Ciraffe Savan- 
nah”; “Kalahari Kingdom”; “But- 
terfly Landing”; “Tropical Forest”; 
“Australian Outback Trail”; and 
“Bongo Congo,” with bongo ante- 
lope, zebras, ostrich, ibex, aoudad 
sheep, and vultures 

FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM | 
508.588.6000 | 455 Oak St, Brockton | 
Daily 10 am-s pm | Admission $8; $5 
students, seniors; free for ages 12 
and under | Permanent collection 
features more than 4000 pieces of 
19th- and 2oth-century American art 
and crafts | Through Feb 25: Nichole 
Chesney: “Sky/Water” 

HARRISON GRAY OTIS HOUSE | 
617.227.3956 | 141 Cambridge St, 


nit 
| 
en Adm n to the following é e am-8 f Sunn 6 pm | Features 
unie t not addit re than 10 nited edition can 
Li . ! many es are ope vas lithographs by Thomas Kinkade 
: except where ind d otherwise. Callerie 
Photography 
ler 
927.4400 
Mon-Sat 10 
am-6 pr; Sun noon-5 pm | Through 
} Dec 71 ff the Wall 3” | Through Z 
3 “ March 31: “Photomicrography: Art Boston | Tues-Sat 10:30 ain-5:30 pm | a 
Tues-Fri 10 am-5:30 pm | Through 
4 Jan 23 Chuck Close, Philip Custon 
Jenny Holzer, Donald Judd, Sol Le 
” witt, Sally Moore, Julian Opie, Lil 
ah iana Porter, Richard Serra, and Kiki 
n-Sat 10 
©. Steve 
s-Sat 9 the Tree 
Moni 
New 
b 3 
pm; Sun noon-6 pm | Through Jan 
15: “Holiday Treasures 
JUDI ROTENBERG GALLERY 
617.437.1518 | 130 Newbury St 
ae Boston | Tues-Sat 10 am-6 pm 
Through Dec 30: Chloe Cerwinka, 
Dey Sean Keenan, and Stephen Sheffield 
617.530.1645 | 201 Newbury St 
ay Boston | Tues-Sat 10 am-6 pm; Sun 
ot noon-5 pm | Ongoing: Calligraphy 
4 and Sunni Painting 
KIDDER SMITH GALLERY 
617.424.6900 | 131 Newbury St 
Bost Mon-Sat 13 am-5:30 pm 
she Through Jan 13: jimi Cleason: “Res 
pm | Ongoing: “20th Century Still 
Mon-Sat 10 am-9 pm; Sun 11 am-7 
j 
3 


Boston | Wed-Sun 11 am-4:30 pm | 
Admission $8; $7 seniors; $2.50 chil- 
dren | Designed by Charles Bulfinch 
in 1796 and restored in the 1970s, the 
mansion provides insight into the 
social, business, and family life of 

e American elite in the New Re- 
public | Guided Tours [all visitation is 
guided) of the house Wed-Sun 1 
am-4 pm on the hour and half-hour 
HERITAGE PLANTATION AMERI- 
CANA MUSEUMS AND GARDENS | 
508.888.3300 | Pine and Grove Sts, 
Sandwich | Daily 10 am-s pm | Admis- 
sion $9; $8 seniors; $4.50 for ages 6- 
18; free for ages 5 and under | Ex 
hibits include “Seeking the Realiza- 
tion of a Dream: The Paintings of Al- 
van Fisher”; “A Gift from the Pottery: 
The Henry A. Street Collection of 
Children’s Mugs”; “World War I, 
1914-1918: The Last Century's War to 
End All Wars”; “Suburban America, 
1930-1970"; plus the J.K. Lilly Ill An- 
tique Automobile Museum and an 
exhibit of Cape Cod Baseball League 
memorabilia 
HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES | 
978.744.0991 | 54 Turner St, Salem | 
Mon-Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun noon-5 
pm | Admission $8; $7 seniors; $6 for 
ages 6-17; free for ages 5 and under | 
The inspiration for Nathaniel 
Hawthorne's novel is the oldest 17th- 
century mansion remaining in New 
England, with furniture and arti- 
facts spanning three centuries, in- 
cluding Hawthorne memorabilia, 
plus Hawthorme’s birthplace, a 19th- 
century counting house, period gar- 
dens, and a visitor center with inter- 
active video, orientation programs, 
and garden café | Currently on view: 
“Digging Up the Past: 330 Years of 
Salem's History at the House of the 
Seven Cables” ; “Images of the Seven 
Cables: Paintings, Prints, and Pho- 
tographs of Salem's Most Illuminat- 
ed Home” 
INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART | 617.266.5152 | 100 Northern 
Ave, Boston | Tues-Wed, Sat-Sun 10 
am-5 pm; Thurs-Fri: 10 am-9 pm | 
Admission $12; $10 students, sen- 
iors; free for children under 12; free 
after 5 pm on “Target Free Thursday 
Nights” | Established in 1936 as the 
first non-collecting contemporary art 
insutution in the US | Permanent 
collection of 21st-century art features 
sculpture, painting, video, photog- 
raphy, and drawing | Through March 
11: Sergio Vega: “Momentum 6” | 
“2006 ICA Artist Prize” | Through 
April 29:"Super Vision” | Ongoing: “A 
First Look at the ICA Collection” 
— Sandra and Gerald Fineberg Art 
Wall | Through Oct 28: Chiho Aoshi- 
ma: “The Divine Cas” 
ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER 
MUSEUM | 617.566.1401 | 280 the 
Fenway, Boston | Tues-Sun 1 am-5 
pm | Admission $12; $10 seniors; $5 
students with ID; free for ages 18 and 
under | Built in the style of a 15th- 
century Venetian palace, the muse- 
um houses more than 2500 art ob- 
jects, with emphasis on Italian Re- 
naissance and 17th-century Dutch 
works and highlights including 
works by Giotto, Rembrandt, Botti- 
celli, Raphael, Titian, and Whistler | 
Cuided tours given Fridays at 2:30 
pm | Through Jan 14: “A Bronze 
Menagerie: Matt Weights of Early 
China” 
JACKSON HOMESTEAD | 
617.552.7238 | $27 Washington St, 
Newton | Tues-Sat 11 am-s pm; Sun 2- 
5 pm | Admission $5; $3 seniors, chil- 
dren | Home of abolitionist William 
Jackson, includes exhibits on New- 
ton and regional history highlight- 
ing the community as an early rail 
road hub and the home itself as a 
stop on the Underground Railroad | 
Children’s gallery features hands-on 
exhibits | Through Jan 2007: “Saved 
from the Dump” | Four-Legged New- 
tons | Ongoing: “Building and Living 
in 20th Century Newton”; “What 
Makes Community: Sense of Place in 
Chestnut Hill, Oak Hill & Thomp- 
sonville” ; “The Jacksons’ Contribu- 
tion to Newton”; “Children’s Gallery 
& Abolition Room” ; “Dolls from 
Around the World” 
JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY AND 
MUSEUM | 617.514.1600 | Morrissey 
Bivd, Columbia Point, Boston | Daily 9 
am-s5 pm | Admission $10; $8 stu- 
dents, seniors, $7 for ages 13-17; free 
for ages 12 and under | Exhibits por- 


traying the life, leadership, and 
legacy of President Kennedy through 
memorabilia, video presentations, 
and settings | Ongoing: “Attorney 
General Robert F. Kennedy”; “Jacque- 
line Bouvier Kennedy: First Lady”; 
“John Clenn and the Space Race”; 
“The Cuban Missile Crisis”; “The 
Nixon v. Kennedy Presidential 
Race”; “The Struggle for Civil 
Rights”; “Mrs. Kennedy's Tour of the 
White House”; “The Kennedy Fami- 
ly;” “Jacqueline Kennedy Travels 
Abroad” | Now open: “Rose Kennedy: 
In Her Own Words” | Through Fall 
2006: “Handmade and Heartfelt: 
Folk Art from the Collections of the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential Li- 
brary” | Through Spring 2007: “A 
Journey Home: John F. Kennedy and 
Ireland” | Ongoing: John Saltonstall 
and Al Webb Collections 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY NA- 
TIONAL HISTORIC SITE | 
617.566.7937 | 83 Beals St, Brookline | 
Wed-Sun 10 am-4:30 pm | Admission 
$3; free for ages 16 and under | Presi- 
dent Kennedy [born in 1917] and his 
family lived in this restored nine- 
room house until 1927; the first 
home shared by the president's fa- 
ther and mother, Joseph P. and Rose 
Fitzgerald Kennedy, it re-creates the 
social and political beginnings of one 
of the world’s most prominent fami- 
lies 

LONGYEAR MUSEUM | 800.277.8943 
| 2225 Boylston St, Rte s, Brookline | 
Mon, Wed-Sat 10 am-4 pm; Sun 1-4 
pm | Free admission | Exploring the 
life of Christian Science founder 
Mary Baker Eddy through artifacts, 
manuscripts, books, and the biogra- 
phical history of early workers in the 
Christian Science Church circa 1910 | 
Located on eight acres including 
flower gardens, a fountain, pool, 
and statues | Ongoing: “Mary Baker 
Eddy: A Spiritual Journey” 
LORING-GREENOUGH HOUSE | 
617.524.3158 | 12 South St, jamaica 
Plain | Open for tours Tues, Sat, 10 
am-noon | Suggested donation $3 | A 
pre-Revolutionary house on the Na- 
tional Register of Historic Places dec- 
orated in period furnishings, cos- 
tumes, and objets d'art 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART | 
413.664.4481 | 87 Marshall St, North 
Adams | Daily 10 am-s5 pm | Admis- 
sion $10; $8 students; $4 for ages 6- 
16; free for ages 6 and under | 
Through Feb 1: “House of Oracles: A 
Huang Yong Ping Retrospective | On- 
going: “Joseph Beuys: Lighting 
with Stag in Its Clare”; “Natalie Jere- 
mijenko: Tree Logic”; “Sound Art at 
MASS MoCA”; Carston Holler’s 
“Amusement Park”; “It’s Elemen- 
tary!” 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS | 
617.267.9300 | 465 Huntington Ave, 
Boston | Sat-Sun 10 am-4:45 pm; 
Mon-Tues 10 am-4:45 pm; Wed-Fri 
10 am-9:45 pm [only West Wing 
open Thurs-Fri after 5 pm] | Admis- 
sion $15; $13 students with college 
ID, seniors; free for ages 17 and un- 
der during non-school hours | Mon- 
Fri: introductory walks through all 
collections 10:30 am, 3 pm | “Art of 
Asia Walks” 11 am | “Art of Europe 
Walks” 11:30 am | “Art of the Americ- 
as Walks” 1:30 pm | “Art of Egypt and 
the Classical World Walks” 2 pm | In- 
troductory walk also offered Wed 
6:15 pm, Sat-Sun 11 am, 1 pm, 2pm, 
3pm 

— Exhibitions: Through Jan 15: Cecily 
Brown | Through Jan 21: “Designing 
the Modern Utopia: Soviet Textiles 
from the Lloyd Cotsen Collection” | 
Through March 18: “Fashion Show: 
Paris Collections 2006” | Through 
May 6: “The Romance of Mod- 
ernism: Paintings and Sculpture 
from the Scott M. Black Collection” | 
Through June 17: Michael Mazur: 
“The Art of the Print” 

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE | 
617.723.2500 | Science Park, Boston | 
Sat-Thurs 9 am-7 pm; Fri, 9 am-9 
pm | Admission $16; $14 seniors; $13 
ages 3-11 | Featuring the Theater of 
Electricity [indoor thunder-and- 
lightning shows daily at noon and 2 
pm and at Fri 7 pm] plus more than 
600 hands-on exhibits | Through Jan 
7: “Body Worlds 2: The Anatomical 
Exhibition of Real Human Bodies” | 
Ongoing: “A Bird’s World” | “Di- 
nosaurs: Modeling the Mesozoic” | 


AND SKIRT AZZEDINE are part “Fashion Show: Paris Collections the MFA. 


“Current Science & Technology Cen- 
ter” | “Journey into Amazing Caves” | 
“Natural Mysteries” ; “Cahners Com- 
puterPlace” | “The Virtual Fish Tank” 
| “The Light House: Beaming, Bounc- 
ing, and Bending Light” | “Mes- 
sages” | “Science in the Park: Playing 
with Forces and Motion” | “Human 
Body Connection” | “The Computing 
Revolution” | “WeatherWise” | “Ro 
bots & Us” 
MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION | 
617.522.6547 | Larz Anderson Park, 15 
Newton St, Brookline | Tues-Sun 10 
am-5 pm | Admission $5; $3 seniors, 
students, ages 6-16 | Exhibits focus 
on the automobile and its role in 
American society | Ongoing: “New 
England Paves the Way” autome 
bile — A Century of Innovation and 
tyle Celebrating the French Auto- 
mobile Industry” 
NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKET- 
BALL HALL OF FAME | 413.781.6500 
| 1150 West Columbus Ave, Springfield 
| Daily 9 am-6 pm | Admission 
$16.99; $13.99 seniors; $11.99 for ages 
5-15 | A 48,000 square foot, three-lev 
el museum highlighting all levels of 
the game, featuring a virtual-reality 
game, irteractive video monitors, a 
movie theater, hoop shoot-out, and 
historic memorabilia | Ongoing: 
“Freedom To Play: The Life & Times 


of Basketball’s African-American Pio- 
neers” 

NATIONAL CENTER OF AFRO- 
AMERICAN ARTISTS | 617.442.8614 
| 300 Walnut Ave, Roxbury | Tues-Sun 
1-5 pm | Admission $4; $3 students, 
seniors | Ongoing: “Aspelta: A Nu 
bian King’s Burial Chamber” 
NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM | 
781.861.6559 | 33 Marrett Rd, Lexing- 
ton | Mon-Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun 
noon-s pm | Free admis 1] 
Through Feb 25: “In Motion: The 
African-American Migration Experi- 
ence” | Through April 22: “Handled 
With Care: The Function of Form in 
Shaker Craft” | Or ng: “American 
Family Treasures” | “Lexington Alar 
NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM | 
617.973.5200 | Centra! Wharf, Boston | 
Mon-Thurs 9 am-6 Fri-Sun 9 
am-7 pm | Admission $13.50; $11.50 
seniors, $7.50 for ages 3-11 | Through 
Oct 29: Daily whale watches cost 
$32.55; $26.25 children under 1: | Call 
617.973.5281 for reservations | More 
than 70 exhibits featuring aquatic 
animals from Boston Harbor to the 
Amazon River plus the 200,000-gal- 
lon ocean tank with sharks, moray 
eels, 600-pound sea turtles, and 
hundreds of other Caribbean crea- 
tures | Now open: “Living Links: 


Choices for Survival” with baby sea 
turtles, poison arrow frogs, and rare 
tropical fish that shows how people 
affect aquatic life both positively and 
negatively around the world 
NEWPORT ART MUSEUM & ART 
ASSOCIATION | 401.848.8200 | 76 
Bellevue Ave, Newport, R! | Mon-Sat 
10 am-4 pm; Sun noon-4 pm 
Through Dec 31; Art League of Rhode 
Members Exhibition | 

2 Florsheim 


gh Jan 21: Ka 
“On the Edge” | T h Jan 28 
“Water to Water: M and Rhode 
Island in Paintings of David Dewey” 
NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM | 
413.298.4100 | g Glendale Rd, Stock 
bridge | Mc 
Sun, 10 am-5 pm | Admission $12; $7 
students, free for ages 18 and under 


m, Fri, 10 am-4 pm; Sat 


largest collection of his paint 
Through Jan 14: “More t 
Artists’ [lustrated Letters from the 
Smithsonian's Archives of American 
Art” | “Saturday Evening Post Cov 
ers” | Ongoing: “The Art of Norman 
Rockwell” 

OLD NORTH CHURCH | 
617.523.6676 | 193 Salem St, Boston | 
Daily 9 am-5 pm | Admission $8; $5 
for ages 15 and under | Built in 1723, 
Boston's oldest church continues as 


an active Episcopal Church with 
services every Sunday 
OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE | 
617.482.6439 | 310 Washington St 
Boston | Daily 10 am-4 pm | Admis 
sion $5; $4 students, seniors; $1 chil 
dren | Now a museum and historic 
site, the Meeting House was built in 
1729 as a Puritan house of worship 
and served as the location for meet 
ings of Colonial revolutionaries | On 
“Behind 


Could Speak” 
OLD STATE HOUSE | 617.720.1713 


6 Washington St, Boston | Daily 9 


ssion free in jan for 

, $4 students, sen 

Ss 6-18 | Ongoing ex- 

e history of Boston 

the Revolution, the history of 
ng, the John Hancock fami 

ins and taverns, and the Massa 

husetts Supreme Judicial Court, 

)lus a Boston reference library and 

photographic resource center at 15 

State St | Ongoing: “Our Favorite 

Things”; “From Colony to Common 

wealth” 

ORCHARD HOUSE/HOME OF THE 

ALCOTTS | 978.369.4118 | 399 Lex 

ington Rd, Concord | Mon-Fri 11 am-3 

pm; Sat 10 am-4:30 pm; Sun 1-4:30 
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PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM 
978.745.9500 | East India Square, Lib 
Salem | Daily 10 
sion $13; 
students; free for ages 16 
American art and archi 
ture and sche, Asian Expc 


tive Americar Ox 


$11 sen 


ns plus numerous parks and peri 
lens and 24 historic properties 


1g, a 200-year 


pri “The Bayes or 
Le poks West” rough June 3: “A 
Sense of Place: An Arti st's Tribute to 
the Seven C re | Ongoing 
"All of My Life Contemporar 'y Works 
by Native American Artists” | “Inter 
sections: Native American Art in a 
New Light” | “Of Gods and Mortals 
Traditional Art from India” | “Epic 
India: Paintings of M. F. Husain” 
REVOLVING MUSEUM | 
978.937.2787 | 22 Shattuck St, Low- 
Thurs-Sun noon-4 pm | 
yugh Feb 3: “Race, Class, Gen 
Does Not Equal Character” 
h March 2007: “Mer 
SKYWALK OBSERVATORY | 
7 udential Building 


17.859.0648 | Pr 
50th Floor, 800 Boylston St, Boston | 


imack 


ily 10 am-10 pm ing 
Aer ial Vic deo 


Dreams 


gs Over Boston 
f the City 


ves in New Land 
verville & the 


SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENC- 
LAND AT THE TO BANKNORTH 
GARDEN | 617 624.1234| 150 Cause- 
way St, Boston | Tues-Sat 10 am-5 
pm; Sun noon-5 pm | Admission $6; 
$4 seniors, ages 6-17; free for ages 6 
and under | Boston sports history 
with exhibits dedicated to the 
Celtics, Bruins, and Boston Carden ! 
Ongoing: “Ted Williams: An Ameri 
can Hero” 

SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS 
413.263.6800 | 220 State St 

Springfield | Ongoing: “The Colden 

Age Dutch Prints and Drawings” 
STERLING AND FRANCINE CLARK 
ART INSTITUTE | 413.458 2303 | 225 
South St, Williamstown | Daily 10 
am-s5 pm | Admission $10; free for 
ages 18 and under | French Impres- 
sionist paintings including more 
than 30 by Renoir plus American 
works by Homer, Sargent, Cassatt, 
and Remington and extensive col- 
lections of prints, drawings, silver, 


1g 50 Years 


STONE PARK zoo 


rough Dec 30 
Yukon 
dows to the Wild”; 
yard 
uss CONSTITUTION MUSEUM | 
? 8 Charlestown Navy 
Daily 10 am-5 pm | 
“Around 
roni 
Constitution's plomat 
and “A Look Below the Wa 
Preserving Old Ironsides , 
wh lores past and current 
restoranior of the boat 
WADSWORTH ATHENEUM | 
860.278 2670 | 600 Main St, Hartford 
CT | Wed Fri 11 am-5 pm, Sat-Sun 10 
am-s5 pm | Admission $10; $8 sen- 
iors; $5 students; free for ages 12 
and under | Collections of American 
and European paintings and sculp- 
ture as well as glass, silver, Wallace 
Nutting furniture, Meissen porce 
lain, and the J. Pierpont Morgan 
collection of American decorative 
arts | Through Dec 31: “American 
Art, 1800-1950” | “Reflections and 
Shadows: Impressionism and Nine 
teenth Century Style” | “Hudson 
River School Masterworks” | 
Through Feb 2s rewel World 
hrough March 4: Samuel Colt 
s, Art, and Invention” 
iro} ugh April 22: “Soul Food!” 
WENHAM MUSEUM | 978.468.2377 
132 Main St, Wenham | Tues-Sun 10 
am-4 pm | $5; $4 seniors; $3 children 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM | 
508.799.4406 | 55 Salisbury St 
Worcester | Wed, Fri, Sun, 1. am-5 
pm; third Thurs of the month 1 
am-8 pm; Sat 10 am-5 pm | Admis- 
sion $8; $6 seniors, students; free 
for ages 17 and under; admission free 
Sat 10 am-noon | Extensive collection 
of Asian art in Chinese, Japanese, In- 
, and Islamic galleries | Korean 
mics from the fifth and sixth 
ies | Works by John Singleton 
Copley, James Peale, Robert Fulton, 
and Edward Savage in the Marianne 
E. Gibson Callery | Through Jan 14: 
“Mi Puerto Rico: Master Painters of 
the Island, 1780-1952” 
WORCESTER HISTORICAL MUSE- 
UM | 508.753.8278 | 30 Elm St, 
Worcester | Tues-Wed, Fri-Sat 10 
m-4 pm; Thurs 10 am-8:30 pm | 
tission $2 | children free | Col 
eserves, and interprets the 
ns of Worcester in all subject 
id time periods | Salisbury 


ion | Ongoing: 


n is a historic house muse 
um restored to the period of the 
1830s | Th h Feb 11: “Smile: An 
American icon 
GALLERY KAYAFAS | 617.48 
450 Harrison Ave 
es-Sat 11 am-S:3 


Pictures 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


BRUSH ART GALLERY 
= 8.459.7819 | 256 Market St, Low- 
i! | Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm; Sun 
noon-4 pm | Through Jan 6: “PHO 
TO2006: Black and White Classic 
Juried Photography Show” 
CENTER FOR LATINO ARTS | 
617.927.1730 | 85 W. Newton St 
Boston | Cal! for hours | Through 
Dec 31: “Puerto Rica Printed 
Perspectives” 
DeCORDOVA MUSEUM | 
781.259.8355 | $1 Sandy Pond Rd 
Lincoln | Tues-Sun 11 am-5 pm | 
Admission $6, $4 for seniors, 
students, and children | 
Ongoing: Charles “Teenie” Harris: 
“Social Studies: Documentary 
Photography” 
— Photograph Study Space | Ongo- 
ing: “Documentary Photography” 
FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY 
GALLERY | 617.423.4299 | 300 


Summer St. Boston | Mon-Wed, Fri 
9 am-3:30 pm, Thurs 9 am-9 pm 


ee 19: Denise Bos d 


Jana 
yn Eyles: “Empires Fall 


CALLERY BLACK Leven 


GRIFFIN MUSEUM oF PHOTOG- 
RAPHY | 781.7291 

Rd, Winchester | Tues-T 

am-s pm; Fri 11 am-4 p 

noon-4 pm | Admission 

students, senior 

for all on Thurs 

IRIS GALLERY | 413.644.0045 
Railroad St, Great Barrington | 
Thurs-Mon: noon-6 pr 

an 3: Andy Anderson 

from Africa & Iceland 

Grisdale: “Waiting for the Light 
Interpreted Landscapes 

ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY 
617.267.7997 | 38 Newbury St 
Boston | Tues-Fri 10 am-5:30 pm; 
Sat 11 am-5 pm | Through Dec 30: 
Duane Michaels: “Japonisme: Pho 
tographs from the Floating World 
and the Adventures of Constantine 
Cavafy” 

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY | Cambridge 

— MIT Museum | 617.253.4444 | 

Mass Ave | Tues-Fri 10 am-5 pm; Sat 
Sun noon-5 pm | Admission $5, $2 
for seniors, students, and ages 5 
18 | Ongoing: “Flashes of Inspira 
tion: The Work of Doc Edgerton” 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART | 
413.664.4481 | 87 Marshail St 
North Adams | Daily 10 am-5 pm | 
Admission $10; $8 students; $4 for 
ages 6-16; free for ages 6 and under 
| Through March 2007: “A Historic 
Occasion: Artists Making History” 
NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM | 
781.861.6559 | 33 Marrett Rd, Lex- 
ington | Mon-Sat 10 am-s pm | Sun 
noon-5 pm | Free admission | 
Through Jan 7: “Journey Out of 
Darkness: American Heroes in 
Hitler's POW Camps” | Ongoing: 
“To Build and Sustain: Freema- 
sons in American Community” | 
“American Family Treasures” | 
“Lexington Alarm’d” 
O'NEILL BRANCH LIBRARY | 
617.349.4023 | 70 Rindge Ave, Cam- 
bridge | Mon, Wed-Thurs, 9 am-8 
pm; Tues, Fri, 9 am-5:30 pm | 
Through Dec 28: David R. Levitt: 
“Pictures on the Wall” 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM | 
978.745.9500 | East India Square 
Liberty & Essex Sts, Salem | Daily 10 
am-5 pm | Admission $13; $11 sen 
iors; $9 students; free for ages 16 
and under | Through Feb 28: 
Michael Rockefeller: “New Cuinea 
Photographs, 1961” 

PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAE- 
OLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY | 
617.496.1027 | 11 Divinity Ave 
Cambridge | Mon-Sun 9 am-5 pm 
$9; $7 students, seniors; $6 ages 18 
and under; free for ages 3 and un 
der; free Sun 9 am-noon; Wed 3-5 
pm [Sept-May] | Through Feb 27: 
Rockefeller: “New Cuinea 
Photographs, 1961” 
PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CEN- 
TER AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY | 
617.353.0600 | 832 Comm Ave 

Bos Tues-Fri 10 am-6 pm; 
Thurs until 8 pm; Sat-Sun noon-5 
pm | $3; $2 students, seniors | 
Through Jan 28: “POV: Photogra 
phy Now and The Next 30 Years” 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DE- 
SIGN | Museum of Art | 
401.454.6500 | 224 Benefit St, Prov- 
idence, R! | Tues-Sun 10 am-s5 pm | 
Admission $8; $5 seniors; $3 stu- 
dents, ages 5-18 | Through Jan 14: 
“Fantastic Tales: Photography of 
Nan Coldin” 

WADSWORTH ATHENEUM | 
860.278.2670 | 600 Main St, Hart- 
ford, CT | Wed-Fri 11 am~s5 pm; Sat 
§un 10 am-s5 pm | Admission $10; 
$8 seniors; $5 students; free for 
ages 12 and under | Collections of 
American and European paintings 
and sculpture as well as glass, sil- 
ver, Wallace Nutting furniture, 
Meissen porcelain, and the J. Pier- 
pont Morgan collection of Ameri- 
can decorative arts | Through Dec 
3a: Edward Weston: “A Photogra- 
pher’s Life” | Through Jan 7: 
Michelle Elzay: “MATRIX 156” 


Michael 


SCHOOLS 
UNIVERSITIES 


ADDISON GALLERY AT PHILLIPS 
ACABENEY 978 749.4015 | Rte 286 


ollection includes works b 
Homer, Mat Ac Allan Crite, 

nd Justin Kirchoff |" ough Dec 31 
Crowing the Addison: Recent Acqui 

al. American 
Through Jan 7: “Coming 
Age. American AIt, 1850s-1950s 
AMHERST COLLEGE | Mead Art Mu 
| 413.542.2335 | Rtes9 & 116 
Amherst | Tues-Sun 10 am-4:30 pm 
Thurs 10 am-9 pm | The Dickinson 
Homestead, the birthplace and home 
t ly Dickinson for over 
40 years, is open for guided tours 
from March through mid-December 
BABSON COLLEGE | 781.239 5682) 
Reynolds Campus Center, Wellesley | 

Mon-Sat 9 am-7 pm | Through Dec 
30: Samantha Fields: “no place like 
home” 

BOSTON COLLEGE | McMullen Muse- 
um | 617.552.8100 | Chestnut Hill | 
Mon-Fri, 11 am-4 pm; Sat-Sun, 
noon-5 pm | Through Dec 31: “Cos- 
mophilia: Islamic Art from the David 
Collection, Copenhagen” 
— Thomas P. O'Neill, jr. Library | 
617.552.4470 | Mon-Sat 11 am-4 pm | 
Ongoing: “ “Tip O'Neill Memorial Ex- 
hibit” 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY | 617.353.3349 
| 
— 808Gallery at Boston University | 
617.358.0922 | 808 Comm Ave | Wed-Sun 
noon-6 pm | Through jan 14: “CU 
LAG: Soviet Forced Labor Camps and 
the Struggle for Freedom” |“Territo- 
ries of Tercor: Mythologie and Memo- 
ries of the Culag in Contemporary 
Russian-American Art” 
BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY | Rose Art 
Museum | 781.736.3434 | 415 South 
St, Waltham | Tues-Sun noon-5 pm | 
Admission $3; free for ages 12 and un- 
der | Through April 1: Clare Rojas: 
“Hope Springs Eternal” 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RAD- 
CLIFFE INSTITUTE | Cambridge | 
— Amold Arboretum of Harvard Uni- 
versity | 617.524.1718 | 125 Arborway, ja- 
maica Plain | Call for hours | Free admis- 
sion | More than 6500 species of 
plants in a 265-acre botanical garden 
designed by Frederick Law Olmsted 
— Busch-Reisinger Museum | 
617.495.9400 | 32 Quincy St | Mon-Sat 10 
am-s5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Admission 
$7.50; $6 students, seniors; free for 
ages 18 and under; free on Sat 10 
am-noon | Tours Mon-Fri 1 pm | Fea- 
tures Central and Northern European 
art, including late medieval, Renais- 
sance, and Baroque sculpture, 16th- 
century painting, 18th-century porce- 
lain, collection of 20th-century Ger 
man works | 
— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 

617.495.3251 | 24 Quincy St | Mon-Sat 9 
am-11:30 pm; Sun noon-11:30 pm | 
Through Jan 5: Pedro Reyes: “ad 
usum: To Be Used” 

— Fogg Art Museum | 617.495.9400 
Quincy St | Mon-Sat 10 am-s5 pm; Sun 1 
5 pm | Admission $7.50; $6 for seniors 
and studen 2e for those under 18; 
free admission Sat 10 am-noon | 
Tours Mon-Fri 11 am | The decorative 
arts gallery includes 17th- and 18th 
century British and American silver, 
furniture, and porcelain | The Mau- 
tice Wertheim Coilection features Im- 
pressionist and Post-Impressionist 
works | Through Feb 11: “A Public Pa- 
triotic Museum: Artworks and Arti- 
facts from the Artemas Ward House” 
| Through Feb 25: “Nominally Fig- 
ured” | “Dissent!” | Ongoing: “To Stu- 
dents of Art and Lovers of Beauty: 
Highlights from the Collection of 
Grenville L. Winthrop” | “Rubens and 
His Collaborators” | “18th Century Eu- 
ropean Ceramics and Paintings” 

— Harvard Design School | 617.495.4784 
| 48 Quincy St | Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-10 
pm; Fri 8:30 am-6 pm; Sat 10 am-6 
pm; Sun noon-8 pm | Through Jan s: 
Mark Richards: “Season and Mood” 
— Harvard University Museum of Nat- 
ural History | 617.495.3045 | 26 Oxford St | 
Daily 9 am-5 pm | Admission $9; $7 
seniors; $6 students; free for ages 18 
and under; free on Sat 10 am-noon; 
free every day after 4:30 pm | The 


more 3,000 
ical and 


rites | The Museum 
Zoology cover 


est fossil 


include 
whale ske T 1 
shell ever found, the Harvard 
mastodon ‘oot-long Kro- 
nosaurus, the only complete and 
mounted model of the sea 
the country | Now open 
Creatures that Rule” 
617 
Mor I 
Through Dec 22: “ 
The Art and Ethnogrz 
Eisner Putnam, 1946-1958” | Through 
June 2007: “Mu: Mathematics” 
— Peabody Museum of Archaeology 
and Ethnology | 617.496.1027 | 11 Divinity 
Ave | Through Jan 7: “Looking at Land- 
scapes: Environmental Puzzles from 
Three Photographers” | Through 
March 2007: “A Noble Pursuit: The 
Duchess of Mecklenburg Collection 
from Iron Age Slovenia” | Through 
June 2007: “The Moche of Ancient Pe- 
Tu: Media and Messages” | Through 
Dec 31 2007: “From Nation to Nation: 
Examining Lewis and Clark’s Indian 
Collection” | Ongoing: “Change and 
Continuity: Hall of the North Ameri- 
can Indian” | “Distinguished Casts: 
Curating Lost Monuments” |“En- 
counters with Americans” | “Break- 
ing the Silence: Nineteenth Century 
Indian Delegations to Washington, 
Cc.” |“Pacific Islands Hall” 
— Pusey Library | 617.495.2509 | Harvard 
Yard near Mass Ave + Quincy St | Mon-Fri 9 
am-5 pm; Sat 9 am-1 pm | Through 
May 2007: “Theodore Roosevelt: Im- 
agery for a Presidency” 
— Semitic Museum | 617.495.4631 | 6 Di- 
vinity Ave | Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm; Sun 1- 
4pm | Ongoing: “Nuzi and the Hurri- 
ans: Fragments from a Forgotten 
Past” | “Ancient Cyprus: The Cesnola 
Collection” |“The Sphinx and the 
Pyramids: 100 Years of American Ar- 
chaeology at Giza” | “The Houses of 
Ancient Israel: Domestic, Royal, Di- 
vine” 
HEBREW COLLEGE | Goldman Gallery, 
617.559.8734 | 160 Herrick Rd, Newton 
| Mon-Thurs 9 am-3:30 pm; Fri9 
am-noon; Sun noon-3 pm | Through 
Jan 1: “From Haven to Home: 350 
Years of Jewish Life in America” 
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF ART 
| 617.232.1555 | Tower Bide, 621 Hunt- 
ington Ave, Boston | Mon-Fri 10 am-10 
pm; Sat 1 am-10 pm 
— Bakalar Gallery | 617.879.7333 | Mon. 
Fri 10 am-6 pm | Sat 11 am-5 pm | 
Through Dec 22: Carrie Mae Weems: 
“The Louisiana Project” 
— Stephen D. Paine Gallery | Mon-Fri 
noon-6 pm | Sat 11 am-s pm | 
Through Dec 22: Sam Durant 
“Scenes from the 
Myths, Massacres, 
— Student Life Gallery | \ 
622 Huntington Ave, second flo 
9 am-8 pm | Ongoing 
sure” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY | Cambridge 
— MIT Museum | 617.253.4444 | 265 
Mass Ave | Tues-Fri 10 am-s5 pm | Sat 
Sun noon-s5 pm | Admission $5; $2 
students, seniors | Through Dec 30: 
“Teching it to the Next Level” | 
Through June 30: “Singular Beauty: 
Simple Microscopes from the Gior- 
dano Collection” | Ongoing: “Ship- 
building in Massachusetts 100 Years 
Ago” |“Mind and Hand: The Making 
of MIT Scientists and Engineers” | 
“Robots and Beyond: Exploring Ar 
tificial Intelligence at MIT” |“Holog- 
raphy: The Light Fantastic” | “Gestur- 
al Engineering: The Sculpture of 
Arthur Ganson” |“Thinkapalooza” 
— Compton Gallery | 617.258.9106 | 77 
Mass Ave | Mon-Fri 9:30 am-s5 pm | 
Through Dec 22: “FRONT + BACK: In- 
vestigating a Renaissance Drawing” 
— Dean's Gallery | 617.253.9458 | so 
Memorial Or | Daily 9-5 pm | Through 
Jan 15: Neil Welliver: “Prints from the 
Maine Landscape” 
— Hart Nautical Galleries | 617.253.5492 
| Ss Mass Ave | Daily 9 am-8 pm | 
Through June 30: “Professor George 
Owen: Eminent Designer and 
Yachtsman” | Ongoing: “Ship Mod- 


reptile in 
Arthropods: 


y of Anne 


Mon-Fri 
“Under Pres 


eis: The Evolution of Ship Design 

Deep Frontiers: Ocean Engineering 
at MIT” 
— List Visual Arts Center | 617.2 

Ames St | Daily noon-6 pm | 

Through Dec 31: “Sensorium: Embod 
ied Experience, Technology, and Con. 
temporary Art: Part I” | Alix Pearl 
“The King, the Mice and the 
Cheese” 

~— Media Test Wall | 617.253.4400 
No. 56 | Open round the 
clock | Through Jan 15: Laurent Cras- 
so: “Eclipse” 
— Strobe Alley | 617.253.4629 | 77 Mass 
Ave | Call for hours | Ongoing: “Never 
Stop Learning: The Life and Legacy of 
Harold Edgerton” 
— Wolk Gallery | 617.2531400 | 77 Mass 
Ave | Through Dec 22: “Policy and De- 
sign for Housing: Lessons of the Ur 
ban Development Corporation, 1968- 
1975" 
— Women’s Studies Program | 
617.253.8844 | Room 14£-316, 77 Mass Ave 
| Call for hours | Ongoing: “Women at 
MIT” 
MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART 
GALLERY | 978.922.8222 | 23 Essex 
St, Beverly | Mon-Wed, Fri 10 am-5 
pm; Thurs 10 am-8 pm; Sat noon-5 
pm | Through Feb 3: “Electric Waste- 
land: Urban Art from L.A.” 
— 301 Cabot Street Studio | Tues-Sat 1 
am-2 pm | Through Jan 31: “frame 
301” 
— Carol Schlosberg Alumni Gallery | 
Mon-Thurs 9 am-7 pm | Fri9 am-5 
pm | Sat noon-4 pm | Through Dec 22: 
Daisy Adams: “Roadside Attraction” 
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY | 
617.373.2249 | Boston 
— Ryder Hall Atrium | 147 Forsyth St | 
Daily 7 am-11 pm | Ongoing: “Recent 
Urban Design: Work in Boston” 
PINE MANOR COLLEGE | Hess Gallery 
| 617.731.7157 | 400 Heath St, Chest- 
nut Hilt | Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-i0 pm; 
Fri 8:30 am-5 pm; Sat noon-5 pm; 
Sun 2-10 pm | Through Feb 1: Sharon 
Haggins Dunn: “Spirits in the 
House” 
REGIS COLLEGE | Carney Gallery | 
781.768.8367 | 235 Wellesiey St, We- 
ston | Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm 
— Speliman Museum of Stamps & 
Postal History | Thurs-Sun noon-5 
pm | Admission $5; $3 students, sen- 
iors; free for ages 16 and under | Ex- 
hibits include rare Lindbergh mate- 
rial from 1927 transatlantic flight, 
US and Boston airmail history, and 
international airmail including the 
world’s first airmail flight in India 
in 1911, rotating topical exhibits on 
stamps 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DE- 
SIGN | Museum of Art | 401.454.6500 
| 224 Benefit St, Providence, Ri | Tues- 
Sun 10 am-s5 pm | Admission $8; $5 
seniors; $3 students, ages 5-18 | 
Through Feb 25: “Urban America, 
1930-1970” | Through Jan 7: “Wun- 
derground: Film and Video Mix” | 
“Wunderground: Providence, 1995 
to the present” | Through Jan 14: 
“Expanding the Surface: Multiple- 
Panel Prints in Edo-Period Japan” | 
“RISD Collaborations: Contemporary 
Prints by Visiting Artists 1992-2006 | 
Through Feb 7: “Clothing and Tradi- 
tion in the Islamic World” | Through 
Feb 11: “Turn Left at the Camel: A 
Curator’s Tale of Uzbekistan” | 
Through March 4: “Back to the Fu- 
ture: Re-Viewing the Twentieth 
Century” | Ongoing: “Rethinking 
the Romans: New Views of Ancient 
Sculpture” | “The birds and the bees 
and the flowers and the trees: Flora 
and Fauna in Ceramic Design and 
Decoration” | “The Japanese Tradi- 
tion in Studio Pottery” | Wedgewood 
from the Museum's Collection | 
“19th-Century Painting, Sculpture, 
and Decorative Art from the Perma- 
nent Collection” 
ROXBURY COMMUNITY COLLEGE | 
617.445.5551 | 1234 Columbus Ave, 
Roxbury Crossing | Call for hours | 
Through Dec 22: Carole Loeffler and 
Patrick Schmidt: “Materiality: 
Sculpture and Installations” 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY | Art Gallery | 
617.627.3518 | 40R Talbot Ave, Med- 
ford | Tues-Sun 11 am-s5 pm; Thurs 1 
am-8 pm 
— Royall House Slave Quarters | 
781.396.9032 | 15 George St | Sat-Sun 1-5 
pm | Admission $7; $5 students, sen- 
iors | Ongoing: “From Africa to Med- 
ford: The Untold Story of the Royall 
House Slaves” 
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te ee Works on Paper: A Selection of Re Plants” include f 
Art ent Cifts” | O ng: “The Clark glass flowers | T es 
Art in Na Geological Museums feature mineral 
and ore collections, with displays of 
Suite 205 ton | Mon-Fri 10 of Comparative es 
ee am-4 [ Admission $6.50; ages 2 am-5 pm | Through Jan 5: Pt from the earli invertebrates 
| 3 Po 1 o; free for ages 2 and under i — " : and reptiles to fish and reptiles alive 
oh ' \ 8, $7 stude Animal exhibits including a herd of am-s pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Permanent 
ve for ages 6-17 | Home of the bi a colony of flamingoes, and 
the site where Louisa 
a May Alcott wrote Little Womer 868 
ep Features personal objects and fur 
‘i fa the Cor 4 School of Phi 
PAUL REVERE HOUSE 
Bost Tues-S 9:30 am-5:15 pm 
$ 5 student senior $i 
house owned by Revere during the 
Revolutionary War | Next door is 
the Pierce/Hichborn House, a 
Georgian brick building built 
1 
Rents | old house that is the only example 
a of Chinese domestic architecture on 
; ,. display in the United States 
Through Jan 6: “Sketched at Sea 
rs Through Jan 21: “The Yachting Pho $ 
es Through March 4: “Inspired by Chi 
na: Contemporary Furnituremakers 
dom Immigration Museum”; “Ted 
and Sounds of Boston” ; “Famous : 
Bostonians”; “Boston Map 
SOMERVILLE MUSEUM 
617.666.9810 | 1 Westwood Rd 
Somerville | Thurs 2-7 pm; Fri 2-5 
pm, Sat noon-s pm | Through 
March 25: “New Through Dec 30: Outside 
Immigration in Sc the Box: Photography Without a 
Cares Creater B n Area — The Creek Camera My 
Community | “Hope, Valor, & Inspi 
ration: 1896-1991: The World of 
"aes Ceorge Dilboy — Creek Immigrant & ‘a 
4 
— 


“Your audience 
Christopher Hitchens told Bill 
Maher. The finger followed. 


Real-world fol! 


_BY JAMES PARKER 


or hard rock, heated debate, child- 
care tips, and latex puppetry, 2006 
was banner year television. 
Who says the culture’s going to 
the dogs? 


SUPERGROUP 

VH1 

inspired variation Celebreality 
concept which the vulgar and paranoid 
condition celebrity treat- 
metaphor for the soul modern 
man, Supergroup was a winner from start to 
finish. Notorious rock types (Ted Nugent, 
Sebastian “Skid Row” Bach, etc.) were 
confined Vegas mansion and forced 
play music together. Egos boomed, 
hairdryers howled, in-house chefs had 
their feelings hurt, and a secret history of 
heavy metal was enacted. Glorious. 


KEEPING SCORE 
PBS 
the crowning episode this excellent se- 
ries, conductor Michael Tilson Thomas ex- 
plored the oh-so-metal pagan and folkloric 
roots Stravinsky’s sacre printemps, 
whose 1913 premiere goaded its Parisian bal- 
let audience howl for the composer’s 
blood (as well that the choreographer, 
Vaslav Nijinsky). would seem that the En- 
tombed-style downstrokes the “Augures 
printaniéres” section and the proto-doom- 
metal trudge “Rondes printaniéres” were 
too much for even the most hardcore top- 
hatted headbangers handle. 


~ 


KINDLY 
OTMER 


Your 
SPLEASE Do As You fear Tod 
THE CAR 


BUSH VERSUS LAUER 

THE TODAY SHOW 

NBC 

Quizzed the Oval Office unexpect- 
edly robust Matt Lauer, the commander-in- 
chief splintered into several his most 
dangerous personalities: Cornered Mam- 
mal, Sly Geezer, Sword of God, Short- 
Circuiting Jock. As the talk turned to his tor- 
ture policy, Bush began squaring up to his 
interlocutor, poking and patting him, mov- 
ing into Zinedine Zidane headbutt range, 
six inches shorter but ready to have a go. 
Lauer, eyes dilated with anxiety, respectful- 
but doggedly pursued his questions. 
Future generations will barely believe it. 


HITCHENS VERSUS THE 
WORLD REAL TIME WITH 
BILL MAHER 

HBO 

you want quick brew-up lordly 
rhetoric and simmering pub violence, 
one does better than Brit journalist/ 
pundit Christopher Hitchens, last defend- 
the Iraq War. “Your audience frivo- 
lous,” told Bill Maher, after the latter 
had lobbed couple lazy Bush jokes in- 
the crowd. “They will apparently laugh 
at anything.” “Boo! Hiss!” went the audi- 
ence, softcore mob. “Fuck you!” went 
Hitchens, looking pleased, and giving 
them the finger. 


MR. MEATY 

Nickelodeon 
“All God’s creatures/Fresh off the 
grill!/So come down Mr. Meaty/ 
Where friends meet eat/Meat!” 
With some of the most spongily ex- 
pressive puppets since The Muppet 
Show, Nickelodeon’s new corporate 
Satire/kids’ show real treasure. 
lumps charred product tumble 
from the Mr. Meaty Food Faucet, Jos 
and his co-worker Parker battle tape- 
worms, cannibalistic hippies, anda 
wedgie-giving genie called Wedgelor. 
joy for young and old alike. 


AND GREEN DAY 
THE LOUISIANA SUPERDOME 
ESPN 

Say what you like about U2, that 
Bono can work stadium. Warming 
for the first post-Katrina game 
(Saints versus Falcons) the newly 
renovated Superdome, former cru- 
cible nation’s disgrace, and 
Green Day rampaged through the 
Skids’ “The Saints Are Coming” with 
true redemptive spirit energy. Bono, 
course, had his own lyrics for the 
occasion: living like birds 
the magnolia trees Child the 
her sign reads, “PLEASE 
AMERICAN!” 


SUPERNANNY 
ABC 

Now in its third season, this show is porn 
for the tired parent. Supernanny Frost 
London taxi and sheds her limey 
light troubled families. Weak mums 
are slapped about and emotionally with- 


drawn dads are hell: “Unasseptable!” 


says Jo. Her most enduring contribution to 
child care will probably “The Naughty 
Corner,” punitive magic circle enthusias- 
tically deployed in my own household. 


MARTIN SHORT 

THE COLBERT REPORT 

Comedy Central 

Personally, find The Colbert Report bit 
strain, like watching a one-man Broadway 
show. But when Colbert interviewed Martin 
Short, who actually has his own one-man 
Broadway show, was minutes Old 
World ecstasy, two pros silkily swapping 
laugh lines. Bring back Jiminy 


BUSH VERSUS 
LAUER Future 
generations will 
barely believe it. 


MARTIN AMIS BILL MOYERS 
FAITH REASON 

PBS 

Nothing daunted the transatlantic criti- 
cal pile-ons that have greeted his last few 
books, this master English prose contin- 
ues give the benefit his Views. 
that killing is a joyous experience.” On God: 
“Certainly not an anthropomorphized be- 
ing, but yes, an intelligence . . .” (Murmured 
with sullen respect, the Deity, terms 
of brainpower, might actually compare 
rather favorably with Martin Amis.) 


BRIAN ROSS DOING 
FOLEYGATE 

ABC 

This whole thing was beautiful. Outrage 
was ignited, hypocrites were pulled down, 
and there was Ross, his 
monotone, dourly reading out the fatal 
“Do I make you a little horny? . . Cool.” 
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HOLIDAY BOOKS 
SELECT TITLES AND GAMES 


RGAIN 


ALL PURCHASES MADE WITH 
B&N GIFT CARDS! 


Applicable discounted items and special offers, too! 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY 


Kenmore Square 660 Beacon St. 
http://bu.bkstore.com 


HOURS: MON. to FRI. 9AM - 9PM; SAT. 10AM - 6PM; SUN. 12PM - 6PM 


ALL OFFERS END 1/5/07. Cannot be combined with other offers or discounts. Excludes Textbooks, 
Study Guides, Class Rings, Special Orders, and Regalia. Not valid on prior purchases. Valid only at the 
Kenmore Square Store. Other restrictions may apply. See store for more details. 


THURSDAY 


8:00 [2] POPS HOLIDAY PARTY 
| A collection of seasonal perfor 
mance clips spanning 35 years 
of Pops — under Arthur Fiedler, 
John What’shisname, and Keith 
Lockhart. To be repeated on Sat 
urday at 7 pm, and on Christmas 
Eve at 11 pm. | Until 9 pm 


FRIDAY 


8:00 [44] RENEE FLEMING: 
SACRED SONGS AND CAROLS 

| Repeated from last week. Real 
class Christmas music from 
soprano Fleming. Recorded 

last year in Germany with the 
Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie 
Bremen. To be repeated tomor- 
row at 6 pm on Channel 2. | 
Until 9 pm 


SATURDAY 


7:00 [44] A STAR IS BORN | 
MOVviE | The 1976 version with 
Kris Kristofferson as a disillu- 
sioned rocker mentoring newbie 
Barbra Streisand. Co-starring 
Gary Busey (before he died and 
came back from the grave). | Un- 
til 9:30 pm 

9:30 [44] VENTL | movie | Barbra 
Streisand’s back, this time play- 
ing a little Jewish girl pretend- 
ing to be a little Jewish boy so 
she can get religious training. 
Co-starring the always-annoy- 
ing Mandy Patinkin. (Mandy be- 
ing short for what? Manderlay? 
Manfred?) | Until midnight 
11:00 [2] MONTY PYTHON'S 
FLYING CIRCUS | This is pro- 
moted as the show that includes 
the “Lumberjack Song.” Fun 
enough. We seldom believe the 
episode descriptions the folks 

at WGBH provide for MPFC, but 
in this case they may be right, 
because the “Homicida! Barber, 
Lumberjack” edition (episode 
#9, for those who count) is also 
a Python Christmas show. It 
concluded with one of their 

best (and most underrated) 
sketches, “The Visitors,” which 
has Craham Chapman and Carol 
Cleveland as a romantic couple 
whose evening alone is inter- 
rupted by a series of other cast 
members. And yes, it winds up 
with a Christmas song. | Until 
11:30 pm 


SUNDAY 


1:00 [4] FOOTBALL | The Pats 
try to clinch the AFC East title 
by beating the Jacksonville 
Jaguars 

2:00 [2] RODGERS & HAMMER- 
STEIN'S CINDERELLA | In 1957, 
when this TV special first aired 
on CBS), it attracted the largest 
TV audience of ail time. (And 
that was after the birth of Little 
Ricky.) Julie Andrews stars, and 
yes, she was a mere 24 years old 
Julie, not a bit older, hosts this 
revival viewing. | Until 3:30 pm 
2:00 [44] ALISON KRAUSS 
AND UNION STATION — LIVE 

| No details available, but the 
title says enough. | Until 3 pm 
3:30 [2] LEONARD BERN- 
STEIN'S CANDIDE IN CONCERT 
| A concert of Bernstein's comic 
opera taped at Lincoln Center in 


2004 and featuring Kristin Che- 
noweth and Patti LuPone joined 
by opera s rs Paul Groves and 
Thomas Allen and conductor 
Marin Alsop leading the New 
York Philharmonic. | Until 5:30 


pm 

4:00 [4] FOOTBALL | Either the 
Cincinnati Bengals versus the 
Denver Broncos or the San Diego 
Chargers versus the Seattle Se- 
ahawks 

4:00 [25] FOOTBALL | The Ari- 
zona Cardinals versus the San 
Francisco 49ers 

5:30 [2] KISS ME, KATE | A 
not-so-recent revival of the 
longer-ago Cole Porter musical 
centered on an even longer-ago 
Shakespeare play, The Taming of 
the Shrew. Stars include Brent 
Barrett, Rachel York, Nancy An 
derson, and Michael Berresse. | 
Until 8 pm 

8:00 [2] ROGERS & HAMMER- 
STEIN'S OKLAHOMA! | Ele- 
phant’s-eye-high corn, fringed 
surreys, girls who can't say no, 
prairie perverts, stereotyped Jew- 
ish peddlers masquerading as 
being of some other ethnic ori- 
gin, a sing-along farmer/rancher 
alliance, and all that. Man, 
those pioneer days were rich! 
This Trevor Nunn production 
stars Hugh Jackman and Josefina 
Gabrielle, with re-interpreted 
Agnes de Mille choreography by 
Susan Stroman. Not quite the 
original, but still a lot of fun 

— and nicely filmed for TV. | 
Until 1 pm 

8:00 [7] IT’S A WONDERFUL 
LIFE | movie | And a very stale 
movie. | Until 11 pm 

11:30 [7] CHRISTMAS EVE AT 
ST. PETER'’S | Live from the 
Vatican, starring the pope. | 
Until 1 am 

1:00 [44] CHRISTMAS EVE 
MUSIC | Actually, it's Christmas 
Day by now. First we get the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir con- 
cert that aired last week. Then at 
2 am it’s that huge chorus from 
St. Olaf's college in Northfield, 
Minnesota, on a field trip to 
Norway to sing carols at the 
celebration of the centennial of 
Norway's independence from 
Sweden. | Until 3 am 


MONDAY 


5:00 [7] FOOTBALL | The Phila- 
delphia Eagles versus the Dallas 
Cowboys 

8:30 [ESPN] FOOTBALL | The 
New York Jets versus the Miami 
Dolphins. 

8:00 [2] LIZA WITH A “2” | Liz: 
Minnelli was just 26 years old 
when, riding high on the 1972 
movie success of Cabaret, she and 
choreographer Bob Fosse put 
together this stage-show show- 
case for her soon-formidable and 
too-soon-be-diminished talents. 
| Until 9 pm 

8:00 [44] PICTURING MARY 

| Jane Seymour narrates this 
worldwide art tour to survey 

the painted and sculpted face of 
Jesus’s mom. | Until 9 pm 

9:00 [2] MY NAME IS BARBRA 
| At least she didn't tell us how 
to spell it. This 1965 one-woman 
TV special featuring a 23-year-old 
Barbra Streisand is one of the 
best hours of television — ever. 
Streisand's incredible talent and 
energy transcend TV show biz 

as usual. Digitally remastered 
in glorious black and white. If 
you're not impressed, there's 
something missing somewhere. | 


Until 10 pm 

9:00 [44] THE FACE: JESUS IN 
ART | A similar treatment for 
Mary’s offspring, only twice as 
long. | Until 11 pm 

10:00 [2] COLOR ME BARBRA | 
Why Barbra Streisand is WCBH’s 
Christmas icon this year is a bit 
of a mystery, but this 1966 in-liv 
ing-color sequel to the My Name 
Is hour, though not as incred- 
ible as the first round, is also 
impressive, just in a slightly big 
ger-budget way. | Until 11 pr 


TUESDAY 


7:30 [2] LA PLAZA: PAQUITO 
D'RIVERA | A chat with the Cu- 
ban-born jazz reedman playing 
under Castro and playing in the 
States. | Until 8 pm 

9:00 [44] THE NEW MEDICINE: 
THE SCIENCE OF EMOTION AND 
DOCTORS AND HEALERS | The 
late Dana Reeve hosts this look at 
new medical approaches, some 
based on the sudden acceptance 
of the idea that the mind plays a 
role in healing. Just what grand- 
ma said. | Until 11 pm 


WEDNESDAY 


8:00 [2] PIONEERS OF PRIME- 
TIME | Back when commercial 

TV was new, nobody quite knew 
what to program. Fortunately, it 
took decades for the medium to 
find its purest expression — real- 
ity shows. At first, all of America 
was treated to vaudeville acts 
crammed, as the saying went, 
“into a box.” This documentary 
looks back (with first-person 
accounts) at those transitional 
stars: Milton Berle, Red Skelton, 
Sid Caesar, Bob Hope, Steve Al- 
len, Sammy Davis Jr., Buddy Eb 
sen, Donaid O’Connor, and Rose 
Marie. | Until 9 pm 

9:00 [44] FRONTLINE: THE 
LOST YEAR IN IRAQ | Back in 
2003, the US sent Ambassador L. 
Paul Bremer to “liberated” Iraq to 
set up a puppet government. That 
didn't exactly work out, since the 
new Iraqi government never got 
control of anything. But it was an 
interesting try whose failure is at 
the root of the ongoing tragedy 
over there. | Until 10 pm 


THURSDAY 


7:30 [2] BASIC BLACK: CHAR- 
LAYNE HUNTER-GAULT | Hunt- 
er-Gault started her career as one 
of the first two African-American 
students to be allowed to study at 
the University of Georgia. Today, 
she’s an accomplished journal- 
ist, and here she talks to host 
Howard Manly about her life and 
her book about the positive side 
of Africa, New News Out of Africa 
Uncovering Africa's Renaissance. | 
Until 8 pm 

8:00 [2] JACKIE GLEASON — 
GENIUS AT WORK | Speaking of 
early-TV pioneers: this special 
revives some of the fat man’s best 
skits from his landmark prime- 
time comedy show. | Until 9 pm 
9:00 [44] MOYERS ON AMER- 
ICA: IS GOD GREEN? | Bill ex- 
plores the rift between evangeli- 
cals who think saving the earth is 
God's imperative and those who 
like to back the Bushies on the lie 
that global warming isn't hap- 
pening. | Until 10 pm 


fie? 26 DECEMBER 22, 2006 | ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT | THE BOSTON PHOENIX % 

2 

4 


AINMENT 


Tales the times 


_BY JON GARELICK 


ere, listed alphabetically au- 
thor, are 10 of the best fiction and 
poetry books the Phoenix wrote 
about 2006. 


JULIAN BARNES 

ARTHUR GEORGE 

time tenuous allegiances and deep 
culture clashes, Julian Barnes’s novel asks, 
“What determines nationality? What does 
Late Victorian England and based true 
story, Arthur George alternates sections head- 
ed “Arthur” (Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, creator 
of Sherlock Holmes) and “George” (a half-In- 
dian Staffordshire solicitor whose tidy, 
provincial existence disrupted when he’s 
accused hideous crimes). Barnes’s lan- 
guage takes Kipling’s florid prose, Gilbert 
Sullivan’s lilt, Mrs. Gaskell’s delicacy, and 
Elgar’s pomp, merging elements the Vic- 
torian thriller and romance tell whop- 
ping good tale with unsettling existential 
and moral implications. 


UPAMANYU CHATTERJEE 
ENGLISH, AUGUST: 

INDIAN STORY 

Originally published in India in 1988, this 
American debut can shelved along with 
the work of Chatter- 


jee’s compatriots, 
but few delightful 

apart, 


nist, Agastya Sen, 
24-year-old slacker 
whose primary activ- 
ities are masturbat- 
ing, smoking pot, 
and contemplating 
his place the larger 
order things. Un- 
like the uneasily ac- 
climatized expatri- 
ates 
Lahiri’s fiction, Sen 
has remained in his 
home country. Yet 
experiences the same 
feelings rootless 
confusion. 


RICHARD 
FORD 

THE LAY 
THE LAND 

what says will 
be the last of his 
Frank Bascombe 
novels — which be- 
gan in 1986 with The 
Sportswriter and con- 
tinued in the 
Pulitzer-and-PEN/ 
Faulkner-Award- 


UPAMANYU CHATTERJEE lyrical comedy about slacker. 


winning Independence Day Ford follows 
his protagonist, philosophical novelist- 
turned-sportswriter-turned-real-estate- 
agent, over three days that culminate in 
Thanksgiving 2000. Contending with 
prostate cancer, two challenging adult 
children, an ex-wife, a current marriage 
risk, and Tibetan Buddhist employee 
named Mike Mahoney, Bascombe is 
grouchy, likable, garrulous, infinitely 
observant. Deploying him against the 
backdrop of the Jersey shore, Ford makes 
implicit argument about the novel not 
merely depiction the world but 
mode thought. 


ETGAR KERET 

THE NIMROD FLIPOUT 

The Tel Aviv author deadpan surrealist 
chronicling the intrusion the bizarre in- 
the quotidian: man’s girlfriend turns, 
every night, into bald potbellied soccer 
fanatic; devoted parents shrink inch 
for every inch their son grows; a booklet 
advertised the newspaper teaches hu- 
manity the meaning life for only $9.99; 
beloved pet dog keeps coming back from 
the dead; a beautiful little girl covets the 
glittering eyes the grubby, ordinary lit- 
tle boy who’s love with her. But Keret’s 
weirdness never without recognizable 


emotional component, 
and their best these 
stories work elegant 


LOUISE GLUCK 
AVERNO 

“Always nights feel the 
ocean, biting life,” 
Louis Gliick wrote in First- 
born (1968), her first volume 
of poetry. Ever since then, 
mortality has haunted her 
work, sex and death bound 
together. Averno, she 
revisits the myth of Perse- 
phone, in whose story 

sex and death became one. 
Averno feels made from ex- 
perience, as though Gliick 
had gone down the un- 
derworld herself to confirm 
what we all know to be 
true. 


SEAMUS HEANEY 
DISTRICT AND CIRCLE 
“District” suggests the 

place where Heaney’s imagi- 
nation has jurisdiction and holds sway. 
This book, meanwhile, keeps “circling” 
back his childhood, his love things, 
to Wordsworth, to the Tollund Man, and, 
the last poem, the signal event 
his youth, the accidental death of his 
younger brother. His concerns may 
local, but his poems reverberate large, 
far from home. 


EDNA 

THE LIGHT EVENING 

Edna O’Brien’s most autobiographical 
novel yet depicts the struggle between 
mother and daughter sever the unbear- 
able bond the “blood feud, blood knot, 
blood memory” — that conjoins them and 
the love and guilt that makes total separa- 
tion impossible. She sets her story her 
mother country, Ireland, saturating it 
with both the poetry and the malarkey of 
her mother tongue. She’s mastered com- 
pact stream-of-consciousness that’s a dis- 
tillate of her influences — moments as vi- 
olently lyrical as Faulkner and more than 
one outright homage to Joyce. She does 
them proud. 


GEORGE PELECANOS 

THE NIGHT GARDENER 

An ace plotter who rigorously avoids the 
clichés of noir, Pelecanos creates multi- 
strand narratives that narrow the space be- 
tween his characters that the end 
the book he’s put them and us in a tense, 
tight corner. The Night Gardener, police 
detective faces the possibility that serial 
killer who terrorized Washington when 
was rookie back and killing again. 


ETGAR KERET Deadpan surrealism from Tel Aviv. 


the process evoking inner-city life, 
Pelecanos also takes the largely aban- 
doned roles novelist muckraker and 
social critic. 


THOMAS PYNCHON 

AGAINST THE DAY 

Undaunted the past the big ques- 
tions, Pynchon here addresses (in addition 
to the elusive quality of light) time travel, 
multiple universes, the death struggle 
between anarchism and capitalism, the 
dance of order and chaos. Heavy going? 
Not for the Chums of Chance, the quintet 
aeronautical adventurers navigating the 
airship Inconvenience through the trouble 
spots of world history, some real, all fanci- 
ful, from the Chicago World’s Fair 1893 
the aftermath World War Whereas 
Beckett’s works grew inexorably shorter 
confronted the intransigence mean- 
inglessness, proliferate with 
Joycean abandon. 


SARAH WATERS 

THE NIGHT WATCH 

Set in London during and immediately 
after World War Il, Waters’s short-listed 
Booker Prize nominee studies the intersect- 
ing lives characters who survive the 
Blitz to find themselves stranded by the 
peace. Kay, former “night watch” ambu- 
lance driver, is emotionally wasted, unable 
move after betrayal that was kind 
death. She moves among characters 
lesbians and homosexuals various stages 
being out, and straight adulterer 
who are trapped the past society 
desperate forget. 
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ere’s a selection of non-fiction 
books that the Phoenix liked 
this year, in alphabetical order 
by author. 


SARAH BADER 

STRANGE RED COW: AND 
OTHER CURIOUS CLASSIFIED 
ADS FROM THE PAST 

Zooming in on life’s random ephemera 
classified ads can, it turns out, rea! 

the past like nothing else. They 

you what people valued or wanted, 
whether it was to locate a lost green parrot 
that “speaks Spanish like a native” or to 
hire “a young lady of German parentage” 
who “must be a 36 bust and understand 
bookkeeping on a small scale.” Bader links 
the minutiae ads with the larger doings 
history (information-wanted postings 
and the Irish potato famine of the 1840s, 
for instance). And, of course, there’s al- 
ways the “chance encounter” — identical 
content, not method, the Boston 
Transcript 1866 and craigslist. 


TAYLOR BRANCH 

CANAAN’S EDGE: AMERICA 

THE KING YEARS 1965-68 

The final book Branch’s epic trilogy fol- 
lowing the parallel biography Dr. Martin 
Luther King and the civil-rights movement 
less compelling for our awareness 
where it’s all headed: to that balcony on 
the Lorraine Motel Memphis April 
1968. Edge harrowing from the 
Start, King already under cloud 
death threats begins gearing for the 
march Selma. Aside from being clear 
rendering of a complex history, Branch’s 
books are reminder how much even 
one person can accomplish. 


KEN DORNSTEIN 

THE BOY WHO FELL OUT 

THE SKY: TRUE STORY 
Dornstein, a series editor at PBS’s Frontline, 
tells the story of his older brother David, 
who died in the bombing of Pan Am Flight 
103 over Lockerbie. David's great ambition 
was to be a writer, and the book is filled 
with excerpts from his many notebooks and 
loose pages becomes part chronicle 
fantasized achievements. But it’s 
also story, his struggle with his broth- 
er's legacy, and a mechanistic performance 
what Freud called “the work grief.” 


ROBERT GARDNER 

THE IMPULSE PRESERVE: 
REFLECTIONS FILMMAKER 
This book photos and text the long- 
time former director Harvard’s Carpenter 
Center for the Visual Arts chronicles his life 
the making films like Dead Birds (set 


J 
bs 
ag 


AFTERMATH chutzpah got him access Ground Zero. 


among the Dani people of Papua, New 
Guinea) or Passenger (about abstract painter 
Sean Scully), he delves into the illusionist 
nature of the documentary art, in which 
scale is deceptive, time is manipulated, 
and the worlds has filmed beautifully 
disappear even his camera rolls. 


JOEL 
AFTERMATH: WORLD TRADE CEN- 
TER ARCHIVE 

Meyerowitz once-wily street photogra- 
pher, best known these days for his medita- 
tive shots Cape Cod showed chutzpah 
getting himself admitted the restricted 
“crime scene” of the Twin Towers aftermath 
and clean-up create this book 400 pho- 
tos (out of more than 8000 that he took). 
Billed the only comprehensive photo- 
graphic record the work Ground Zero, 
it’s as big and heavy as a tombstone, and 
one of the few artifacts that conveys the 
scope of the devastation. 


SETH MNOOKIN 

FEEDING THE MONSTER: HOW 
MONEY, SMARTS, AND NERVE 
TOOK TEAM THE TOP 

Mnookin, a Vanity Fair contributing editor (and 
former Phoenix contributor), spent more than a 
year behind the scenes at Fenway Park, dur- 
ing which had unfettered access all lay- 
ers the Red Sox organization. Covering the 
tumultuous 2005 season, he lays bare the 
workings one the biggest and most 
beloved franchises sports. the same 
time, one his central theses that, de- 
spite the three-ring-circus atmosphere and 
incendiary fan interest, this many ways 
sorry, folks another baseball team. 


TOM PIAZZA 

WHY NEW ORLEANS MATTERS 
Novelist and critic Piazza New Or- 
leans transplant (he moved there in 
1994), and he knows how to focus on the 
tourist-accessible pleasures the Cres- 
cent City. But his book real argu- 
ment, laid out to build a case. He woos us 


STRANGE RED COW Bader reads history through 


classified ads. 


with favorite music and food, then moves 
into analysis the primal importance 
such pleasures, meanwhile giving 
vivid portraits New Orleanians, from 
Mardi Cras Indian chiefs gas-station at- 
tendants. That preaching the con- 
verted who else will read this book? 
matters little. 


GEOFFREY ROBERTSON 

THE TYRANNICIDE BRIEF: THE 
STORY THE MAN WHO SENT 
CHARLES THE SCAFFOLD 
Until now, lawyer John Cooke has been re- 
membered single word: “regicide.” 
Yes, he did invent a new crime, tyranny, 
and then accused Charles having com- 
mitted it. (Charles went to the ax in 1649.) 
But Cooke also responsible for our prac- 
tice prosecuting malevolent presidents 
and dictators under the law rather than 
assassinating them their beds, and 

his many legal-reform efforts predate and 
rival those the American Founding 
Fathers. Robertson, British human- 
rights lawyer, gives an incisive, detailed 
account. 


ELIOT WEINBERGER 

WHAT HAPPENED HERE: 

BUSH CHRONICLES 

New York editor and translator Weinberg- 

collection essays first appeared 

European and Asian newspapers and 

the Web. His “What Heard About Iraq 

2005” typical, each sentence beginning 
“L heard,” so that we get “I 
heard Donald Rumsfeld say: 
don’t believe anyone that 
know this administration 
ever said that Iraq had nuclear 
Understated 
tone, elegant form, Wein- 
berger’s essays are the reports 
“one man who reads the 
newspapers,” version the 
man the street, and anti- 
dote the professional 
blowhards. 


LAWRENCE WRIGHT 
THE LOOMING TOWER: 
AND THE 
ROAD 9/11 

Wright revisits and expands 
his earlier excellent reporting 
for the New Yorker, not only 
chronicling the origins and the 
inner machinations al-Qaeda 
but also offering an analysis of 
the complex, almost symbiotic 
relationship between Osama 
bin Laden and his number two, 
Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri. Much 
this ground has been covered 
other books, but nowhere 
more accessible and engaging 


JON GARELICK 


The best tim 
the worst 


_BY LLOYD SCHWARTZ 


BEST DEBUT Gustavo Dudamel leading the BSO Tanglewood 


his year Boston classical music lost 

some its most beloved figures 

some, like mezzo-soprano Lor- 

raine Hunt Lieberson, the very 

height their powers, others, 
like composer Daniel Pinkham and opera 
director Sarah Caldwell and her conductor/ 
collaborator, Osbourne McConathy, after 
long and gratifying runs. remember 
with affection superstar sopranos Birgit 
Nilsson and Elisabeth Schwarzkopf and the 
too-young Elizabeth (Betsy) Parcells, once a 
staple the Boston opera scene. Boston 
(though not only Boston) also saw the de- 
mise of the record store. But let’s concen- 
trate what have grateful for. 
Here’s look back 2006, splendid year 
even under the worst circumstances. 


MOST AMBITIOUS PROJECT 

BSO music director James 
Beethoven/Schoenberg project, which 
demonstrated the relationship between two 
classical music’s towering innovators. 
got Schoenberg’s surrealistic song cycle 
Pierrot Lunaire with the BSO Chamber Players 
and legendary soprano Anja Silja; the Violin 
Concerto with Christian Tetzlaff; the Piano 
Concerto with Daniel Barenboim; that vis- 
ceral and abstract monumental torso of an 
opera, Moses und Aron; and the romantic epic 
Gurrelieder, with Lorraine Hunt Lieberson, 
her last Boston performances, as the sor- 


rowing Wood Dove. Levine’s Beethoven was 
not consistently successful, but the con- 
certs which both preceded and fol- 
lowed the Beethoven and Schoenberg Violin 
Concertos (Tetzlaff in both) with his own 
string-orchestra arrangement 
Grosse Fuge represented the sin- 
gle most inspired piece programming I've 
ever heard the BSO. 


BEST OPERA CONCERT 

The highest several high points 
Levine’s Tanglewood season, and of the 
Mozart year, was concert 
version Don Giovanni, truly great per- 
formance this comic and harrowing mas- 
terpiece and how rare that? 


BEST REVIVAL 

In 1979, Emmanuel Music under Craig 
Smith gave the first uncut American per- 
formance Handel’s Orlando. This fall, 
Smith and Emmanuel Music began three- 
part exploration three great op- 
eras based stories from Ludovico Arios- 
to’s Orlando furioso. conducting 
demonstrated not only expertise but wis- 
dom, and both the singing and the playing 
(by some of the same musicians) were sub- 
lime. Countertenor Jeffrey Gall, sopranos 
Kendra Colton and Dominique Labelle, and 
mezzo-soprano Krista River were the out- 
standing singers. 


4) 


BEST DEBUT 

At Tanglewood, 25-year-old Venezuelan 
conductor Gustavo Dudamel, his BSO 
debut, not only lived up to his reputation 
one the most exciting young musi- 
cians the world but proved that the pro- 
gram to train young musicians in his na- 
tive country continues produce amazing 
musical results at the same time it’s sav- 
ing hundreds thousands impover- 
ished lives. 


BEST COMEBACK 

Benjamin Zander has won an internation- 
reputation for his performances 
Mahler, both with Philharmonia Orches- 
tra of London and here at home with his 
own Boston Philharmonic. In recent years, 
I’ve thought was coasting little. But 
his feverish and mercurial Mahler Fifth 
Symphony this year transported back 
the time when each his Mahler per- 
formances had something new and devas- 
tating say. 


BEST STAGED OPERA 
Intermezzo Chamber Opera has been spe- 
cializing brand new work, but its most 
successful efforts have been revivals neg- 
lected 20th-century masterpieces. This 
year, favorite fully staged opera was In- 
termezzo’s elegant low-budget version 
Benjamin Britten’s Curlew River. 
hurt that the superb cast, veteran music 
director James Busby, and young stage di- 
rector Andrew Ryker got expert advice 
from Colin Graham, the gifted British di- 
rector who staged the original production 
under the supervision the composer. 


MOST LIKELY SUCCEED 

the many memorable new works per- 
formed this year our excellent new- 
music groups, favorite surprise 
was the exquisite new choral 
piece by John Harbison, But Mary Stood 
(about Mary Magdalene), commissioned 
the Cantata Singers and led David 
Hoose with touching fervor. 


BEST CHAMBER CONCERT 
The apple ear was Russell Sher- 
man’s Mozart 25oth-birthday survey 
with Emmanuel Music, and especially 
the poignant Wind Quintet E-flat, 
which was joined some extraordi- 
nary Emmanuel wind players: oboeist 
Peggy Pearson, clarinettist Bruce Credi- 
tor, horn player Neil DeLand, and bas- 
soonist Thomas Stephenson. They prac- 
tically turned this heavenly chamber 
piece into another Mozart opera. 
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MOST AMBITIOUS PROJECT 
Beethoven/Schoenberg 
series, for which Daniel Barenboim 

played the Schoenberg Piano Concerto. 


times 


BEST KEYBOARD CONCERTS 
Pianist David Deveau (and chamber-music- 
piaying friends) began the New Year with 
Bank of America Celebrity Series Boston 
Marquee recital that ran exhilarating 
gamut from classic Haydn to Romantic Liszt 
to modernist Webern to contemporary Peter 
Child. And composer Frederic Rzewski de- 
livered engaging and especially his 
“melodrama” based Oscar Wilde’s Pro- 
moving solo recital the Boston 
Conservatory of his own challenging and 
surprising music. 


BEST VOCAL RECITALS 

Hard to choose between two superb but very 
different mezzo-sopranos. Delores Ziegler, 
in a concert presented by Richard Conrad’s 
the Bostonians, sang tender, unaffected, 
intimate Schumann, sensitively accompa- 
nied by her NEC colleague John Greer. Noth- 
ing least all ego comes between 
Ziegler and what she sings. And in a Bank 
America Celebrity Series appearance, the 
glamorous young Austrian mezzo Angelika 
Kirchschlager (superbly accompanied by 
Malcolm Martineau) offered an internation- 
variety art songs. Both these events 
were true lieder recitals, presenting great 
songs beautifully, honestly, and with 
gimmicks. Maybe it’s 


BEST VOCAL RECITAL Austrian 
mezzo Angelika 
was one them. 


iy 


CLASSICAL 


FRIDAY 
BOSTON BALLET 


Concerts 


THURSDAY 
BOSTON CAMERATA CONDUCTED 
BY JOEL COHEN 


SATURDAY 
BOSTON BALLET 


SUNDAY 


HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART | Thurs 4+ & 


Mass Ave, Boston | $25 


617.638.9 


FRIDAY 
CHORUS PRO MUSICA CONDUCTED 


A Cere- 


Bost 
BOSTON ‘CAMERATA cONOUCTED 
BY JOEL COHEN | See listir for 


Th 


$20-$60 | 617 


HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART | See lis 
for Thurs 


SATURDAY 

BOSTON CAMERATA CONDUCTED BY 
JOEL COHEN | See listing for Thurs 
HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART | See lis 
Thurs 


SUNDAY 
EMMANUEL MUSIC 


KEITH LOCKHART | See lis 


TUESDAY 

HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART | See listing for 
Thurs 

WEDNESDAY 

Dl EVANO STRING QUARTET 
Cuban, Colormbian, and classical | 9 
pm | Ryles jazz Club, 212 Hampshire 
St, Cambridge | $10 | 617.876.9330 


THURSDAY 
“DOWNTOWN CROSSING FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS” | with the RKW Season 
Serenade | noon-2 pm + 4-6 pm 
mer St [next to Macy's, across 
lene’s} | Free | www. downtownc 
ing.org 

HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART | See listing for 


previous Thurs 


DANCE 


Performance 


THURSDAY 

BOSTON BALLET | The Nutcracker | 
Thurs 7:30 pm; Fri noon + 7:30 pm; 
Sat 1 + 7:30 pm; Sun noon; Wed- 
Thurs 1 + 7:30 pm | Opera House, 539 
Washington St, Boston | $25-$95 | 
800.447 7400 


BOSTON BALLET See list 


THURSDAY 
BOSTON BALLET See listing 


Participatory 


THURSDAY 
EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE | 8-10-45 pm 


781.662.7475 


FOLK 


617.625.2222 


at7:30p 
versalist Church, 211 Bridge St. 
Salem | $4 | 978.745.2229 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
DANCE 9 30 


s Jazz Club 22 Harr 


FRIDAY 
a smoke-and alco- 


DANCE | sup 


of Our Sav 
Brookline $9 


617.721.0600 

HAVANA CLUB SALSA | 8:30 pm [rue- 
pm [salsa lesson}; 
ng} | Creek Club, 288 
Creen St, Cambridge | $12 
617.312.5550 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE | 8-1 
pm | Park Ave Con, 101 h 
50 Paul Revere Rd, / gton Heights | 
$8; $5 students | 781.662.7475 

NOCHES DE REGGAETON | 5 pm 


Ryles Jazz Club, 212 Han 


ional Church, 


SATURDAY 

HAVANA CLUB SALSA | 8:30 pm (rue- 
da lesson]; 9:30 pm [salsa lesson}; 

a [dancing] | Creek Club, 288 


a St, Cambri 
617.312.5550 
MELROSE CONTRA DANCE | 7 pm 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 70 W. 
Emerson St, Melrose | Suggested do- 
nal $6 | 781.665.3835 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS & 
SQUARES | & pm | Scout House, 74 
Walden St, Concord | $8 

978.369.7091 

SALSA NIGHT | 9:30 pm-1 am | Moji- 
tos, 48 Winter St, Boston | $10 | 
617.513.9841 

SCANDINAVIAN DANCE | 8-10:30 pm | 
Park Avenue Congregational Church, 
50 Paul Revere Rd, Arlington Heights | 
$7 | 781.891.3207 


SUNDAY 
FRIDAY NIGHT FUN with interna- 
tional Music Club | 8-1 pm | Park Av- 


| $12 | 


THE NUTCRACKER Boston Ballet through December 30. 


enue Congregational Church, corner 
of Park Ave and Paul Revere Rd, Ar 
lington F hts | $7; $4 students 
781.662.7475 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING | s- 
11 pm | MIT, Stratton Student Center, 
2nd floor or Room 491, 84 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge | Suggested donation $1 | 
617.253.FOLK 
ISRAELI FOLK DANCING | 8-10:30 pm 
with a beginner's dance at 7:30] | 
Temple Emanuel, 385 Ward St, New- 
ton | $5 | 617.254. HORA 
MAMBO/SALSA CLUB with music by 
Mackie Burnette and Dj O’Bruno|1 
pm | Middle East, 480 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge | $15; $12 studen 
617.524.2763 
SALSA NIGHT | 9:30 pm-1 am [with a 
lesson at 8:30 pm] | Mojitos, 48 Win- 
ter St, Boston | $10 | 617.513.9841 
SALSA SUNDAYS | 7 pm (6 pm lesson) 
| Ryles jazz Club, 212 Hampshire St, 
Cambridge | $10 | 617.876.9330 
“SUNDAYS ARE FOR SALSA” | 4-6 
pm | Extreme Danceport, 288 Norfolk 
St, Cambridge | $5 | 617.492.2122 
WEPA DANCE | 8 


MONDAY 
BULGARIAN/BALKAN DANCING | 
7:30-9 pm | Creen Street Studios, 185 
Creen St, Cambridge | $12 | 
617.840.2362 

HAVANA CLUB MAMBO MONDAY 
SALSA DANCE | 9:30 pm | Green 
Street Grill, 280 Creen St, Cambridge | 
$8 | 617.312.5550 | 

www. havanasalsa.com 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING | 8 pm-mid- 
night | Temple Kehillath Israel, 384 
Harvard Ave, Brookline | $5; $3 stu- 
dents | 617.576.5554 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | 7:4s- 
10715 pm | Springstep, 98 George P. 
Hassett Dr, Medford | $7; $4 students | 
617.661.5899 

SWING ARLINGTON | 9 pm [with 
lessons at 6:45 + 7:45 pm] | Elks 
Dance Hall, 56 Pond Lane, Arlington 
| $10 before 9 pm; $6 after | 
617.623.3134 


TUESDAY 

FOLK DANCING BY THE FOUNTAIN | 
7:30-10 pm | Trinity Church, Claren- 
don + Boylston Sts, Boston | Free | 
781.662.7475 


WEDNESDAY 
DANCE FREEDOM | a smoke- and al- 
cohol-free barefoot dance | 7:30 pm | 
First Congregational Church, 1 Car- 
den St, Cambridge | $6 | 978.369.7522 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE | 7:30- 


10:30 pm | Park Ave Congregational 
Church, 50 Paul Revere Rd, Arling- 
ton Heights | $9; $7 students | 
617.524.8869 

ISRAELI DANCE | 7-8 pm [family 
dancing}; 8-11 pm [regular session] | 
MIT, Student Center Sala de Puerto 
Rico, Room 407, 84 Mass Ave, 2nd 
Floor, Cambridge | Suggested dona 
tion $1; free for MIT students | 
617.484.3267 

SALSA NIGHT | 10 pm-1 am [with a 
lesson at 7:45 + 8:45 pm] | An Tua 
Nua, 836 Beacon St, Boston | $10 | 
617.513.9842 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SALSA with 
the Evan Cutierrez Salsa Band | 8-11 
pm | Les Zygomates, 129 South St, 
Boston | Free | 617.452.5018 


THURSDAY 
EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE | See listing for previ- 
ous Thurs 

GREEK FOLK DANCE | See listing 
for previous Thurs 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS & 
SQUARES | See listing for previous 
Thurs 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | See 
listing for previous Thurs 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE DANCE | See listing for 
previous Thurs 


READINGS 


THURSDAY 

“A YEAR OF POETRY” | Poetry Calen- 
dar 2007, with Robert Pinsky, David 
Barber, Jacquelyn Pope, Lloyd 
Schwartz, Don Share, Ben Mazer, 
Rosanna Warren, Daniel Tobin, Ka- 
tia Kapovich, Gail Mazur, Steven 
Cramer, Philip Nikolayev, John Hen- 
nessy, and editor Shafiq Naz |7 pm | 
Brookline Booksmith, 279 Harvard 
St, Brookline | Free | 617.566.6660 


SATURDAY 

CHRISTMAS READING |“ 

the Night Before Christmas” | 4 pm 
| Barnes & Noble at Boston Univer- 
sity, 660 Beacon St, Boston | free | 
617.267.8484 

“OPEN BARK POETRY NIGHT” | 
with Deborah Priestly | 8 pm | Out of 
the Blue Gallery, 106 Prospect St, 
Cambridge | Suggested donation $3- 
$5 | 617.354.5287 


SUNDAY 
LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM & 
JAM | 7:30 pm | Lizard Lounge, 1667 


Mass Ave, Cambridge | $6 | 
617.547.0759 

NEW VOICES OPEN MIC | literary 
open mic for women | 7:30 pm | Cen- 
ter for New Words, 7 Temple St, 
Cambridge | 617.876.5310 


MONDAY 

STONE SOUP POETRY OPEN MIC | 
with Jack Powers | 8 pm | Out of the 
Blue Gallery, 106 Prospect St, Cam- 
bridge | Suggested donation $4 | 
617.227.0845 


WEDNESDAY 

BOSTON POETRY SLAM & OPEN 
MIC | team poetry slam | 8 pm | 
Cantab Lounge, 738 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge | $3 | 617.354.2685 


EVENTS 


THURSDAY 

“WINTER SOLSTICE EVE” | songs, 
candle lighting, poetry, meditation | 
7:30 pm | Boston Theosophical Soci- 
ety, 21 Maple St, Arlington | Free | 
781.648.0101 


SATURDAY 

BOSTON FOUNDERS TRAIL WALK- 
ING TOUR | two-hour guided walk- 
ing tour of significant 17th-century 
Boston sites | 11 am-i pm | starts at 
Old State House, Congress + State 
Sts, Boston | $15 [advance reserva- 
tions necessary} | 781.639.4131 


THURSDAY 

“DISNEY ON ICE” | “100 Years of 
Magic” | 11:30 am + 3 pm | TD Ban- 
knorth Carden, 100 Legends Way, 
Boston | $16.50-$71.50 | 617.931.2000 


Gay Lesbian 
THURSDAY 


BENT | 10 pm | Middle East down- 
Stairs, 480 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 
$10 | 617.864.EAST 

THURSDAY 4 WOMEN | 10 pm | 
Modern, 36 Lansdowne St, Boston | 
$10 | 617.417.0186 


FRIDAY 

DYKE NIGHT | 9-10 pm | Toast 
Lounge, 70 Union Sq, Somerville | $7 
| www.dykenight.com 


SATURDAY 
GLITTER SWITCH DRAG KARAOKE 
| 8:30 pm | Club Hollywood Boston, 


41 Essex St, Boston | $5 | 617.417.0186 
PINK LESBIAN NIGHT | 10 pm | I/D, 
13 Lansdowne St, Boston | $20 | 
617.417.0186 


MONDAY 

LESBIAN RAP | 7:30 pm | Women’s 
Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge | 
Free | 617.354.8807 

LIVING ART GROUP | for lesbian, 
bisexual, transgender, and queer 
women, 13-25 | 6-8 pm | Boston 
GLASS Community Center, 93 Mass 
Ave, Boston | Free | 617.266.3349 
SPEAKEASY DISCUSSION GROUP 
FOR LGBT YOUNG ADULTS 18-25 | 
7 pm | Boston GLASS Community 
Center, 93 Mass Ave, Boston | Free | 
617.266.3349 


THURSDAY 


BENT | See listing for previous 
Thurs 

THURSDAY 4 WOMEN | See listing 
for previous Thurs 


Holidays 


THURSDAY 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR | 40 craft vendors sell- 
ing art, pottery, calendars, books, 
and more | Thurs-Fri 11 am-7 pm; 
Sat 10 am-7 pm | First Unitarian 
Church, Mass Ave + Church St, 
Cambridge | Free | 617.876.7772 


FRIDAY 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR | See listing for Thurs 


SATURDAY 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR | See listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 

“MATZO BALL” | drinks and danc- 
ing | 8 pm-2 am | Avalon, 15 Lans- 
downe St, Boston | $25 | 
617.262.2424 


Benefits 


FRIDAY 

“EMERALDS AND DIAMONDS” 
CONCERT TO BENEFIT RUSSIAN 
ORPHANAGES | concert and art 
show, with soprano Elena 
Zoubareva and painter Anna 
Kriger | 8 pm | Amazing Things 
Arts Center, 55 Nicholas Rd, Fram- 
ingham | $14; $13 students, seniors | 
508.405.ARTS 


at}; Fri 8p ally soid ou 4 
- $225 Parish of Watertown, 35 Church St, 
ine Virgin Mary 
Me 29 Central St, Somerville | Free : 
mony of Carols; sacred music; carols; 
brass chorale; audience sing-along|8 NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS & ace 
pm | Old South Church, 645 Boylston SQUARES | 7-30-10:30 pm | Concord 
Scout House, 78 Walden St, Concord ae 
$8; $5 students | 781.272.0396 
si St, Cambridge | $12 Defore 9:30 pm; $8 a 
after 9:30 pm | 617.876.9330 
Magruficat Phillips Congregational Church, 
a 4” as part of the 10 am and 7 pm services Mount Auburn St, Watertown | Sug PT betas. 
tr Emmanuel Church, 15 Newbury St, gested donation $8-$12; $5 teens; chil eg 5 
Boston | good-will offering dren free | 617.997.0948 
617.536.3356 EXPERIENCED ENGLISH COUNTRY 
HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY | Ch 
cing for iour, 25 Monmouth 
floor}, Baston | $10 | 617.388.0925 
Cambridge | $10 | 617.876.9330 
"4 


GORGEOUS, POETIC! IRRESISTIBLE display 
physical energy and emotional intensity! Boston 


featuring The Dresden Dolls 
directed Marcus Stern 


mysterious underground club, theatre meets punk cabaret. 
Zero Arrow Theatre 


corner Mass. Ave. and Arrow St., Harvard Square 


Thu this Fri 7&11 
Sat 2&8 Sun 2&7:30 


performed two 
Serious People 


“The funniest thing 
seen 


—Times Literary Supplememt 


only! 
Tue-Thu 7:30 
Fri8 
Sat 2&8 
Sun 2&7:30 


Loeb Stage 
Brattle Street 


50@$15@noon 


$15 tix noon day show phone person 


season sponsor 


LOCAL DATELINE 


Listen to 1000's of Local Singles F FREE 


Boston 
617.338.9990 


506.663.2600 
978.856. 0855 


FREE code 8833 
CALL NOW! 


\ Por other cities call 


VISIT 


Friendly, Customer Case 16+ uc 


More than any other DATELINE! 


Boston 


617.423.6666 

Brockton 
Framingham 
Lowell 0856 
Peabody 


FREE code 4258 
CALL 


Friendly Customer Care 16> 110 


PHONE SEX 
STRIPPERS 
MAN MAN 
ESCORTS 

CLUBS SPAS 
WILD SIDE 
EROSPHERE 


ADULT PERSONALS 


BOSTON PHOENIX DECEMBER 22, 2006 THEPHOENIX.COM 
photo by Michael Howard He 


MORE WOMEN 


More Reasons Call 


Where ungles 


908-556-2424 
781-452-3400 


1-800 


Boston 


lavalife.com 


NEW 1-900 Pricing Options! 
CALL NOW 1-900-622-1100 


PLEASURES 


Phone Fantasy Only 


1-900-226-9900 Incl. All Fetishes 


Minutes 


$36.95 
First and Bes! Phone the US... 


_SecretPhoneFantasy.com 


2 CALL CLASS FIEDS AT 617.450.8 
¥ x 4 
1 


LOCAL DATELINE 


CALL-LISTEN 


Listen to 1000's of Local Singles FREE! 


Boston 

FREE code 9000 

CALL NOW! 


For other cities call 


(888) MegaMates 


VISIT US ONLINE | 


The Pulse 


REAL LOCAL GIRLS 
GET NAUGHTY 
WITH YOU! 
] 


WILD HOOKUP DATELINE 


EVERYBODY’S 


ig 


THE HE-MAIL NETWORK 


REAL MEN LOOKING FOR REAL MEN 


WM from Brookline. 46.°5'10 
NM from Brookline, 46, 


Masseur and 


neaninglul, loving and caning LTR 


Das ‘ 


rcompany in the evening in the: 


THAN HEARNG WOMAN 


OFF... 


Zon Mid 40's M west of Boston, tating, 


| OF ned forthe first time. 


Jominant WM, 59, looking 


DIRTIEST 


NEEDS NOW! 


7 


70024- Hi. t'm Sheila from Bever very attractive single CD 03 
homeless . | am looking for.a oralis 
m. 
nd 
she, very a nary eve from the North Sho 7, 57,170, good k 
10222- Italian M from MA. 54, 220 very masculine Jog oltars follow. | hope tam not making 
f 70268- Dave, WM, 6°, 195, masculine, muscular. looking for. I'm from Bost ton and SO tends to ge and receive 


ADDIES 18. 
Show me how. 

Dave, 18yo in Boston !kg2 have some- 


one show me how to have a good 
time. Box 77051 (xp2/11) 
Very open minded. 

I'm a 42yo open minded, gdikg guy 

5'7, 165lbs, bionde/biue, goatee, hairy 
chest. Lkg2 meet other guys who 
knows how to have a good time. Box 
98061 (xp2/4) 

Strictly sexual relationship. 

MWM vers top 34yo 6' 220ibs biack/ 
darkskin/hazel very gdikg, no atti- 

tude ikg4 strictly sexual relationship 
VermonvKillington. Very clean/dis 
creet. Will return all calls. Box 32921 
(xp1/29) 

I have a horny mouth. 

Lkg4 masc tops who want to get their 
c’cks s*cked. Lkg2 be a reg. Must be 
masc, hairy’s a +. I'm 5'11 210ibs, 
masc, 7"cut, bubble butt, w/ a horny 
mouth. Box 99241 (xp2/3) 
Black/Latino a plus! 

GWM skg GM's 20-45. | give great 
head and I'm a btm. You be a top, any 
race, at your place. Box 87301 (xp2/3) 
Fun and Friendship. 

Doug, DGWM, 40yo, cute masc, c/s 

5’ 175ibs, grn eyes, attractive, funny 
\kg4 a gdikg masc guy for a LTR. Into 
sports movies playing pool etc. Live in 
N. Central MA. Box 46021 (xp1/29) 
Lkg2 to be on my knees. 

Married btm guy on the S. Shore. 
Lkg2 set up something to on a reg 
basis. |'m in shape, clean and dis- 
creet. Box 98461 (xp11/29) 
Aggressive top? 

Gdikg hairy masc Italian, 5°11, 180!bs. 
buzz cut, 7.5” thick, vers btm. Lkg 
other aggressive dom tops. Boston 
area, can travel. Box 55991 (xp1/28) 
Please be smali. 

Paul, guys w/ smail c"cks like 
myself. Box 60081 (xp1/20) 

Giving and receiving. 
Average biue collar worker Ikg4 casual 
sex. Loves giving and recerving, loves 
screwing around. Box 51471 (xp12/29) 
He's got it all. 
John hot Mediterranean Greek young 
44yo 6’ 215ibs br/br olive skin, 7 
Water sports making out mutual J/O. 
Multiples. Box 22701 (xp12/26) 
Low hanging baits. 

Bi-curious married guy, N. of Boston, 
gdikg, nice 7.5" by 5” 6" 185ibs, nice 
low hanging balls. Lkg4 gay or bi guy 
to give me the best blowjob I've ever 
had. Box 20811 (xp2/3) 

Suck & anally accept. 

Gdikg attractive athletic type Ikg2 s*ck 
& anally accept some hard c*ck. Box 
36591 (xp12/4) 

8” C*ck. 

Joe 35 175 Boston area good build, 8” 
normally a bottom ikg4 20s and 30s 
age range. I'm a nice guy. Box 50581 
(xp2/13) 

Fly me away. 

Down to earth sexy handsome guy 
for reg. Discreet hook up near Logan 
airport. Lkg4 cuddies, showers. With 
a down to earth handsome sexy guy 
with a big c"ck. Box 26231 (xp2/7) 
Sucking, touching, and more. 
Shawn in Quincy. Gdikg 32yo bi-WM. 
brown/brown, 6"1 220Ibs, avg build 
hairy chest/balls, 8”. Lkg4 other guys 
for dick sucking, touching, kissing 
and fun. | love the taste of cum. Box 
59931 (xp2/2) 

S. End P&P. 

Vers 5°10 170ibs mod hairy 7.5". work 
out a lot, in gd shape and always 
horny. Box 62651 (xp2/21) 


RIOU 


EATHE 
Stretching holes? 
Gdikg guy in Boston 6’ 180Ibs top 
guy !kg2 play with fun bottom g 
into a’s play lik eat as and f'ck 
Really into stretching holes and play- 
ing with toys. Safe and fun. Box 49871 
(xp12/8) 
Btm into servicing. 
I'm a horny btm love to service and 
into ass play. Lkg4 a well hung horny 
top. Age open. Boston area. Box 
69111 (xp1/28) 
Daytime servicing. 
Bi MWM, 41yo 170ibs ikg4 guys 
who want to hook up days & get their 
c’ck s"cked. | like mine s*cked, but 
not nec | like to do other things too 
Need to travel. Box 12901 (xp1/18) 
Flexible? 
BM sks WM who's very petite and 
flexible. Lkg2 try bareback. I'm very 
dom so be sub, 20-25. Box 50811 
(xp1/15) 
C*ck and ball worshiping. 
Let this older, attractive, GWM go 
down on you. Safe and discree. Let's 
role play. | can host in Lowell. Box 
55241 (xp12/2) 
18yo in Lynn. 
18yo in Lynn ikg4 someone who 
wants to get together and come down 
here to get their d*ck sucked. I’m 5'10. 
brn/bm, mod hairy, tongue pierced 
Ph# inci. Box 74791 (xp1/23) 
Daytime bottom. 
43yo MWM bi-curious Ikg4 a btm and 
give me what is best. Daytime is best. 
Box 67781 (xp1/12) 
Love to eat a*s? 
I'm 32, GWM, total btm. Lkg4 a guy 
around my age straight acting, masc/ 
musc, top & loves to eat and pen- 
etrate a’s for reg basis hook ups. Box 
41311 (xp1/25) 


Dom and aggressive? 

Mark, WM 45yo brn/hazel, c/s, 5°10 
140lbs, vers btm. Lkg4 dom aggres- 
sive guys. Ph# Incl. Box 67541 
(xp1/31) 

Love to hook up. 

37yo btm SS Plymouth area. Lkg4 
tops masc str8 acting. I'm 6’ shaved 
head mod hairy decent build 175ibs. 
Box 92131 (xp1/26) 

Latino top. 

34yo married Latino, 5'4 140ibs, c/s, 
mod hairy Ikg4 a btm. Must be clean 
and discreet. | live in Prov, work in 
MA. Must travel. Box 75871 (xp1/26) 
Love to cuddle. 

Frank. Somerville. 150ibs br/br 
mod hairy 8"cut, have my own 

place. Love to cuddie make out full 
body massage. Ph# incl. Box 86291 
(xp11/30) 

Muscle worship. 

Middle aged bind/biu btm ikg2 service 
a blue collared masc, musc guy who 
is interested in getting his dick sucked 
and his as"hole cleaned. F*ck me at 
your will. Box 11221 (xp1/13) 

Make new friends. 

Doug 5'7 180ibs 51yo DGWM, prof c/ 
C/S, Italian/irish, fun, love outdoors. 
Please have famity qualities 

and prof, N/S. Email inci. Box 45861 


ANYTHI 


Always ready & moist. 


4yo college s 


Thin guys please. 


BM, 35yo 5'9 190ibs 7.5"cut, top. into 
thin guys 18-35, BMs or HMs. Ph# 
Incl. Boston area. Box 
N. Shore J/O & more! 
Jay, ikg2 20k up N. of Boston for 
Vo oral ai ybe more. Box 71921 


21 (xp1/14) 


(xp1/1 
Licking, sucking & more! 
Rick, 5°10 175ibs gdikg br 
free. Lkg4 btr 
oral, nipple: play, 
etc. Box 99371 (xp1 
Bubbie butt btm. 
Mark, 36yo 32” waist Spanish, total 
btm w/ a great bubbie butt. Seeking a 
total top. Box 35541 (xp1/12) 
F*ck buddies. 
S. Shore, 36yo 5'11 175ibs shaved 
head. mod hairy. if your older, you're 
the top, if I'm older, I'm the top. Box 
32791 (xp1/13) 
Musc construction worker. 
Michael, 35, 5°11, 190ibs, musc con- 
struction worker, goatee, 8” cut. Lkg4 
a heavier older to show me and teach 
me. Box 23871 (xp1/6) 
Young, boyish 
Attractive, 33yo, BM, br/br, smooth 
6'2, 180!bs. Lkg2 hookup with young 
slim, boyish btms. E-mail incl. Box 
38521 (xp1/8) 
Just be OLDER! 
Over 50? Like getting naked with 
another guy? Watching another guy 
being watched? Helping each other 
get off? Nudism? Exhibitionism? I'm 
5tyo gdikg decent shape and 
older guys. Box 23161 (xp12/11) 
Aggressive top. 
Bob, italian 5°10 195ibs solid, aggres- 
sive top. Lkg4 btms that love giving 
oral. Also ikg4 guys that want to get 
nailed in front of their girt. Fail River 
area. Box 54361 (xp12/6 
Monogamous relationship. 
55yo 5'8 165ibs clean discreet 
7"uncut. Into hugging kissing oral giv- 
ing/receiving. Lkg4 a monogamous 
relationship. Quincy. Box 58221 
(xp12/11) 
Metrowest Foot Fetish 
WM, 40's, 6'2, 195ibs, clean healthy 
D/O free Love to be with another guy 
and have a foot fetish. Box 92301 
(xp12/14) 
Your btm pig. 
Btm pig ikg4 a top pig. Into getting 
down on my knees and licking out 
your hole. | like getting Mcked, into 
watersports and whatever toys you 
have. Box 51631 (xp12/7) 
Hairy sub btm boy. 
30yo sub btm boy, 5'8 hairy 
chest. Lkg4 musc tops. Box 35731 
(xp12/7) 
Please te 50 +. 
GWN, 60s, 6'1, dark hair moustache 
ikg4 someone for friendship or LTR. 
| lke cards, restaurants open to new 
things. Will return ail calls. Box 71781 
(xp12/25) 
Construction worker. 
Steve, 6'1, 210ibs construction 
worker, vers. Lkg2 meet a nice guy 
for no hassie fun, any age or race. 
Very discreet, N of Boston. Box 63261 
(xp12/21) 
S*cking U off in panties. 
Paul. Must travel. into wearing nylons 
panties lingerie stripping for guy, 
in front of them posing. I've been 
pleased, but |'ve never pleased 
another guy; | want to try it. Box 
80221 (xp12/23) 


brn, hairy 


disease 0 like 


GAY & BI LOCALS 


SO MANY GUYS - Listen & Reply to Ads FREE! 


Boston 
617.423.6666 
Brockton 774.776.7006 
Framingham 508.663.2400 
Lowell 978.856.0856 
Peabody 978.854.0854 
Providence 401.738.7788 


FREE code 4284 
CALL NOW! 


For other cities cail 


(888) MegaMates 


MegaMates.com EGA 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888)MegaMales 18+ ©2006 


per minute 


OR 


NORTH MAIN STREET SPA 


1185 North Main St. 
401.453.6677 
Directions: 


TABLE SHOWER 


www.northmainstreetspa.com 


401-831-8818 


Benefit St. Pawtucket, 


Dry SAUNA AND Rus 


pe 
ig 


TABLE SHOWER 


Take exit (Thurbers Ave). Keep right the fork the ramp. Follow Thurbers Ave (west) for 1/2 
mile. Turn left onto Broad St. 1021 Broad the right, 2nd floor. Private parking behind building. 


CLUBS AND SPA 
a by 
4 4 
? 
Sey 


10” Pure Meat 
Are you looking for something 


big and black to choke ¢ 


$100.00 617-719-0639 


A MARDI GRAS NYMPHO 
36-28-36, 8" DOM/X-DRESS 
wild anal/oral party w/ raven 

haired sex goddess. Anal 
specialist First timers LISA 


617-426-5221 


FRESH MEAT 

Angela & Toya: new in 
town. Both 9” FF. 1 Black 1 
White Lookn 4 a real nasty 
guy that wants to have a 
3some Love to role play & 
use toys 24/7 S. End loc 
617-938-1219 


HOT AMERICAN 
SHEMALE 


jessica, friendly brunette 
w/ killer bubble butt, 
130!bs 8” unhurried. 


617-947-5773 


PATRICIA 

/ 130Ibs. 36C-24 
36 8 Functional 
617-347-0267 


TS AMBER BANG 
VISITING 

Top girl looking for those 
bottom boys to ride. $100 
fiat rate. I'm a hot 360-25- 
36 9°FF 


“82-215-316-5801 


TSLOLA 


Back by popular demand. 
340-24-36. Size 7. 8: thick 


“~ 


ASIAN SHEMALE HOT AND SEXY candy. for session 
GINGER: Hot sexy Asian today. Business men only. 
functional, that likes 781-526-4772 
like a nice time please call. Loc on top. 36-26-36. IN call. | 
Beautiful Latina sex maniac | InCall Ont | LOCATION 
ARA Specializing in beginners onb | visiting one wee 
WINDY Cum see what | have to offer! , “ j 857 540-25 ee | 


Hot, sweet sexy ASIAN, 5'7", 
5'S” 120!bs 3600-25-36 seeking 


125ibs, 22yo. Boston incalls. 
men for those who need the 


best. Located in So. End. incall 8" FF. appt. only 617-233- 
BIRTTANY LET’S HAVE FUN 


Gorgeous black TS doll. New 
in town 40DD 8.5" FF. Discreet 
N. Shore loc. Satisfaction 


Sexy Black TS Angeia 21 
well hung and full of cum 
Looking for an ail night 


New 


guaranteed party guy. South End 
location 617-445-2361 
857-272-5531 ae 
DEE DEE Miranda Pre-Op 
Hot and Spicy, young Asian Horny exotic Latina waiting 


for you. Specializing in 
beginners. 


617-288-2505 


she-maie. Fully functional 
36C-25-36. Serious calls only. 


“82-617-816-3446 


Dick Him Down MIRANDA 


Horny black TS looking to give 
The new Latin sensation. 9° FF 


Long & Hard 
Day at Work 
We'll Cum 


horny men a ride on her 10 


MALE FORM 


T SE ‘ ECEMBER 67 
THE BOSTON PHOENIX | ADULT SERVICE DECEMBER 22, 2006 ae 
594 93: 
617.59 .932 NO BLOCK # 


Some college 
preferred, 
no exp 
necessary. No 
transportaion 
needed 
Call Julia 


(Actual photo, 


Off 128 


*82-781-552-9015 


CALLS AFTER 


BLONDE 


NORTH SHORE 
BOSTON 


DATY,GS, 
GREEK FUN 


Heidt 


and surrounding areas 
‘calls 


#1128 Asian Beauty 
Exit 36 

Pretty & friendty Chinese 
girl offers full body 
professional massage 
617-334-4501 


#1128 ASIAN 
CUTIES Exit 


Asian girls w/ class & 
beauty specializing in 
erotic sensuality. 


617-839-8942 


#1128 EXOTIC ASIANS 
Exit 34 

Young Asian girls are 

like flowers- beautiful, 
fragrant, sweet. soft to 
touch, and guaranteed to 
brighten your day. 


617-839-8342 


#193 EXIT6 
SHORE PLAZA 


Body massage & body 
shampoo by young sweet 
Asian girls Dy appt 


617-224-6087 


Amazing 
Touch 
128 


exit36 
Best full body massage 
provided by a charming 
Asian Giri. 


617-334-4501 


#1 ASIAN Q DOLLS 
Best hot massage & body 
shampoo by young Q 
ASIAN DOLLS. By appt 
only, in/Out 


781-316-4665 


DREAM GIRLS 


Very Lovely Asian 
ladies welcome you to 
experience the Ultimate 

massage. IN/OUT 


QUINCY 


ELLIE 


or KATE 36yrs 


Passionate alluring 


617-540-4015 
CALL 


slender 


#1 HOT ASIAN BABES 
Waiting for your call. Best 
Shampoo- Massage of 
your life, Escape for thr+. 
Here to fulfil! your dreams. 


Quincy 
617 773 8901 


QUINCY 


Oriental Massage 
Best body massage by 
beautiful Asian girls. Body 
shampoo to Relieve your 
stress. Enjoy & relax everyday. 


617-778-4068 


#1SUZYQ 
Petite Attractive Asian w/ 
toned body 5'2” 106 Ibs. 
34B-22-32. Lng bik hair 
Dimensions & Asian origin 
100% Guartd. independent 
Escort. Strictly Outcall only. 
24/7. College grad speaks 
fluent English. 


617-853-8599 


SWEET 
PRETTY ASIAN 
FRAMINGHAM 


Young & sweet Asian 
masseuses are eager 

to give a soothing and 
sensual massage. IN/OUT 
617-785-3693 


$100 Outcalls 

Seeing is believing Many 
beautiful ‘women for you to 
choose from. Cail STACY “82 
617-894-3216 


STAR FANTASY 
Hey guys, let's make your 
night 2 sinfully sexy night. 
Just the way you like it. 
36C-22-32 


*82-617-980-2565 


$50 Massage 

Many women for any kind of 
man. All types, altages. Talk to 
CHRISSY *82-781-913-8793 


AAA 


First touch 
$70 per Hr. 
Asian Massage 
128/95 Ext. 22 
NEW GIRL 
"82 
617-334-3104 


ABSOLUTE 

my hair.my lips, my legs, my 
face, my chest and even my 
feet very discreet! the title says 


it all now its your turn to call 


Outcall only. 617-833-8059 


Absoiute Pleasures 


Your pleasure is my #1 goal 


34D-24-32 
781-521-5173 
ABSOLUTELY SEXY 


Hot Asian girl S’6" 34C-24-36 
from Florida. Let's frolic & play 
together! IN Call LILY 


*82-617-451-1312 


ALL LOVER 
Extreme pleasures 

Do you want to dress 
up? We make you look 
pretty. Fetishes weicome. 
Beautiful dominas. We 
will own you. Out/In call 
617-997-6743. Also hiring 
in Boston 


ALYNA 
Exotic Asian girl, 26yrs, S’7, 
130tbs, 40-26-36, tanned 
& toned lingerie. Down 
town location. INCALL 
ONLY. 


617.416.9494 


AMAZING 
Classy sexy exotic Brazilian, 
2iyo, S'7, 34-24-36, aim 
to please. For 2 good time 
call! Freaky, fetishes. 
In/Out Cail 


617-315-3099 


ANGEL 
Nr. 128 EXIT 


Body relax. 
Body Shampoo 
By appt only. 


781-S48-8799 


ANITA 
Fabulous at 40-GFE 
Sophisticated yet down to 
earth. A voluptous 400-28 
38, S°S, IN/OUT 
“82-781-414-1251 


ANNABEL 


tf you need an escape, my 
piace is the perfect get away 
very pretty, sweet. & 


sexy. I'll treat you real nice 


617-378-7698 
ANYTHING GOES 


jasmine: petite 340-24-36 


Ask about my pe 


friend. Out-calis onty. 617-388 


3761 


#ASIAN COLLEGE 
SWEETIE 
ALLSTON. 


Asian giris w/Class & 
beauty specializing in erotic 
sensuality. Look no further 
our girts are waiting to fulfill 
your passionate fantasies 


857-221-7285 


Asian Girl 

Beautiful girl. Best Service 
on Tremont St Boston. 
Near Chinatown 857-413- 
9092 857-222-9073 


#ASIAN MODELS 


Come meet a woman who 
is sexy, beautiful & exotic 
for much needed relaxation 
you seek. in/Out 


617-828-2550 


ASIAN OUTCALL 


Available in metro Boston 


617-777-6585 


{ASIAN 
PLEASURES 
QUINCY. 


Hot and young Asian eirts 
waiting to meet you and give 
you a hot sensual massage 
You ve been yearning for 
something to put you ease 
Let us be that something 


617-828-5693 


ASIAN RUB SALEM 
NASHUA 
N.HAMPSHIRE 
Fresh face each wk! 10-10 In 


*82-617-778-3404 


BARELY LEGAL 
This peautiful Asian girl 
will take your breath away 
& be stress free with the 
best shampoo & bodywork 
in Quincy 


617 773 8921 


BEST MASSAGE 
WEST CITY. 
NEAR MAJOR 

MASS PIKE. 


a.m-3 p.m. 
CLEAN & PRIVATE 


617-332-5323 


BIG BEAUTIFUL 

S'2" 265 ibs 480 Fill up 
the holes. Greek, Facials, 
anything. 1A North Lynn 


Area, in Calt §08-527- 
3974 


BODY BEAUTIFUL 


Tan toned body long 


24-34 lingerie, high heels. IN 


calls only 


781-283-9846 
~CANDY GIRLS- 


hi gentieman, looking for 
c fun girls tonight? look 
urther. different females of 


ent nationalities are avai 


attractive, fun, willing to 


Diamond 


about my fr ends we nope to 
hear from you. 617-259- 
5110 


INCANDY!! 

Tall, slim blondie w/ a great 
Outcalis. Blocked 
it accepted!!! *82- 978- 


CHAMPAGNE 
DREAMS 


If you're generous and rub 
me the right way, | will 
make all your dreams come 
true. 36C-22-32. 120ibs. No 
GFE 24/7. 


“82-617-980-2565 


CHARLIE’S ANGELS 


One cali does it ali. Blonde, Red 
or Brunette. In/Out 95/128/93 


617-416-1993 
CHINESE GIRLS 


Sweet girls. Best Massage. 
Appts near Chinatown. 


617-482-1038 


CHINESE 
SWEETIES 


Somerville. 

Sweet 6 reserved Chinese 
girts known to please, amaze 
& soothe. IN/OUT 


617-833-0641 


Cindy Snow 
Sexy 21 yr 


me 


old blond, Bend 


2:30p www 


8740 


DIANA 
Hot Asian princess. The 
be legs in town. S'7 126Ibs 


38C-24-36, all 4 U. In call 


“82-617-482-0607 
Do you like big things? 


Big in the top, big in the back 
if big things are your passion 
you are very close to happiness, 
pretty face a lot of fun, sure 2 
make U happy call me 617-833- 


Pleasure touches by erotic 
female. 5'7 120 36C-26- 


36, Grt bod! Biond/biu. 
tan/toned Flexible! Others 
avail. Out/In 24/7. AmEx 
accpt 


"82-857-204-3427 


Exclusive 

For intimate moments & a 
night of pleasure With young 
beautiful ladies! Pick up your 
phone & call us 24/7 Outcalls 
617-833-8059 


EXOTIC GODDESS 
Young & fun Asian Hawaiian 
mix. Fishnet stocking & more. 
Out calls only 24/7 2 girl special 
EXTREMELY CORGEOUS 
Italian and Egytian girl. In/Out 
Rt. 99 Maiden 24hrs 617-461- 
6057 


Penny; voluptuous red 


MILF GFE+ speaks Greek. Lydia 
27 yo busty brunette GFE+ 
speaks Greek. Carrie; sexy soccer 
mom, tan, tight and toned CFE 
93N/495 area *82-781-710-1088 
www.roomservicegiris.com 


GENTLEMEN PREFER 
CURVES 


Native American goddess 
25yo offering professional fu 
service. In/Out calls. 5°9 230!bs 
honey skin, 38D, brown eyes. 


blonde hair. 1/2hr rat 


avail for 
in call only. Call Gold *82-508 
345-5596 


has tenido un dia 
fuerte ? estas 
cansado? 


nesecitas relajarte y pasar 
un buen rato tlamame, y 
te garantizo que pasars un 


momento inolvidable. 617- 


833-8059 
HAT TRICK 


Andrea and Veronica; 21 yo hot 
Spanish girls GFE. Gina; 26 yo 
tall busty bombshell. joycetin 
27 yo brunette wet & wild GFE 
heels & stockings. Metro West 
area “82-781-795-4025 www. 
roomservicegiris.com 
HAWAIIAN BARBIE 
Sweet & sexxxy 5'3” 110!bs long 
dark hair hazel eyes. in & out 


617-833-8059 
HEAD TOE SEXY 


italian girl Satisfaction 
guaranteed 24hrs 781-414-1227 


HELP KINKY 


Visual guarantee Beautiful 
woman 24hrs 857-753-0612 


HO! 


Rebecca; 40 yo petite slender 
MILF. Nadia; 32 yo black French 
chocolate Oh La La. jade; 28 


Asian model material 
*82-617-729-4040 www 
roomservicegirls.cor 
HOT NEW 
PLAYMATE 


Visual guarantee Sexy body 
beautiful face Lets have fun 
24hrs *82-978-337-8215 


JENNA 


Mature. 


beautiful, kind, 
sensuous, & patient. All natural 
redhead, nonsmoker. Photos 
ontine. 250 hr. & 1S0 1/2 hr. 617 
595-8869 

Lips, Eyes and a Beautiful 
Size 

With a body ike this you better 


call! 38C-22-36 15ibs *82- 


ALL AMERICAN 


girls. sincere prompt discreet. 
617-742-8662 
MOLLY 
Lovely, mature, sensual 
voluptuous bright & giving. just 
me. Out calls. 


978-397-9924 


NAUGHTY NURSE 
Back on duty. Kinky medica! 
exam done in a private setting 
Greek avail. In call only. Cum 
get healthy. GFE. Women 
welcome. 


774-243-3403 


ES 


— 
Crystal 
; ‘ 
Met mm over, | love to be licked 
8059 
617-318-4487 


GIRLS 
FENWAY PARK 


7 DAYS FOR APPT. 
617-247-5908 


NEW YEAR 

NEW GIRLS 

WE HAVE NEW RATES & high 
quality service, The 
international companions 24/7 
outcall. incall, we go anywhere. 
Woman 6 men 781-266-6001 


finest 


NIA 
S'S 119ibs 36C natural, 
exotic naughty girl loves 


spankin, & playing w/ 
herself. Now Hiring. 


617-816-6852 


NICE YOUNG GIRLS 


in calls in Nashua area 
In/Out calls in WH area 
Completely discreet 
603-623-8008 
NORTHSHORE'S CHOICE 
23yr Brazilian mix 34D w/a 
delicious ass 781-521-5173 


PHILIPINO CUTIE 
19 yo 38C-22-36 S'3” and 115 Ibs 
I'm a beautiful young female 


looking for you Call me at *82- 
305-747-2654 


POLE POLISHING 
Thick lips curvy hips, very 
sexy smile. Blonde, blu 
eyes waiting 2 give Ua 


luscious experience you'll 
never forget. 


617-980-3614 


QUINCY 

ASIAN GIRLS Best Fat! 
Body Massage. Relax and 
Enjoy. Appts. Limited. 
Route 93 Exit #8. GT7- 
472-6728 


SEXY BLONDE 

Busty young girl 
4 your call! 
to me! North Shore incalls 


781-313-2753 
SEXY VIXEN 


in need for some nasty 
pleasure. Don't waste your 
time. Call now. Blonde hair 
blue eyes. 36C-26-36 


617-380-2026 


waiting 
Treat yourself 


SOUTH BEACH 


BLOND 

Come enjoy company of 
seductive females. 5°S, 120, 
36C-26-36, bionde/blu tan! 
in/out. 24/7. AmEx ACCT. 
Others avail. 


*82-781-€30-3196 


SUNSHINE GIRLS 
All nationalities. North Shore 
location. In/Out Ready to piease 


Not tease. 866-519-4468 


TAILORED INTERLUDE 
Taylor- Glamorous 39yr 
blonde, 36D, long sculptured 
legs. Upscale companionship. 
Expensive, but guaranteed to 
suit your desires. Out only, (M- 
F) by appt “82-401-864-0564 


Hot Asian. Friendly and 
beautiful female that would 
like to fulfill your fantasy. Good 
company. 25YO 36C-26-38, S'S. 


781-241-8796 


THE PLAY HOUSE 
L 


to have a good time? Enjoy 


of young women? 


Wellc or one of my friends 
2 come by and play. in & Out call 


617-833-8059 


MALE 
ESCORTS 


#1 MALE ENCOUNTER 
Sensual male to male massage 
by handsome white muscular 


male. 
617-782-4499 
RELAXING MALE 
MASSAGE 
WITH Guy! 
inexperienced OK 


617-644-BODY 


EXIT6 
MASSAGE BY MAGIC 
HANDS. By appt. Nr RT 
93 Exit 6, RT. 3 

S. SHORE PLAZA 


617-224-6087 


#1 ABSOLUTELY BEST 
Best body rub, best body 
massage, best body 
shampoo. By appt only, 
in/Out: 


978-652-2265 


#1 ASIAN BODY RUB 
Young Asian girls w/ magic 
touch. Close ur eyes, relax, 
you'll feel young again. Full 
body work. Quincy. 


617-773-8783 


#1 FULL BODY 
MASSAGE 

By young pretty. Enjoy 
Relaxing music. very 

Sexy petite blonde/Tan 
complexion. Body shampoo 
Quincy 

617-376-2207 


#1 HOLLAND BODY 
MASSAGE 

Barely legal. Take ur breath 
away. Make U feel good. V 
Safe. Unforgettable time. 
Quincy. 


617-376-2216 


KONG 
MASSAGE 


Best massage for relaxation. 
Near Chinatown. 10am-3pm. 
Cail 617-319-2671 


#1 Swedish Massage 
Exp the best by Shannon & 


friends. 617-207-1809 
BBW MASSAGE 


265 lbs 480 Will wd 


Stress away. 1A North Lynn 
Area. in Call S08-527-3974 


BEST BODY RUB 
BY BEAUTIFUL LADIES 
N128 EXIT34 BY APPT. 
10am-Spm. 


781-332-1689 


BEST MASSAGE 
The best massage for 

your reiexation. Near 
Chinatown. Open everyday 
Niam-8:30pm. 


617-777-7082 


BLISSFUL 
MASSAGE 


ALL BEAUTIFUL ASIAN 
GIRLS BOSTON 
(WN CALL / OUT CALL 


617-222-0472 


HOLISTIC SPA 
Therapy Center. Certified 
massage therapist. Cedar 

stearmroom. 195 Squire Rd. 
2nd Fl. Revere, MA. Open 

7 days. 


781-485-1900 


MERMAID 
MASSAGE 


Oriental! beautiful, relaxing 
massage w/ 
gentle smooth touch. 
Shower. Quincy 


857-221-0195 


OFF 128 EXIT 
BEST RUB SWEET GIRL 

APPT 


781-948-8793 


ORIENTAL TOUCH 
Professional Full Body 
Massage by Linda 
Guaranteed relaxation. 
Appts 10am-10om 


617-669-6008 


Petite Girl 


SS minn. of 
Boston 


617.304.5594 


Aswailist 


Lin, 


Way 


cal 


Penis 


Lessons 


GELS 
PILLS 
PUMPS. 


GROW BIGGER 


WITH 
HANGING, 
CLAMPING, 
etc 


| 


MASSAGE 
Convenient location, Davis 
Square, Fully licensed. Free 
parking. 617-820-6688 


review 


MAKING OVER 


NOUS 


Very Sexy 38D 
Slim upscale ferale 
Open- minded w/private home 
Very discreet daytime 


603-425-0086 


PHONE 


Boston Hottest Sex Talk! 
1-800-811-4048 
1-900-263-9666 


CLOSETED LOCAL BI GUYS 
Call 857-223-1100 
or 800-777-8000 
FREE code 6718 


Dating is better here! 

Cait 857-223-1000 
Try FREE! Use 5559 
or 800-210-1010 


code 


Horny Housewives 
1-800-960 
1-800-529-5733 


4328 


Intimate Connections 
1-800-619-CHAT (2428) 
From to $2.98/mini8+ 


Sizzling Hot Phone Talk 
1-800-785-2833 
1-900-263-9666 


From $2.50/min 18+ 


XXX Fantasy Personal 
XXX 

All. lifestyles. 
1-800-3990 
1-900-443 
From 2.98/min 18+ 


kinks, Fetishes 
9377 


§222 


ADULT 
EMPLOYMENT 


Attractive Dancer Type 
Girls 

Earn Extra Money! Part Time 
or Full Time. No Experience 
Necessary. Leave Message: 978 
204-2078 


Everything 


HIRING! 


All nationalities. 18-25. Flexibie 
hours. Earn up to $1,000 to 
$1,500 per day. Females only. 


617-799-5373 


Start the New 
Year Off Right! 


Looking to fulfill your new 
year's resolution by earning 
more money? New escort 
service needs hardworking 
girls. Uniimited earning 
potential. Girls of European 
6 Asian decent encouraged 
to apply. Call to set up 
interview: 617-412-0801 
1-888-474-16N 


STILL HUNGRYSSSS 

Working more.. making less?? 
if you are an attractive, reliable 
sober female, and want to make 
the BIGSSS you deserve. Come 
and join New Englands busiest 
escort agency!! No experience 
necessary. Flexible schedules. 
Suburban locations. Female 
operated!! Call NOW!! 978-482 


4100 www. roomservicegirls 


THAN HEARNG WOMAN 


GET OFF... 


10 MBER 22 RVICES | Th 
1-617-695-1311 


BALI DAY 204 Westminster St. ist floor, Providence, 


BODY RUB 
DRY SAUNA 
BODY SHAMPOO 

10AM - MIDNIGHT 
BODY SHAMPOO 

Take 


Turn Left on Fountain St 


One Custom House Street Floor Providence Tum Right Westminster pleasant and with very courteous 


edg 


Come treat your 
body right 
Dry Sauna 


FROM MASS.: Exit 30, Right lights 
‘ Next light go right. Straight next light. Right at 
375 Admiral Street next light. Next 


FROM Ri: Exit Left Lights. Next 
light go straight. Next light go right. Straight next 
light. Right next light Next 


SHERIDAN ST. CENTRAL FALLS, 


401.722.8222 


per minute 


EAVESDROP 


Providence, Ri 


On LIVE PHOME SEX CALLS 


| 
band 
ay 


CLASS! pans ater 


EMAIL CLAS ¥ 


PMIAN CLAS: EDS@PHX.COM 


Therapy 
Pleasant 
401-728-1700 


Full Steam Room Dry Sauna 
Body Bodywork 


Swedish Shiatsu Massage 
Open 9AM 11PM Days Street Parking 


From Providence-Take Exit 28-Right off Ramp School 
Take Right first light onto Division St. 2nd light 
ake Right onto Pleasant St. 
Exit 27-Take Right onto George 
First Right onto East Ave Ramp. Then First Right 
Base hill onto Pleasant St. 


Walk-Ins Welcome! 


‘Contin 


TO PLACE sah UR AD 


‘CAL CLASSIFI ED 


CLASSIFIEDS@PHX.COM 


LINGERIE 


318 Squire Road, Revere 


Source 


Sassy Shoes 


Sexy Linge 


URCHASE 

350 


* Expiere 1/31/2007 


: 
2 


Wer 


‘ROUND 
OUTDOOR 


AAO 


CIAAC 


NEW ENGLAND'S ONLY CHOICE FOR ADULT ENTERTAINMENT! 


Customer Appreciation 

Dances ALL ond 
TUESDAY ONLY 

MONDAY, TUESDAY WEDNESDAY COVER AFTER GPM THE ALL NUDE FANTASY ISLAND 


FREE SECURE PARKING BUSES ALWAYS WELCOME NOW OFFER KENO ALL LOTTERY GAMES ALWAYS LOOKING 


OPEN DAYS 


Over $400 cash prizes! 


FOR NEW 


ALYVA 


SECURE 


PARKING 


STAFF DESIRE 
WISH ALL OUR 

FRIENDS HAPPY 
ALL 
THE BEST THE 


your credit card, 


BRAZILIAN/ITALIAN GROUP FUN LOVE HEAD 
have a e trea = ju asual sex 
knows how to show ns in. #5618 —e ag 
an out of towner a s sex. #5808 
I'VE BEEN NAUGHTY 
NIGHT BREAK ME IN! someone to do bad thines with HAPPEN 
Very sweet monthe quiet sidewithawild Fantasy/reality, fetish, SEM 
te clean, & ready for BED. Cambridge Area. Venesia 


my place. WM’s & CPLS, 2 Gir 


INTERESTED show. #4929 
N | like tryine different thin 1 
MAKE 
t a wom unc e v 
Looking for someone JUICES FLOW 
wets en ties but is New to this and oking 
to their self some pleasure. If you can make 
BRIANNA 
= tdoor sex. Into anvth 
brown skin CURIOUS outdoor sex. any 


to eet my temp ris 
m pretty with tog vy temp 


with a soft touch. Looking t 


have fun. #9596 NEED A SPANKING 
er just want bondage/spankin 
CAN YOU HANDLE ME? whips. | want spanked 
e submissive side. have  Soyouthink youcanhuh? Let's LITTLE RED SEEKS hard. | don der m 
years experience in the life ee about mouttolook BIG BAD WOLF kinky w ke to try 
fora the area m an exhibitionist. attra 
> 3 wouid love to make some new very V . 
play, older NEW & OPEN 
a0y wn 
ty t FEMININE Gut open to new 
 @Lilyi301 #576 Worn — ; LOVE A CHALLENGE experiences. | like my sex sane 
terest mvery sexy, very understanding & sober, love giving/receiving 
jel artiste coup with more than one 
e work an fully fy. # 8 


ANYWHERE 
ANY these ads and 


SAVE 


BUY BLOCK TIME AND GET 


DISCOUNT PRICES 
min. Only $40 
min. Only $75 
min. Only $99 
min. Only $130 


CALL TODAY 
617) 


NEWBIE... 


un and exp e wha 

here. New to t 
#564 

NEWLY SINGLE 

I'm 23yo cutie king for 
friends with benefits. I'm 


fun-loving & always down for 


whatever. Look for some 


people to go out on the t 


with and see what happens 
after. #5811 
NURSE WANTS DOCTOR 


I'm just curious 


and looking 


around for some role play fun 
Call for more info. #6117 
OLDER MAN... 


Younger woman. Good looking 


female seeks, kind, open 
minded, mature, generous male 


who's 


pen 


ongoing relat 
Sincere replies only- lets talk 


#4923 


ORAL 
Attractive, sexy SWF, 34 
55", brunette, 


Seeks SWIM 


ROUGH & RAUNCHY 


Rough, raunchy partner needed 


to screw attractive 23yo SV 


a man who can tame 
Whip me 


an. No drama, no 


f my fantasies 


ss 


discreet 
rea. #5204 


play in 


SEEKS ADVENTUROUS 

Sexy Latina woman seeks an 
older adventurous man, no 
hed, D/D free 
physically fit, salt n pepper hair 


a plus. #2945 


strings 


SENSUAL MASSAGES 

Most of my friends would say | 
have an easy-go 
Sensuality is jus 


to me as sex. Please be a man 


who likes touching 


SEXY & INTELLIGENT 


I'm a girl who never grew up 


| enjoy nearly anything that 


3 allows me to 


be myself. | am very full of 


SHARE FUN TIMES 


amaican & 


American mixed 


kes 


share good Vv ation 


& fun times with. #5786 


STRONG TONGUE? 
| need someone who enjoys 
king a woman to climax over 
SWF BBW 
sexy, confident 
& funny. You must be crazy for 
my body, my breasts, my ass & 
legs. #5807 


and over again 


who's smart 


SUGAR DADDY OR 
The like of Very attractive 
engaging female, early 30's 
seeks mature male 40+ 
open to flexible, easy 


arrangements, get togethers. 
Open to all possibilities, ideas 
Sincere replies only. #3153 


TAKE CONTROL 
Bored stay at home mom 
it sure would be nice to give 


in a while. Looking for a discreet 


situation with one who is 
patient and knows how to take 


control and keep it. #6089 


VERY CURIOUS 
I'm open minded and willing 
to try almost anything. just 
looking for something casua 


Piease be experienced, d 


and willing to try new th 


me. #5621 
WANT TO GET KINKY? 
42yo woman interested ’ 


exploring sex w/ a disc 


| think the best place to have 


reet man 


sex is wherever. #5785 


YOU MAY CALL 

ME MISTRESS 

Ebony dominatrix, tail 
slim and incredibly 
sensual seeks sub males 
and females for real time 
training scen. 
368, 38, grey eyes. 


and beautifully bronzed 


pamper please a 
oddess w/ all she 

If so welco 

rid. #5199 


BARE BOTTOM 
Well-traveied, ivy-educated 
WM, 45, seeks mature 
maginative, mischievous 
lady with a penchant for 
erotic spankings. | fancy 
humor, singularity, and the 
dges of lite. You s ] 

e proper and sane but 
spirited and romantic 
with aw 


nmeness to share 


your secrets 


CALLING 401-508 
AREA 


My sex life is b 


frustrated or ex 


fer 


ale or couple for m 


DISCREET SEXUAL 
ENCOUNTERS 


Personalit 


females, couples & 


for discreet adu 


basis. I'm looking for people like 
myself who are well edu 


tive & 


ated 


always horny 


EXACTLY WHAT 
YOU DESERVE! 


SWM, great body 
attractive if you need to 
be satisfied in any way at 
all, I'm the one. Seeks fit 
healthy, WF, for possible 
LTR & ail the sex you wil 
ever need. Anything goes, | 


mean anything. #5418 


LEATHER N SMOKE 


e friend who enjoys 


tive with a cigarette 


while wearing black leather 
jly, adv enturous and 
Enjoy dancing, 
dining out etc. So put 


se black leather gloves 


h heeled boots and give 

45, SWPM, S'8, 150. 

blue. Have fun! Maturity 
033 


RING 2007 WITH 
ME! 


20d looking, fit, SWM 
29. looking for 18-45 sexy. 
fit, attractive SF, for LTR & 
fr 


ship. Let's ring in 2007 


SPECIAL LADY 
NEEDED 


For special gentlemen. Seeking 


reet, drug free, clean, non 


king lady for LTR. No pros. 
Call. #401 


TALL WOMEN 
Medium to heavy build 
who enjoy’s being sexually 


ng & would love me 
tongue & mouth 
Si fy her 


every sexual 
nd. | want nothing done 


um excep 


that you 


mg me to please 
active SWM 
50's. #5996 


early 


TRUE GENTLEMAN 


Honest Loyal & committed 


if employed business owner. 


@ owner. Looking for a slim 
« petite lady for so 
fun. @ ItalianScorpion #5761 


WALKING ON ME 

A NH sub WM is looking for a 
feet & 

females that includes walking 
on me a 
& BED 


feet & legs. Open to new ideas. 


ees fetish from dom 


ther types of SGM 


humiliation done w 


#6004 
1ST TIMER 
m @asy going, very 
tive, SOyo. | like 
golfer. Looking to 
mething that | think about 
for 
me ear 
as lam. #5541 
ALWAYS UP TO PLAY 
m Bright, educated fun guy. 
Nay king to to have fun 
Looking for just at anyone 


who's cute, s taneous, w/ 2 


good personality. #5646 


BIMWM 

8 MWM Bi and looking for 
similar situation. Good looking 
build 
nm a finding good 
Doking in shape guy willing to 
explore. #6090 


muscular 


nterested 


BOY BOTTOM 
i'm a smooth, wholesome boy 


next 


type, blond/biue. All 
in jock new to the scene 
or tops to break me in. 
st in S. End. #5207 


Amer 


CAN YOU HELP? 


i'm a submissiv 


S, ora! 


etc. Looking for someor 
show me the ropes for my 
first experience. Please be 
dominant, tell me what to do 
& humiliate me. Make my first 
time something to remember! 
#5938 


CAN YOU LAST? 

WM. stach/beard smooth body 
nice ass, military-type btm guy 
Looking for a guy that will give 
it to me deep & hard who's 8.5 
12”. #5969 


CASUAL SEX 

| like to please and be pleased, 
men, women, groups all good. 
Seeking someone who enjoys 
sex for its own sake. No hang 
ups, no ties. Tease me. #5617 


CLOSETED FREAK 

Just a normal guy who's looking 
to have some unnormal fun 
nothing too crazy but | am very 
open. #6088 


DISCREET PROFESSIONAL 
Professional who likes sports 
and is intellectual but definitely 
up for anything. Looking for 
Private interactions with a man. 
woman or couple. #5810 


DOMINATE ME 
Young btm, 22yo, 6” 


180!bs, dark hair,biue eyes, 


tan, smooth. Sks musc 


aggressive top to 
me. Into role play. 
blindfolds, etc. #5423 


aminate 


HORNY LATINO 

31ye good looking masc discreet 
horny Latin guy. Looking for 
masc discreet clean guys only, 
not into ferns. #5934 


HOT HOOKUPS 

Looking for a few hookups and 
with no strings attached. Prefer 
the hot jock types 18-30. Let's 
have some fun. #5537 


LOG OF LOVE 

Fun & sexual kind of guy who 
knows how to make you feel 
good 


can have fun, 


Seeking someone who 
must be clean 
ing to be friends too. @ 
2gofiove007 #5804 


and w 


LONGING FOR U 

Nice guy semi-retired with 
a desire to love & be loved 
Haven't h sex in years & 


seeking someone who will 


show me how to achieve sexua 
pleasure w/ oral, ana 


massages. #5911 


kissing & 


LOOKING FOR PLAYTIME 

Hot bi guy king to serve 
males or females, into 
& safe sex. I'm S'10 1 


hazel. | wil! 


serve you, use me as 


your sex slave. #5609 


MUTUAL 

utheastern Ma, Rhode Isiand 
area married guy looking for 
daytime mutual masturbation 
at your place. Let's sit back & 
relax. #6185 


NH PLAY 

Looking to give some head & 
receive as well as anal play. I'd 
like to be held down & reamed 
any takers? NH area. #5688 


NICE & NAUGHTY 

Looking to meet attractive, nice 
people for fun, mild to wild ok 
I'm very versatile & eager to 
explore. #5803 


— 
Check out even more EROSPHERE erosph 
will NOT WOrK 9/6 YOO yuur uF cave and buy a block of time 
3 27yo femaie king for some ) fer 320 
being attrac total btm into toyemeas!, anal 
control over to someone else in wr 
safe and secure setting once 
ban 
and h 
meat 
Ow 
pots where others may 
er Nquiries only, a 
will be answered Must 
free as well as a 
Ex mme in the Boston the 
bs 32+, for 
reciprocal oral fun. possible 
LTR. Enjoys exhibitionism dor 
Must be N/S & D/O free 
i - complexion. Do you live to u 
ae ide t 
Need 
ao 
the Boston A 
BLOCKED 
trusting experienced hand 
anything, but | require someone MEE oring. Seeking 
willing to become my cohort in citing mature 
the adventure. You will find 
AP 
26183 R t 603 
looking for brains, beauty & 
#6178 


listen res 
Sorry, 


What's this symbol all about? 


When you see the @ at the end of an ad, that means the 
advertiser has a profile (and maybe even a picture!) at 


our online personals site. Note the username listed after 
the @, and check it out at 


erosp ere 


NOTHING VENTURED 
NOTHING GAINED 

| have a desire to explore the 
world of TV/TS carefully & 
intimately with the right person. 
Let's start with sexy clothes. 
role play & satin sheets. #6174 


ORAL FUN 

Closeted 60yo BIWM looking for 
other males for oral fun. Please 
be closeted & discreet. #5999 


ORAL/ANAL 

Looking to try giving/receiving 
anal and oral sex with like 
minded male, 35-50 non 
smoker who has a good sense 
of humor and willing to have 
some fun. #5539 


REDISCOVER MY ROOTS 
Active bi lifestyle in college. 
been married now for almost 
20 years and really craving a 
bottom role, looking to get 
stuffed but might need to start 
slow. Willing to recip, but must 
be safe. #5650 


S. SHORE SERVICING 
I'm into no strings attached 
servicing in Quincy, 
evenings Prefer, younger, 
smaller top men. #6180 


most 


S&M FUN 

Sexually- into dominant/ 
submissive roles involving light 
s&m bondage, j/o, nipple play. 
butt play. Socially - like theater, 
music, concerts, plays, dining 
out/in, movies, sport events 
#6187 


SEXUALLY PLEASING 
I'm fun sexually pleasing & 
wanting to do more for you & try 
new things that will excite you 
i want to take you and give you 
what you deserve. #5787 


SIT BACK AND 

RELAX 

MBIWM 41, 5S'6", 17S, looking 
for men who want to be orally 
serviced. Attr, safe, sane, need 
to travel, days. #5409 


SUB SKS OLDER TOPS 

I'm new at this looking older 
tops into oral, anal, bondage, 
spankings, c*ckworship, 
someone to help me along 
#5619 


TAKE CHARGE 

I'm 35, love to lift weights. I've 
had a longing to be with a man 
for years. Now | wish to try 
gay sex for first time. Seeking 
@ strong take charge lover, to 
make me his submissive. @ 
birdwatcher3 #5647 


YOU CALL THE SHOTS 
Bright, educated, easy going 
good-humored man who's 
inclined to let other people 
Cail the shots - in or out of the 
bedroom. I'mbi-curious, seeking 
@ woman or man to experiment 
with. @momentumflux #5764 


YOUR SLAVE 
Seeking bondage master. | 
consider myself kinky and 


looking for bondage role play, 
and to be tied up. #5611 


WOMEN 


SEEKING 


WOMEN 


BI-CURIOUS 

Sexy beautiful woman seeking 
a first time adventure with a 
female age 25-45. I'm very bi- 
curious and 0/O-free of course 
| want to explore my other side 
with you. #9636 


BURNING DESIRE 

SBF who has a burning desire 
to watch two women make love 
and maybe join in. Not looking 
for a lifestyle change, just 
some fun. | want to know what 
it feels like to have another 
woman suck on my breast and 
explore my body with her hands 
and tongue. #6190 


CURIOUS & LOOKING 

Being with another woman is 
something | have thought about 
trying but thats as far as | have 
gotten. If you are interested in 
teaching someone curious then 
leave a message. #5909 


EAGER TO PLEASE 

I'm petite, pretty, DO free. 
New to this but willing to learn 
& eager to please. Must be 
descret, looking for fiends w/ 
benefits. #6182 


FORBIDDEN CANDY 

Tall Forbidden Candy looking for 
a master. Looking to satisfy all 
Curiosity-willing to try anything 
once. Please be experienced! 
#6051 


LET'S HAVE FUN 

I'm a single mom, bicurious just 
got out of a relationship and | 
want to have fun with another 
female. #5509 


LET'S PLAY 

Hot, sexy, sub or dom with 
a little experience. | am very 
attractive, well put together. 
40DD-28-36. Seeking someone 
hot & sexy who wants to have 
fun. I'm very satisfying in both 
roles. #5874 


NO STRINGS FUN 

Curious about being with a 
woman, been with a woman 
once & enjoyed it. Seeking 2 
fun open minded woman for no 
strings involved fun. #5908 


WAITING & WISHING 
Curious and hoping to have a 
first experience soon. Looking 
for discrete, beautiful woman 
for fun and intimacy. #5940 


WANT TO GET PHYSICAL? 
I'm a little shy at first but warm 
up very quickly. Looking for a 
person that takes great care or 
her self & wants to have a great 
time & be happy, No drama, 
mind games, confused or lazy 
people. #5947 


COUPLES 


ADVENTUROUS COUPLE 
We would like to meet a female 
that would enjoy experimenting 
with a married couple. We are 
new at this but we know how to 
please. #6009 


ANYTHING GOES 

Fun couple looking for other 
couples to get together with for 
some anything goes fun. #5937 


CPL SEEKS HUNG FRIEND 

Fun couple looking for a good 
friend to play with 3 to 4 times 
@ month. Want you to be 
attractive hung guy who thinks 
pleasing a man’s wife while he 
watches is hot. Can't be afraid 
to join while he gives her and 
maybe you oral. #6177 


CUM PLAY W/ US 

Fun loving couple just wants 
to spice up love life & have fun 
Seeking couples that enjo 
living on the wild side & trying 
new things. Group sex bisexual 
exchanges. Protection and 
respect a must. #5839 


EXPERIENCED OLDER 
MATURE COUPLE 
Wanted.This well endowed 
professional male is looking 
for an upscale open-minded 
sexy couple to enjoy intimate 
encounters. D&D free. #5744 


FREE SWING PARTIES 
Small intimate home. 
Couples and single women 


invited. N/S, casual and 
sensual atmosphere 


#8258 
FUN FOR HER 
Asian couple, good looking 


haven't done this before but 
would like to have sexual fun 
with another man or couple but 
more for her. She's petite and 
pretty. #5686 


FUN SEXY COUPLE 

Couple looking for fun attractive 
girl next door type to play with 
us. Her: tall, slender, attractive, 
very Bi. Him: slim, fit, straight 
Both tattooed. As mild or wild 
as you want to be. Please be 
D/O free. #6091 


HOT BI COUPLE 

We're a couple that love c*ck 
and p*ssy. Looking for bi friends 
(couples, males, females) that 
like to kick back and enjoy life. 
if you want some good clean 
wet fun then we are the ones 
for you! #5941 


HOT COUPLE 

Mid-twenties couple, very 
attractive both very new to this. 
we just want to experiment 
while we are young. We 
are looking for a female to 
experiment with for a discreet 
relationship. #5443 


HOT MAN? 

Longtime M/F couple, 36yo & 
37yo that is looking for a hot 
man to join in the fun. Have 
already done it w/ a female. 
now looking for a hot man. | 
want to watch my wife do what 
her heart desires w/ another 
man. Must be safe and sex 
minded. #5447 


pond, call 617-976-7587 


phones will not work with 976 900 numbers. Use your 


LOOKING FOR A 3RD 
Looking for a woman who's 
willing to show us what its like 
to have a third in bed. Must be 
attractive, cute. 
#6184 


clean & fun 


MASSAGE COUPLE 

We're an attractive. professional 
couple who are clean and fit & 
have often fantasized about 
being massaged by another 
straight couple. Help make the 
fantasy come true. #5833 


SEEKING BI-FEMALE 
Couple seeking bi 
25-40 


willing students for first time 


female 
teacher y/o.For very 
experience. All calls will be 
returned.Serious 


please. #6037 


Mquires only 


SEEKING BM 
Fun couple seeking well 
endowed friendly BM to join 
in for fun. Woman is tall & 
voluptuous. Must be safe and 


discreet. #6001 


SLUTWIFE 

And husband been into scene S 
yrs. | love being f*cked in front 
of my husband & seeing-how 
hard it gets him. He loves to 
watch me get dressed up like 
a whore & act like one. Looking 
to meet sincere honest REAL 
men/couples. #5970 


WE LOVE ORAL 

We are a couple that enjoys 
all types of sex, we both love 
to give head. Looking for a bi 
curious couple who would like 
to join in for some bedroom 
fun. #5971 


WHAT'S OUT THERE? 
Attractive couple in the life 
Style for over a year, still 
learning what we like & dislike 
Like to watch at first then when 
we feel it is right we jump in. No 
games or drama, just want to 
have fun. #6173 


WILD FUN 

Fun loving couple into the bar 
scene but not into clubs. I've 
had a 3some before but my 
b/f has never. Seeking a fun 
attractive girl. We're very down 
to earth but a little on the wild 
side in bed. Let's start with 
drinks and see where that takes 
us. #6046 


Bi CURIOUS 

Looking to hook up with any 
bi couple for mutual pleasure. 
giving & receiving. Open to ail 
suitable ideas. Must be clean 
D/O free as | am. Can't wait to 
talk! #6049 


CURIOUS WM 

Average white male curious 
and looking for couples to have 
some fun with. Would you like 
to try? #6050 


FORGED 
KINK 


Has your life been 
transformed by kink 
BDSM? Have you fi 
new sense of self and self 
worth through domination 
or submission 
seeks short stories from 
women for anthology. For 
more info call and 
my greeting. #5722 


sten to 


FUN COUPLE 
Very sexual couple who are 
looking for another man/men 


for some fun times 


laughs and whatever No 


commitments, just fun. #4928 


LATIN TS 

Puerto Rican transsexual who 
loves to give oral. No games. 
looking for someone to have 


wild sex with every n 


Please be fun loving and k 
how you want it. #5912 


LET ME MODEL 

FOR you 

I'm a 28yo TS, with 

8", small frame, and a 
hourglass figure. | love to 
wear stockings and dress in 
sexy lingerie for you. I'll do 
what your girlfriend won't 
you name it baby. Can 
host/travel. # 3 


LET ME MODEL 

FOR YOU 

I'm a 28yo TS, with 

8", small frame, and a 
hourglass figure. | love to 
wear stockings and dress in 
sexy lingerie for you. I'll do 
what your girlfriend won't 
you name it baby. Can 
host/travel. #4343 


LOOKING FOR PLAY 

With a sexy TV. I'm athletic 
handsome, WM looking for play 
with a TV to cross dress, toy 
play, oral, anal, etc. #6118 


LOVE ORAL 

I'm a male who just enjoys 
licking and sucking, male or 
females. Leave a message if 
you would like to know more. 
#6047 


MUTUAL PLEASURE 

A couple looking for a bi woman 
to pleasure both of us, & be 
pleasured back! #6181 


NEW FRIENDS 

Curious about the alternative 
scene. Not interested in men 
or couples. He's straight, she is 
curious. Looking for new female 
friends. #6119 


SEXY TV 

26yo passable Korean TV, w/e, 
voluptuous and very sexy. | 
love to dress up in lingerie and 
show off for you. Seeking an 
appreciative lover. #5428 


SOMETHING NEW 

Him: 6° 17Sibs brn hair brn eyes 
Her: TISIbs bind hair gry eye 
Both normal peopie looking for 
something new with a male 
or female. Please be clean/ 
discreet. #5910 


SPICE MY LIFE UP 


usewife seeking to 


night life with another 


partner. Maybe teach 


bedtime pleasures. #5834 


STIFF STRAIGHT 
MEN NEEDED 


Need a great Bj? GWM to give 


great B} to att 


ve, clean, 


free stra 


guys. Ro 


results. Will travel. Screened 


clientele. #4930 


THREE IS NEVER A 
crROowD 


sensual 


per minute 
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or Forceful a plus. Have place in 
We're a couple that enjoy sex GET = 
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BOUTIQUE SHOPPING LOCATIONS PURPLE 


CONNECTICUT 


MAINE 
KITTERY 236 North 


MASSACHUSETTS 
BOSTON- 1258 Boyiston 
Stuart 

Moody 


NEW YORK 
North 
River 


RHODE ISLAND 

PROVIDENCE-262 Charies 
PROVIDENCE-75 Empire 


GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE 
ANY DENOMINATION 


itetimete 


FREE SHI PPING 
LATE FEES 
30,000 TITLES 


SALES 


SPECIAL OFFERS PLUS ADULT TOYS/NOVELTIES 


— 


Hotel 140 would like wish everyone 
happy holiday season. 
From our family yours, 
Happy Holidays! 


Hotel 140 now rates for 
the Holidays! Check for 
warm specials 


Shopping 
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Continental Breakfast 
and High Speed 


Aclassic Boston Address, Refreshingly modern outlook 


617-585-5600 1-800-714-0140 


gs 


t 


FIRST VISIT FIFTH, 
MAKE FIRST NIGHT DOWNTOWN. 


EXPERIENCE NEW EVE HYATT REGENCY 


Been Boston first time here, enjoy First Night celebration 
over Hyatt Regency Boston. Ring the New Year with 
package sure excite and delight. Also please our New 
Eve dinner newly remodeled Avenue One restaurant. Package includes: 
Deluxe for two, unlimited access the indoor pool, 
health club, fitness center and eucalyptus steam room, breakfast for 
two Avenue One valid for in-room dining), p.m. late 
and two First Night buttons providing admission 
performances, exhibitions and interactive workshops downtown 
venues. Feel the Hyatt Touch®. For more details, call 
visit hyattregencyboston.com 


tlonesomemoon 


uy at myspace Tost | 


ia 


HONG KONG 


Cheese 
Sauare. C2 


KICKS 


Sr 


SUNDAY 


Complimentary Dinner 
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AM DING 


Any person celebrating New Eve Cambridge 
establishment can take cab home for free! 


All you have call 617 876-2000 for free ride home (up 
$35 value You are responsible for anything over $35 plus gratuity. 


Must years old older) 


Sponsored by: 


Ambassador Brattle Cab Cambridge License Commission 
AIT Office of Community Development and Substance Abuse Program www.clab.org 


BOSTON CAMBRIDGE 


bringing fitness the next level NUTRITION FITNESS ASSESSMENT 
PERSONAL TRAINING 


GROUP FITNESS CLASSES 


BOosT< BRAINTREE CAMBRIDGE HOLBROOK HYANNIS MANHATTAN NASHUA 

617. 375. 6512 781.794.6219 617.577.1100 781.767.5522 508.862.2535 212.841.6714 603.891.1119 

39 Dalton Street 37 Forbes Road 350 Mass. Ave 424 North Franklin St. 35 Scudder Ave. 7th Avenue at 52nd St. 11 Tara Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02119 Braintree, MA 02184 a short walk from the Holbrook MA 02343 Hyannis, MA 02601 New York NY 10019 Nashua, NH 03062 

at the Sheraton Boston at the Sheraton Braintree Hotel Central Square T stop on RT 37 Holbrook/Braintree line at the Four Points Sheraton in midtown Manhattan on the at the Sheraton Nashua Hotel 
Hotel 5th floor Hyannis Resort lower level. of the Sheraton NY 


Limited time offer, Expires December 30th, 2007 Some restrictions may apply 
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N PHOENIX | NEWS + FEATUF 


WHY THE BAD SEED TEACHES MORE ABOUT THAN 


GEORGE BUSH EVER COULD 


OODESSAY.COM & BARTKING.NET 


_BY MICHAEL BRONSKI 


SHE INSTANTLY RECOGNIZABLE CAMP ICON. WITH HER FLOUNCING GINGHAM 
DRESS, BLOND PIGTAILS, OBNOXIOUS BANGS, AND DISINGENUOUSLY ANGELIC 
VOICE, EIGHT-YEAR-OLD RHODA PENMARK “THE BAD SEED” EXHIBITS THE 


thin veneer that can mask criminal insan- 

ity. Over the past decade, Mervyn Leroy’s 1956 
film The Bad Seed has been endlessly parodied 
drag queens, screened at teenage parties, and 
plumbed David Letterman for laughs. But de- 
spite the mirth elicits today, The Bad 
well as the 1954 novel by William March (whose 
real name was William Edward Campbell) on 
which based deadly serious. may 
laugh now, but when March wrote The Bad 
Seed, intended engage fully the most im- 
portant question everyone’s mind the af- 
termath the Holocaust and Hiroshima: what 
are the causes evil and how eradicate 

naughty little Rhoda got camped the max, 
the word “evil” found secure place our 
political vocabulary. Ronald Reagan first 
popularized its use political concept 
a 1982 speech condemning the Soviet Union 
before the British House Commons. Clearly 
reference Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back, 
which was released scant year and half 
earlier, Reagan’s rhetoric was pure Hollywood 
schmaltz. Among the emergent Christian 
right, however, the word had serious theo- 
logical resonance. And that was George 
Bush’s intent when his 2002 State the 
Union address he charged Iraq, Iran, and 
North Korea with being “axis evil.” With 
that sop his fundamentalist base speech- 


writer David Frum originally suggested the 
term “axis hatred” Bush set the stage for 
the invasion Iraq and the next three- 
plus years carnage. Just four months later, 
May 2002, John Bolton, his new role 
unconfirmed ambassador the United 
Nations, gave speech titled “Beyond the Axis 
Evil,” which added Libya, Syria, and 
Cuba the list Satan’s army. The Bush 
administration normalized the idea that 
enemy like Hugo Chavez turned against 
them, referring Bush himself “the devil” 
who left behind the smell sulfur when 
stepped out the room. 

What’s interesting here that politi- 
cizing evil, applying entire peoples 
perceived threats the United States and 
Europe the regimes Saddam Hussein and 
Kim Jong the fundamentalist megalomania 
of Osama bin Laden, the shadowy network 
terrorist cells Bush inverted the bibli- 
cal concept evil something that makes 
its home the individual human heart. 
Liberals, meanwhile, tend to be averse to 
the idea altogether, even they rail against 
genocide Darfur, massive networks child 
prostitution in Thailand, and, yes, nuclear 
proliferation and organized terrorism, 
horrific and ethically appalling. The differ- 
ence that liberalism and its pop-culture 
handmaidens, unwilling reduce entire 
cultures the status “evil,” offer broader 


GOT HAVE FIENDS The Bad Seed sprang from novelist William March’s near-obsession with 
Nazi atrocities. even describes Rhoda (left, played Patty McCormick the screen version) terms 


similar iconic Nazi youth (right). 


and more complex range analytical tools for 
understanding humanity’s darker turns. 

So as we say goodbye to bloody 2006, 
it’s worth pausing take closer look The 
Bad Seed, a work that not only allows us to 
distance ourselves, through camp, from the 
demonic forces running roughshod through 
the world, but offers chance revive 
broader debate about the nature “evil.” 


BORN WILD 

The film version of The Bad Seed, released half a 
century ago with it’s startling performances 
by Nancy Kelly as Rhoda’s mother, Christine; 
Eileen Heckett the mother one her vic- 
tims; and, of course, Patty McCormick’s as the 
film’s unnerving anti-heroine has all but 
eclipsed the novel which was based. Al- 
though unread and out print today, William 
The Bad Seed was instant bestseller 
when it was published in April 1954, selling 
more than million copies within year. The 
New York Times called true artistic achieve- 
ment,” and struck such cord with the 
public that Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright 
Maxwell Anderson penned stage version that 
opened rave reviews just weeks later. 

Aside from the film’s cop-out Hollywood 
ending, which kills off Rhoda and allows 
her mother survive, its plot and narrative 
structure nearly identical March’s origi- 
nal work. near parody post-war family 
life, lovely, educated Christine Penmark is 
married traveling businessman, former 
army officer, and their daughter, Rhoda, is 
the perfect child. Suddenly their idyllic life 
unnamed Southern city (based 
March’s hometown, Mobile, Alabama) 
day school. quickly becomes 
evident that Rhoda knows more about 
the death than she will admit, and that 
she murdered him. Christine agonizes 
over what do, Rhoda, covering her 
crime, strikes again. Christine, the hap- 
less heroine, trapped bright, sunny 
all-American home with the knowledge 
that her perfectly behaved, obedient child 
the source malevolence and horror. 
This was the birth the suburban gothic 
its finest and earliest: was neither 
the older British gothic, which featured 
solitary young women trapped dark, 
decrepit medieval castles fighting off 
unknown horrors, nor the Southern goth- 
that had gained currency mid century 
with the work Tennessee Williams and 
William Faulkner. 

novel had far more psycholog- 
ical and sociological nuance than either. 
After becomes clear that Rhoda socio- 
pathic killer, March goes great lengths 

explain why. Rather methodically, 
delineates through conversations among 
the novel’s adults three theories that 
account for the cause human “evil.” 
Continued on p 28 
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Continued from p 27 
Monica Breedlove, Christine’s landlady 
and strict Freudian, treats every aspect 
human behavior clash between 
and superego. Reginald Tasker, 
crime writer, believes human behavior 
including developmental issues and men- 
tal illness; Richard Bravo, Christina’s 
war-journalist father (who is deceased 
the novel, but character the film) 
believes violence caused environ- 
ment, especially poverty. And Christine 
believes especially after discovering 
that she is the daughter of a famous 
female serial killer that her 
behavior genetic, and that mind and 
environment are far less consequence 
than an inborn tendency to violence. The 
novel and film present these theories 
with equal weight, and the literate 
common reader of the 1950s, who was 
well versed popularized Freud well 
as the cultural critiques of Jacob Riis, Jane 
Addams, Franz Boas, and Ruth Benedict, 
The Bad Seed captured vibrant debate 
about the genesis human wickedness. 
March seems come down the 
side genetics, but the way char- 
acterizes the individual presentation 
evil informs the other accounts. He is, 
after all, concerned with how to iden- 
tify evil before strikes and describes 
this trait in Rhoda as “being so cool, 
impersonal about things that bother 
others.” Throughout the novel makes 
clear that the trait the “bad seed” 
consigns humans lack warmth, 
empathy, curiosity. Christine and her 
husband reckon with just how bad their 
little girl is, they take calling “the 
Rhoda reaction.” 


THE GOOD GERMAN 
Under cover frightening American- 
gothic tale exposing the horror lurking 
beneath the facade post-war subur- 
ban tranquility, March also explored 
the realm international politics. 
reader the 1950s could entertain dis- 
cussion how human beings can inflict 
horrific suffering others without 
being constantly mindful the Holo- 
caust and the bombing Hiroshima. 
1954, these events were still visceral in 
the American imagination, inextricable 
from any discussion human nature. 
March’s biography was raised 
Methodist testifies his near-obses- 
sion with evil and why assumed 
such horrible world-historical form. 
soldier during World War was 
enmeshed the horrors war and 
suffered several nervous breakdowns, 
as well as continued bouts of hysteria 
throughout his life. was also with- 
drawn and guarded relationships 
being deeply closeted homosexual 
didn’t help and wary all human 
interaction. In the early 1930s, as an 
employee the Waterman Steamship 
Corporation, March lived Germany 
and saw the rise Nazism firsthand. 
his letters home compared Hitler’s 
thugs the Klux Klan and noted 
urgent tones the rise virulent anti- 
Semitism, book burning, and the forma- 
tion the first concentration camps. 
even detailed how the German political 
situation was pitting family members 
against one another. Certainly, the 
author Company noted pacifist 
novel published 1933 that consid- 
ered classic war fiction, March 
understood intimately the dangers posed 
Nazism. The genius The Bad Seed 
that March transferred his observations 
about the Third Reich horror story 
the idealized American family — replete 
with the perfect, obedient child who, 


both novel and film, bears uncanny 
resemblance the Hitler Youth. The 
Bad Seed, March emphasizes the parallel 
by describing Rhoda’s hair in Teutonic 
fashion “plaited precisely two nar- 
row braids which were looped back into 
two hangsman-nooses.” 

While some critics in 1954 saw The 
Bad Seed nifty psychological thriller, 
many took seriously veiled social 
criticism. The critic for the New York Herald 
Tribune noted that “it possible read 
The Bad Seed allegory our violent 
times, commentary the bewilder- 
ment and helplessness all men and 
women average good will who find 
themselves face face with pure evil, 
which incomprehensible.” light 
World War and all uncovered, how 
else was The Bad Seed interpreted? 


FEELING THEIR PAIN 

what has happened since 1954? How 
did William March’s somber, frighten- 
ing, historically informed meditation 

the fact that, in an era when the long- 
standing mockery suburban culture 
has culminated American Beauty and 
Desperate Housewives, the film’s serious- 
ness now reads melodrama. But 
also because the immediacy the 
Holocaust and Hiroshima has faded and 
been replaced new horrors. The car- 
nage of Vietnam; the murderous regimes 
in Guatemala, El Salvador, and Chile; 
the genocide Rwanda; and the cur- 
rent war Iraq have become common- 
place. Meliorated passive television 
coverage 1960s television brought the 
violence Vietnam into the living room 
but also rendered mundane and 
increasingly knee-jerk nationalism, the 
American public has become increasingly 
inured horrors around the world. 

As a nation, we have, in short, suc- 
cumbed “the Rhoda reaction,” lack 
basic empathy for the pain others 
our government’s complicity hor- 
ror. took the attacks September 
American soil remind that really 
horrible things can happen the world. 
But hasn’t helped all that, thanks 
George Bush, our national rhetoric sees 
result “evil” and not geopolitics. 

“Evil” has been and still biparti- 
san word. You catch Bush describ- 
ing Henry Kissinger’s decision carpet 
bomb Cambodia as “evil,” likewise the 
Reagan administration’s appalling sup- 
port Pinochet’s large-scale, state-spon- 
sored murders. While there was some 
outcry over these events, by and large 
“the Rhoda reaction” was and continues 
the operational mode for too many 
Americans. Bush’s invocation “evil” 
heralded sea-change our political 
discourse. Yet the worst aspect “Rhoda 

reaction” not the lack empathy for 
human suffering can all under- 
stand how humans deaden themselves 
avoid dealing with pain but rather 
the lack curiosity that goes along with 
it. We, have become appall- 
ingly incurious — a word many pundits 
have used describe our president who 
quick revile “evil” others. 

let’s continue camp dear 
little Rhoda the pain really almost 
too hard bear. Until humans 
all nations can discuss, without rely- 
ing religious abstractions, the harsh 
reality what are doing and why, 
will live world that eludes com- 
prehension. But that doesn’t absolve 
from continuing totry. 


Michael Bronski can be reached at 
mabronski@aol.com. 


Enter win free tix the cast party tix 
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The best this year’s dining 


TOP CHEFS Boston (above), Eclano (top right), and Lineage (bottom right) were three favorites this year. 


Well, here we are in our imaginary tuxedos, 
passing out imaginary awards for fine-dining 
experiences culinary performances which 
are sometimes hard repeat and usually 
undocumented. But this column documents 
the hits and the flops, so here are the awards 
from dining-out year, for achievements 
dandy dubious. 


RESTAURANT THE YEAR: Oishii Boston. 
NON-ASIAN RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR: Lineage. 
DECOR PRIZE AND FUSION RESTAURANT THE 
YEAR: OM. 

THE 10TH ANNUAL HOWARD MITCHUM MEMORIAL 
MEDAL FOR INNOVATION IN SEAFOOD COOKERY 
(THE ONE AWARD THAT REALLY MATTERS): Pino 
Maffeo Restaurant Although dabbles 
science fiction, his winning entry was 
based refinement basics: tempura- 
style soft-shell crab with wasabi mayonnaise; 
grilled wild salmon with Japanese-style 
topping lightly pickled veggies, and warm 
lobster with coconut emulsion, the effect 
less rich than dipping one’s lobster butter 
at a lobster shack, but tastier. 

BEST TREND THE YEAR: tea made loose-leaf 
pots last! Runner-up: osso bucco with 
risotto. 

WORST TREND THE YEAR: (unless you like 
spicy) Mandarin-Sichuan restaurants that 
their specialties very well, but have 
attitude about the rest the menu. 

TREND I'D LIKE TO SEE: bars with no televisions. 
TREND FOODS READY FOR RETIREMENT: seared 
tuna; tuna tartare. Let’s try another flavor 
high-mercury seafood for change. 

LEADING INDICATOR TREND OF A COMING RECES- 
SION: mostly Italian and Asian second restau- 
Tants and conversions. 

BEST NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT: Masona 
Grill. 

BEST BAR FOOD: River the Alchemist 
Lounge. 


BEST NEW NORTH END RESTAURANT: Eclano. 
MOST AUTHENTIC ITALIAN OUTSIDE THE NORTH 
END: Trattoria Toscana. 

BEST NEIGHBORHOOD ITALIAN: Salute. 

BEST SECOND LOCATION THAT’S NOW THE ONLY 
LOCATION: Atasca. 

BEST FOURTH LOCATION NOW THE SEC- 
OND LOCATION: Rustic Kitchen the Theater 
District. 

FUNNIEST MENU, INTENTIONAL: Stoli. 

BAR POPCORN THE YEAR: OM. 

POTATO CHIPS THE YEAR: Chris 
Steak House. 

FRENCH FRIES THE YEAR: award, 
because the best had were Portugal. 
APPETIZER THE YEAR: maiz asado Toro. 
Runner-up: Daddy-O’s chipotle wings 
Square. 

SOUP THE YEAR: left the end 
the Mongolian hot pot Kaze. Runner-up: 
corn, baby shrimp, and basil oil Café 
Pompei. One bite’s chowder, the next 
pistou. 

SCIENCE-FICTION APPETIZER OF THE YEAR: 
“exotic mushroom” soup frothed like latte 
Sorellina. 

SCIENCE-FICTION ENTREE OF THE YEAR: 
coffee-curry monkfish Bin Enoteca; 
don’t miss their cocoa tagliatelli, either. 
OCTOPUS THE YEAR: Dionysos. 

PASTA THE YEAR: (tough category, lot 
research involved) tagliatelli Bolognese 
Runner-up: pappardelle piemontesi 
at Tresca. 

BEST FRIED FISH: Baja fish tacos and fried 
calamari Café 

BEST FRIED NON-FISH: fried stuffed poblano 
peppers Zocalo. 

WHOLE FISH DISH OF THE YEAR: “homestyle 
ted braised whole fish” New Taste Asia, 
especially the tofu the dish. 

BARBECUE THE YEAR: hickory roast chicken 
SoulFire. 
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Based average 


entrée price 


restaurant awards 


SOME LIKE IT HOT: dry, diced chicken with 
hot chili both Zoe’s. 

MEATLOAF THE YEAR: Tuscan 
Columbus Café. 

STEAKS THE YEAR: the filet side 
Ruth’s Chris’ porterhouse; the skirt steak 
at Z Square. 

DUCK THE YEAR: Muscovy duck (with 
bisteeya confit duck) OM; rare breast 
and slow-roasted leg Masona Crill. 
BEST EPONYMOUS: glass Caymus “co- 
nundrum” Conundrum. 

WINE LIST OF THE YEAR: Bin 26 Enoteca, 
and great food set off. 

COOLEST NEW WINE POLICY: Ivy, where all 
wines are the same price, and they 
pour 12-ounce quartino ideal for cou- 
ples for $18. 

BEST CHEAP WINE LIST: North Street Crille. 
BEST NEW ALL-FRENCH WINE LIST: Bouchée. 


BEST $7 GLASSES OF WINE: Los Planos syrah | 


(Spain) Toro. 

VEGETARIAN APPETIZER OF THE YEAR: paté 
Petit Robert Bistro. 

VEGAN ENTREE OF THE YEAR: Quanti at 
Himalayan Bistro. 

HEALTH FOOD OF THE YEAR: whole-wheat 
pizza Legal Test Kitchen. 
NON-ALCOHOLIC DRINKS OF THE YEAR: gin- 
ger juice Flames; mango lassi Hima- 
layan Bistro. 

COOKIE THE YEAR: coconut rocks 
Flames. 

CHEESE PLATE OF THE YEAR: Toro. 
DESSERTS OF THE YEAR: churros at Toro; 
chocolate budino Eclano. 
NON-CHOCOLATE DESSERTS OF THE YEAR: 
butterscotch pudding Lineage; mocha- 
meringue semi freddo Sorellina; ginger 
soda Dante. 


Robert Nadeau can be reached at 
RobtNadeau@aol.com. 


These listings have been distilled from our 
most recent full-length reviews. Entrée 
prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. 
Restaurant hours, credit-card policy, and 
liquor information are not included, so be 
sure to call ahead 


Z SQUARE RESTAURANT + 

BAR | 14 JFK St, Cambridge | 
617.576.0101 | $8-$17 | Harvard 
econ major David Zebny ('84) moved 
to California, then decided it was 
Tobacco Road time and gutted a 
Harvard Square bagel shop to make 
a two-level café-restaurant-bar 
that’s open from breakfast to mid 
night, featuring a student-friendly 
mix of comfort food and bistro- 
training plates at modest prices. It 


| works because his chef is Paul 

| Sussman, who did the same stuff 
| ona more intimate scale at the 

| lamented Daddy-O's. It works 

| best, though, if you grab the cur 


ried-vegetable soup, a panini, the 
skirt steak, or any other entrée 
with French fries, and something 
chocolate for dessert. Background 
jazz, so either dress up or dress like 


| Belmondo and Seberg in Breathless 


You know, black and white 


| ANISE | 1 Kendall Square, 
Building 300, Cambridge | 
| 617.577.8668 | $13-$23 


| For years, we've wanted a more 


upscale Chinese restaurant with 


| authentic food and nothing but 
| Now that we have that in Anise, 


| we're not so sure. The menu is 


| 


| spotty, although anyone will be 


pleased with the green beans 
with Sichuan black pickles, 
spareribs, dumplings in spicy 
sauce, gong bao chicken (at 
lunch), and most of the fish 
dishes. Spicy can mean incendi 
ary in this cuisine, so count those 
silhouettes carefully, and use 

rice for contrast. One plus: the 
uncompromising menu has kept 
away the crowds. 

PETIT ROBERT BISTRO | 

480 Columbus Ave, Boston j 
617.867.0600 | $14-$20 | Like its 
Kenmore Square sister, the second 
Petit Robert features moderate 
prices and a remarkably conser- 
vative pan-French menu. If it 
weren't such a nostalgia trip, it 
could be entry-level fine dining, 
since this is where people came 
in with Julia Child: a trio of patés 
(although the vegan one is the 
best), liver and onions, swordfish 
with Béarnaise sauce, chocolate 
mousse, and order-ahead soufflé 
for dessert. Put on a beret and 


| demand Edith Piaf for background 


music. 

ZOE’S GOURMET CHINESE 
CUISINE | 92 Harvard St, Brook- 
line | 617.731.9778 | $6-$16 | 
All the exciting, highly spiced 


| dishes of the Somerville Zoe's, 


served in a larger, nicer space 
Still, this is a rather poor restau 
rant for your children or anyone 
looking for familiar Chinese 
American dishes. To avoid spice, 
try the lions-head meatballs, 
chopped pork ribs in house special 
sauce, and the daily stir-fried veg- 
etables; don’t neglect your excel- 


| lent white rice 


BIN 26 ENOTECA | 26 Charles 

St, Boston | 617.723.5939 | $12-$26 

| An enoteca is a place to taste 
wine, and the brother-sister team 
from Lala Rokh has assembled 

a 26-page wine list organized by 
grapes, with some weird ones 
that even our critic had never 
tasted. The food more than holds 
its own, especially the surprising- 
ly wine-friendly speck, monkfish 
with a coffee-curry sauce, cocoa 
tagliatelle with wild mushrooms, / 
Continued on p 30 
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strawberry milles feuilles 

ll and loud enough to dress 
lly, but weird enough to 

ething unusual. The 

ive word is “fun 


BOUCHEE | 159 Newbury St 
Boston | 617.450.4343 | $18-$36 


s the 32nd res rant for 


eous logos, 
and a stereo 
ru ves away the 
You'll dine well on salad 


e, baked raclette, cas 


and good old 
ake) for des 
ate on the deep 
list of French wines. Still, those 
who have dined well in France 
will prefer chef-owned French 
restaurants 
MASONA GRILL | 4-6 Corey St, 
West Roxbury | 617.323.3331 
| $18-$27 | It doesn’t get much 
better than this, and usually not 
without doubling the prices. Chef 
Michael Burgess has perfect pitch 
with seasoning, and lets the un 
derlying ingredients — from skate 
wings to scallops, duck breast to 
chocolate to pears — chorus qui 
etly. Our critic couldn't find a flaw 
and urges you to search for one 
Masona can be hard to find if you 
don't know that the low numbers 
on Corey Street wind below Centre 
Street, but it’s right off the com 
muter rail to Needham. Informal, 
but dress well enough to respect 
the food 
NUVO KITCHEN & WINE BAR | 
4174 Washington St, Roslindale 
| 617.363.9225 | $10-$22 | When 
an Italian-style bistro (Custo) is 
taken over by an all-irish staff, 


e 


sert, but conce 


TASTE BUDS 


You're going drink coffee December anyway 
you might well drink Peet’s Coffee 
and Tea. Christmas Eve day, offering 
complimentary fresh-brewed coffee and encour- 
aging customers make donation, which will 
benefit local nonprofit organizations. Peet’s will 
match each dollar donated, $1000 per store. 
Contact your local Peet’s for information. 


the circumstances favor improved 
hospitality and weakened cui 
sine. Despite some important 
exceptions in the seafood and 
potato categories, that's what 
happened here. The new place is 
a comfortable and reliable second 
choice behind Roslindale Square's 
three other Mediterranean bis- 
tros — unless you order the excel- 
lent calamari or mussels, parme- 
san-crusted sole or NuVo burger, 
and apple crisp for dessert 

OISHII BOSTON | 1166 Washington 
St, Boston | 617.482.8868 | $18- 
$60 | Boston now has an answer to 
the innovative and luxurious Japa- 
nese restaurants of New York City 
such as Nobu, Megu, and Masa. 
The new Oishii is expensive, but 
well worth it for a unique experi- 
ence. You can have a reasonably 
light dinner with creative sushi, 

or a familiar looking one with 
appetizers and entrées, but you 
owe yourself the experience of the 
seared toro sandwich, the saltwater 
eel, the grilled black cod, and the 
Kobe beef with red-wine-poached 
pear sushi. Splendid service, wine 
list, and sake list. Dress up and 
make it a special evening. 


ON THE CH EAP incuc DEVETTE 
Madina Market’s Kitchen 


of national pride. 


menu might 
sound similar to the fare at your 
favorite Indian place, such as tikka 
masala ($9.95), lamb biryani ($9.95), 


Where Boston meets Pakistan 


Don't fooled the sparse décor 
Madina Kitchen; the 
food authentic Pakistani cuisine: 
rich, abundant, and generous. The 
Allston restaurant reputedly the 
only place in Boston where you can 
find the real flavors of Pakistan; 

result, natives flock from 
states for taste 
home. They order haleem ($7.95), a 
paste-like blend of mutton and len- 
tils stewed until the flavors blend 
seamlessly, and Neehari 
spicy beef stew and another source 


unique, smoky flavor. 


and vegetable curries like the creamy 


spinach aloo palak ($7.25). But subtle 
differences distinguish Pakistani 
spice mixes from their Indian equiva- 
lents. You also won't find any beef 
ence Hindu sacred cows; 
but Pakistanis have per- 
fected the kebab, originally Arabic 
staple. Here, seekh kebab ($3.95) 


most popular: skewered, juicy, and 
delicately seasoned meat cooked 
the tandoor, 


Start your meai with onion pak- 
oras ($2.75) samosas ($2.75), 
quick and satisfying fried treats. 
Curries are served with fragrant 
rice and naan, the bread served 
warm every meal. The buffet 
with four curries, nan, rice, and 
piece tandoori chicken. All dish- 
es are moderately spicy, but you 
can ask for more less heat 

By the end of your meal, you'll 
discover that “bare bones” applies 
not only the décor, 
but also the remnants tandoori 
chicken your Styrofoam plate 


MADINA MARKET’S 
located 72-74 Brighton 
Avenue, Allston, open 
Monday through Friday, 
from 11:30 2:30 pm, 
and pm; and Sat- 
urday and Sunday, from 
pm. Call 617.787.4400. 


NORTH STREET GRILLE | 229 

North St, Boston | 617.720.2010 | 
$10-$19 | Tue kind of neighborhood 
jewei that would stand out in most 
neighborhoods, North Street Crille 
offers an odd combination of fancy 
bar food and cheap fancy food in the 
North End. An impressive, economy 
wine list might make the core of a 
meal that could include salad with 
chicken or the “monthly burger,” or 
a fusion appetizer and a seafood en- 
trée with fancy dessert. Get the ratio 
right, and this rating could jump 
from two stars to four 

HIMALAYAN BISTRO | 1735 Centre 
St, West Roxbury | 617.325.3500 

| $7-$22 | Boston's first Nepali res- 
taurant, but most of the food here is 
Indian (and very nicely done). For 
appetizers, you might split a Nepali 
momo dumpling dinner, then go for 
anything from the tandoori oven, 
the Nepali seven-bean quanti, or 
the achari lamb. Desserts are rather 
good, especiall  rasmalai. Spic 
ing is mild, unless you look Nepali 
or request otherwise. 
RESTAURANT L | 234 Berk- 

ley St (Louis Boston), Boston | 
617.266.4680 | $25-$55 | A beauti 
fully dressed crowd, as one might 


MELISSA OSTROW 


ijoying unexpectedly fun 
(if sometimes avant-garde) food. The 
menu changes, but don’t miss the 
soft-shell-crab tempura, slow-roast 
ed chicken wi 
and Boston goat-cheese ca 
dessert. E 
beer or sake 
influenced food 

DANTE | 40 Edwin Land Bivd 
(Sonesta Hotel), East Cambridge 
617.497.4200 | $22-$36 | Dante is 
aho taurant, so 
steak, chicken, and se 
named after chef Dant 
formerly of Blu), s 


th wild mus ms, 


or 
by having 
e Asian 


the menu has 


tions as well. For the latter, don't 
miss the caramelized-onion tart, the 
basil-roasted guinea hen, the coffee 
crusted veal chop, or the four-way 
lemon tart for dessert. Expensive but 
worth it, as is the wine list. Dress 
up a little — the room isn't formal, 
but the food commands respect 
ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | 435 S. 
Huntington Ave, jamaica Plain | 
617.477.5741 | $8-$19 | The Al- 
chemist Lounge is a loud, youthful 
bar by 9 pm, but sneak in earlier to 
the restaurant side for some fancy 
touches on bar snacks and serious 
entrées as well. Try the fried cala- 
mari, salmon or paella, and choco- 
late mousse for a serious dinner; the 
expensive but perfect sirloin burger 
and fries for a quick feed. 

ZOE"S GOURMET CHINESE 
CUISINE | 289 Beacon St, Somer- 
ville | 617.864.6265 | $7-$16|A 
neighborhood gem, but you have 
to order the unusual Mandarin- 
Sichuan specialties such as stuffed 
tofu crépe; dry, diced chicken 
with hot chili; lamb with cumin; 
hot-and-sour sliced potato; or tea- 
smoked duck. The regulars know 
what to have, so look around. 


2 A «FEA RE THE NE ENIX 
JRANT ARCHIV 
FOR RESTAURANT 
3 the Back Bay Restaurant Croup ~ 
y) but their first with a French 
turn-of-the-century saloon 
j theme. They do it rather well, 
with or 
Mas a bit of 
ee” game stuff is at a whole new level of qual 
Bouché - ity, and there are brilliant explora 
Be, — 
| 
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SIPPING MILIARD 
Delirium Noél 


Unwrap one 


Sometimes seems Christmas associated with the 
wrong liquids. Like eggnog. people still drink that stuff? hot 
wine. And know all yearning down piping- 


hot goblet wassail, right? Wrong 


At Christmas time, beer is where it’s at. And not just hale and 
hearty English ales, like the infamous Butt” and “Bad 
Elf” from Oxfordshire’s Ridgeway Brewers. For our money, no one 
does Christmas beer like the Belgians. From a sweet ruby jewel like 
Gouden Carolus warming barley wine like Choufe, the 
lowlanders know how to celebrate the holiday with potent panache. 

One the best the bunch strong ale 
brewed the fine folks Brouwerij Huyghe Melle, Belgium. The 
minute you see the team pink elephants towing sleigh, 
you know this one’s gonna fun time. Pouring regal russet 
color, topped with fluffy, snow-like head, almost seems glow. 

Now, could imagining things, but its magical mélange, 
seem notice hints almost every Christmas flavor under 
the tree: bit rich caramel here, some orange tang over there; 
rummy kick; sweet hint hard candy; bit cinnamon nut- 
meg spice. that (Dunno. Never had This much 


true: toasty percent ABY, sure is, uh, festive. 


Available for approximately $8.99 for bottle 
better area liquor stores. 


TARTUFO CANTINA ABRUZZESE 
| 22 Union St, Newton Centre | 
617.244.8833 | $14-$28 | Some- 
what old-fashioned and very 
well-executed Italian food, served 
with verve, makes for a roomful 
of happy and talkative customers. 
Tartufo's strengths are seafood, 
sauces, and homemade pastas. The 
economy would be to skip dessert 
or wine rather than the excellent 
shrimp in cognac, grilled squid, 
mussels, gnocchetti, homemade 
raviolis and fish specials. 


IVY RESTAURANT | 49 Temple Place, 
Boston | 617.451.1416 | $17-$24| 
Ivy is really a bar with small plates, 
but the four entrées are all good. 

No desserts are served, since you're 
either rushing off to theater or stay- 
ing to drink and hobnob. It’s mostly 
Italian food here, with salads for 

the table. But don’t miss the Japa- 
nese tataki-style tuna small plate, 
the duck confit, or the home-style 
chicken Napoli. Flirty food on a mod- 
erate budget makes this a first-date 
magnet. 


BEACON STREET TAVERN | 1032 
Beacon St, Brookline | 617.713.2700 
| $15-$23 | The popular Washing- 
ton Square Tavern has simplified its 
concept for this second, larger space 
in Audubon Circle, and it's more 
popular than ever with a young 
crowd that goes for strong season- 
ings and hearty portions. Creat ser- 
vice, even when the extensive side- 
walk café is jammed. And if you like 
smoky chowder, their Maine lobster 
chowder is all smoke. Pick an entrée 
with risotto on the side (or a platter 


with superb mashed potatoes) and 
get ready to move on for dessert, 
which they don’t serve. 

ATASCA | So Hampshire St, Cam- 
bridge | 617.621.6991 | $15-$25 

| Tech Square on the outside, old 
Lisbon on the inside. The Portuguese 
food at Atasca runs from pork to 
shellfish, but don’t miss the fresh 
goat cheese, grilled sardines, and 
sweet little desserts as you tuck into 
heaps of shellfish and the best fried 
potatoes of any ethnic cuisine. 
SOULFIRE BARBECUE | 182 Har- 


club 


MIKE MILIARD 


vard Ave, Allston | 617.787.3003 
| $6-$21 | It’s all about the meat 
here, although SoulFire also fries 
nice croquettes of macaroni and 
cheese and excellent catfish fil 
lets. Service is between basic and 
cafeteria-style, and the prices 
match. The sleeper is hickory 
smoked chicken, although the 
ribs, brisket, and pulled pork are 
all very good. Try not to fill up 
without sampling the strawberry 
shortcake. 

LTK BAR AND KITCHEN | 

225 Northem Ave, Boston | 
617.330.7430 | $11-$24 | Designed 
to test dishes for the Legal Sea Foods 
chain, this ultramodern restaurant 
provides the same fine seafood in 
novel treatments, and ventures 
into meat and vegan dishes, fancy 
desserts, and a larger wine list with 
much success. When it opened, the 
hi-tech concepts and service were 

a mess; go early, be patient, and 
dine well. 

AMRHEINS RESTAURANT | 

80 WEST BROADWAY, SOUTH 
BOSTON | 617.268.6189 | $10-$20 
(lunch, $7-$13) | Thanks to a 2005 
update and a new chef, Amrheins has 
smoothly transitioned from an 1890s 
bar and restaurant to a comfortable 
mixture of both old and new. The old 
Southie comforts are still there, but 
they've added just enough modern 
food to appease the yuppies. The tone 
is non-confrontational, the dress 

is casual, and the prices are rather 
good. The menu is long, but our critic 
pointed to the lamb chop appetizer, 
wiener schnitzel, fried seafood, and 
an intense chocolate cake. Parking is 
available 

KAZE | 1 Harrison Ave (cor- 

ner of 41 Essex St), Boston | 
617.338.8283 | $11-$19 | This 
elaborate shabu-shabu restaurant 
is the perfect spot for a second 
date; you'll keep things moving 
while cooking your own entrées 
and vegetables in the tabletop 
Mongolian hotpot. Kaze has spiced 
up the typically bland dish with a 
variety of flavored broths and dips, 


as well as some nifty appetizers like 
fried oysters, anchovies, and stir- 
fried clams. The place is sparkling 
and well-lit; you can even get a little 
dressed up. 

TRESCA | 233 Hanover St, Boston 

| 617.742.8240 | $18-$45 | Tresca 
serves good food for the opening 
courses (including pasta, since it's an 
Italian menu), but drops off around 
the dessert course. Service needs to 
improve to match the prices. Your 
best bet: start with lots of appetiz 

ers and homemade pasta, and then 
finish with the excellent cheese 
plate. The restaurant is pretty but 
not luxurious, so give it some help by 
dressing up 

BON SAVOR | 60s Centre St, 

Jamaica Plain | 617.971.0000 | $10- 
$18 | A low-cost, romantic 
alternative to the developing Jamaica 
Plain bistro scene, featuring crepes, 
Russian dishes, salads, and the 
necessary vegan alternatives. Our 
favorites were the buttermilk-thyme 
marinated chicken, the beef stroga 
noff crepe, the French-press decaf, 


and the homemade cream of zucchini 


soup special. No liquor license, but 
you can bring a brown bag. 

ECLANO | 54 Salem St, Boston | 
617.720.6001 | $15-$32 | Ina year of 
expensive and pretentious North End 
bistros, Eclano is the genuine item. No 
one has to ask if everything is all right, 
because you lave already cleaned your 
plates of house-made salamis, egg 
plant, perfect salads, to-die-for pastas, 
and excellent desserts, especially the 
chocolate pudding — er, budino. 
STOL! BAR & RESTAURANT | 213 
Washington St, Brookline Village | 
617.731.5070 | $15-$26 | Luxury, 
if not overpriced vodka, comes 
somewhat on the cheap at Stoli, a 
small, elegant room full of Russian 
food. Don’t let the hilarious menu 
adjectives fool you. The chef turns 
out some excellent platters, and 

the wine list has some good things. 
Our critic's favorites were vareniki, 
grilled eggplant, beef stroganoff, 
racks of lamb or veal, and blintzes 
for dessert. 
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GET THE WHOLE PICTURE! 


you want find out more about 
who placed that ad? You can. 
www.PhoenixPeople.com and enter 
their member (printed after the 
symbol the ad), see expanded 
fun answers silly questions, 
and yes, even pictures. See what love 
looks like www.PhoenixPeople.com 


ALWAYS WANTED MEET MORE 
PHONE CHAT, TEXT 


WOMEN 


SEEKING 


HUNDURAS MOMMY 

SBF, 26. ST. dark skinned, 40ibs, 
very outgoing. enjoys fishing music 
kicking. Seeking 2 SM. 30-50, for 
friendship long-term —_retation 
ship Ts4287 

CALL ME 

SBF 35, S’ 3". average build, seeks 
spontaneous 8M. 33-38. N/S, for 
fnendship/romance 
MIDWESTERN GIRL. 

Otspiaced in New England. 38-year 
old, attractive. athietic, energetic. and 
fun SWF Looking for someone for 
frendstup and conversation who is 
secure, attractive, outgoing, fun. and 
creative. | like lve music, good food. 
dancing, gardening, art. spirituality, 

king, running, and laughing! 
@ sunmso 
INTERESTING LADY 

WF, slim build, likes carping, sci 
ence, and art museums, dining out 
conversation, seeks supportive 
WM. 57-53, N/S. for frendstup, possi 
bie romance EP984980 
GIG GREEN EVES 


Vivacious, attractive. ereen-eyed 


blonde OWF. loves laughter. love 
travel. Seeking fun-loving, kind gen 
theman. 55-65. for possible LTR 
ANOTHER TRY 
i'm a 42-year-old OWF with three 
boys and full time worker. | love 
ports, m a good act 

e e t to dinner and 
just having a good time 
@ MaggieMae42 
LOVES LIFE 
SWF, $5. Enjoy golfing. biking. hiking 
walking, et S/DWM. SO-60. 
with similar interests. 9947496 


PRETTY ITALIAN WOMAN 
OWF. 47. TGibs. in great shape. 


no children, former racquetball 

N/S, social drinker 
homeowner. financiathy/emotional 
secure.seeks intelligent, honest 


fit WM, 40-60, N 


Besos) 
ARE VOU MY SOULMATE? 


talian, petite, famity-on 


ented ashioned values, emo 

tionaly/financially secure. compas 
sionate, sincere, easygoing, enjoys 
travel, garde 

Seeking SM, 42.55. %P96734 

GIFT WRAP UNNECESSARY 


nd being loved 


gift of a 


the greatest 
©. passionate 
anta, S9+ with whom 
ays. 2267095 
GIFT WRAP UNNECESSARY 
Loving and being loved is the greatest 
@ft of ail. Cute. passionate WiIWF 
seeks spinted Santa, 99+ with whom 
to enjoy the holidays EPB68174 
TOUCH MY DONUTS &.... 
you're toast! fernale 20. works full 
time, goes to schoo! part-time, likes 
outdoor activines( but not when 
aid outside.) loves t 


seeks Spi 


to enyc 


vel sometimes, 


¢ back in pjs all day, 
movies and cuddie on the 


buch How at you” ‘TP60386 @ 


CAN'T GET ENOUGH 

Very pa’ 35. en 
ture, movies 
M, 38-50, wit 


fun and fnendsh 


vilar interest for 


T3465 


E W 


SINGLE MOMS NEED LOVE TOO 
SWF. 31. smoker, mother, seeks SM 
28-40, to go out to dinner, movies. 
and to snuggle on the couch while 
watching a movie. Is there anyone 
out there “EPISS765 @ imstberzy 
(GOOD MORALS AND VALUES 
SPF, 43. S'S”, 122ibs. slim, attractive, 
long hair, sincere, non-smoker, 
humorous, educated. travel, arts. 
seeks SM, similar interests. 
Southcoast MA. 
LOMING 
Blonde, SWF, late slim, S'S” out- 
going, looking for a loving an honest, 
outgoing man who enjoys dining, danc 
ing, travel, movies. North Shorearea 
282384 
IRISH EVES LOOKING 
SF. 43, mother of 2. manages a smatl 
business and works quite a bit. loves 
outdoors, a good mystery novel, cook 
ng, famity/fmends and down time. 
(SOcompatible gentiemnan w /like inter 
ests. @ 
‘SOF SEEKS 
SBF 38. educated. attractive seeking 
inteligent and also educated and 
attractive SWM 30-45. Must enjoy 
movies, jazz. and Italian food. Hope to 
meetsomeone for companionship and 
relationship. Serious inquiries onty 
809523 
REAL & UNPRETENTIOUS 
SBF. 28. 54”, graphic design student 
punky. one butterfly tattoo. a tot of 
piercings, searching for male, 25-35. 
for friendship, possibly more 
Raceunimportant. Enjoys punk 
music or hardcore metal, going out 
and just having fun. {10907 
| WILL SURPRISE YOU 
Ding, flirtatious, caring. honest 
urous, respectful, youthful 
sexy, attractive 42-year-old SWF. | 
love music, food, cooking, friends 
meeting new people, going out for a 
few drinks, dancing, theater, and live 
music. No expectations. other then 
respect, and honesty. £P923768 @ 
Alluring 
ATTRACTIVE BLONDE 
‘SWF, SS, 2°. basic interests. seeks 
‘onstruction type guy, 50-61, with a 
great personality, w looking for 
his last relationship. 288828) 
HANDSOME ATHLETE 
male 189ibs 41. pro 
onal seeks petite, athletic 
female companion , prefer intelligent 
and passionate woman 28-35, with 
expensivetastes in life and love. Lets 
chat. 
SIMPLE COUNTRY GIRL 
Who's now in a big city. I'm 54. WF 
sales professional 
grown children 


who's getting tired of 
er own company. | like to 
ng,shoot pool, or just relax and do 
nothing at all. EP17075 @ nwblonde 
RUNS WITH SCISSORS 

DWF, GOs. iconoclast interested in 
theatre, movies, outdoors, art, spiri- 
twality. Seeking emotionally aware. 
alty liberal, b 
interests. Mensch a plus 

CLASSY NURSE 

Very pretty, fun, sane, sexy, fit RN 
TSibs. brown/brown, enjoys the 
beach. traveling, cooking, hiking, bik 
ing, rollerblading, dancing, red wine. 
margaritas, pizza. seafood, etc 
Seeking attractive SM, 39-48, with a 
good job and can make me laugh 


man 


WHO IS QUALIFIED 

My name is Miria, I'm 2Byears old. 
ingle. loving, caring, hardworking, 
faithful, and easy going. | like to 
read.cook, go out for shopping and 
Camping. | will tell you more when we 
meet. 2999276 @ midmberty2005 

TRUE COLORS 

Down-to-earth SWF, 47, S'S". non 
smoker artist, eryoys movies, music 
dining out, and beachwaiking 
Seeking iaid-back, easygoing SWM 
40-60,non-smoker, for casual dating, 
possible long-term relationship 
Honesty a must! 257882 


FILL 
THE BLANK 


wouldn't sell 
HUMMER 


lars. 


retrospect, 
not yesterday 


for million dol- 


was bad idea. 


ARE YOU SPECIAL? 
Seeking nice looking. above average 
intelligence, cultured, fun, easy- 
going, responsible man, in 40's - a 
youthful SO’s. | am an attractive 
personable. unique. creative, nice 
woman, mid looks mid-upper 
40's. | like art, literature, and 
nature. £P8s8990 

WHERE SHOULD | START? 

Onven, ambitious. intefligent. well- 
educated. bi-lingual, 26-year-old 
SWF. | am fun to be with, sweet and 
Caring. Looking for a special single 
man 30-50, that | can show my full 
attention to. 1995704 @ Nataly 
PRETTY WOMAN 

Beautiful. educated. siim brunette 
32, seeking successful, clean-cut, 
professional SWM, 30-49, non- 
smoker, who is financially inde- 
pendent. £131288 

1AM WHOIAM 

SWF, late 30's, in the medical field 
and loving my job. Looking for 
someone who is honest and sincere 
fun with a great sense of humor, 
SWM, 38-48 would be wonderful 
Please be relatively close to Quincy. 
‘7669707 

SEEKING ROMANTIC MAN 

I'm a fun loving romantic Hispanic 
woman, 38, 140!bs with long 
hair and a great personality. | love to 


travel. play golf, dance. and go to 
themovies ‘998128 @ sassyiati- 
na 

RIDE INTO THE SUNSET 


Honest, sincere SWF, 49, blonde/ 
green. good personality, non-smoker, 
dog walker, physically fit, animal 
lover, enjoys motorcycle rallies /runs. 
SeekingSWM, 47-60, biker, with sim- 
ilar qualities for sible long-term 
relationship. 
BEAUTIFUL BLONDE .. 
Very Sincere, caring, and kind 
Seeking honest. sincere. dependabie 
loyal, decent man, 50-65. Do you 
exist? You will not regret answering 
this ad. Thank you. €9263836 
NEW GIRL IN TOWN 
Professional, indie rock music lover 
32. hoping to meet the right people 
drama-free, employed and open 
minded @ portionsforfoxes 
COMPATIBLE COMPANIONS 

WF, 50-years-old, interests include 
films, concerts and other cultural 
events. Looking for a professional 
SWM, 48-59 for friendship and possi 
ble long-term relationship. Sense of 
humor is 2 plus. | enjoy nights out on 
the town and aiso staying in with good 
food, wine, and conversation. Let's 
begin the year together EPBs7714 
ARE YOU SPECIAL? 
Seeking nice looking, above average 
intelligence, cultured man, in 40's 
youthful 50's. I'm an attractive, person 
able, unique, creative, nice woman, mid 
50's, looks mid-upper 40's. Enjoy art 
literature, nature. 
GOLDEN GIRL 
Romantic, slim, blonde SWF, 40 
something, enjoys music, beaches. 
dining out, romance. Seeking 
attractive, in shape S/DWM, 43-53 
medium-athietic build, for serious 
romantic relationship. 
Hi GUYS 
SF, 21, likes movies, more. Seeking 
young, handsome. affectionate 
non-judgmental, dark SM, 18-21, to 
share talks, friendship and fun 
times. 
FRIENDS FIRST 
SBF, 38, N/D, hard-working, enjoys 
home-cooking, attending church. 
movies, the park, more. Seeking a 
loving. like-minded gentleman to 
share life with EP9S6999 
COOL, CLASSY LADY 
Adventuresome SWF, 52° brunette/ 
green. journalist /author, loves travel 
the arts (Bach to Blues, Red Sox, to 
Symphony). Seeks secure, good 
humored SWM, S0+, non-smoker. 
healthy life styie 228771 


PLACE YOUR 


LOOKING FOR COMPANION 
Sl-year-oid SWF, looking to meet 
SWM, 38-55. | am honest, sincere, 
loves, dancing, cooking, working out. 
etc. Seeks someone who has a great 
SOH and loves the outdoors 

LOOKING FOR YOU 

SBF, 38. S’ 9". average build. attrac 
tive, N/S, seeks successful, honest 
WM, 30-65. for possible relation. 
ship. £22776 

A. COOD WOMAN 

SWF, 45. 5’ 4", average build, easygo 
ing, smoker, spontaneous, hard- 
working, seeks WM, 38-SS. for friend. 
ship. possible romance 
ITALIANA 

SWF, @. S’ 6°, witty, retired, fun to be 
with, likes music, cooking, seeks WM. 
60-70, for friendship, companionship 
and more. 
CITY WOMAN 

OWPF. SO. pretty. slim. auburn/hazel. 
enjoys culture. movies, dining Seeks 
SWM, 50-63, for friendship, possible 
UR. 
EXOTIC, GLAMOROUS... 

Outgoing, ioving, sincere lady. early 
‘SOs, enjoys dancing, movies, much 
more. WLTM loving, employed. nice 
man with similar interests to share 
something special. £20513 
CPA FOR HUSBAND 

Bright, pretty, nice, successful SAF 
40, S'S” 120Ibs, CPA, loving mother of 
16-year-old, loves movies, walks 
quiet time, etc. Seeking reliable 
financially secure gentleman 36-50. 
to get married. 

CONCORD (NH) CUTIE 

Very pretty OWF. S7” average 
weight, very young-iooking, N/S. long 
blonde/biue, great personality, unen. 
cumbered will relocate for love. 
seeksSM, 68-73, N/S, S'T1”-6'2", light 
drinker, for LTR. EP980178 
‘STOP, LOOK, AND LISTEN. 

to this vivacious, Norwood senior 
who loves the beach, boating 
movies, quiet times. Winter is corr 
ing, let's get together. Don’t be alone. 
just call me. @P427201 
HELLO OUT THERE 

SBF, 140ibs, full-time stu 
Gent, pretty, sincere, fun, looking for a 
mice, respectful, cool guy to share 
talks, dates. fun and more. EP138166 
BEAUTIFUL, SLIM, PLAYFUL 

SJPF, 30s, enjoys dining out, the Red 
Sox, vacation, comedy. Seeking hand 
some, nice SWPM, 40-52, for possi 
ble LTR. 29597336 
‘SEEKING A KIND MAN 

SWF, 69, blonde/green, medium 
build, Capricom, N/S, loves to cook 
and read, enjoys sight-seei 
sales, movies, fine dining, a 
SeekingWM, SO-60. N/S. 
LOOKING FOR REAL MAN 
SWF, 27, Sagittarius. N/S, independ 
ent, outgoing, fun-loving, seeks BM, 
27-33, N/D, handsome, local, taid 
back, possible romance. fP112883 
SALLY SEEKING HARRY !!! 
OSWF, 43, 170ibs, hazel eyes. 
hard-working, down to earth. enjoys 
beaches, camping, sports, movies, 
Foxwoods, family-oriented. Seek 
honest,sincere, family-oriented 
39-48, for friendship, possible 
HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU 
Kind-hearted lady. 48. brown /ereen 
5°5", 140!bs, caring, thoughtful, sin 
cere, enjoys seafood, Italian cuisine. 
quiet evenings, romance. Seeking 
happy. thoughtful man to share 
casual talks, smiles, spec 
moments, friendship, possible LTR 
‘122960 
NO GAMES 

SWF, 55, 5’ 7", HWP. average build 
N/S, likes beaches, outdoors, seeks 
WM, HWP. 50-66, for friendship. pos 
sible romance. £P133121 


C’mon Guys! 
Looking for 
someone who 
loves have fun 
and out for 
night the 
town, but also 
someone who 
can spend some 
quality time with. 


CALL 


YOUR CREDIT CARD, CALL 


BILL YOUR PHONE, CALL 
{call cost MUST 18+ 


800.310.5995 


617.450.8620 
617.976.3366 


ANGEL SENT FROM HEAVEN 
Out-going SBF, 35, enjoys drama 
movies, R&B music. cooking and the 
outdoors. Seeking SM, with similar 
interests, for conversation, friend- 
ship.possibly romance. 
HAWAHAN GIRL 

SF, 27, 140lbs. Seeks sweet, 
gentie SM with good conversation 
and some fun. 


UNTIL. SUSPENDED... 

We haven't met yet. Your single, 
about 47, fit, active, creative, con- 
versant, unconventional, kind. You 
enjoy being outdoors, reading fic- 
tion,listening to blues (etc), play 
ing, loving and your own life. Me 
too. £13230 

‘SOULMATE 

SWCF, 38, seeks non-smoker, 
SWCM, 29-39, irish or British pro- 
fessional, who wants eventual wed 
lock for children. I'm a shy woman 
whose likes includeanimals, art, and 
collecting dolls. 

TOUCH OF CLASS 

DWF, SOs, 5'8”, red/Srown, alluring. 
Passionate, cultured, diverse inter 
ests. Seeking self-realized, passion 
ate DWM, SO+, S'10"+, for long- 
termrelationship. £P498194 


SEASONS CHANGE... 

so should we. Attractive, intelligent 
blonde, SS, non-smoker, employed 
w/varied interests, seeks gentie 
man 55-60, desiring possible life 
time change. 

SHORT & SWEET 

tite, attractive DWF, 10Sibs. 
blonde, non-smoker, vivacious. 
sense of humor, enjoys walking, 
dancing. Seeking attractive S/DM. 
9, w/similar interests. 

CIRCLE ME 

SOWF, 40s, 135ibs, N/Kids, 
very attractive, non-smoker, enjoys 
good company/conversation. Seek 
ing S/DWM, 40-50, attractive, fit 
and doesn'ttake himself too seri 
ous, sincere, open-minded. No fur 
ther than 30minutes from 
Providence EPS70910 

‘SOMEONE NICE 

SWE. SS. seeking WM, 42-58 for good 
times. Please be kind caring, consid 
erate with a sense of humor. | enjoy 
the outdoors, reading, movies, eatin 
gout, sports, etc. Looking to meet 
someone friendly. 
HOPELESS ROMANTIC 

SBF, 28, 5'S", long brown/brown 
shapely, loves movies. Seeking LTR 
with down-to earth. spontaneous. 
caring SWM, 28-50, with great SOH 
and is ahopeless romantic. Please 


all, 830924 


EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LUV 

WM, 48, multi degreed, college 
educated, equal opportunity tover. 
eeking one good woman. any race. 
31-49, for a monogamous, long 
term relationship. 
JAZZ LOVER 

SWM, 48, 6, wine merchant who 
enjoys live jazz/blues, fine wine and 
dining out. seeks SWF, 35-45 with 
similar interests. 29963454 

HOW ARE YA DOIN? 


26 year 


old man very outgoing 
and love to have fun. I'm very 
energetic and love trying new 
Seeking cool SF, into the 


same. TP168137 @ hottguyy 


things 


WORTH IT 
SM, 2%, S'S” 
brown, Libra, passionate and caring, 
enjoys dancing, fitness, keeping 
active, travel, togetherness, drinks 
and simpietimes. Seeking sexy. 
‘sweet lady to share the good things in 
(life. 2150303 

HORSE BACK RIDER 

Masculine WM, 46, 6) 180ibs, in good 
shape, likes riding horses, seeking 
mature, feminine woman, 40 
65. 
BEANS AND COFFEE? 

Some are done in by sharks, others 
are undone by oysters. Man of 
taste, with both good/bad sides 
and traits, likes adventures: week- 
end trips, beaches, surfing, water 
Sports, restaurants, movies, muse- 
ums, walks cuddling. ISO under- 
standing, bright, companion, 18-45. 
@ zenzygote 
‘SOMEBODY TO LOVE 

DSWM, in my 40's, looks much 
younger, 5'7, long dark hair, average 
build, former musician with a love 
for music, playing guitar as well as 
dining out, candlelight and the sim 
pler things in life. I'm a sensitive, 
down to earth, hopeless romantic 
that longs to feel the magic once 
again. I'm seeking a sweet, loving 
caring, intelligent woman with a 
Passion for passion My ideal part 
ner would be of average weight 
sweet and feminine Must enjoy 
home cooked meals and flowers. 
It’s time to get down to what really 
matter in life, finding someone to 
love. 2801398 

MORNING CUDOLE BUDDY 
Affectionate, male, 40, seeking 
affectionate female Late 40's to 
late 50's. Interested in watching 
movies on tv and coffee in the 

THE LAST GOOD MAN 


14Sibs, black/dark 


WM, 25, enjoys reading, yoga. 
music, news from other countries 
and hiking in the woods. Seeking SF, 
22-27, who is active, has good sense 
of humor andcan hold a conversa- 
tion, for casual fun and more. 
@ brimbal 

FRIEND AND LOVER 

Handsome. professional WM. 40's 
seeks stim to height/ weight pro- 
portionate female who is adventur 
ous in spirit and non conventional in 
thought. 2926494 

ENJOY SIMPLE THINGS.. 

In life? SBM, 38, 5’ 9°. athietic 
build, Capricorm, non-smoker, seeks 
woman, 35-42, non-smoker, for 
long-term relationship. i'm very 
active andenjoy basketball, foot 
ball, bowling, playing pool, walks on 
the beach and reading. I'm down to 
earth and very open and honest. | 
have three children who lives with 
their mother. Looking for a woman 
who knows who they are, what they 
want, and enjoys conversation over a 
home cooked meai or out on the city. 
MAKE IT HAPPEN 
Good-looking SWM, 48, 5 Vet 
built, brown/brown, seeks SF, 21-39. 
N/S, who is adventurous, passionate, 
honest and fun, for casual fun ordat 
ing @ funforu 
COMMITTED, LOVAL SWM 
SWM, 45, brown/brown, solid 
build, considered very attractive, 
intetiigent. down-to-earth. well-trav- 
eled, professional, open-minded, 
with senseof humor, sense of mis: 
chief, and numerous interests. 
Seeking Curvy, shapely woman (size 
10 and under) who's dewn-to-earth 
for companionship, leading to tong 
term relationship. #8239948 


Prefer.. 


The movie 
The book 


Things Done 
Right 
Things Done 
First 


Onion 
Rings 


DECEMBER 22, 2006 NEWS FEATURES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
: EES Free ads placed in this section are not guaranteed to run 
3 every week Be sure to renew your ad frequently to keep it fresh 
GUIDELINES are for adults over monogamous 
elationships. To ensure your safety, Careful! 
have first meetings occur in a public place. Th 
the right to edit, revise. or reject any 20ver its 
retion and assumes no responsibility 
i: eview our complete guidelines, call 617425.2636 
™ 
‘EA 
find it. SWF SOish, blonde. blue eyes. 
curvy, seeks tall S/DWM 48-55 
online 
a 


PLACE YOUR AD, 
CALL 


ANSWER 


800.310.599 


617.450.8620 
617.976.3366 


ANSWER 
AND BILL YOUR PHONE 


USING YOUR CREDIT CARD 


[call cost MUST 18+ 


€ SEEKS SPECIAL LADY 


SWM, 180ibs, in Boston area, late 
SOs, spontaneous, secure, enjoys 
travel, a good glass of wine, roman 
tic evenings. Looking for a romantic 
woman,30-50. Let's talk over din 
ner. €P906927 


GOOD GUY SEEKS... 

nice gal. Nice guy, 53, looking for 
cute. petite woman, honest and not 
about games. | like cooking, staying 
at home watching a good flick 
boating fishing, walking the beach 
and watching the water go bye 
@ kekunion 


AGREAT GUY 
SWM, brown/ereen, 40s. 
mature, attractive. humorous 


financially secure, enjoys dancing, 
movies, music, jazz/blues. Seeking 
a fun, honest lady,30+, N/S, with 
N/Kids or older children, who will 


appreciate a caring, loving, long 
lasting relationship. West of 
Boston P949078 
AIR AMERICA MAN 


Progressive. beefy, affable, person 
able SWM, 52. fond of the Red Sox, 
The Beeties. Dim Sum, Star Buck's 
Mocha java coffee, and Club Orient 
wishescomplementary SF. would put 
down her cappuccino, biscotti, and 


answer this ad. Anglophiles/ 
Francophiles preferred. 
‘SEEKING ARTIST ... 


musician type. SM. 47, works, comes 
home, works on the house, goes to 
work, comes home, plays music, goes 
to work, comes home, plays on the 
computer,works, comes home. 
crashes. Does this mean the meds 
aren't working ? You? EP161268 @ 
musiocite 

53 ON NORTH SHORE 

OWM, 53. fit, trim, 5’9", 160!bs, sil 
ver gray hair, blue eyes, athletic 
holistically healthy, wide range of 
interests from outdoor activities 
tocultural events. | hope to meet an 
intelligent, healthy woman, SOs to 
explore new ideas and adven 
tures. BP2125: 

KIND AND HONEST 

SWM 55, trim, very good looking 
(often mistaken for a 40something). 
kind and good hearted, honest 
charming, very communicative. 
funny and hip; alsointetligent. sup- 
portive. very affectionate and 
romantic. Love theater and movies 
(mostly love stories and comedies) 
and being in the city (usually dining 
out at various restaurants and 
Cafes); Also have diverse tastes in 
music, (enjoy alternative, folk, “old 
school” dance and some classic 
rock). Looking for trim SWF 37-50 
who possesses self love and self 
respect and has similar qualities 
and interests. 

LOOKING FOR A FRIEND 

SM, 37, looking for a female friend 
to talk to about anything that 
comes to mind, .no holding back 
nothing at least | don't think will 
surprise me.So if you need someone 
to talk to, here | am. HP160625 © 


FOREIGN FEMALE 

SWM, 36, 6) 200!bs, very easy 
going, seeking an attractive, foreign- 
born fernaie, 21-40, living south of 
Boston for friendship first and casual 
dates. 

BOOMER 

Please call me. | haven't heard from 
you in a long time and | miss you! Rob 
from Newton. ‘EP151215 


LETS HAVE SOME FUN 

SM, 36. loves movies. staying home 
near the fireplace and cuddling, 
quiet times and togetherness 
Looking for compatible, caring 
companion. £62677 @ lover000 
DANCE WITH ME 

08M, 45, 57", 190ibs, non-smoker, 
likes the gym, spending time with my 
kids, dancing. Seeking honest, caring, 
attractive, fit SPF, 40-SO, raceunim- 
portant, with same interests, for 
long-term relationship. 2152624 
FRIEND/COMPANION WANTED 
OWPM, 57, kind-hearted, rom- 
antic, enjoys hiking, biking, the arts. 
Seeking intelligent, pretty, slender, 
active, fit WPF, for LTR. 2498382 
YOUR DAD'S WORST ... 
nightmare. Bright guy, 41, with 
active imagination and strong social 
conscience, non-matenialistic, love 
simple, honest truths, small, furry 
Creaturesand wacky people who 
don't care what the neighbors 
think. | always act like gentleman 


unless otherwise requested. ISO 
like-minded lady. 2163177 @ 
MaynardG Krebs 
DANCE PARTNER 


SWM. 47, non-smoker, social drinker, 
easygoing, child friendly, looking for 
honest, friendly woman, 35-45, with 
similar qualities for friendshipfirst, 
possible relationship 
Portiand area. ‘SP1S1363 

SEEKS SBF 

55, 160Ibs, clean shaven, in great 
shape. non-smoker, non-drinker 
looking for SBF, 40+, for long-term 
relationship. interests. movies, din- 
ing,traveling, outdoor activities 
casinos, dancing, oldies. Average to 
stim, kids ok 988144 

OLDER IS SO... 

much better. Respectful SM, 64 
Engineering consultant assigned dif- 
ferent job sites in NE, N/S, light 
Grinker, No drugs, noise or pets. | arn 
neat andquiet; enjoy eating out. TV, 
movies etc. WLTM someone for 
friendship and 3 romantic relation 
ship. @ DaveO101 
DREADED NICE GUY 

SWM, 44, non-smoker, handsome. 
athletic fit, enjoys skiing, sailing, trav- 
el. cooking and bookstores. Seeks SF. 
who shares same interest and is will 
ingto try new things. 42136314 
DOES SHE EXIST? 

SWM., 39, tall handsome. bionde, 
blue, non-smoker, romantic, down to 
earth and caring with a sense of 
humor. Enjoys dancing, bike riding. 
movies, music, and nice walks on the 
beach. Seeking SWF, 29-36, 5°5-5'8. 
non-smoker, no children, attractive 
and cute, sweet and charming, curvy. 
sexy lady, who's caring, fun to be 
with, and enjoys life. @iP121447 
SINGLE AND... 

attractive. SM, 45, likes walks on the 
beach, romantic dinners, music and 
reading conspiracy books also into 
Astrology, Numerology, UFO studies 
andhistory, working at home. If you 
have similar interest, leave me a 
message! HP1S7543 @ scott!961 
PETITE WOMAN WANTED 

SWM, 44, S'S", fit, handsome. 
T7Sibs,. PhD, entrepreneur, English 
professor, into shopping, poetry, 
romance, music. Wants soulmate. 
age open. HP128585 

1 NEED YOUR LOVE 

Male seeks female who is loving, 
peaceful, non-competitive, anti- 
materialistic. | am going to write a 
loving, philosophical, non-political 
book that over 2Oyears will out-pro- 
duce the bible, 10-1. 

QUIET NICE GUY 

SM, 23, enjoys romantic dinners, 
movies, trivia and just hanging 
out.Looking for someone to get close 
with. No pressure. 9162404 @ Dany 
NICE GUYS DO EXIST! 

Romantic DWM, 6: 170!bs, mus: 
tache/dark hair, sense of humor. 
Seeking S/DW/AF, 35-49, height/ 
weight proportionate, enjoys dining, 
movies, dancing friendship/LTR 
323 


HOW CAN YOU AVOID 


THE EASY OFFICE DRUNK? 
TOM: Ugh. battled off those harpies before. I'm man enough 


Love 
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SALE 


Now More Afforable than 


Ever Check 


Your Messages 


Respond Ads! 


Get 


minutes 


Get FREE Days* 


1.800.252.0920 


a SmartDate subscr 


TRUE LOVE... 

as you wish. Good-looking. sincere. 
educated SWM, 6'2", height /weight 
proportionate. enjoys dancing, hug. 
ging, and beaches. Seeking sincere 
communicative. attractive, shapely 
height/weight proportionate SWF. 
24-42, non-smoker, with a wide van 
ety of interests. 


SEEKS SOMEONE SPECIAL 

SM, 24, tired of trying to do what 
('m suppose to, and finally decided 
to do what | want to, no more bars 
or clubs. | just want to find someone 
| canrelate to and be happy with. 
‘7152686 @ brasilboy 

fT TAKES TWO 

SWM, 26. 6'1", average build, dirty 
blond/brown, independent. seeks 
SF, 18-38, who is honest and is not 
afraid to try new things. for friend 
ship.romance and more. EP161876 
@ djbigtorm 

LOOKING FOR FRIENDSHIP: 

SM, 37. open-minded outgoing, 
enjoys being outdoors, camping 
kayaking, fishing(spear gun), dining, 
the beaches, motorcycling, trail rid 
ing in myjeep, good conversation 
music(open to most but listen to 
country mostly) movies, and so 
much more. Seeking like-minded 
SF. @ SeaHunteri63 
TRY ME! 

just a normal guy, hard-working, 
looking for a LTR with a compatible 
Person. i enjoy motorcycles, boating 
and the beach and anything related 
to the ocean! I'm also a big animal 
lover! EP160647 @ peterman 


FRAMINGHAM MALE 

BM, 48, S’ 11", 185ibs, exercises reg- 
ularly, seeks WM, SO+, overweight 
can be a 

LOOKING FOR LONG-TERM 
Healthy, honest GWM, 61, semi- 
retired, 5°10", 210!bs, 0/D-free, non 
smoker enjoys outdoor activities. 


quiet times sport etc. Seeking 
same, 55-70.Dinner sometime? 


admit it- carry mace pocket. the boozehound gets 
close and starts whining about her biological clock, I'll just spray 


her. TRANSLATION: 


And then I'll get 


arrested. Imagine that. 


CHRISTINE: just try remain sober throughout the evening. That 
way can see the intoxicated person swaggering way and know 
when run like the wind. TRANSLATION: Who kidding? 
that drunk person who swaggers other people and ends crying 

during the cab ride home. what, I’m Irish. 


tion. Sale ends 12 


With the purchase of any block of time (30 minutes ore more) or 


31/06 


BODYBUILDING & MORE 

Lifetime drug-free bodybuilder. 
wanting to help a guy 18-25 reach 
his maximum potential: physically 
mentally, emotionally, and spiritu: 
ally. fPneses 

EXECUTIVE SOS 

Trim, North Shore, uninvolved 
Would like involvement with the 
same, for friendship and more. Let's 
talk and have coffee on your time 
table. %P126296 

SPECIAL SOMEONE 

SWM. S6, non-smoker, likes 
beaches, fun things, dining out 
theater, beaches, seeks WM, 40- 
63, for possible long-term relation. 
ship. 

HEY GUYS 

SBM, 33. 220Ibs, articulate, 
affectionate, honest, looking got 
meet a nice, honest. fun, open-mind: 
ed guy, 35-45, to get to know 
have a goodtime. Let's talk. 
BUTTON-FLY LEVIS 501 
All-American “French/Greek 
cat enjoys travel 


top 
history, foreign 
languages, dining in and out, cook- 


ing, swimming, exercise, jogging 
reading, intense conversation with 
that special person. Seeking passive 
yet assertive guy, 25-55, who loves 
to wear tight jeans and white Jockey 
briefs. 

PINK PANTHER STRIKES 

SWM, 38, good-looking, non-smok- 
er, seeks older, handsome, in shape 
gentleman, fun-loving, all around 
nice guy. €P124452 

DARK SKINNED WANTED 
Professional male, 43, 1SSibs 
seeking a professional Latino, Black 
Or Portuguese man over 40for a 
long-term relationship. My interests 
includedining out, theater, music 
movies, and good conversation. If 
you have similar interests and are in 
shape, I'm interested. €945523 
FUN GUY 

CWM, 40, non-smoker, seeking 
friendships, walking, nature, and 
fun! Seeking a good looking fit guy 
with a nice smile. Blond, blue eyes, a 

Seeking fat boys for dating, fun 
times. I'm tired of games and insin- 
Ccerity mixed with curiosity. I'm 34, 
5'9", 210, black/green, good-looking. 
Seekinghot chubs/fat guys/ex jocks 
20-50 for romance or pieasure. 
Secure, Out and apen guys with 
good looks onty please 


NEW TO TOWN 
SM, blonde/biue, kind, caring. 
looking for a significant other that 
enjoys music, travel, and the great 
outdoors. Looking for someone 
who's kind, and fun to show me 
around town and for possible long- 
term relationship. £80722 
PROFESSIONAL CWM 
Professionalty employed. 45year old 
GWM seeks CWM for friendship 
and possible companionship. Have 
many interests, especially outdoor 
activities. 2872464 

THE GOOD LIFE 

Handsome Attractive CWM, 0/0 
free, great body, blond/hazel mid 
die-aged. Appearance 37-40. Loves 
theater, symphony, black and white 
movies, dancing, traveling, the good 
life. Looking to meet same for 
friendship, possible relationship 
Friend of Bill W's. Great body. 
939302 


WOMEN 


SEEKING 


WOMEN 


GIVE ME A CALL 
Attractive SBF, seeks honest, trust 
worthy WF, 30-50, for good times. 
dating. friendship, and possibly 
more. 29988638 
DIAMOND IN ROUGH 
SWF, 41, 5°3", 135Ibs, attractive. 
blonde/brown, Aries, smoker, like 
outdoors, cuddling, dvds, dining out 
seeks woman, 21-55, smoker, cor 
patible, forcompanionship, possible 
LTR. 
SEEKING OPEN-MINDED 

Petite, energetic, full-figured SBF, 
looking for attractive female, 21-30. 
race open, for fun and adventure 
0/0-free. 
(WILL U BE MINE 

F, 34, brown/blue. drinker, 
enjoys outdoors activities and anima! 
shows. Seeks SPF for companionship 


possibly long-term relation 
ship fPn2413 

FEMME WOMAN 

Compassionate woman, w/strong 


values seeks same inner and outer 
beauty. warm, gracious, intelligent. 
deep w/moral sensibilities, fun-lov 
ing, honest, responsible. feminine 
lady. 30s, who takes a genuine inter 
est in well-being of others and living 
life fully and true to one's 
self 

FEMME SEEKING FEMME 

Could this be you? Cute, fun, fit 
femme, intelligent. educated, laid- 
back, comfortable in your own skin 
drama-free, social butter fly. if so 
then do respond i'd love to hear from 
you. | am all of the above. ‘22720016 
ADVENTUROUS FEMALE 
‘have long bionde hair, blue eyes, pro 
fessional female, business owner, 
5'6, 125Ibs. Hobbies are bicycling, vol 
leyball, cooking, dancing, and dress 
ing up for a night on the town 
Looking for a fernale between the 
ages of 30-45 and maybe more. 

WILL IT BE YOU 

Romantic SWF, 41, 5°3", strawberry 
blonde. heaithy, enjoys jogging, read- 
ing, dancing, animals, dining out 
movies, music, much more. Hoping to 
meet aspecial lady, who appreciates 
love and affection. 
GRACIOUS, WARM 

A mother, a gardener, film maker/ 
photographer, a traveler, a writer. 
you might be any or all or none of 
these- but if it’s in your spirit to be 
or appreciate such- and much more- 
let's talk. 2937829 

HOPE TO FIND U SOON 

SF, 58, youthful, down-to-earth 
enjoys dining out, dancing movies 
music, laughter, good talks, more. 
WLTM a single woman 50-69. 
young-at-heart,happy and full of 
life 86662 


TOM: Yes, but was fine. don’t know anyone, including 
date, then don’t give damn about how people view me. just let 
all hang-out and had good time. TRANSLATION: Even though 
it's 2006, still think can fool the ladies into thinking that I'm the 
ultimate party guy wearing lamp shade head. 
CHRISTINE: sure. was kind uncomfortable because didn’t 
know anyone there and barely knew him. didn’t have much talk 
about, which made for awkward evening. TRANSLATION: counter- 
act the awkwardness, drank self silly and ended falling into the 
fruit salad. got grapes nose and had taken the 


CARDS AND POLITICS 
Mature WM seeking other men that 
are interested in Texas hold-'em 
poker, chess, politics, and are inter 
ested in the world around them. 


T2321 


MISSED YOU 


You answered my ad but your phone 
number was disconnected. Could | 
have heard it wrong? I'm waiting to 


hear from you, you sound very inter 
esting ‘€P936593 

TRYING TO FIND YOU! 

We met on 7/1 during a flight from 
Boston to Charlotte. You were going 
to visit your sister. This is Dave, please 
contact me. 

GOLDIE LOCKS NEAR BC! 

Sa-ay, do | have the job for you! It's 
great because it’s going to be 
December, january, February and. boy. 
are we gonna get great tips! Here's the 
deal I've got my aunts old Schwinn 
done up for Sunday New York Times 
deliveries. 140 of ‘em. It'll go thro 
anything; snow, sleet, ice, rain, mud. 
you name it. | can even blow off the 
Cops on this baby and downhill runs on 
Comm. Ave... WOW! Now you have to 
be the right Goldie Locks. | mean ta 
pretty. a nice girl and smart 
you've got to have a good throwing 
arm. There's some guy that never tips 
me, see, so | start ringing my warning 
bell about 10 or 12 times when | go b 
his house. That's about 4:45 am. Th 
chump never learns. There he is in his 
robe and slippers shaking his fist at me 
and running across the lawn, even if 
its’ snow. So you've got to hit ‘em right 
between the legs. if you know what 
mean, or it’s pedal like hell! When he's 
hobbled, though... funny!!! 
remember you have to be the right 
Goldie Locks... the one who knows my 
name and who | was mean to on the 
phone when you called and | was sick 
Boy | wish | knew your number. It 
would be cheaper calling heaven than 
placing this ad, however... Extras: | 
keep my pockets full of Bazooka joe at 
all times. When we finish the route. 
we head over to the museum of fine 
arts and read Bazooka joe cartoons 
until it opens. Then it’s 'p'tooey the 
gum, have a quick breakfast at the 
restaurant and head straight for the 
impressionist room. Half the time. if 
you take your galoshes off and don't 
shake any mud on the Gauguins’ they 
let you in for free! Then we stop at the 
Folk Art room (no one goes there ever) 
where we Can divvy up the tips 50/50 
and talk about the quizzical things 
that us boys and you girls start think 
ing about when we're about 3 months 
old and that get more and more 
quizzical as the seasons fly by. Or 
maybe to hell with the job and we can 
just stay in bed and drink tea from lit 
tie Limoges cups, what the snow come 
down, and keep the radio real low. | 
think that might be best. Please for. 
give my rudeness on the phone 
Goldie, and call me again. | promise not 
to lie to you of to ask you to compro 
mise yourself or anyone else. You think 
| want any rolied up Times on my lap?! 
Yow! | 

REIKI IN JAPAN: 

Met you at Barnes and Noble on 
Monday August 7th. We talked about 
advertising and Reiki. Happy Birthday. 
Call me if you would like. EPn012s 
AHOY 

MS Regatta, pink haired. sword wieid 
ing Pirates of the Norwegian Cloud, | 
the tall man on the foredeck, want to 
come aboard and learn of your treas- 
ures. Pick me up; I'm marooned with 
out you. £P121162 


Pius 


Talk with 
instantly! 


in 


a 


Atay 
There is no charge for registration Each mee 


‘Sage of your conversation costs 99¢ Standard 
teat rales/uther charges may appiy 


Know 
What Write? 
Call our writing experts! 
For print online 


1.800.310.5995 


TOUCH WITH PHONE CHAT, TEXT MESSAGING, WEB PERSONALS. 
PARTY WITH SOMEONE YOU BARELY KNEW? FORME? 


SINGLE FAMILY HOME 
REE RENT TO OWN 
Boston S.E. 
acce MBTA ay 
Lrg furnished studio in own 
mins to B T 
1 Ev 
CAMBRIDGE 
w ws, hard wood, marble & 
STEPS TO ASHMONT 
MEDFORD 


Boston 
Large 2/3 BR, 5 rooms, 
Near Highway/MBTA 
Brand new kitchen/ 
appliances tile bath 
HWF throughout. tons 


Station. Le 1 


firs, updated kitch & bath, off 


Street prkng, in unit Washer 


i of storage. laundry in Dryer. Avail ASAP $1300/mo. 
basement $1250- utils 
Avail now! Call Dave: 787 Please call 617-669-2614 

245-9596 617-306-311 


REAL ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 

BUY SELL 
SERVICES OFFERED 
COMMUNITY 
EMPLOYMENT 
MIND BODY SPIRIT 


STUDIO $1200 Porter Sq 
of 


great apartment with lots o 


ght. wood floors, am 
f applia 
ets a f 
ne 
spa hardwood 
t wa 
f f a2 v 
athr 
wash e unit. Great 
apartment =f roommates 
BE $28 3 
Spacious 4 bedroom apartment 
with 2 bathroom a large 
kitchen, private back porch 


cated 1 block to Mass Ave. (2 


blocks to the 2Middle East 


short walk to the Central 
Sq T Gleaming hardwood 
floors, washer-dryer in the 


unit, fully applianced kitchen 


equal-sized bedrooms 
Call to set up a showing 
No broker fees 
Apartments for rent in 
Cambridge 6 Somerville 
617 440 6060 


www.apartmenthub.com 
mail@apartmenthud.com 


CLASSIFIED 


www.thephoenix.com 


Rear Estare For SALE 


7BED/ 2BA FORECLOSURE 


OCEAN VIEWS 


Condo, ultimate privacy, country 


Setting, ocean views. 1900 sq ft 
6 rooms, 28R, 2.5 Bath, 2 frpics. 
central air, roof top deck, plenty 


of storage, garage, ground 
floor in a small 6 unit. thr from 
Boston, 10 mins to Ogunquit 
$440,000. A must see! Call 


Anne 207-363-6471 


ROOMMATES 


Nahant 


R 


imate needed $850/mo 


y ocean view. 5 mins 
from beach. wash/dr on-site 
internet cable dishwshr. 
Available now 

Boston. T access 
no pets. Cal 


527-6237 


30mins out of 


Rooms AVAILABLE 


ALLSTON: 
Nice RM in 3 person apt. Nr 


bus line & 


+utils. Av 


617-787-4383 


Arlington Hgts 


2 bedrooms ava nm 3BR 


semi-Co-op Home w/1M, free 
prkg,HotTub.Fire Place,Eat in 
Kitchen,Ciean,Nr T&Bus, plenty 
of storage, w/d, M/F OK. 1 Ire 
room $800 available 01/07, 
other room $600 available 
02/07. ut! included. Cali Guy 
781-801-5214 


BROCKTON- ABINGTON 
LINE 

Share SBR cape (2 rooms avail 
both on ist level) $700/mo & 
$800/mo. Rent includes ail 
utils + high spd intent, cable 
& house keeping, W/D avail in 
basement. Occupied by 2 prof 
males. Big house, plenty of rec 
area. Avail now. Call Wayne 
508-801-4477 


BROOKLINE 
Large BR with hardwood floors 
avail, for prof M/F, shr ig kitch 
& Iverm, laund, dishwasher, cis 
to T, free prkg in drvwy. $650+ 
utils. Avail now Call Al: 617-27, 


HYDE PARK- 
Edge of Milton, GM, 1 cat, Le 
Victorian home, 1 acre w/ trees 


garden on Beautiful Fairmount 


Hill & near to Blue Hills, N/S 


quiet, clean responsible, $485+ 
util or $135 weekly. Negotiable 
ROOMATE WANTED 


kid- friendly 


66-8879 


West Medford / Tufts 


OP Rm in le hse 


NB. ng 
earthlink net 

Winchester 

Need sommate Private 

entra ared 


BUY_ 
SELL_ 
TRADE 


APPLIANCES 


KENMORE ELECTRIC 
ORYER 


Syr, great. $3 


0. S08-493-2313 


UNDER-COUNTER 
DISHWASHER 
FEATURES! $250 
2313 


508-493 


WHIRLPOOL WASHER 
TOP-LOAD, $250. 508-493-2313 


Genera. For Sace 


Seasoned Firewood 

$255 per chord. 16”, cut, split 
and delivered. 25 Vears of 
business Call; 1-800-834 
5576. 


SERVICES 
OFFERED 


ADOPTION 
PREGNANT? 
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
Talk with a 


FINANCIAL 


SSCASHSS 
mmediate Cash f 


Sett 


Suits, inheritances. 
Notes, & Cash Flows. 
Wentworth - #1. 1-(800)-794 


7310 


Er Cerera 


Personal Armed Guard 
Fully licensed. ex-military 
experienced. Free consultation 


Call: 781-526-8112 


Boston 


MORE WOMEN 


More Reasons 


PHOTO_VIDEOGRAPHERS 


www. blackandwhiteinc. 


com 
‘or PR 
mes. printing 
atives & slides 
F d-processine 


Lecat Norices 


Notice of formation of 
BMS Realty Management 


LLC a NYS LLC. 


Format filed with 


SSNY 


24/02. Off.Loc.: Kings 


SSNY designated as agt 


of LLC, upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to: 
The LLC, 1981 E 17 Street, 


Brooklyn, NY 11229. Purpose: 


Any Lawful purpose. 


lavalife.com 
NEW 1-900 Pricing Options! 


Worcester 


DECEMBER 22. 2006 NEWS FEATURES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
THE BOSTON PHOENIX DECEMBER 22, 2006 
THE 
| 
nationwide. EXPENSES PAID. 
now! Nice quiet 
Always 
y $89 Must For fern student or professional to : 
By The Sea W.Medford 
ie Newly renovated 2BR home N/S, Ig yd, off-st prking. 3M S 
for sale, with a designer 2F mo incids ut We 
furnace wood & marble 
ready for the imagination kitchen and bath. $ nclud: 
Best value in M te 
The 


MODELING 


EMPLOYMENT 

NUDE MODEL WANTED 
LIVING ASSISTANCE FOR DEC. 
UNIQUE OPP 

BE E E, DANCE OR 

8 HER MOVEMENT TRA‘ 

Quadriplegic mtf seeks A PLUS HAVE HEAD AND 
PCA 
Quadr OR BODY SHOT AVAILABLE 


SHOTS OR CONTACT INFO TO 


MYFITNESSONE 100.COM 
Bar_C.us_RESTAURANT retend 
BARTENDERS: 
SKILLED TRADES 
the 
Field Trades Needed 
Bikini web. 
Dancers Wanted 
Earn up to 800+ per week needed for a construction 
Must be 18+. No exp. necessary. t 
roject: laborers, carpenters 
Flexible Hours. Call Alex 617 
427-6514 roofers, plumbers, sheet metal 
GENERAL workers, electricians, masons. 
!'Bartend!!! iron workers. Please send 
$300/day potential. No exp nec resumes complete with job 
Training provided. 800-965- 
experience and reference list to 
6520 X275 
the following: Bob Worthington 
Transfer Agent Wanted 
Part-time position. A Poland NorthEast Interiors 41 Brooks 


financial company is looking 
for a Transfer Agent. $3000/ 
month. No special skills are 
needed. Everyone can aply. To 
get more information please 
send your short resume to job@ 
sbsproject.com 


Drive Suite 1005 Braintree, MA 


02184 


HEALTHCARE 
Movie extras, Actors, 
Sociat Services 
Models! 

Quadriplegic mtf seeks 
PCA Make $100-$300/day. No Exp. 
Quadriplegic mtf pre-op early 
in transition seeks transgender Req., FT/PT All looks needed! 


friendly personal care attendant 
roommate. Free room for 
helping me part time with 
ADLIS. Call 617-872-5933 


1-800-799-6215. 


POST OFFICE 
NOW HIRING 


THE ARTS 
ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 


Paid Training, 1-800-584-1775 USWA 
Vacations. PT/FT. REF#PS747 


Boston Area 


Baby 
dreve 
ina 
brand new 
Cadillac 


Motorcycle 
Dealership 


Must have good selling and administrative skills, be a strong 
leader, dedicated to meeting our customer’s needs while 
attaining company financial goals. 

We offer a complete benefits package including: 
Competitive Salary, Health, Dental and Matching 401K. 


Resume 


work solutions: 


SEEKING AN... 


Strategic Thinking, Playing 


ONLINE SALES 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 


Minimum years online sales experience required. 


PLEASE SUBMIT RESUMES TO: 


thephoenix.com 


www.us.randstad.com 


AVG. PAY $20/HR $57K ANNUALLY 
MANAGER. 
j 


MIND 
BODY 
SPIRIT 


Massace 


$955 He. $$75 11/2 he. 


PARADISE 


617-547-6191 


ADAGIO 


PAR EXCELLENCE! 
JEFF: 617-236-7009 


Annie’s 
Massage 


METROWEST 
MASSAGE 


508-879-3200 


617-484-1788 

BOSTON MINDFUL TOUCH 


8 


Comfort Zone Now 
Open on Sundays! 


ESALEN MASSAGE 
& HOT TUB 


GREAT 


Michae 


617-924-8600 


North Beacon ST. Watertown, 


Magical Asian Healer's 
Hands for Mind and Body 

August Special! 617- 
924-3371 508-879- 
3200 


SOCIAL 
LIFE 
SUPPORT 


Male Massage Therapist: 


THE 


(617)479-8851 


UNIQUE HOME 
DETOX 


all insurance plans 


1-800 710: 1904 


ahr 


CHINESE MASSAGE 
HEALTH CENTER 


PAIN RELIEF. BODY RELAXATION. 
PROFESSIONAL TREATMENT 
AFTER 10 VISITS GET OME VIGHT FREE. | 


617-773-4658 | 


280 Are Suse 2nd WA | 


| 
OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 


ORIENTAL 

BODY 

FOOT 
10AM-10PM 

OPEN DAYS 


TREMONT ST. 
BOSTON 


617-888-3257 


ACUPRESSURE 


RELAXATIO 


1116 Great Plain Avenue 
Needham Center 
128/95 Exit 198 


7 Days 10am-9pm 


781-453-3988 


~ Mi agsago 
Therapist 


617-923-1711 
ARSENAL MALL 
WATERTOWN 


Highland Avo 
NEEDHAM 
781-444-4699 


617-926-0919 
372 MAIN STREET 
WATERTOWN 


1073 Hancock St., Suite 302 
Quincy, MA 02170 


Tel: (617) 328-8891 
Parking in Rear 


Business Hours 
Mon-Sun: 10am-7pm 
Call for appointment 


Testing and Treatment of 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 
(including AIDS) 
ROBERT TAYLOR M.D. 
Graduate-Harvard Medical Schoo! 


www.roberttaylormd.com 


617.625.3366 
258 Elm St. 
Somerville 


SHOWBIZ_ 
ARTS 


AubiTiONS 


Singers! 
Talent s record producer 
ting singers to a 
d label is holding 
in Boston area 
d singers in styles of 

RnB. rock, contemporary 

an, gospel, jazz, bives 
308-1697 if no 

mswer leave message with 
your name and number. 


Gics 


BAND FORMING 

Singing lead guitarist looking 
to fort rm original rock band 
w/ dedicated hard working 
musicians to rehearse as much 
as possible, play gigs, and make 
a record. | have a ton of songs 
ideas, & a positive attitude 
The Blues, Pink 
joyd, Stone Roses, The Verve. 
Oasis, & The Kinks. Call 

Anthony: 617-281-S915 


Wanted 
2 rock band seeks 
bassist and keyboardist. We 
like everything from the rolling 
nes to the minutemen. if 
you do to, call Kurt at 630-479 
0239 


Orummer 
Reliable, enthusiastic, prof 
nmer, Berklee Grad, looking 
for working band. Lots of exp, 
well trained in all styles. 
Call Tommy 617-462-2748 


Drummer Wanted 

For original rock band 
Dedication transportation, 
time, feel and chops. Located 


on the south shore. WWW. 
LPJROCKS.COM For more 


info call Sharon at Flagstone 
Records: SO8-472-7277 


Female Singer 
Energetic, animated. 
female singer wanted for 
established working R&B, 
Rock'n'Roll, Boston based 
band. Variety of music 
ding Sheryl Crow, 
Bonnie Raitt, Beatles, 
Black Crows and originals. 
Please Call jay 617-527-9796 


GUITAR & DRUMMER 
WNTD 
Funk rock original band, 
Slapback. Gigs & CD. Needs 
creative, committed, pros only. 
781-871-8363 


Harmonica Player 

Looking to play with individuals 
or a group in or around East 
Bridgewater area. No beginners 
or intermediate players, please. 
Contact Bill 508.378.3695 


Keyboard Player Wanted 
For working 5 piece N. Shore 
rock cover band. Must be able 
to cover a wide variety of 
Styles and sounds. Samplers 
sequencing and vocal ability a 
plus. Transportation a must 
Call Russ: 781-592-2827 


Lead Guitarist Available 

To join ali original hard rock 
n’ roll band. | have originals, 
experience, and pro equip. 
No start-ups please (unless 
killer id vocals) Infl: Zeppelin, 
Sabbath, Velvet Revolver, Audio 
Stlave,Old Aerosmith, Call Kevin 
978-744-8369 


THE 


Lead Singer Wanted for 
Established Band 
Looking for lead singer wh 
can play either guitar, bass 
of precussior ong writing a 
plus, need excellent fronting 
abilities. Call 508-883-2548 
Male Vocalist Wanted 
Mature 40+ experienced male 
to form duo w/ Quincy based 
female using backing tracks 
only. Dinner type music 
Technica! skills necessary. 
Lifting required. Rehearsing 
and actively pursuing gies as 
ateam 


Call Cheryl: 617-688-4364 


PRO BASSIST AVAILABLE 
30 years experience. All styles, 
oO rig, resume, lessons. 978 


764-9071 


Producer to Start All-Girl 
Band 

Singer, Bass, Drums, Guitar 
needed. Also male rock band 
players. Contact Brian: 978 


815-5477 


WHYSKEY RYVER 
BAND 


Lynyard Skynyrd tribute band 
seeks guitarist for Alan Collins 
parts and piano player for Billy 
Powell parts. Working band; 
gigs include local bars and 
clubs, biker rallies + bigger 
venues. interested musicians 


call John, 508-760-5464. 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


KAREN DE BIASSE VOCAL 
INSTRUCTION 

All styles-levels-Great Rate. 
Master range-pitch-stamina 
Guitar, piano, drums, bass 
www.karendebiasse.com 617- 


529-6243 


REcoRDING 


Oak Grove Recording 
Studio 

Professional recording 
specializing in song writers 
without a band. Huge Room and 
5 booths for bands. CBS, Sony, 
MCA, JVC. Digital or analogue. 
recording/ production 
Courses. 781-321-3069. www. 


oakgroverecording.com 


REHEARSAL SPACE 


SOUND MUSEUM 

We beat all prices. Play where 
the Pros Play 24hr access. 
Locations: Allston, Boston, 
Brighton, So. End. 617-423-4959 


www.soundmuseum.net 


* MASSA Proficient Dees Tissue 
Qi-Gong 
ra — Massage | | = 


CLUCKIN' CONRAD, 


FAVORITE SPOKESCHICKEN. 


WHERE THESE 
REPUBLICANS WOULD 
THEY COULONT 
GET CUSHY LOBBYING 
JOBS AFTER 
LEAVING OFFICE 


SHRILLEST REAL 
AGENT 


DECEMBER 21, 2001 | DAN KENNEDY DISCUSSED PBS'S 
SHE SAYS/WOMEN IN NEWS, A DOCUMENTARY ON 
YEARS 
AGO “There are tales sexual harassment the 
newsroom that would be ludicrous if they 
weren't real. CNN anchor Judy Woodruff recalls getting her 
first job in part because the man who hired her liked her 
legs. Rena Pederson, editorial-page editor of the Dallas Morning . 
News, once had an editor who would actually walk up behind as 
her and snap her bra strap. You couldn’t make this stuff up. 
You can only hope that doesn’t any more.” 


BAD BEHAVIOR 


15 YEARS AGO | DECEMBER 14, 1971 


RAVE 
REVIEW 


DECEMBER 20, PETER 
KEOUGH REVIEWED OLIVER 
STONE'S FILM, JFK. 


“It is also one of the most 
proficient pieces propaganda 
since Eisenstein or Riefenstahl, 
gleefully manipulating the 
audience toward Stone’s shock- 
ing, radical conclusions . . . JFK 
is like a cruise missile or the 
plot to kill the president itself, a i 
masterpiece of finesse without 
subtlety that hits the target and 
lays waste. Despite and be- 
cause of its failings, this is the 
most important movie of the 
year. It will stimulate a demand 
reopen the files the crime 
the century. And should 
restore faith film viable 
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political force.” 
GAME TIME 
DECEMBER 22, 1981 | HOWARD LITWAK DISCUSSED THE 
7 AGO “What once seemed like little more than the 


cords and competitions and living legends and write-ups in 
Fill in each blank square highbrow mags that print on Blossy paper. There is no time 

during the day when the better-stocked video emporiums 
this grid with one jammed, and don’t just mean with junior-high- 
the nine letters provided schoolers cutting class Authentic adults with authentic 


jobs, dressed in three-piece suits and carrying attaché cases; 
(D, E, I, M, N, O, R, U, Y) i ir ti : 


P bored stay-at-homes; professors looking to fill their time now 
that the following two that there’s more grant money had.” 
conditions are met: COLD WAR 
each letter appears DECEMBER 1971 STEVEN INTERVIEWED 
exactly one time every MARINE PILOT RANDY FLOYD ABOUT HIS TIME 


VIETNAM. 

column and box “Randy found the pilots’ attitudes toward the 
(marked heavy lines) war varied from ‘just doing job’ Ha- 

noi.’ For one thing, the Marine pilots Chu-Lai were even 

ee asOmm0 as ina standard Sudoku ’ more isolated from the Vietnamese than are most military 

and six common, un- men Vietnam. There were few Vietnamese waiters 
capitalized three-letter the base paid much attention them and one 

English words appear in knew anything about Vietnam’s history or culture. 


You flew missions and that was it. was very deperson- 
the central box the alized. were not really even war really. You never saw 

puzzle. Now get work, 
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Big Fat Whal 
WEENIE HUT NIGHT 
INVENTOR SANTORUM SAUCE. 
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COOLING 


_BY SYMBOLINE DAI 


When I teach classes (which I'll be doing in Febru- 
ary at Fitchburg Art Museum), I always ask, “What 
phase the moon now?” This week, with all the 
holiday rumpus, looking up might be the last activi- 
ty on your agenda. But here’s Christina Rossetti with 
an elegant couplet to help you learn the phases: “O 
Lady Moon, your horns point toward the east: shine, 
paar: be increased/O Lady Moon, your horns point toward 

ae the west: wane, be at rest.” This week, we see those 
horns get bigger. Oh, and thanks the Solstice, 
get one minute more of light every day as we move 
out of the darkness. 


THURSDAY Cancer and Scorpio, who usually 
DECEMBER 21 Cauterize (or say they do) that 
noon in Capricorn part of their psyche. Pisces 
th you re motivated 
thers, but don't get in 
Remember, some 

times the best gift is silence 
opping tip: You're not done? 
You re kidding 

re wit an, you could DECEMBER 25 


Waxing moon in Pisces. Again 
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sunlit past are 


received and treasured 
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Quarter moon in Aries 
A turnine point for decic 
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DECEMBER challenge 
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“RIBBED FOR YOUR PLEASURE” solving pleasure, meant. 
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THINGS THAT 
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ACROSS 
1 Low- diet 


5 lronic short story writer 


9 Brazilian rhythm in 2/2 time, for short 


14 Away from the wind 
15 Uncap 

16“ beginning 

17 It's got ribs 

18 More urgent 


20 They may come with attachments 


218 B'rith 
23E 
24 Flip out 


25 It's got ribs 

27 Fast flyer, for short 
28 Speed (by) 

30 Affirmative vote 
31 Abbr. near a smiley 
32 Walked nervously 


34 “Planet of the Apes” role Or 


36 It's got ribs 
40 Total bull 


41 Ham radio enthusiasts 


42 Not Willie Nelson's favorite org 


43 Recipe amt. 


46 “Incidentally,” in Internet lingo 
47 Magazine with “The Lighter Side of 


50 !t's got ribs 

53 Party crasher? 

55 Colden Rule word 
56 It's heard by herders 


57 Like some decals and patches 
58 Frankie who sang “Love Is a Golden Ring” 


60 They ‘ve got ribs 
62 “From the top!” 


63 Note between VPs, say 
64 Another word for margarine 


65 Smarts 
66 Stuck in 


67 “Freak on a Leash” band 
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1 Shelfmates of Mariboros 


Los 
Meal 


Chum of Tarzan 


Evil reputation 
Try on eBay 
Reserved 


owow 


11 Enter as if nothing happened 


12 Pay painfully 


13 ne antennas 


18 Helen Mirren’s role in “The Queen” 


22 The Cure’s “Why Can 
26 Perimeter deterrent 
29 Chest muscle 


32 Letters near the 7, on some phones 
33 Nobel Peace Prize refuser Le 


35 for apple 
36 Part of the nobility 


37 Dog also known as a German shepherd 


38 Flow counterpart 
39 Cockpit occupant 
40 Leg bones 

44 Stand-in 


Give a false impression of 
When pagans light bonfires 


Alex's “Bill & Ted” costar 


t 


45 Flat panel display type 


47 Blahniks (chic shoes) 
48 One who makes amends 


You?" 


(cereal jingle line) 


49 Ted of “Help Me Help You" 


51 Braxton and Collette 
52 Magic or Wilt, once 

54 Uncool 

59 One way to go: abbr 
61 Ostrich relative 
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FOR A FREE ATV SAFETY INFORMATION KIT, CALL 800-905-5565. FourTrax® Rincon™ and Best On Earth® are registered trademarks of ‘Honda Motor Co., Ltd. NaturalGear is a registered trademark of NATGEAR, LLC. (6/06) 06-0099 : 
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